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Go Make Disciples

Merry Christmas

By Diane Clay 
The Sooner Catholic

Tepeyac Hill dedication draws 
thousands to Rother shrine

More than 3,000 faithful gathered for the first Mass and blessing of the statues of Our 
Lady of Guadalupe and St. Juan Diego on Dec. 11 at the Bl. Stanley Rother Shrine in 
Oklahoma City. Photo Avery Holt/Sooner Catholic. continued on page 6

Rother shrine 
dedication

Join Archbishop 
Coakley, priests of the 
archdiocese, bishops 
and guests for the 
dedication of the Bl. 
Stanley Rother Shrine 
on Feb. 17 in Oklaho-
ma City. The dedication 
is open to the public. 
Seating will be limited 
and available on a first-
come, first-serve basis. 

rothershrine.org/dedication Under overcast skies 
on a chilly Decem-
ber Sunday, more 
than 3,000 faithful 
gathered for the 

first Mass on the grounds of the 
Blessed Stanley Rother Shrine as 
Archbishop Coakley led an out-
door Mass and climbed Oklahoma 
City’s Tepeyac Hill to bless the 
statues of Our Lady of Guadalupe 
and Saint Juan Diego.

The hill, which towers over the 
northwest corner of the site near 
Shields Boulevard and NE 89th 
Street, is a replica of Tepeyac Hill 
near Mexico City that was the site 
of the Virgin Mary’s appearance to 
Juan Diego in 1531. 

The outdoor Mass on Dec. 11 
was the first event on the shrine 
grounds, leading up to the dedica-
tion of the shrine church on Feb. 
17. Once completed, the shrine 
will be the largest Catholic Church 
in Oklahoma.

Artwork: 
Adoration of the Magi 
(Aanbidding door de koningen)
Peter Paul Rubens, 1624

May the light of Christ shine 
in your heart and in your 
home this Christmas and in 
the coming year.

Que la luz de Cristo brille 
en su corazón y en su hogar 
esta Navidad y en el año que 
viene.

Xin ánh sáng của Chúa Kitô 
chiếu rõi vào lòng trí và gia 
đình anh chị em trong Mùa 
Giáng Sinh này và Năm Mới 
sắp đến.
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By Sooner Catholic Staff

Additional coverage of 
Church and archdiocesan 
news and events, only on 
soonercatholic.org.

a To send photos, event 
information or story ideas, 
e-mail communications@
archokc.org.

a For families who have 
lost someone they love; May 
the Lord continue to comfort 
them and heal their hearts. 
We pray to the Lord. Lord, 
hear our prayer.

a The Archdiocese of Okla-
homa City, the Diocese of 
Tulsa and St. Gregory’s Ab-
bey have launched the Okla-
homa Catholic Native Schools 
Project to better understand 
the history and experiences 
of native students in Oklaho-
ma Catholic boarding schools 
from 1880 to 1965. To con-
tribute documents, photo-
graphs or an oral history 
to the project, e-mail info@
oknativeschoolsproject.org. 
Learn more at archokc.org/
oknativeschoolsproject.

Find more 
news on the 

website

Archbishop Coakley’s Calendar
The following events are part of Archbishop Coakley’s official calendar.

Put Out Into the Deep
Luke 5:4

We have concluded our period of Advent prepara-
tion and now celebrate the joyful season of Christ-
mas. Merry Christmas to you and to all your loved 
ones!

More than any other season Christmas is a season 
of joy and wonder, not only for children but for all 
who still have a childlike heart. The Church has long 
been captivated by the saving mystery of the Incarna-
tion that we celebrate at Christmas. That the eter-
nal Son of God has taken on human flesh through 
the Blessed Virgin Mary is the subject of beautiful 
prayers, hymns and popular devotions in every cul-
ture.

In the Sacred Liturgy we customarily reverence the 
Incarnation with a genuflection. Likewise, when we 
pray the Angelus, we customarily bend the knee as 
we say, “And the Word became flesh.” As Scripture 
proclaims, “at the name of Jesus every knee should 
bend, of those in heaven and on earth and under the 
earth” (Phil. 2:10). 

Whether we actually say the Holy Name or refer to 
the mystery of the Incarnation, by which the Son of 
God received a name, our faith reveres the dignity 
God bestows on our humanity. This is especially true 
of our reverence for that mystery by which God came 
so close to us as to take on our flesh.

You have noticed this sign of reverence at Mass 
when we recite the Creed. We typically bow when we 
refer to the lines that proclaim our faith in the Incar-
nation. That reverence becomes a genuflection at the 
Masses of the Solemnity of Christmas and again on 
the Solemnity of the Annunciation. 

Some of you may recall from decades past that 
many Masses would conclude with the reading of 
that theologically rich passage from the Prologue of 
Saint John’s Gospel (Jn 1:1-14). As that Gospel was 
proclaimed, the priest and the congregation would 
genuflect at the words “And the Word became flesh.”

Our busy world tends not to think of Christmas in 
a very theologically rich fashion. Secular culture has 
transformed this season into merely a winter holiday. 
Many Christmas cards and decorations have nothing 
to do with the coming of God in the flesh. But, if we 
have observed Advent well and prepared for Christ-

mas by patient waiting 
and repentance, then we 
are aware that we need 
the generous love and 
mercy that only God can 
provide. 

For Catholics and 
those who hold on to a 
Christian worldview this 
is the object of our focus 
in this holy season, which is so blessed by God’s love 
and remains such a precious time to spend with fam-
ily and loved ones.

I don’t wish to cast a shadow over the joy of Christ-
mas. However, can not the eyes of faith see the 
paradox of our time that is so much at war with the 
dignity of human flesh? A world that seeks first its 
own pleasure puts a wedge between spousal love 
and its power to share in God’s fruitful creative love. 
Our Catholic faith proclaims that sexual love belongs 
within the marriage commitment of one man to one 
woman and that the conception of new life should be 
received as a blessing. Our world commonly accepts 
that the most vulnerable in the womb can be elimi-
nated if they are perceived as an inconvenience. 

Rooted in our faith we proclaim the inherent dignity 
of the unborn and every human person. Troubling 
cultural trends show that our world is at war with 
human flesh when it pits the individual against his 
or her very own body. The flesh (and human dignity) 
we have received can be rejected by gender ideologies 
that see flesh as little more than the projection of the 
mind and one’s self-proclaimed gender identity.

Certainly, the world into which the Son of God 
chose to be born was every bit as troubled as our 
world today. He came to save us from sin and impart 
new dignity to human flesh. We who celebrate the full 
import and meaning of Christmas proclaim the true 
dignity of human flesh and the consequences of the 
Incarnation of God in our midst. May the witness of 
our lives proclaim the Good News and lead to greater 
reverence for how God has dignified our way of being 
by coming as one like us in the flesh!

Archbishop Paul S. Coakley

And the Word became flesh

Loving God,
During this holy season 

of Christmas,
we ask for your blessing 

on all families.
Let Mary’s openness to 
your wonderous ways

be an inspiration to place 
all trust in you.

Let Joseph’s courage provide 
hope during times of anxiety 

and uncertainty.
Let Jesus’ life ignite all 
families with a spirit of 

light and love.
May the grace that encircles 

the Holy Family widen to 
embrace all families.

Amen.

@archokc

Archdiocese of 
Oklahoma City

Arquidiócesis de 
Oklahoma City

Dec. 25 – Midnight Mass, The Cathedral of Our Lady of Perpetual Help, Oklahoma City
Jan. 1 – Mass for Perpetual Profession of Vows with Dominican Sisters, 3 p.m., St. Andrew Dung-Lac Catholic 
Church, OKC
Jan. 5 – Bl. Stanley Rother Shrine Dedication Executive Committee meeting, 3 p.m., Catholic Pastoral Center, 
OKC
Jan. 10 – Presbyteral Council meeting, 9:30 a.m., CPC
Jan. 10 – Archdiocesan Finance Council meeting, 2 p.m., CPC
Jan. 10 – Archdiocesan Review Board meeting, 3 p.m., CPC
Jan. 11 – School Mass, 8:30 a.m., Holy Trinity Catholic Church, Okarche
Jan. 12 – School Mass for St. Elizabeth Ann Seton Catholic School, 8:25 a.m., St. John the Baptist Catholic 
Church, Edmond
Jan. 18 – School Mass, 8:30 a.m., St. Joseph Church, Enid
Jan. 18 – ACA Mass and reception, 6 p.m., St. Mark the Evangelist Catholic Church, Norman
Jan. 19 – School Mass, 8:30 a.m., St. James the Greater Catholic School, OKC
Jan. 19 – Bl. Stanley Rother Shrine Building Committee meeting, 2 p.m., CPC
Jan. 19 – Bl. Stanley Rother Shrine Dedication Executive Committee meeting, 3 p.m., CPC
Jan. 20 – ACA Mass and reception, 6 p.m., The Cathedral of Our Lady of Perpetual Help, OKC
Jan. 21 – Mass, 8:30 a.m., St. Joseph Old Cathedral, OKC
Jan. 21 – Oklahoma March for Life, 10 a.m., St. Joseph Old Cathedral to Oklahoma State Capitol
Jan. 22 – TET Mass and celebration, Noon, The Cathedral of Our Lady of Perpetual Help, OKC
Jan. 24 – Annual meeting of Catholic Conference of Oklahoma Board, 2 p.m. (via zoom)
Jan. 25 – School Mass for All Saints Catholic School, 8:30 a.m., St. Mark the Evangelist Catholic Church, 
Norman
Jan. 26 – School Mass for Bishop John Carroll Catholic School, 8:15 a.m., The Cathedral of Our Lady of  
Perpetual Help, OKC
Jan. 26 – ACA Mass and reception, 6 p.m., St. John the Baptist Catholic Church, Edmond
Jan. 28 – TET Mass and celebration, 10 a.m., St. Andrew Dung-Lac Catholic Church, OKC
Jan. 29 – Confirmation, 10:45 a.m., St. Matthew Catholic Church, Elk City
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On Dec. 11, Archbishop Paul 
Coakley welcomed thousands of 
the first pilgrims to the Bl. Stan-
ley Rother Shrine. He celebrated 
Mass and blessed statues of Our 
Lady of Guadalupe and St. Juan 
Diego on Tepeyac Hill. 

The shrine grounds are closed 
now as construction is finalized, 
but make sure to mark the cal-
endar for the dedication of the 
shrine church on Feb. 17, 2023. 
From that date forward, the 
shrine will be officially open to 
the public and pilgrims will travel 
from near and far to seek Bl. 
Stanley’s intercession. 

Bl. Stanley Rother, pray for us!

Rother shrine update

The first Mañanitas, or traditional singing of songs to “wake up” the Bl. Virgin Mary on her feast day, was held at the 
Bl. Stanley Rother Shrine’s Tepeyac Hill in the early-morning hours of Dec. 12, the Feast of Our Lady of Guadalupe. 
More than 400 people gathered to sing along with an Oklahoma City Mariachi group at the base of the Tepeyac Hill. 
After an hour of songs and a rosary, visitors were permitted to ascend to the top of the hill for personal prayer and 
devotional time. The first visitors up the hill were members of Bl. Stanley’s family: Marti Rother, wife of Bl. Stanley’s 
brother Tom, Janis Flatt, daughter of Tom and Marti Rother, Keri Rother, daughter-in-law of Tom and Marti Rother, 
and Kelly Rother, son of Tom and Marti Rother. Photos Avery Holt/Sooner Catholic.

Las Mañanitas at the 
Bl. Stanley Rother Shrine

Dec. 12, 2022
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From the Archives …

ARCHDIOCESE OF OKLAHOMA CITY ARCHIVES

With the United States 
entering the Second 
World War after the 

bombing of Pearl Harbor on Dec. 
7, the Christmas of 1941 took 
on a melancholy tone as the fear 
of the unknown became more 
pronounced.

The Church in Oklahoma’s 
response was intriguing, as the 
magnitude of the coming car-
nage was not yet apparent. The 
sons and daughters of Catholic 
families would be knee-deep in 
the fight to save the world from 
incomprehensible evil.  

“The Southwest Courier,” 
the official publication of the 
Diocese of Oklahoma City and 
Tulsa, from Dec. 20, 1941, 
gives insight into the cultural 
shift from peace to wartime. 
While such innocuous articles 
as “Simple Decorations Provide 
Originality to Christmas Table” 
were contained in the issue, 
Bishop Kelley’s Christmas ad-
dress was profound in gauging 
the nature of what was to come: 
“Christmas is a time of giving. 
But our prayers, our Commu-
nions, are worth more than all 
the gold, myrrh, and frankin-
cense of ancient treasures. Let 
us all be increasingly generous 
in our full-hearted devotion to 
Christ the King. And let us not 
forget in our prayers a petition 
that peace be restored through-
out the world.” Of course, he 
could not foresee that America’s 
involvement would continue for 
almost another four years.

Parishes responded in pa-
triotic fashion by hosting war 
bond drives, and intense prayer 

became the norm. The 
author of a history of 
the Cathedral of Our 
Lady of Perpetual 
Help written in 1969 

recalls: “The years 
of the war were filled 
with sorrow, pain 
and sacrifice for our 
beloved country’s wel-
fare and we had our 
share.” The parish’s 
first gold star was Lt. 
Donald Bried, USN, 
who was killed in a 
plane crash. During 
the war years, the 
Cathedral began a 
tradition of adoration 
of the Blessed Sac-
rament ending with 
evening prayer and 
benediction for the 
well-being of the pa-
rishioners serving in 
the military and their 
families, every Tues-
day, a practice that 
continued into the 1990s.

As the war continued, the 
Christmas issues of “The South-
west Courier” would contain an 
increasing amount of content 
related to the hardships and 
trials the faithful encountered. 
A statement from the Oklahoma 
state deputy of the Knights of 
Columbus reveals the attitude 
of most Oklahoma Catholics: 
“Christmas 1943, finds many of 
our Oklahoma boys thousands 
of miles from home. Among 
them are hundreds of Knights 
of Columbus, brave young 
fighters answering the call of 
patriotism, for the Knights have 
always been in the vanguard 
of free men fighting for a free 
world.” Despite tribulations, the 
publication always attempted 
to maintain the true joy of the 
season. 

With the war’s end in 1945, 
the Christmas issue was a bit 
more introspective, as shown in 
this article by Marguerite Gil-

bert: “For the first time in years, 
the world awaits in peace and 
silence the coming of Him who 
hung a star in old Judean skies. 
Toward this shining hour, we 
have traveled through the ter-
rors of war, brutality, starvation, 
and betrayal. Humbly now we 
await his coming, for only those 
spirits have learned to bow very 
low may enter the little door of 
Bethlehem’s cave…O little Prince 
of Peace, pity our poor human 
efforts-strike our earthbound 
souls with some small ray of 
this night’s stary brilliance, 
that naught may never dim our 
vision, nor tarnish our courage, 
nor lessen our humility-that we 
may walk forever in the light of 
this night’s blessing.” 

The sentiments of December 
1945 still resonate with the 
world of 2022, as peace seems to 
be perpetually elusive; but hope 
remains in the Prince of Peace 
and his compassionate embrace 
for all who truly seek him.

A photo series from George Rigazzi, archdiocesan archivist

The Cathedral of Our Lady of Perpetual Help, 
circa 1942 at Christmas

What is your most 
unique/special Christmas 

ornament?
“These are two of my favorite ornaments. I know a $2 bill is an 

odd ornament, but it has special meaning. Karen, one of my old-
er sisters - 16 months older than me, passed away unexpectedly 
in 2017.  She was known for sending our nieces and nephews 
fresh $2 bills for special occasions. One of my nephews brought 
some fresh $2 bills to her funeral. We folded them and made 
them into bow ties for the males in our family to wear at her 
funeral. Seeing it makes me smile thinking of the joy she always 
brought to others. A friend made the wood burned ornament for 
me the first Christmas after Karen had passed. I always hang 
the two ornaments next to each other.”

Mary Latta
St. Eugene Catholic Church, Oklahoma City
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Curtis Martin, Edward Sri to host online Bible 
study on the story of salvation 

Rev. Patrick (David) McCool, O.S.B.
Rev. Patrick McCool, O.S.B., died on Thurs-

day, Dec. 15, at the age of 86. He had com-
pleted 65 years of monastic profession and 59 
years of priestly ministry.

Father Patrick was born on July 30, 1936, 
in Kansas City, Mo., and lived until age 13 at 

Saint Joseph’s 
Orphanage in 
Eldorado, Kan. 
He became 
the beloved 
adopted son 
of James and 
L.C. “Elsie” 
(Feist) McCool 
of Wichita, 
Kan. He grad-
uated in 1954 
from Saint 
Gregory’s 
High School 
in Shawnee, 
and graduat-
ed from Saint 
Gregory’s Col-
lege in 1956.

Father 
Patrick pro-
fessed tempo-
rary vows as 

a monk of Saint Gregory’s Abbey on July 11, 
1957. He then earned a Bachelor of Philosophy 
degree from Saint Benedict College in Atchi-
son, Kan., and completed theological studies at 
Saint Gregory’s Abbey. 

He was ordained to the priesthood on May 
25, 1963. Following his ordination, he complet-
ed a master’s degree in English at the Uni-
versity of Notre Dame and a Master of Library 
Science degree at the Catholic University of 
America in Washington, DC.

Father Patrick served at Saint Gregory’s 
Abbey as prior of the community under three 
abbots, and for several terms as a member of 
the Abbey Senior Council. He served at Saint 
Gregory’s University as residence hall director, 
instructor of English and as assistant direc-
tor and director of the institution’s James J. 

Kelly Library. He was the founding sponsor of 
Knights of Columbus Council 5354 at Saint 
Gregory’s College, serving as chaplain and 
financial secretary. He served as state chaplain 
of the Oklahoma Knights of Columbus from 
1983 to 1993.

Father Patrick served as pastor of Saint 
Vincent de 
Paul Cath-
olic Church 
in McLoud 
from 1971 
to 1976. In 
1979 he was 
assigned to 
assist with 
Catholic 
services at 
Tinker Air 
Force Base 
in Midwest 
City, “for a 
few week-
ends.” This 
temporary 
duty lasted 
for nearly 40 
years. Com-
muting from 
the Abbey 
as many as 
seven days 
a week, he 
celebrat-
ed Mass, 
performed 
baptisms, 
heard confessions, provided pastoral counsel-
ing, celebrated weddings and conducted funer-
als. In 2001, Pope St. John Paul II bestowed 
upon him the Cross of Honor “Pro Ecclesia et 
Pontifice” in recognition of his faithful service 
to military personnel and their families. Father 
Patrick completed his tenure of service at Tin-
ker AFB in 2018.  

When the effects of Alzheimer’s Disease 
limited his public ministries, he continued to 
participate actively in nearly all aspects of daily 

life at Saint Gregory’s Abbey. After a brief stay 
at Golden Rule Nursing Home near Shawnee, 
Father Patrick returned to the monastery, 
where he died peacefully on the 29th anniver-
sary of the death of his beloved mother.

Father Patrick is survived by the monks of 
Saint Gregory’s Abbey, several cousins and nu-

merous grateful former students, parishioners 
and friends. A public viewing was held on Dec. 
18 in The Conference Center at Saint Grego-
ry’s Abbey in Shawnee. A vigil service was held 
on Dec. 18 at Saint Gregory’s Abbey. Mass 
of Christian Burial was held Dec. 19 at Saint 
Gregory’s Abbey. 

In lieu of flowers, gifts in honor of Father Pat-
rick can be contributed to Saint Gregory’s Ab-
bey, 1900 W. MacArthur, Shawnee, OK 74804, 
and online at monksok.org. 

Rev. Patrick (David) 
McCool, O.S.B.

Monk of St. Gregory’s Abbey
July 30, 1936 – Dec. 15, 2022

Photos Theresa Bragg.

DENVER — The story of salva-
tion is the single most important 
narrative in human history. It is a 
story of lovers reunited, sinners re-
deemed, saints raised, and creation 
restored. It reveals the ongoing 
cosmic struggle of good and evil, of 
God and the devil—and it’s a story 
in which we all take part. 

Internationally known Scripture 
teachers Curtis Martin and Edward 
Sri will host the FOCUS “Lenten Bi-
ble Study on the Story of Salvation” 
live on Monday evenings 6 p.m. – 
6:55 p.m. MT, Jan. 23 – April 10, 
2023.  

This free, 12-week Lenten Bible 
study is open to anyone and will 
dive deep into the story of God’s 
amazing love that has shaped the 

lives of countless saints through-
out the centuries—along with the 
mission of FOCUS since Martin 
and Sri founded it 25 years ago. 
Sign-up is at focusequip.org/len-
tenstudy2023. 

“The modern world has lost its 
story. We’re excited to have thou-
sands of Catholics around the 
country come together to rediscover 
the one true story that really mat-
ters: the Biblical story of salvation 
history,” said Sri. “Over the past 
few years, we’ve seen countless 
ordinary lay people not only come 
to grasp the big picture of the Bible 
for themselves, but also come away 
from this experience confident in 
sharing the Biblical story of sal-
vation with others: their children, 

grandchildren, friends, co-workers 
and others in their parishes. This 
experience changes people’s lives!”  

This Bible study is perfect for 
small group or self-study. Partici-
pants will come away with the “Big 
Picture” of the Bible, see the Cath-
olic faith in Scripture, discover the 
role they play in the story and learn 
how to share the story with others. 

Those tuning in live for the 
Monday evening sessions have the 
opportunity for Q&A sessions with 
Martin and Sri. Participants are 
encouraged to gather in groups, ei-
ther in person or over video confer-
encing, to watch the presentation 
and discuss together. Those unable 
to watch the live study can view 
a recorded version to watch later. 

The study will also offer the option 
for continued accompaniment and 
practical training in missionary 
discipleship through the summer 
and fall.  

The “Lenten Bible Study on the 
Story of Salvation” will keep the 
momentum going after SEEK23, 
Jan. 2 – 6, the annual FOCUS 
event that fosters a greater zeal for 
evangelization and inspires tens of 
thousands to respond to the call of 
missionary discipleship. 

Benefactors, mission partners, 
parishioners, pastoral ministry 
leaders, FOCUS alumni and any-
one interested in diving deeper into 
scripture are welcome to sign up at 
focusequip.org/lentenstudy2023.

Free 12-week FOCUS Lenten Bible study open to anyone interested in diving deeper into 
scripture and answering the call to missionary discipleship 
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continued from page 1

“This image of Mary will remind us 
of the close ties of Mary to Christ and 
his Church. Let us beseech the Lord’s 
blessing upon this place,” Archbishop 
Coakley said before sprinkling holy 
water on the 12-foot statue of Our Lady 
of Guadalupe and then blessing the 
nearby 8-foot statue of a kneeling Saint 
Juan Diego. 

An hour before the Mass, several 
hundred parishioners and more than 
60 Matachines dancers processed 
down NW 89th Street to the shrine 
grounds, dancing, praying, drumming 
and singing. They were escorted by 
Oklahoma City Police and Oklahoma 
County Sheriff’s deputies on horse-
back.  

“We’re celebrating the Virgin Mary’s 
life, and it’s important to gather as a 
family. We’re all really excited to have 
it here,” said Sandra Herrada, who was 
attending with her four children and 
her husband, Daniel Romero, who was 
a dancer.

Nearby, Erika Martinez gathered with 
her husband and friends.

“We’re here to venerate our mother, 
Mary. It’s part of our love toward our 
mother and our Lord,” she said. “(Te-
peyac Hill) is a blessing. It’s a gift sent 
from God.”

Many of the families in attendance at 
the dedication are parishioners at Sa-
cred Heart Catholic Church in Oklaho-
ma City. Sacred Heart and Holy Angels 
Catholic Church will combine to cele-
brate Masses at the shrine as well as 
at Sacred Heart’s original location on 
Shartel Avenue, now known as Historic 
Sacred Heart.

Father Donald Wolf, pastor of Sacred 
Heart, rector of the shrine and cousin 
of Blessed Stanley Rother, delivered a 
homily in English and Spanish. 

“If we can guide the blind, then we 
become a source of hope for those 
… who are left behind. If Christ is to 
become alive, the Word is proclaimed 
to them where they are. We can’t wait 
until the Lord breaks the door down to 

enter where we are. We make our way 
to where the Lord is,” Father Wolf said 
from a stage at the foot of Tepeyac Hill.

“We build this shrine to encapsulate 
the example of Father Rother and the 
gift of his sacrifice so that when we 
see what he has done, we are looking 

through a window of the presence of 
Christ among us. … We rejoice that 
it is here that we begin. That we, on 
these grounds, on this day, carve out a 
place dedicated to the living presence 
of Christ.”

Father Wolf concelebrated Mass 
with Archbishop Coakley, Archbish-
op Emeritus Beltran, Abbot Lawrence 
Stasyszen, O.S.B., Father Rusty Hew-
es and Father Brannon Lepak, vice 
rectors of the shrine, and other priests 
and deacons. Also in attendance were 
Leif Arvidson, executive director of the 
shrine, shrine and archdiocesan staff, 
volunteers and the Knights of Colum-
bus.

Learn more about the Blessed Stan-
ley Rother Shrine at rothershrine.org.

Diane Clay is a freelance writer for 
the Sooner Catholic.
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Photos Theresa Bragg, Avery Holt, Rosalinda Rivera, 
Diane Clay and Conner Keef/Sooner Catholic.
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Cristo Rey OKC celebrates a 
QuestBridge College scholarship 

recipient

Connie Diaz

Connie Diaz is the outreach co-
ordinator for the Secretariat for 
Evangelization and Catechesis. 
She accompanies and supports 
outside movements and orga-
nizes formation for the Hispanic 
community. She has worked at 
the chancery for three years. In 
her free time, she enjoys reading, 
walking, dancing and spending 
time in nature – especially at 
lakes.

OKLAHOMA CITY - Senior Michelle Frias 
spent five months working on an application 
for the QuestBridge Scholarship program and 
it paid off. QuestBridge is a national program 
that matches high-achieving high school 
seniors from low-income back-
grounds to 48 of the nation’s 
top colleges—schools like Brown 
University, Duke University, Dart-
mouth College and Yale Universi-
ty. The QuestBridge scholarship 
is a full four-year scholarship, 
worth more than $200,000. Out 
of 17,900 applicants, less than 
10 percent were chosen to match 
with one of the 48 colleges. Mi-
chelle was one of these recipients.  

Frias reflected, “It was intimi-
dating to apply for this program 
because thousands of students 
are aiming toward the same goal. I 
took a chance, and that is what I am proud of. 
Now I am proud my hard work is paying off.” 

Frias has chosen to keep which school she 
partnered with close to her heart, sharing only 
with her mom, three close friends, and those 

who helped her through the application pro-
cess. She looks forward to sharing her story, 
her match and her journey.  

She was required to write multiple essays, 
get recommendation letters, share test scores 

and grades and demonstrate that 
she is a qualified candidate for the 
scholarship. During her time at 
Cristo Rey OKC, she has worked in 
four diverse industries in different 
departments including research, 
human resources, marketing and 
hospitality through the Corporate 
Work Study Program. Her job place-
ments consisted of The Chickasaw 
Nation, Integris Health, BOLDT and 
the Colcord Hotel. She believes these 
experiences and her education from 
the school granted her this opportu-
nity. 

Frias will head off to school next 
August and will be the first in her family to 
attend college.  

To learn more about Cristo Rey OKC Catholic 
High School and Michelle Frias’ story, e-mail 
rachel.roth@cristoreyokc.org.

Cristo Rey OKC’s Michelle Frias was 1 of 1,755 chosen students 
to match with a QuestBridge College Partner and receive a full 

four-year scholarship to a prestigious university

Michelle Frias

Saturday, February 4th, 2023
National Cowboy & Western Heritage Museum

Sanctuary

TICKETS AND SPONSORSHIPS AVAILABLE AT GREENTIEGALA.ORG

Women’s Development Centers

benefitting

ALA
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GIVING
Year-end

Catholic Foundation of Oklahoma

The Catholic Foundation of Oklahoma, established in 
1965, is the steward of endowments and charitable funds 
that provide resources to parishes, schools and other 
ministries of the Catholic Church in central and western 
Oklahoma. All the endowments at the Catholic Founda-

tion stem from a desire by faithful Catholics to strengthen the Church 
for generations to come. Information about existing CFO endowments 
is available online at cfook.org/endowments. One way to create an en-
dowment and establish a Catholic legacy is through a gift in your will 
or trust. For assistance with this, call Owen Canfield at (405) 709-
2897 or e-mail ocanfield@cfook.org.

Two new endowments creat-
ed at the Catholic Foundation 
this year include the Archdio-
cese of Oklahoma City Endow-
ment and the Catholic Founda-
tion of Oklahoma Endowment. 
The former will provide annual 
distributions to support the 
ministry of the Church in the 
archdiocese. The other will pro-
vide grants to parishes, schools 
and other Catholic organiza-
tions for ministry operations, 
facility improvements, equip-
ment purposes or other activ-
ities that advance the Church 
in the archdiocese. 

Gifts may be made to cfook.
org/archokcendowment or 

cfook.org/cfoendowment.
Another new endowment is 

the Archbishop Eusebius J. 
Beltran Endowment, which 
supports Our Lady of Gua-
dalupe Catholic Camp. The 
camp’s opening in 2000 was 
one of the signature projects of 
Beltran’s tenure as archbishop.

The endowment was creat-
ed through a gift from Deacon 
Tom Goldsworthy and his wife, 
Sandy. The endowment will 
support the physical infra-
structure, operation and minis-
try at Camp OLOG.

Gifts may be made to cfook.
org/beltranendowment.

New Catholic Foundation Endowments
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GIVING
Year-end

The Archdiocese of Oklahoma City has many men in seminary discerning a call to the priesthood. 
These seminarians will one day be ordained to the priesthood as the result of the encouragement and 
financial support of the faithful. It costs roughly $50,000 per year to educate each seminarian. The 
Seminarian Education Appeal helps to defray those costs for the young men and their families. People 
are encouraged to join the Living Faith Society by making a monthly gift. Members of the Living Faith 
Society receive regular updates about the seminarians and a subscription to the Living Faith devotional. 
Gifts to the Seminarian Education Appeal may be made online at archokc.org/seminarianfund.

Seminarian Education Appeal

Sooner Catholic 
Communications Appeal

Catholic Schools Support

Oklahoma Catholic Radio

Sister BJ’s Pantry

Gospel of Life Disciples

“The Sooner Catholic” is mailed bi-weekly to more 
than 50,000 Catholic homes and churches. It is free 
in print and online, helping accomplish the mission 
to “Go Make Disciples.” Support of the Sooner Cath-
olic Communications Appeal makes the newspaper 
available to those who may not be able to give. These 
include elderly parishioners on fixed incomes, pris-
oners and the unemployed. Gifts to this appeal also 
help support other evangelization tools such as social 
media platforms, Oklahoma Catholic Radio and the 
archdiocesan website (archokc.org).

The archdiocese works every day to reach Catholics 
and those of other faiths. Continued financial support 
of the Sooner Catholic Communications Appeal helps 
the archdiocese spread the Good News. Gifts may be 
made online at archokc.org/scappeal.

With 12 stations across the state, Oklaho-
ma Catholic Radio spreads the Gospel through 
high-quality programs produced locally and 
nationally. Local programs include “The Catholic 
Man Show” with Adam Minihan and David Niles, 
“Make Straight the Way” with Deacon Larry Sousa 
and “Living Catholic” with Father Don Wolf. The 
popular EWTN programs “Called to Communion 
with Dr. David Anders” and “Catholic Answers 
Live” are among the syndicated offerings. The 
growth of Oklahoma Catholic Radio through the 
years has been made possible through gifts to 
its annual appeal. One way to provide support is 
to join the Keeper of the Airwaves by making a 
monthly gift of $48 – or $4 for each station. Gifts 
of any size may be made at okcr.org/give or by 
calling (405) 255-7348.

Nearly 5,000 students attend the 16 Catholic grade schools and three Catholic 
high schools in the Archdiocese of Oklahoma City. Two funds at the Catholic Foun-
dation of Oklahoma help with this important ministry. One is the Saint Katharine 
Drexel Fund, which provides grants to financially struggling parishes with a school. 
The goal of the Drexel Fund is to ensure that all students, regardless of financial 
ability, have access to a Catholic school. High-quality administrators are vital to 
Catholic schools. The Saint John Baptist de La Salle Fund provides leadership 
formation opportunities for teachers and principals in the archdiocese. The goal is 
to elevate the professional capacity of future Catholic school leaders. Gifts to these 
funds may be made at cfook.org/drexel and cfook.org/delasalle.

Sister Barbara Joseph Foley, a Carmelite sister of Saint Therese of the 
Infant Jesus, founded Sister BJ’s Pantry in 2006. Since that time, the pan-
try has ministered to thousands of homeless in Oklahoma City. The pan-
try provides food and drink to its visitors, along with companionship. The 
pantry’s Saint Joseph Clothing Ministry makes clothing available to those 
who need it.

In conjunction with the Order of Malta, the pantry offers a Coats for the 
Homeless program that provides specially designed coats each year. The 
pantry also offers a clinic that provides basic foot care. “Our mission,” 
Sister Barbara Joseph said, “is that of being an immediate but effective 
service to the homeless in all their needs, material and spiritual, until they 
can find some others who can help them in a better and more lasting way.” 
Gifts may be made at srbjpantry.org.

This ministry embraces the corporal and spiritual works of mercy by 
caring for homeless, ailing elders, free of charge. The mission of the 
Gospel of Life Disciples is “to treasure people who are rich in years and 
accompany them with life-affirming care.” Gospel of Life Dwellings are 
sustained entirely through charitable contributions. The ministry is led 
by Sister Maria Faulkner of the Trinity. “Gospel of Life Dwellings are not 
facilities, nor are they nursing homes,” she said. “They are little domes-
tic churches, in the sense of the early Christians, where life is shared as 
a pilgrim journey, eating together and praying together, in the mutuality 
of daily life.” Sister Maria notes that the residents live much longer than 
many might expect because they are surrounded by love.Financial gifts 
may be made at gospeloflifedisciples.org.

Support your parish  

Gifts of stock are a wonderful way to support your parish.
By giving stock that has appreciated for more than a year,
you may avoid paying capital gains taxes and be able to
deduct the full, fair-market, value of the stock.

For more information about giving stock,
please visit www.cfook.org/stock or call
405-721-4115

  with gifts of stock
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The Corporal Works of Mercy serve as the cornerstone for 
the annual appeal of Catholic Charities of the Archdiocese of 
Oklahoma City. Catholic Charities provided services to thou-
sands during the past year. It did so by: Feeding the Hungry – It 
distributed 200-350 snack packs per month to those in need. 
Giving Drink to the Thirsty – The lobby of Catholic Charities 
includes a water station where clients can fill their own canis-
ters, and it provided bottled water to about 40 people per day. 
Visit the Imprisoned – Several staff members and church leaders 
visited prisoners regularly. The agency also offers counseling to 
those “imprisoned” by mental illness and addiction. Visit the Sick 
– Catholic Charities partnered with SSM Health and Cardinal 
Community House to provide temporary shelter for recently dis-
charged patients who are homeless. Bury the Dead – The agency 
has gifted burial plots for those without financial means.

Give Alms to the Poor – Catholic Charities provides clothing, 
furniture, household items and other goods to families in need, 
along with legal aid and rent and utility assistance after natural 
disasters. Shelter the Homeless – The agency housed an average 
of two women per week at the Sanctuary Women’s Development 
Center and helped many others to find a place to live.

Gifts to this year’s appeal may be made at catholiccharitiesok.
org/donate.

Catholic Charities Appeal

Center of Family Love

The Center of Family Love has been 
caring for intellectually and physically 
disabled adults since its founding by the 
Knights of Columbus in 1981. Through 
the years, CFL has added a greenhouse, a 
geriatric nursing center, two intermediate 
care residential buildings and a gift shop. 
Today, Center of Family Love has 130 
residents, or “angels.” Executive Direc-
tor Debbie Espinosa said CFL is guid-
ed by five values – teamwork, respect, 
integrity, compassion and kindness. “By 
implementing those values in the care 
we provide, and committing ourselves to 
serving God, we are answering the call to 
serve those in need,” she said. Gifts may 
be made at centeroffamilylove.org.

GIVING
Year-end

THE GIFT
THAT PAYS
YOU BACK
A charitable gift annuity through 

the Catholic Foundation of 

Oklahoma offers you immediate 

financial benefits and will help 

communities in the Archdiocese 

of Oklahoma City that are poor 

in resources but rich in faith.

• Receive fixed, stable 
payments for life

• Get immediate and 
future tax benefits

• Make a lasting 
impact

Attractive Payout Rates

6 5AG E

4.8%

7 0

5.3%

7 5

6.0%

8 0

7.0%

8 5

8.1%
9.1%

9 0 +

Source: American Council on Gift Annuities

For a personal proposal, contact me, 
Owen Canfield, at (405) 709-2897 
or ocanfield@cfook.org.

Support of Catholic Charities helped the ministry house another client. Jody just signed a lease on a home after being homeless for seven years. Photo provided.
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The youth group from St. Benedict Catholic Church 
in Shawnee participated in a Christmas posada on 
Dec. 14. A posada is the reenacting of Mary and 
Joseph’s search for lodging before the birth of Christ. 
Photo provided.

The parish guild from St. Benedict Catholic Church in Shawnee hosted their annu-
al Christmas potluck and gift exchange on Dec. 6. Photo provided.

Religious education students at St. Patrick Catholic Church in 
Anadarko spread Christmas joy for two weeks. They participat-
ed in a community Christmas parade on Dec. 3, and they went 
shopping for gifts to give to kids at the Department of Human 
Services. Parishioners gave $1,847.63 in six “Change for Christ-
mas” collections on Dec. 4, and they also hosted a Christmas 
pageant on Dec. 11. Photos provided.

Parishioners at Bl. Sacrament Cath-
olic Church in Lawton celebrated the 
Feast of Our lady of Guadalupe with 
Las Mañanitas, a traditional singing 
of songs to Mary at 5 a.m. on Dec. 
12. Photos Jolene Schonchin/Sooner 
Catholic.

If you are 70 1/2 or older and own a traditional
IRA, you can use it to help Catholic churches,
schools or ministries across the Archdiocese of
Oklahoma City.

With a Qualified Charitable Distribution, IRA
owners can direct gifts annually to charity
without that amount counting as taxable
income.

This tool is especially helpful for those 72 and
older, who must take a Required Minimum
Distribution from their IRA each year.

Give Through 

 Your IRA

To learn more about making a
Qualified Charitable
Distribution to the Catholic
Foundation of Oklahoma for the
benefit of your favorite ministry,
visit www.cfook.org/qcd or
contact Owen Canfield at the
foundation, 405-721-4115
ocanfield@cfook.org.
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Jobs Box
To see more job openings, go on-

line to archokc.org/jobs-box.

Cook - OKC
The Archdiocese of Oklahoma 

City is seeking an experienced 
cook to assist with daily meal 
preparation at the Catholic Pasto-
ral Center. This full-time position 
will allow a flexible work schedule 
that will include some evenings 
and weekends. Must have a min-
imum of two years’ experience 
in food preparation and service. 
Catering experience is preferred. 
Customer service experience a 
plus. High school diploma a must. 
A background check and safe 
environment training required. 
Send cover letter and resume to  
humanresources@archokc.org.

Director of communications – 
Shrine

The Bl. Stanley Rother Shrine is 
seeking a director of communica-
tions to oversee all aspects of com-
munication, media relations and 
promotion of the shrine. Minimum 
three to five years of experience 
in public relations, journalism or 
marketing; bachelor’s degree in a 
related field and must be a prac-
ticing Catholic in good standing. 

Bilingual in English and Spanish 
is desired, but not required. To 
learn more, visit rothershrine.org. 
Send resume and cover letter to 
humanresources@archokc.org.

Associate director - OKC
The Catholic Foundation of 

Oklahoma is seeking an associ-
ate director, for Catholic school 
development, who also will serve 
as the director of the Tax Credit 
Scholarship program. Seeking a 
fundraising leader with a proven 
major-gift solicitation track record 
who will work with colleagues to 
implement a comprehensive ma-
jor-gift focused resource develop-
ment program benefiting Catholic 
school communities. The associate 
director will plan, manage and 
implement cultivation, solicitation 
and stewardship activities and 
oversee the Tax Credit Scholarship 
program – a State of Oklahoma 
Scholarship Granting Organization 
receiving gifts from companies and 
individuals under the Oklahoma 
Equal Opportunity Scholarship 
Act. Send resume and cover letter 
to humanresources@archokc.org.

Director of annual giving – OKC
Catholic Charities of the Archdi-

ocese of Oklahoma City is seeking 
a director of annual giving to direct 
and oversee the annual appeal, 
planned giving, special events and 
donor giving societies. These tasks 
will include donor prospect man-
agement and stewardship as well 
as the development of materials, 
mailing lists, printing, follow-up 
and targeted donor interaction. 
The director should target annual 
base gifts of $1,000 to $25,000 
and be able to manage a portfolio 
of donors and execute targeted 
asks with respect to annual and 
planned giving. Bachelor’s degree 
in public relations, communica-
tion, business or related field; 
three years of experience in pros-
pect management, annual gifts, 
planned giving or campaign man-
agement; bilingual in Spanish and 
English preferred; a combination 
of education and experience may 
be considered. Send cover letter 
with resume to Dcn. David Ashton 
at dashton@ccaokc.org.

Elementary teacher – Enid
St. Joseph Catholic School 

in Enid is seeking a qualified, 
full-time elementary teacher 
for the 2023-2024 school year. 
This teacher will maintain a set 

schedule, collaborate well with 
colleagues, report to the princi-
pal, communicate effectively to 
parents, manage all aspects of the 
class environment, and convey 
an orderly, joyful spirit through-
out the school. Must be a loving 
teacher. Perform all duties and 
responsibilities in alignment with 
the mission, vision and values of 
the Roman Catholic Archdiocese 
of Oklahoma. Bachelor’s degree 
in education and suitable degree 
certification and experience with 
children. Practicing Catholic in 
good standing. Send archdioce-
san application, cover letter and 
resume to Fred Martin at fmartin@
stjosephschoolenid.com. Visit  
stjosephschoolenid.com/school.

Soccer coach - OKC
Cristo Rey OKC Catholic High 

School is looking for a soccer 
coach for their girls’ and boys’ 
teams. The season begins in Jan-
uary and concludes at the end of 
April. Practices will be 3-4 days/
week after school. Driving a van 
will be necessary for away games. 
Experience is preferred and a 
stipend is involved. Contact the 
athletic director at jeremy.tilton@
cristoreyokc.org

Sometimes people will contact the National 
Catholic Bioethics Center (NCBC) wondering if 
the decisions they made on behalf of a dying 
family member were the right ones. The NCBC 
provides a free Ethics Consultation Service 
where individuals can ask questions and seek 
guidance about ethics and medical decisions. 

Some who call are interested in reviewing 
the details of how a loved one died, along with 
the advice they were given by doctors, nurses, 
hospice workers, family members and friends. 
While their loved one may have died months or 
even years earlier, they may still be unsure or 
unsettled about the treatment decisions they 
made.

End-of-life situations are not easy to sort out. 
Important practical details and medical facts 
may no longer be available or may have been 
forgotten with the passage of time. Sometimes 
family members may have disagreed with each 
other or were feuding about how best to pro-
ceed or may not have wanted to seek out ex-
pert advice or guidance, so the decisions they 
made might have been hasty or under duress.

A friend once spoke to me about a young 
man who had shared with her some details 
about his father’s death. He told her that as he 
looked back on it, he had doubts that he had 
made the right decisions as his dad became 
more debilitated. He felt he had failed his dad 
because of the limited kinds of care he ended 
up authorizing on his behalf. My friend sought 
to reassure him that he really shouldn’t be 
troubled about it, because she couldn’t imag-
ine that he would have done anything but his 
best under the circumstances, and so his dad 
likely had received very good care.

When she recounted the story to me, I asked, 

“But how would you actually know that his dad 
received good care and that the son really did 
make the right choices? Objectively speaking, 
the son may be right that some of the deci-
sions were poorly made or selfish or otherwise 
flawed.” I asked her whether her first instinct 
may have been to try to soothe his feelings and 
emotions, rather than considering the specific 
medical and ethical concerns he was raising.  

I continued and offered: Maybe he really does 
need to discuss the facts of the case as best 
he remembers them. Perhaps he might benefit 
from bringing some of his concerns to the Sac-
rament of Confession. Assuming his concerns 
have some basis, even while acknowledging 
the uncertainties in his own decision making, 
such a step would help him find needed heal-
ing. By turning to the infinite mercy of God, 
and “clearing the decks” with the Lord in this 
manner, he would be strengthened to move for-
ward in a new way without continually having 
to look over his shoulder and wonder endlessly 
about whether he did right by his dad. Finding 
a sense of peace and resolution in this way is 
important, and his father, now long deceased, 
would, we could presume, want to see that 
kind of healing for his son as well.

My friend was intrigued by my comments 
and acknowledged that her first inclination 
had been to try to palliate and calm the situa-
tion by mostly talking around the issues and 
concerns he had raised. On further reflection, 
she could see the value of dealing more direct-
ly with those concerns so he could find a real 
measure of closure.

Dying well, of course, is a profound grace, 
not only for the person who passes on, but for 
all who are left behind. To die well does not 

imply 
that we 
have to 
use every 
medical 
treat-
ment that 
may be 
available. 
We are 
required only to use those medical treatments 
or procedures that are deemed reasonable or 
“ordinary.” In other words, we should avail 
ourselves of those treatments that offer us 
more benefits than burdens.

It can be challenging to find useful and reli-
able sources of information to assist us as we 
try to make informed decisions about complex 
health care situations that may arise as death 
approaches. 

I typically recommend these resources from 
the NCBC: First, some of my writings on “End 
of Life Decision-Making,” available at Tiny.one/
EOL-decisions. Second, a newly-released video, 
entitled “The Gift of Dying Well,” available at 
Vimeo.com/bioethicsvideos, and finally, the 
NCBC’s “Catholic Guide to End-of-Life Deci-
sions,” available at Tiny.one/NCBC-Guide.

Our efforts to lovingly support our family 
members through the dying process and to 
make careful and morally correct decisions on 
their behalf as they decline in health are very 
important. Those committed efforts are signs of 
our desire to be faithful to the beautiful bonds 
of love connecting us to our dear ones and to 
the Lord of life. Therefore, we should never be 
afraid to seek counsel and to avail ourselves of 
the Church’s wisdom in these areas.

This children’s book, “The 
Christmas Light” by Claudia Can-
gilla McAdam, is a fictional story of 
the birth of Christ on Christmas, 
told from the perspective of the 
daughter of the inn keeper who 
loaned the Holy Family his stable 
in the town of Bethlehem. 

The daughter’s name is Seraphi-
na and she cannot fall asleep. She 
is trying to sleep with her siblings 
in the loft of the family’s home 
which doubles as an inn. Down-
stairs are groups of people who 
have come to Bethlehem for the 
Roman census. Seraphina feels as 
though something major is going 
to happen that night. She is rest-
less and sneaks downstairs and 

notices her 
father at 
the door 
talking 
to a man 
and a very 
pregnant 
woman on 
a donkey 
looking for 
a place to 
stay and 
for the 
woman 
who is the 
Blessed 
Virgin 
Mary to 
have a first 
born child.  

Seraph-
ina hears 
her father 
say that 

the inn is full, but he could offer 
them his stable cave which was 
across the road from the inn. The 

Holy Fam-
ily takes 

the inn keepers 
offer and goes 
and settles into 
the stable. Je-
sus is born and 
Seraphina looks 
out her door 
at the stable 
and hears the cry of the baby. She 
knows the place is dark and cold. 
She takes an oil lamp to Joseph 
who is able to light a fire and 
warm up the space for his family. 
Mary invites Seraphina to come 
see her newborn son. Seraphina 
offers her mantle to the baby to 
stay warm. She touches the baby 
Jesus and feels a warmth radi-
ating from him and she wonders 
who is this newborn boy.  

She now knows that something 
very important has happened in 
her family’s stable. This something 
changes her life, and she becomes 

loving with her siblings who had 
previously annoyed her. At the 
end of the book is a portion of the 
Gospel of Luke from the English 
Standard Version. A discussion 

and activities guide 
to the book is pro-
vided with a free on-
line address. On top 
of McAdam’s web-
page, one will find 
the word “resourc-
es,” click on that and 
scroll down to this 
book and request 
a pdf file for this 
guide. The guide has 
a maze, a coloring 
page, a cross word 
puzzle and discussion 

questions.  
The book has very wonderful 

and very bright colors in its illus-
trations by Igor Kovyar. McAdams 
is the author of several children’s 
and young adult’s books. She 
and her family were extras in the 
popular series, “The Chosen.” This 
book is highly recommended to 
parents, grandparents and others 
who have children to read to. 

Br. Benet Exton, O.S.B., Saint 
Gregory’s Abbey, Shawnee, is a 
freelance writer for the Sooner 
Catholic.
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Making Sense of Bioethics

Did I make the right choices as dad was dying?   

Father Tad 
Pacholczyk

National Catholic 
Bioethics Center 

Book review: “The Christmas Light”
By Br. Benet Exton, O.S.B. 

The Sooner Catholic
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Lánzate a lo más Profundo
Luke 5:4

Arzobispo Pablo S. Coakley

El 11 de diciembre, el Arzobispo 
Paul Coakley dio la bienvenida a 
miles de los primeros peregrinos al 
Santuario del Beato Stanley Rother. 
Celebró Misa y bendijo estatuas de 
Nuestra Señora de Guadalupe y San 
Juan Diego en el Cerro Tepeyac. 

Los terrenos del santuario están 
cerrados ahora hasta la finalización 
de la construcción, pero asegúrese 
de marcar el calendario para la ded-
icación de la iglesia del santuario 
el 17 de febrero de 2023. A partir 
de esa fecha, el santuario estará 
oficialmente abierto al público y los 
peregrinos viajarán de cerca y de 
lejos para buscar la intercesión del 
Beato Stanley.

Beato Stanley Rother, ¡ruega por 
nosotros!

Las actualizaciones 
del Santuario

Y el Verbo se hizo carne 
Hemos concluido el tiempo de preparación 

del Adviento y ahora celebramos el gozoso 
tiempo de Navidad. ¡Feliz Navidad a todos ust-
edes y a sus seres queridos!

Más que ningún otro tiempo, el tiempo de 
Navidad es uno de gozo y maravilla, y no solo 
para los niños, sino para todos los que aún 
tienen un corazón de niño. La Iglesia ha sido 
por mucho tiempo cautivada por el misterio 
salvífico de la encarnación que celebramos en 
la Navidad. El hecho de que el Hijo eterno de 
Dios haya tomado la carne humana a través 
de la Santísima Virgen María es objeto de 
oraciones, himnos y devociones populares en 
todas las culturas.     

En la Sagrada Liturgia, normalmente rever-
enciamos la encarnación con una genuflexión. 
De manera similar, cuando rezamos el An-
gelus, normalmente doblamos una rodilla al 
tiempo que decimos, “y el Verbo se hizo carne”. 
Como lo proclama la Sagrada Escritura, “para 
que al nombre de Jesús toda rodilla se doble 
en los cielos, en la tierra y en los abismos” (Fil 
2,10).

Ya sea que digamos su Santo Nombre o nos 
refiramos al misterio de la encarnación por 
medio del cual el Hijo de Dios recibió su nom-
bre, nuestra fe reverencia la dignidad que Dios 
ha puesto sobre nuestra humanidad. Esto es 
especialmente cierto cuando se trata de rever-
enciar el misterio por medio del cual Dios se 
acercó tanto a nosotros hasta tomar nuestra 
propia carne. 

Seguramente han notado esta reverencia en 
cada Misa, cuando recitamos el Credo. Normal-
mente inclinamos la cabeza cuando decimos 
las líneas que proclaman nuestra fe en la en-
carnación. Esa reverencia se convierte en una 

genuflexión en las Misas de la Solemnidad de 
la Navidad y la Solemnidad de la Anunciación. 

Algunos de ustedes recordarán que hace 
unas décadas, muchas de las Misas termina-
ban con la lectura del rico pasaje teológico del 
prólogo del Evangelio de San Juan (Jn 1,1-4). 
Cuando se proclamaba ese pasaje del Evange-
lio, tanto el sacerdote como el resto de la con-
gregación hacían una genuflexión al escuchar 
las palabras “Y el Verbo se hizo carne”. 

Nuestro siempre ocupado mundo olvida 
pensar en la Navidad como una realidad rica y 
profundamente teológica. La cultura secular ha 
transformado la Navidad en un tiempo festivo 
de invierno. Muchas de las tarjetas de Navidad 
y las decoraciones no tienen nada que ver con 
la venida de Dios en la carne. Sin embargo, si 
hemos observado bien el Adviento y nos hemos 
preparado para la Navidad con arrepentimiento 
y paciente espera, entonces comprenderemos 
que necesitamos el amor generoso y la miseri-
cordia que solo Dios nos puede dar. 

Para los católicos, y para todos que aquellos 
que se aferran a una visión cristiana del mun-
do, este es el centro de esta temporada, la cual 
está bendecida por el amor de Dios y sigue 
siendo un momento precioso para estar con la 
familia y los seres queridos. 

No pretendo poner una sombra sobre el gozo 
de la Navidad. Sin embargo, ¿pueden nuestros 
ojos ignorar la paradoja de nuestro tiempo que 
se encuentra en gran medida en una guerra 
contra la dignidad de la carne humana? Un 
mundo que busca primero nuestro propio 
placer, que separa el amor esponsal de su 
fuente que busca que se comparta en el amor 
fructíferamente creativo de Dios. Nuestra fe 
católica proclama que el amor sexual es parte 

del compromi-
so matrimonial 
de un hombre y 
una mujer y que 
la concepción de 
una nueva vida 
debe ser recibida 
como una bendi-
ción. Pero nuestro 
mundo común-
mente acepta que el ser más vulnerable en el 
vientre materno puede ser eliminado si es visto 
como una inconveniencia. 

Enraizados en nuestra fe, proclamamos la 
dignidad inherente de los no nacidos y de toda 
persona humana. Algunas tendencias cultura-
les problemáticas dicen que nuestro mundo 
está en guerra con la carne humana enfrentan-
do al individuo contra su propio cuerpo. La 
carne (y toda dignidad humana) que hemos 
recibido puede ser rechazada por ideologías de 
género que ven la carne como una proyección 
de nuestra mente y como una identidad de 
género que cada uno elige. 

Ciertamente el mundo en el que el Hijo de 
Dios decidió nacer tenía tantos problemas 
como nuestro mundo hoy en día. Vino a sal-
varnos del pecado y a dar una dignidad nueva 
a la carne humana. Todos los que celebramos 
el verdadero significado de la Navidad procla-
mamos la verdadera dignidad de la persona 
humana y las consecuencias de la encarnación 
de Dios en nuestro mundo. Que el testimonio 
de nuestras vidas proclame las Buenas Nuevas 
y nos lleve a una mayor reverencia hacia la 
manera como Dios nos ha dignificado, ¡con-
virtiéndose en uno de nosotros en la carne!

Connie Diaz

Connie Diaz es la coordinadora de alcance de la Secretaría de Evangelización y 
Catequesis. Acompaña y apoya movimientos externos y organiza la formación de la 
comunidad hispana. Ha trabajado en la cancillería durante tres años. En su tiempo 
libre, le gusta leer, caminar, 
bailar y pasar tiempo en la 
naturaleza, especialmente en 
los lagos.
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El 3 de diciembre se llevó a cabo un re-
tiro de Adviento para jóvenes hispanos 
en el Centro Pastoral Católico en Okla-
homa City. Los jóvenes participaron y 
aprendieron que es el Adviento y que 
pueden hacer por sus comunidades. 
La mayoría de los jóvenes que asist-
ieron eran de la Iglesia Católica del 
Sagrado Corazón en Oklahoma City. 
Los coordinadores fueron Humberto 
Álvarez, Diana Hernández y algunos 
voluntarios de la Iglesia Católica del 
Sagrado Corazón en Oklahoma City. 
Fotos proporcionadas.

El 8 de diciembre, Fiesta de la 
Inmaculada Concepción, mujeres 
de todo el mundo incluyendo 
Oklahoma, se reunieron para 
rezar el Rosario por la paz en 
el mundo, la conversión de los 
pecadores y las intenciones del 
Inmaculado Corazón de María. 
Las mujeres de la Iglesia Católica 
del Sagrado Corazón en Oklaho-
ma City realizaron una procesión 
y recibieron a mujeres de todas 
las parroquias de la arquidióce-
sis. Fotos proporcionadas.

El 9 de diciembre, lí-
deres laicos del mov-
imiento carismático 
hispano agradecieron al 
Arzobispo Coakley por 
su apoyo y atención a 
la comunidad hispana 
en la Arquidiócesis de 
Oklahoma City. Tam-
bién asistieron los 
empleados de la Ar-
quidiócesis Luis Soto 
y Connie Díaz. Fotos 
proporcionadas.

Los feligreses de la Iglesia Católica St. 
James the Greater en Oklahoma recibieron 
diferentes bendiciones, incluidos los votos 
matrimoniales el 6 de diciembre del Diácono. 
Rodrigo Montelongo, de Saltillo, México, el 
Padre Scott Boeckman y el Diácono. Arnoldo 
Moreno. Fotos proporcionadas.
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Briefs

I used to love Christmas, but 
dread the new year. Christmas 
was a culmination of generosity, 
both given and received, and it 
created a sentiment of feeling 
good about what I had done. 
The new year, on the other 
hand, was a time for reflection. 
What I dreaded was recalling 
my unfulfilled good intentions 
that were connected to certain 
dates on the calendar. In some 
instances, the intentions dis-
sipated because of my neglect. 
Reviewing others, I experienced 
discouragement because I 
knew how much effort I had 
expended, and yet nothing had 
changed. Making resolutions 
seemed futile.

As I have come to know Jesus 
Christ more, I have gradually 
learned that my life is not about 
what I achieve or don’t achieve. 
My satisfaction and motivation 
rests in offering back to God the 
capacity he has endowed me 
with in every event and cir-
cumstance. The July 3, 2022, 
episode of “Living Catholic” 
echoed this realization in a way 
only Father Don Wolf, the host, 
can relate.

Father Wolf distilled the 
complex components of the 
landmark reversal of the Roe v. 
Wade Supreme Court decision.

He guided his listeners in 
understanding the original 
decision and the events that 
led to its reversal in June 2022, 
within the context of what oblig-
es a person who wants to follow 
Christ. He discussed the deter-
mination of the “prevailing cul-
ture to make abortion disappear 
as a moral issue by letting it 
slide into the landscape of what 
we see and hear every day.”

As with any of Father Wolf’s 
instructions, this one contained 
bits of history, facts surround-
ing the consequences and 
numerous ideas to ponder that 
translate into how we might 
live out our Catholic faith and 
become the face of Jesus to 
others. He examined the mag-
nitude of the abortion death toll 

for American babies because of 
this decision, and commented 
on the irony of making abor-
tion commonplace against the 
backdrop of that many deaths 
and wove it all into the theory of 
societal scapegoats. He summa-
rized, noting that as our society 
has become more prosperous, 
and more people in the soci-
ety have access to wealth and 
freedom, there is a price to pay, 
and our society has become 
more willing to sacrifice the 
most vulnerable and defense-
less as the tradeoff.

Father Wolf pointed to our 
civilization of technology and 
“humane” practices as not that 
different from more primitive 
cultures who had for centuries 
engaged in human sacrifice in 
hopes of a better life. It is Jesus 
dying on the cross, Father Wolf 
concluded, once for all, that 
ends this violent cycle for hu-
manity.

All of this was profound, but 
for 50 years our culture ignored 
most of the realities of abortion, 
and it became a constitutional 
right. During those 50 years, 
Catholics and other Christians 
continued to protest this affront 
to morality. 

“It didn’t matter,” opined Fa-
ther Wolf, “Until it did.” 

He characterized this as the 
virtue of perseverance.

To me, that was the heart of 
the message. Living out our 
faith despite no apparent result 
is evidence that we are at the 
disposal of God and his per-
fect plan. If we get discouraged 
and fail, we have a savior who 
makes up for our weaknesses 
and makes it possible for us to 
start again. With this in mind, 
we always have a part in God’s 
plan, but we are not running 
the show. 

We can no longer pray: “Dear 
God, Here is my heart’s desire, 
and here is how you can go 
about fulfilling it!”

Embrace the new year and 
its promise that you can play a 
part in God’s will. Roe v. Wade 
was overturned ... “be commit-
ted to the reality that the power 
of change rests in God,” em-
phasized Father Wolf, “Expect a 
miracle.”

Are you listening?
By Sally Crowe Nash

Rother store
Find items such as rosaries, 

prayer cards, books and Guate-
malan crafts at the Rother Store 
online at rotherstore.com.

Become a seminarian pen pal!
Our seminarians are away from 

home for months at a time during 
their formation. While at seminary, 
they would like to hear from people 
back home in Oklahoma! To be-
come a Seminarian Pen Pal, go on-
line to archokc.org/penpal to find 
their addresses and write a note.

Eucharistic Adoration
Eucharistic Adoration will take 

place every Thursday after the 
11:30 a.m. Mass, from noon to 
3:50 p.m. in the St. Francis de 
Sales Chapel at the Catholic Pas-
toral Center, 7501 Northwest Ex-
pressway. The period of adoration 
will conclude with benediction.

Luncheons4Life
The next Luncheons4Life is 

11:30 a.m. Jan. 12 at the Catholic 
Pastoral Center, 7501 Northwest 
Expressway in Oklahoma City. 
Featured speaker Mickey Butler 
will speak about “From the grief of 
grace program.” RSVP to  
jvandervort@archokc.org. 

Oklahoma March for Life
The Oklahoma March for Life 

begins at 10 a.m. Jan. 21 and 
the route is from the Oklahoma 
City National Memorial to the 
state capitol building. Featured 
speakers are Archbishop Coakley 
and Owen Nease, Ph.D., pastor, 
Oklahoma City Emmaus Baptist 
Church. Mass will be celebrated at 
8:30 a.m. at St. Joseph Old Cathe-
dral, 307 N.W. 4 St. in Oklahoma 
City. 

Worldwide Marriage Encounter
The next Worldwide Marriage 

Encounter weekend is Jan. 27-
29, 2023, at the Catholic Pastoral 
Center, 7501 Northwest Express-
way in Oklahoma City. Couples 
will grow closer in love and find 
new ways of communicating with 
their spouse. Contact Bryan and 
Karen Berland at bkberland@
gmail.com, (405) 850-4274 or reg-
ister online at meoklahoma.org.

Day of Reflection
Day of Reflection, “The Gift of the 

Eucharist,” presented by Br. Da-
mian Whalen, O.S.B., is 8:30 a.m. 
- 3 p.m. Jan. 28 at St. Gregory’s 
Abbey, 1900 W. MacArthur St., 
Shawnee. Limited seating. Attend-
ees must pre-register by e-mailing 
retreats@monksok.org, via the link 
at monksok.org or call (405) 878-
5656. Cost $30 pre-paid or $35 at 
the door. Lunch included.

Catholic Schools Week
Celebrate Catholic Schools Week 

Jan. 28 - Feb. 4. Learn more about 
Catholic schools in the Archdio-
cese of Oklahoma City at archokc.
org/schools.

Green Tie Gala
Catholic Charities of the Arch-

diocese of Oklahoma City’s Green 
Tie Gala is 5:30 p.m. – 10:30 p.m. 
Feb. 4 at the National Cowboy & 
Western Heritage Museum, 1700 
Northeast 63 St. in Oklahoma 
City. This fundraising event di-
rectly supports the operations of 
Sanctuary Women’s Development 
Centers in Oklahoma City and in 
Norman. Advanced reservations 
required. Visit GreenTieGala.org or 
call (405) 523-3000, Ext. 244.

Rose Day
Rose Day 2023 is Feb. 8 at the 

Oklahoma State Capitol. Regis-
tration is 9 a.m. on the second 
floor rotunda. Rose distribution 
begins at 9:30 a.m. The indoor 
rally begins at 11:30 a.m. in the 
Oklahoma House of Representa-
tives Chamber, fourth floor. Visit 
roseday.life.

Magic at the Mount Gala
Mount St. Mary Catholic High 

School Magic at The Mount Gala 
is Feb. 11 at The Omni, 100 West 
Oklahoma City Blvd. in Oklahoma 
City.

Oklahoma Catholic Men’s   
Conference

The 2023 In The Father’s 
Footsteps XXVII Catholic Men’s 
Conference is 8:45 a.m. – 4:30 
p.m. Feb. 25 at Embassy Suites, 
2501 Conference Dr. in Norman. 
Speakers are Fr. Dave Pivan-
ko, Jon Leonetti, Robert Rogers 
and Sr. Mary Michael Fox. Visit 
catholicmen.net.

Oklahoma Catholic Women’s 
Conference

The 2023 Oklahoma Catholic 
Women’s conference is March 4 at 
Embassy Suites, 2501 Conference 
Dr. in Norman. Guest speakers 
are Fr. Donald Calloway, Heath-
er Khym and Dan and Stephanie 
Burke. Tickets: $65; $39 students. 
Visit okcatholicwomen.com. 

Faith community nurses’ 
conference

Registration is open for 16th 
annual Faith Community Nurses’ 
Conference, titled “Nurses Minis-
tering with Strengths, Gifts and 
Resources Through the Faith Com-
munity and Beyond.” This online 
and in person conference is March 
2-3, 2023, will provide spiritual 
gifts used by nurses and health 
ministers in their faith community 
nursing ministry. Registration in-
formation and brochure available 
at fcnaok.org (Under events, doc-
uments and brochures). Register 
at forms.gle/PP37jCBng2Vateq6A. 
FCNA OK is approved as a provid-
er of continuing nursing educa-
tion by the Kansas State Board of 
Nursing. This course is approved 
for 6.25 contact hours applica-
ble for APRN, RN, LPN, or LMHT 
relicensure. Kansas State Board of 
Nursing provider number LT0298-
0316.

Holy Innocents’ Chapel
The only freestanding 24/7 per-

petual adoration chapel in Oklaho-
ma City, dedicated to the protec-
tion of all life from conception until 
natural death, is seeking more 

dedicated and substitute adorers. 
The chapel is located at 6114 N.W. 
63 in Warr Acres. Contact Julie 
Mayfield (English), (405) 413-0272; 
Maria Santana (Spanish), (405) 
664-3052.
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December

25  Solemnity of the Nativity of   
      the Lord (Christmas).

25  Midnight Mass, The Cathe-
      dral of Our Lady of Perpetual 
      Help, 3214 N. Lake Ave., 
      Oklahoma City.

26  Feast of St. Stephen.

26  CPC closed Dec. 23-Jan. 2.

27  Feast of St. John.

28  Feast of the Holy Innocents.

29  Fifth day within the Octave of 
      the Nativity of the Lord.

29  Feast of St. Thomas Becket.

30  Solemnity of the Holy Family 
      of Jesus, Mary and Joseph.

31  Seventh day within the Oc-
      tave of the Nativity of the Lord.

31  Feast of St. Sylvester I.

31  Pray the Rosary for Life, 9:30 
      a.m., Our Lady of Lebanon 
      Catholic Church, 500 Alameda 
      St., Norman. 

January

1    New Year’s Day.

1    Solemnity of Mary, the Holy 
      Mother of God.

Calendar
This calendar only covers the two weeks between issue dates and may not reflect all of the calendar items. To see a full calendar, go to soonercatholic.org.
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1   The Octave Day of the Nativity   
     of the Lord.

2   Feast of Sts. Basil the Great 
     and Gregory Nazianzen.

3   The Most Holy Name of Jesus.

4   Feast of St. Elizabeth Ann 
     Seton.

5   Feast of St. John Neumann.

6   Feast of St. Andre Bessette.

6   First Friday Sacred Heart Mass, 
     7 p.m., Catholic Pastoral Cen-
     ter, OKC. 

7   Lay Missionaries of Charity 
     meeting 9:30 a.m., St. Ann.   
     Third Saturday of the month 
     meeting at Holy Innocents’ 
     conference room

7   Pray the Rosary for Life, 9:30 
     a.m., Our Lady of Lebanon 
     Catholic Church, 500 Alameda 
     St., Norman. 

8    The Epiphany of the Lord.

9    The Baptism of the Lord.

10  First week in Ordinary Time.

11  Catholic War Veterans USA 
      the Oklahoma Memorial Post 
      No. 168 meeting, 7 p.m., Sun-
      nylane Family Reception Cen-
      ter, 3900 S.E. 29, Del City. 

12  Luncheons4Life. 11:30 a.m., 

       Catholic Pastoral Center, 7501 
       Northwest Expressway, OKC. 
       
13   Feast of St. Hilary.

14   Pray the Rosary for Life, 9:30 
       a.m., Our Lady of Lebanon 
       Catholic Church, 500 Alameda 
       St., Norman. 

15   Second Sunday in Ordinary 
       Time.

15   The Secular Franciscan Order 
       (OFS) St. Francis of Assisi 
       Fraternity of Central Oklaho-
       ma meeting, 2 p.m., St. Eu-
       gene Catholic Church, OKC. 

16   Rev. Martin Luther King Jr. 
       Day.

17   Feast of St. Anthony, Abbot.

17   Monthly Novena to the Infant 
       Jesus of Prague begins.

17   Serra Club of Oklahoma City 
       meeting, 10:30 a.m., Catholic 
       Pastoral Center, 7501 North-
       west Expressway, OKC. 

17   Suicide grief support group, 6   
      p.m. - 7 p.m., St. Francis of 
      Assisi Catholic Church, 1901 
      N.W. 18, OKC.

18  Week of Prayer for Christian 
      Unity begins.

20  Feast of St. Fabian.

21  Feast of St. Agnes.

21  Oklahoma March for Life, 10 
      a.m., Oklahoma City National 
      Memorial to state capitol.

21  The OKC Community of Secu-
      lar Carmelites meeting, Little 
      Flower Catholic Church, 1125 
      S. Walker Ave., OKC. 

22  Third Sunday in Ordinary 
      Time.

22  Day of Prayer for the Legal 
      Protection of Unborn Children.

23  Feast of St. Marianne Cope.

23  Feast of St. Vincent.

24  Feast of St. Francis de Sales.

25  The Conversion of St. Paul the 
      Apostle.

26  Feast of Sts. Timothy and 
      Titus.

27  Feast of St. Angela Merici.

27  Worldwide Marriage Encounter 
       weekend, Catholic Pastoral 
      Center, 7501 Northwest Ex-
      pressway, OKC.

28  Feast of St. Thomas Aquinas.

28  National Catholic Schools 
      Week begins.

28  Day of Reflection, 8:30a.m. - 
      3 p.m., St. Gregory’s Abbey, 
      1900 W. MacArthur St., 
      Shawnee.
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