
The 2022 Safe Haven Sunday on March 26-27 
provides a chance for discussion and dissemination 
of resources on the harmful effects of pornography, 
and how it negatively impacts marriages, families and 
communities. With pornography now available on 
multiple platforms, including cell phones, Safe Haven 
Sunday and its resources provides ways to safeguard 
families and recover from addiction.

“Safe Haven Sunday is a weekend set aside by di-
oceses and parishes to directly address the harms of 
pornography in an appropriate way. Within the con-
text of the Mass, dioceses and parishes can provide 
teaching and resources that will support and protect 
individuals, marriages and families in making all 
homes a safe haven,” said the 2015 U.S. Conference 
of Catholic Bishops’ formal statement on pornography 
“Create in Me a Clean Heart: A Pastoral Response to 
Pornography.” 
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Go Make Disciples

Safe Haven Sunday helps address 
evil, addiction of pornography

By Jolene Schonchin 
The Sooner Catholic

Oklahoma Catholic Women’s Conference 
draws hundreds, builds faith

Synod 
Discernment 

Sessionscontinued on page 20

The Oklahoma Catholic Women’s Conference was 
held Feb. 26 in Norman. Speakers were Kimberly 
Hahn, Leah Darrow and Sr. Marie Veritas. Photos 
Chris Porter/Sooner Catholic.

By Eliana Tedrow 
The Sooner Catholic

In response to the call 
from Pope Francis for 
every diocese around the 
world to host a series of 
opportunities to discuss 
the future of the Church 
- things they like and 
things they would like to 
see improved or changed 
- parishes throughout the 
archdiocese are hosting 
Synod Discernment Ses-
sions.

There are sessions avail-
able in English, Spanish 
and Vietnamese.

The next sessions are:

• March 16 - St. 
Joseph Catholic 
Church, Ada

• March 17 - Holy 
Family Catholic 
Church, Lawton

• March 20 - St. 
Andrew Dung Lac 
Catholic Church, 
OKC (Vietnamese)

• March 29 - Catho-
lic Pastoral Center 
(Spanish)

• March 30 - St. Fran-
ces Cabrini Catholic 
Church, Beaver

• March 31 - St. Mary 
Catholic Church, 
Ponca City

Find the schedule and 
register at archokc.org/ 
synod. Contact Larann 
Wilson at lwilson@ 
archokc.org.

“For a Synodal Church: 
Communion, Participation 

and Mission.”

More than 800 
women braved 
icy conditions 
Feb. 26 to 

gather at the 2022 Okla-
homa Catholic Women’s 
Conference in Norman. It 
was the 15th year for the 
annual event.

“Welcome, Oklahoma 
Women!” said Meg Beck-
man, conference commit-
tee chair, before intro-
ducing Father Alex Kroll, 
chaplain for the confer-
ence.

Father Kroll walked on 
stage to loud cheers. He 
gave the opening bless-
ing, asking the Holy Spirit 
to “make saints of these 
women gathered today.”

New at the wom-
en’s conference 
this year was a 
“Religious Order 
Corner” initiative, 
funded by the 
Catholic Founda-
tion of Oklahoma. 
The “corner” show-
cased 11 religious 
orders who were 
available for single 
women to discern 
if they might be 
called to religious 
life. 

continued on page 10
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By Sooner Catholic Staff

Additional coverage of 
Church and archdiocesan 
news and events, only on 
soonercatholic.org.

a To send photos, event 
information or story ideas, 
e-mail communications@
archokc.org.

a For the Church, that we 
may be a witness to Christ’s 
love by practicing charity and 
promoting justice and peace 
throughout the world. We 
pray to the Lord. Lord, hear 
our prayer. 

a The Spring 40 Days for 
Life campaign ends April 10. 
Visit 40daysforlife.com.

a Listening Sessions - 
Dcn. Roy Callison and Susan 
Callison with the American 
Indian Catholic Outreach 
office are conducting Lis-
tening Sessions throughout 
the Archdiocese of Oklaho-
ma City and the Diocese of 
Tulsa to provide a forum 
fo0r people to discuss their 
experiences in former Catho-
lic Indian boarding schools in 
Oklahoma. Find the sched-
ule at archokc.org/aico. For 
more information, contact 
Dcn. Callison at rcallison@
archokc.org or visit archokc.
org/oknativeschoolsproject.

Find more 
news on the 

website

Archbishop Coakley’s Calendar
The following events are part of Archbishop Coakley’s official calendar.

Put Out Into the Deep
Luke 5:4

Each year during Lent, the Church invites us to 
set out on a journey of repentance and renewal. It’s 
that time of year again! We began our journey on Ash 
Wednesday. 

Though it’s not a Holy Day of Obligation, Ash 
Wednesday liturgies are among the most popular and 
well-attended of the whole year. It resonates with our 
need to set things right. 

We are called to repent and believe the Good News: 
God loves us. He sent his Son Jesus to suffer and die 
for us. He has risen from the dead and shares his life 
with us. This is the heart of the Gospel. Lent refocuses 
our attention. 

From the earliest Christian centuries, Lent was the 
time of final preparation for those preparing for Bap-
tism. Recently, on the first Sunday of Lent in cathedrals 
throughout the world, catechumens and candidates par-
ticipated in the Rite of Election and Call to Continuing 
Conversion in preparation for the celebration of Baptism 
and the Sacraments of Initiation at the Easter Vigil.

In subsequent centuries, Lent became a season of 
special observance for all the members of the Church 
who accompanied the catechumens by their prayers, 
and prepared to renew their own Baptismal promis-
es at Easter. This is the rich meaning and goal of the 
Lenten journey still today. 

We begin the Lenten journey by being signed with 
ashes. The journey leads to the glorious celebration of 
our victory over sin during the Paschal Triduum. We 
share Jesus’ paschal journey through death to new life. 

Lent is a season of repentance during which we ac-
knowledge our sins, seek mercy and pray for a change 
of heart. Unfortunately, we sometimes satisfy ourselves 
with only superficial gestures during Lent. The Lord 
offers us more. The true grace of Lent invites us to pro-
found repentance and a reordering of all that is disor-
dered and distorted by sin in our lives.

In the Gospel for Ash Wednesday, Jesus challenges 
us to be sure that our religious observances are direct-
ed toward pleasing God rather than impressing others: 
“Be on guard against performing religious acts for peo-
ple to see.” Our Lenten observances need to have both 
an inner quality and an outward expression.

In that same Gospel, Jesus prescribes the three tra-
ditional practices of the Lenten season: prayer, fasting 
and almsgiving. These practices are valid for Christians 
in every age. We can be creative in how we use them, 
but it is important that our Lenten observances involve 
some aspect of all three.  

Fasting is a way of expressing our prayer bodily while 
seeking freedom from self-indulgent appetites. As Cath-
olics we have an obligation to fast and abstain from 
meat on certain days of Lent. 

But, fasting can be more. We also can fast or ab-
stain from other comforts and distracting habits such 

as social media, televi-
sion, etc. Self-denial in 
whatever form helps us 
grow in interior freedom. 
Turning away from sin 
and seeking pardon 
through the Sacrament 
of Penance is a funda-
mental element of Lenten 
preparation for Easter.

Prayer is what gives 
our fasting and other works of penance a true interior 
quality. Many individuals, families and parishes have 
their special Lenten customs. The traditional Stations 
of the Cross on Fridays are a popular way of accompa-
nying the Lord on the journey of his bitter passion and 
entering deeply into the mystery of God’s love for us. 

Reading and praying with the Scriptures, especially 
the liturgical readings of each day, can make this a 
profoundly rich season of grace. Some make the com-
mitment to attend weekday Masses more frequently. 

Almsgiving, or sharing with others, is important 
so that our spiritual exercises don’t leave us self-ab-
sorbed, but rather help us reach out to others in 
mercy. The Lenten journey gives us the opportunity to 
express our repentance by opening our hearts both to 
the Lord and to our brothers and sisters, especially the 
poor. Setting aside something for the poor as the fruit 
of our own self-denial is an important way of combin-
ing the disciplines of fasting and almsgiving. 

Practicing the corporal and spiritual works of mer-
cy can guide our Lenten practice and make it even 
more fruitful. Leading a Bible study, visiting the sick, 
the homebound or the incarcerated, volunteering to 
help feed the hungry or leading a clothing drive in the 
community are among the many ways we are invited 
to enter fully into the season of Lent and experience a 
profound and lasting change of heart.

The ways of observing Lent only are limited by our 
own creativity. The Church offers us minimum stan-
dards such as the serious obligation to abstain from 
meat on the Fridays of Lent and to fast and abstain 
on Ash Wednesday and Good Friday. We build on that 
foundation, but are encouraged to seek more.

Some of us are procrastinators. We may wait until 
Lent is nearly over before getting started. Now is the 
time to prayerfully decide how the Lord is calling us to 
observe this season. 

What are the sins we need to uproot? What are the 
virtues we need to cultivate? What are the steps we 
need to take to realize these desires? Start with these 
questions and formulate a simple and realistic plan.

Lent is a shared journey of faith. Let us pray for one 
another.

Archbishop Paul S. Coakley

Have you begun your Lenten journey?

Grant, we pray, 
O Lord, that, schooled 

through Lenten observance 
and nourished by your word, 

we may be devoted to you 
with all our heart and be ever 

united in prayer. 
Through our Lord Jesus 

Christ, your Son, who lives 
and reigns with you in the 
unity of the Holy Spirit, one 

God, for ever and ever. 
Amen.

@archokc

Archdiocese of 
Oklahoma City

Arquidiócesis de 
Oklahoma City

March 13 – Confirmation, 10:30 a.m., St. Anthony of Padua, Okeene (w/ St. Ann, Fairview)
March 14 – Speak to Pilgrimage Directors Conference about Blessed Stanley Rother Shrine, Washington, D.C. 
March 15-16 – U.S. Conference of Catholic Bishops Administrative Committee meeting, Washington, D.C.
March 17 – Senior Staff meeting, 10 a.m., Catholic Pastoral Center
March 17 – Mass, 11:30 a.m., St. Francis de Sales Chapel, CPC 
March 17 – Blessed Stanley Rother Shrine Board meeting, 2 p.m., CPC 
March 18 – St. John Paul II Lecture, Archdiocese of Omaha, St. John Paul II Newman Center, Omaha
March 20 – Confirmation, 8:30 a.m., Prince of Peace, Altus
March 20 – Confirmation, Noon, St. Helen, Frederick
March 21 – USCCB Divine Worship Committee Virtual meeting, 11 a.m.
March 21-22 – Spring Clergy Days, CPC
March 22 – Mass, 11:30 a.m., St. Francis de Sales Chapel, CPC 
March 24 – Mass, 11:30 a.m., St. Francis de Sales Chapel, CPC 
March 24 – Blessed Stanley Rother Shrine Dedication Committee meeting, 1 p.m., CPC 
March 24 – Priests Continuing Education Committee meeting, 3 p.m., CPC 
March 24 – Confirmation, 6:30 p.m., St. Monica, Edmond
March 25 – School Mass, 10:30 a.m., Mount St. Mary Catholic High School, 10:30 a.m.
March 26 – Confirmation, 5 p.m., Christ the King, OKC 
March 27 – Scotch and Cigars event benefitting Catholic Charities, 5 p.m., archbishop’s residence
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Catholic Charities welcomes final Afghan 
family to Oklahoma City

Blessed Stanley Rother Shrine 
construction progress

Included in the Blessed Stanley 
Rother Shrine campus will be a Pilgrim 
Center, which will welcome pilgrims 
from all over the world to experience 
the magnificent holy place built to glo-
rify God and pray for the intercession 
of Blessed Stanley. It also will contain 
a museum where Blessed Stanley’s life, 
mission, martyrdom and beatification 
will be featured.

Rother shrine update

Catholic Charities of the Archdiocese of Okla-
homa City welcomed the last expected family 
of Afghan refugees at Will Rogers World Airport 
on Feb. 15, on par with the federal government 
goal of moving all refugees from military bases 
by Feb. 15. 

A large group gathered to greet the family of 
seven at the airport, making it a total of 1,000 
refugees resettled in Oklahoma City since 
mid-September. To date, more than 74,400 
Afghan evacuees have joined new communities 
across the country.

“This effort reflected the best angels of Okla-
homa City’s nature,” said Oklahoma City 
Mayor David Holt. “It maintains our existing 
reputation as a welcoming community. I am so 
proud that we became a national model in this 
effort, and I am so grateful to Catholic Char-
ities and its partners for making us proud. I 
look forward to seeing what this new Afghan 
community adds to our city in the years to 
come.”

On average, it takes more than a month 
to move families into permanent housing. A 
job developer employed by Catholic Charities 
works with individuals to find work suitable to 
their skills and the location of their home. 

“We’ve just touched the surface in terms of re-
settling the refugees into Oklahoma,” said Mark 
Chan, director of refugee resettlement for Catho-
lic Charities. “Arrival is just the initial step.”

The next few years will be vital in helping the 
families find sustainability. 

Long-term suc-
cess will hinge on 
the next phases to 
educate, employ 
and find housing 
so they can thrive 
in their new envi-
ronment.

“We are currently 
providing cultural 
enrichment class-
es, English as a 
Second Language 
classes and other 
educational compo-
nents that will aid 
in rebuilding their 
lives. Every single 
child in permanent 
housing so far is 
enrolled in school. 
It’s amazing to see 
so much happen so 
quickly,” said The-
resa Flannery, senior director of family support 
services.

Catholic Charities has an alliance of com-
munity partners that have helped in the reset-
tlement efforts. To date, every home that the 
refugees have moved into have been completely 
sponsored by donors in the community.

Before entering the United States, Afghan 
refugees must undergo a rigorous vetting 

process, including screening conducted by the 
U.S. Department of Homeland Security, U.S. 
Department of Defense, the National Counter-
terrorism Center and other biometric screening 
processes.

Those interested in supporting the reset-
tlement of Afghan families through Catholic 
Charities, can go to bit.ly/RefugeeAssistance 
for more information. 

Case managers from Catholic Charities gather at Will Rogers World Airport. Photo 
provided.

Catholic Relief Services responds 
to growing humanitarian, refugee 

crisis in Ukraine
BALTIMORE, Md. – As 

the Ukrainian conflict con-
tinues unabated, Catholic 
Relief Services is deploy-
ing staff and resources to 
support the Church as it 

responds to the unfolding 
humanitarian crisis across 
a handful of affected coun-
tries.  

“The scale of the suffer-
ing is devastating,” said 

Sean Callahan, CRS 
president and 
CEO. “It’s easy to 
forget that there 
are human faces 
behind the stag-
gering headlines. 
As we pray for 
peace, we must 
continue to do 
everything possi-
ble to support the 
survival and dig-
nity of Ukrainian 
families.”  

According to the 
United Nations Refugee 
Agency, more than 5 mil-
lion Ukrainians could be 
forced to flee the country 
if fighting persists, while 
millions of others could 
be displaced internally. 

Poland, Moldova and 
Romania are already 
seeing considerable 
upticks in the num-

ber of refugees crossing 
their borders. Poland has 
received nearly 300,000 
refugees and is preparing 
for many more. The Polish 
government has since set 
up reception centers near 

the border to process new 
arrivals. Regionally, as 
many as 500,000 people 
have fled Ukraine to date.  

CRS is sending staff 
and resources to support 
local Caritas partners in 
Ukraine, Romania, Moldo-
va and Poland to address 
the growing needs.  

How to Give
Visit crs.org, click on: 

“Help Families in Ukraine”
or visit:

archokc.org/ukraine

Ukrainian Crisis

continued on page 4
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From the Archives …

ARCHDIOCESE OF OKLAHOMA CITY ARCHIVES

John Frank Martin, a 
Catholic politician, 
became one of the first 

of his faith to hold an import-
ant public office in a time of 
extreme prejudice. In fact, he 
never shied away from wearing 
his Catholicity on his sleeve. 

Born in Missouri in 1892, 
his family moved to Oklaho-
ma City when he was a small 
child. He completed his law 
degree at Georgetown in 1914 
and returned home to practice 
his profession.

His interest in politics came 
to the fore early in his ca-
reer as he was elected to the 
Oklahoma State Legislature 
in 1921. Later serving on the 
city council, he decided to run 
for mayor of Oklahoma City 
in 1935, and won. Due to his 
being a member of the Catholic 
Church (and proudly so), his 
campaign was fraught with 
bigotry. 

Out of 29,000 votes cast, he 
won by a mere 80. The local 
press attributed his triumph 
to a “black cloud” of nuns and 
black voters.

Undeterred, he began his 
term with energy and 

a ferocity. His ten-
ure was constantly 
dogged by infighting 

of various factions in 
which eight city manag-
ers were hired and fired 
during his four years 
in office. Despite the 
obstacles, bond issues 
to build the city jail, 
police headquarters, 
the civic center and the 
present city hall all were 
constructed under his 
auspices.

He went on to become 
the director of the Okla-
homa State Fair and 
president of the Oklaho-
ma Tax Commission.

As for his unabashed 
Catholicism, Martin 
became involved in the 
Catholic Action move-
ment. This led to a 
friendship with Father 
Stephen Leven who 
was the innovator who 
paved the way for street 
preaching as the most basic 
style of evangelization. Mayor 
Martin joined Father Leven 
in Bristow as the first layman 
to become a street preacher. 
Armed only a podium and 
microphone, he spread the 
Gospel to anyone within shout-
ing distance. He also trained 
catechists to venture forth 
on Sundays to teach classes 

where no Catholics resided; 
such was his love for the faith.

After a life of service in both 
the civil and Church realms, 
he died on Dec. 28, 1968. His 
devotion to Christ and his 
Church was the motivating 
factor in all his endeavors and 
this Oklahoma pioneer did 
much to enlighten a non-Cath-
olic population and alleviate 
misconceptions.

A photo series from George Rigazzi, archdiocesan archivist

Mayor Martin, 1944

continued from page 3

Statement from 
Archbishop 
Coakley on 

Ukraine

“Today, our world is again 
facing the unnecessary 
suffering of war. Let us pray 
for our brothers and sisters 
in Ukraine who are facing 
devastation, fear and dis-
ruption of their families and 
faith communities. Pray that 
leaders of nations recognize 
the humanity of all peoples 
and work to resolve conflicts 
through diplomatic solutions. 
Pray for the young men and 
women sent into battle and 
for their families. Let us not 
become discouraged or afraid 
and instead trust in the Lord 
for healing and true peace.”

The Church’s initial support 
of displaced families includes, 
but is not limited to: 

• Food distributions;  
• Support reception centers 

at Caritas offices, train sta-
tions, transit hubs;  

• Transportation services;  
• Support for evacuation 

centers, shelter, food and 
counseling services;

• Evacuation of vulnerable 
children from conflict areas to 
centers in safe zones.

“The U.S. government must 

prioritize the needs of the 
Ukrainian people while at the 
same time balancing those 
needs with the many other 
crises playing out globally,” 
Callahan said. 

“We don’t know how long 
the conflict will last. But we 
do know that the Church’s 
support is vital to make sure 
those caught up in the fight-
ing don’t pay with their lives. 
As the Holy Father has said, 
‘Ordinary people are the real 
victims who pay for the follies 
of war with their own skin.’”

Archbishop Paul S. Coakley
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Mount investigative review complete; 
final resignations accepted

Maria de Lara

Maria is the front desk recep-
tionist at the Catholic Pastoral 
Center and has been with the 
chancery for more than two years. 
If you have been inside the chan-
cery, you may have had the plea-
sure of meeting her! She does an 
amazing job at making visitors feel 
welcome. Outside of the chancery, 
she enjoys photography and being 
out in nature because it reminds 
her of the beauty God created for 
us. 

In a letter to families of Mount 
Saint Mary Catholic High School, 
Interim Principal Diane Floyd 
announced the end of the review 
of information received from an 
independent investigator. 

Based on the information, the 
interim principal, with the full 
support of the board of trustees 
for the school, accepted the resig-
nations of Vice Principal Whitney 

Faires and Counselor Mallory 
Tecmire. The resignations are 
effective immediately.  

“We expect all school adminis-
trators, faculty and staff at the 
Mount to follow the Safe Envi-
ronment protocol, school policy 
and state law for reporting abuse 
or harassment of minors. Now 
that the review is complete, we 
are moving forward with our 

focus on the Voices for Human 
Dignity Task Force to ensure our 
words, actions and policies reflect 
our mission and Catholic social 
teachings,” Principal Floyd said 
in the letter.

For more information about 
the Voices for Human Dignity 
Task Force, visit mountstmary.
org/about-us/moving-the-mis-
sion-forward/afdf.

St. Patrick Catholic Church hosts 
St. Patrick’s Day festivities 

O’klahoma Irish Heritage Society to sponsor Mass March 17

Saint Patrick Catholic Church in 
Oklahoma City will celebrate its patron 
saint, Saint Patrick, with a special Saint 
Patrick’s Day Mass at 10 a.m. on March 
17 in partnership with the O’klahoma 
Irish Heritage Society.

“This is my first Saint Patrick’s Day 
at our parish and I’m of Irish descent 
myself, so I am really looking forward to 
celebrating this special Mass with our 
church family and community,” said 
Father Joseph Arledge, pastor.

The Mass will feature Irish hymns 
and a bagpipe to honor the missionary 
work of Saint Patrick in Ireland. A par-

ish potluck luncheon will follow in the 
Fellowship Hall.

“Every year, we look forward to the 
opportunity to celebrate Mass at Saint 
Patrick Catholic Church on Saint Pat-
rick’s Day,” said Tim O’Connor, member 
of the O’klahoma Irish Heritage Society.

The O’klahoma Irish Heritage Society 
works to preserve Ireland’s rich cultural 
heritage in Oklahoma. Every year, the 
O’klahoma Irish Heritage Society par-
ticipates in and supports Irish cultural 
events in Oklahoma City and promotes 
an annual parade in historic Stock-
yards City. 
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Rite of Election

St. Joseph Catholic Church, Norman St. Peter Catholic Church, Woodward Our Lady of Victory Catholic Church, Purcell

St. Thomas More Catholic Church, 
Norman

March 6, 2022
The Cathedral of Our Lady of Perpetual Help

Oklahoma City

Photos Chris Porter/Sooner Catholic and provided.
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Blessed Sacrament Catholic Church, Lawton

St. Mark the Evangelist Catholic Church, Norman Our Lady of Victory Catholic Church, Purcell

St. Eugene Catholic Church, Weatherford

St. Matthew Catholic Church, Elk City St. Benedict Catholic Church, Shawnee

St. Mary Catholic Church, Guthrie

St. Francis Xavier Catholic Church, Enid

St. Francis of Assisi Catholic Church, Oklahoma City

St. Teresa of Avila Catholic Church, Harrah St. James the Greater Catholic Church, Oklahoma 
City

St. Philip Neri Catholic Church, Midwest City

St. John Nepomuk Catholic Church, Yukon

St. John the Baptist Catholic Church, Edmond

St. Eugene Catholic Church, Oklahoma City

Rite of Election



Like an Oklahoma prairie fire on 
a windy day, the idea of pro-life 
billboards started and spread with 
a simple message.

From Norman to Tulsa, the 
simple message of “Choose Life” 
has spread through billboards, 
yard signs, bus stops benches and 
websites.

“People seem to always be 
looking for signs, God put it on 
(my) heart that we need to have 
a presence and a positive force 
out there,” said Vic Munding, life 
director for the Oklahoma Knights 
of Columbus.

Acting in faith, Munding and 
his late wife put up the money for 
the first “Choose Life” billboard. 
Munding’s wife passed away un-
expectedly two days before Christ-
mas in 2018 and never got to see 
the successful billboard campaign 
come to fruition.

In less than four years, the 
program has grown far beyond the 
dreams of the Mundings. Leading 
the battle against abortion are 
Ron Larchick and John Romero, 
co-chairman of the Faith in Ac-
tion Life Committee of the Knights 
of Columbus Council #12108 at 
Saint Mark the Evangelist Catholic 

Church in Norman. 
“There are 24 billboards shining 

the message of hope throughout 
Oklahoma, with plans to expand 
nationally,” Romero said. “Our bill-
boards will display where mothers 
can get all the help available to 
them in their area 
from free ultra-
sounds and sup-
plies to counseling 
and housing.”

Romero further 
explained, “We use 
Mary to symbol-
ize a pregnant 
mother with child. 
She understands 
the concerns, the 
uncertainty, the 
loneliness, the 
lack of financial 
certainty, especial-
ly during this pan-
demic. If anyone 
can sympathize 
with pregnant 
women, it would 
be the Blessed 
Mother.”   

In 2018, with 
Munding devastated by the death 
of his wife, Ron Larchick, picked 
up the effort and ran with it. It 
was mainly through his efforts 
that the program has grown to 
cover central Oklahoma. He also 

started the yard sign program. 
“Besides just the billboards 

and yards signs, what is so excit-
ing is some of the areas we have 
expanded into,” Larchick said. 
“As other denominations join our 
fight against abortion, our school 

children are raising funds to buy 
an ultrasound machine to provide 
free ultrasounds (cost is $17,500), 
pre-natal and post-natal centers, 
supplies and counseling for moth-
ers. The most important thing is 

to help expectant mothers know 
there are alternatives to abortion, 
and they can choose life.” 

Larchick and his wife, Linda, 
adopted a son 50 years ago. Linda 
Larchick is quoted on a billboard, 
“I thank God that my son’s biolog-

ical mother chose 
life, and I thank God 
for her and for our 
beautiful child God 
gave in a special act 
of love.”

Deacon Joe 
Vandervort, coor-
dinator of Respect 
Life Ministry for the 
Archdiocese of Okla-
homa City, said it is 
important to convert 
the heart of young 
people to choose life 
from birth to natu-
ral death. 

“Their heart is 
not in love with 
God who loved them 
enough to give them 
life,” he said.

For more infor-
mation on the “Choose Life” sign 
program, contact Ron Larchick at 
rllarchick@gmail.com, (405) 819-
9153.

Charles Albert is a freelance writ-
er for the Sooner Catholic.
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By Charles Albert 
The Sooner Catholic

Pro-life billboards promote alternatives

Leave a Legacy, Support the Church.

The Catholic Foundation of Oklahoma is here to help. 
Contact us (405)721-4115 or cfo@cfook.org. 

Visit our website for more information cfook.org
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NORMAN – The new Knights of 
Columbus Council #12108 Part-
ners for Life program at Saint 
Mark Catholic Church in Norman 
combines the pro-life resources of 
the Pro-life Billboard Campaign, 
the Ultrasound Initiative and the 
Qualified Pregnancy Centers. The 
goal of the Partners for Life pro-
gram is to expand the outreach of 

the “choose life” mission. 
Council #12108 Pro-life Bill-

board Campaign began in July 
2018 with two choose life bill-
boards in Oklahoma City. There 
now are 25 electronic billboards, 
displaying “Choose Life” in Elk 
City, Clinton, Tulsa, Oklahoma 
City, Edmond, Del City, Midwest 
City, Yukon and Norman, reaching 
nearly five million drivers a week.

The expansion of the Pro-life 
Billboard Campaign, the Ultra-
sound Initiative and the Quali-
fied Pregnancy Centers is made 
possible through the development 
of the kofcwecare.org website and 
the kofcliferesources.org website. 

The kofcwecare.org website fo-
cuses exclusively on the needs of 
abortion vulnerable women, seek-

ing support and help 
during pregnancy. 
The website includes 
links to 24 Qualified 
Pregnancy Centers 
that were recipients of 
ultrasound machines 
from the Oklahoma 
Knights of Columbus 
Ultrasound Initiative. 

The kofcliferesourc-
es.org website focuses 
on gathering numer-
ous pro-life resources 
in a central location. 
These resources en-
able members of local 
Knights of Columbus 
councils to develop 
a customized pro-
life program for their 
parishes and commu-
nities. 

The resources 
include customized 
pro-life yard signs 
for display and for 
use in processions 
and marches like the 
2022 March for Life 

in Oklahoma City. Council #2108 
also has donated yard signs 
to parishes that do not have a 
Knights of Columbus council, and 
to protestant churches.

To purchase pro-life yard signs, 
visit kofc12108.org. For more 
information about KofC pro-life 
resources, contact Ron Larchick 
at rllarchick@gmail.com, (405) 
819-9153.

“Partners for Life” program expands 
pro-life outreach

Sacred Heart Catholic Church Pastor Fr. Santos Licea and Ron Larchick, Knights 
of Columbus Council #12108, place pro-life yard signs donated by Council 
#12108 member Jim Bublis. Photos provided.

Pro-life yard signs were donated to Sr. Maria 
Faulkner’s GOLD house in Moore by a member of 
Council #12108. Two additional pro-life yard signs 
were donated to Sister Maria’s GOLD house in 
Oklahoma City.

Our Lady of Lebanon Catholic Church Pastor Fr. Nabil Mouannes and friends 
place pro-life yard signs donated by a member of Council #12108.



From the fresh cut flowers adorning the food tables 
to volunteers readily handing out cold water to moms 
caring for their babies, the hospitality of the volun-
teers ran through every detail of the conference. 

The conference is building on a three-year theme 
centered on the words “Be done.” This year, women 
were encouraged to meditate on the words “let it be 
done.” The day presented a mixture of quiet moments, 
laughter and tears. 

“I think it’s very beautiful to be here and be with 
other Catholic women and be able to connect,” said 
Isabel, a teenager from Saint Mary Catholic Church in 
Guthrie who attended the conference with her sisters, 
mom and grandma. 

The conference worship team that included Noelle 
Garcia, Silvia Vega, David McHugh, Sophie Starns 
and Ana Maria Vandervort, led praise and worship for 
the conference. 

Leah Darrow spoke first, opening the morning 
session with her talk, “She Who Believes.” Darrow 
recounted the decisions she made during her young 
adult years. She said her life had become one bad 
decision after another, eventually landing a spot on 
the reality TV show, America’s Next Top Model. The 
Catholic speaker, author and entrepreneur, said she 
was on a photoshoot set when she heard in her heart 
the words, “I made you for more.” Darrow’s decision 
to walk off the set that day led to a phone call to her 
dad who drove 2,000 miles to bring her home.

“We all have to start somewhere (with our spiritual 
walk),” Darrow said, encouraging women to “live in-
tentionally.” Intentional living is about paying atten-
tion to the mental, spiritual and routine areas of one’s 
mind. “Choose heaven every day,” she advised, to 
which the crowd stood for applause. 

Mary Blackstone, who attended with her 8-month-
old son, said she attended the conference virtually 

last year with a small group from Saint Monica Cath-
olic Church in Edmond.

“I feel like it’s harder to find time to invest in your 
prayer life if you have kids,” she said. “So, I try to do 
what I can.”

Sister Marie Veritas co-host of the popular Sisters of 
Life podcast “Let Love,” was the second speaker. She 
looked out over the audience, consoling the atten-
tive women, “You are; Therefore, you are loved,” she 
reminded them. 

Sister Veritas reiterated Darrow’s plea to the group, 
prayer is essential. 

“The voice in our heads tells us we’re not worthy. 
Little girl, I say to you, arise. Do not be afraid of our-
selves.” 

Sister Veritas touched on three main points: rest, 
leisure and delight. The devil hates when we truly 
rest, she said, because true rest is an act of faith. In 
a world where people are measured by what they can 
do. Women especially have demands put on them. 
They carry the weight of the world she told the at-
tendees.

“The world lies to us about who we are,” she said. 
Eleven-year-old Maddie de Keratry attended with 

her mom, Colleen. They are parishioners at Saint 
Eugene Catholic Church in Oklahoma City. It was 
Maddie’s first year to attend the conference in person.

“I like when people talk about what happened to 
them. I think it was awesome that Leah got the cour-
age to call her dad,” she said.

Maria Nunez and her friend, Zulema Garrity, stood 
next to the many vendors available to the partici-
pants. The two have been friends for decades and said 
the conference was an emotional experience for them. 

“Every one of the conferences we’ve been to has 
been good, but this one has been very emotional be-
cause of what’s been going on with the pandemic, es-
pecially the mental and spiritual issues,” Nunez said. 

“We as women go through a lot and needed this to 
be face-to-face with other women,” Garrity said.

Attendees could choose one of three afternoon 
breakout sessions, including Kimberly Hahn’s “Mak-
ing a Home for the Word,” where she explored family 
faith life and loving those who have left it. Sister Ma-
rie Veritas’s “Letting God Love You,” about discerning 
a vocation, and Father Alex Kroll’s “Living Your Little 
Way” about Saint Therese of Lisieux. 

After lunch, Kimberly Hahn presented “Chosen and 
Cherished,” highlighting numerous Bible verses that 
declare women as beloved by the Lord.

“God made you,” she said. “A spouse or children will 
affirm our worth, but they do not determine it. You 
are chosen and cherished.”

Hahn spoke in detail about the importance of rais-
ing a family, not only by example, but occasionally 
checking in with children to make sure they under-
stand what they are being taught. 

“When someone says, ‘I know you’re busy at home, 
but what are you doing for the church?’ respond that 
it is a genuine apostolate to raise your family, to pour 
yourself into your family. We don’t have to go home 
and be a fire hydrant, blasting everyone with the spir-
itual life. We need to ask the Lord, what do you want 
us to do? Start in these little ways.” 

A relic of conference patron, Saint Therese of Li-
sieux, the Little Flower, was displayed in an adoration 
chapel. Eucharistic adoration was available as well 
as confession, a rosary, exposition and benediction. 
Bishop Konderla celebrated the closing Mass. 

This year’s conference committee was comprised of 
Beckman, chairwoman; Johanna Sanchez, treasurer; 
Stephanie Stovall, formation chairwoman; Laura Mur-
ray, hospitality chairwoman; Natalie Mollman, promo-
tion chairwoman; and Father Kroll, chaplain. Several 
other volunteers aided the core team.

Next year’s conference is scheduled for March 4. 
Visit okcatholicwomen.com for more information. 

Eliana Tedrow is a freelance writer for the Sooner 
Catholic.
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Oklahoma Catholic Women’s Conference draws hundreds, builds faith

Photos Chris Porter/Sooner Catholic.



VATICAN CITY – Pope Francis said the Vat-
ican “is ready to do everything to put itself at 
the service of peace” in Ukraine.

“Rivers of blood and tears are flowing in 
Ukraine,” the pope said March 6 as he led 
thousands of people in Saint 
Peter’s Square in praying for 
peace after reciting the Ange-
lus.

Pope Francis said he was 
sending two cardinals to 
Ukraine: Polish Cardinal Kon-
rad Krajewski, who runs the 
office of papal charities, and 
Canadian Cardinal Michael 
Czerny, interim president of 
the Dicastery for Promoting 
Integral Human Development.

“The presence of the two 
cardinals there is the pres-
ence not only of the pope, but 
of all the Christian people who 
want to get closer and say: 
‘War is madness! Stop, please! 
Look at this cruelty!’” the pope 
said.

Moments after the pope 
spoke, Cardinal Krajewski 
told Vatican News that he 
was about to leave Rome for 
Poland “because from Poland I 
am sure I will be able to enter 
Ukraine. Then we’ll see how 
far I can get to reach the peo-
ple and show them the closeness of the pope, 
tell them he loves them, prays for them and 
wants to encourage them.”

The cardinal also will bring rosaries from 
Pope Francis “because with prayer we can 

move mountains and even stop the war,” he 
said.

Cardinal Czerny told Catholic News Service 
that he would be heading to Hungary’s border 
with Ukraine and would see what could be 
done from there.

Even if the cardinals cannot get into Ukraine, 
the Polish and Hungarian borders are the top 
two destinations of Ukrainians – mainly the 

elderly, women and children – fleeing the war.
The U.N. Refugee Agency said that as of 

March 5 more than 1.3 million Ukrainians had 
fled the country since the Russian invasion 
began Feb. 24; more than 750,000 of them had 

crossed into Poland and almost 170,000 had 
crossed into Hungary.

In his appeal, Pope Francis again praised the 
nations, charitable organizations and individu-
als helping the refugees.

The need for humanitarian assistance in 
Ukraine, “that tormented country, is growing 
dramatically by the hour,” the pope said.

“I make a heartfelt appeal for humanitari-
an corridors to be genuinely 
secured, and for aid access to 
the besieged areas to be guar-
anteed and facilitated in order 
to provide vital relief to our 
brothers and sisters oppressed 
by bombs and fear,” Pope 
Francis added.

Russia and Ukraine had 
negotiated a partial cease-
fire that was supposed to go 
into effect March 5 to allow 
civilians to flee several cities 
encircled by Russian troops 
and to allow the delivery of 
aid to people who are with-
out food, water and medicine. 
Both sides accused the other 
of violating the cease-fire, and 
only several hundred of the 
hundreds of thousands of peo-
ple to be evacuated were able 
to leave.

“Above all, I plead for an end 
to armed attacks, for negotia-
tions to prevail – and for com-
mon sense to prevail – and for 
a return to respect for interna-
tional law,” Pope Francis said.

He also thanked the journal-
ists “who put their lives at risk to provide in-
formation. Thank you, brothers and sisters, for 
this service, a service that allows us to be close 
to the tragedy of that population and helps us 
assess the cruelty of a war.”

“Father Stu” shows a very real 
world that is raw, rough and gritty 
that struggles to find a true pur-
pose for God, except as being good 
for platitudes and children’s sto-
ries intersecting with a person that 
is always seeking to fill a place in 
his life left empty since childhood 
by the loss of a younger brother.

Through this two-hour film, we 
see different stages of grief, deter-
mination and backsliding coming 
face-to-face with God’s grace, 
love and mercy. The film is rather 
vulgar at times with language, but 
this sets the real and authentic 
background and life situation from 
which Father Stu Long was en-
gaged when the Lord found him. 

As with most things in life, bad 
habits, or vices, take a long time to 

break, even when we have received 
the love of God, and sought to 
change our lives, the stain of sin 
remains. We see in this film a true 
struggle against one’s past that 
has been marred by tragedy and 
inundated with non-loving 
and non-supportive respons-
es, who finds an authentic 
expression of God’s love and 
grace both prior to and follow-
ing his “come to Jesus,” life 
altering wreck. 

The conversion seen in the movie 
is nothing short of Pauline, and 
the realness with which Father Stu 
engages people who are struggling 
is refreshing. The non-academic 
approach is something that many 
struggle to see when facing the 
Church in the world today. Plati-
tudes of what we should do, in a 
perfect world, are replaced with 
real life answers for real world 
problems. 

Though not a typical picture of 
how a priest is supposed to rep-
resent him-
self, people 
are drawn to 
Father Stu to 

experience 
the truth 
behind the 
love, grace, 
compassion 
and mercy 
of God in a 
world that is 
seeking un-
derstanding. 

I caution par-
ents and youth ministers from 
showing this film in a passive 

light, but with proper age and 
maturity, the message presented 

here is a worthy one. 
This movie definite-
ly is not meant for 
children. This film 
is a new age view 
of a priest in a new 
age world trying to 
find God’s place in 
the world and in our 
lives.

Father Stu will be 
released in theaters 
April 22. It is pro-
duced by Columbia 
Pictures, Municipal 
Pictures and CJ En-
tertainment, distrib-
uted by Sony Pictures 
Entertainment and 
Motion Picture Group.

Father Grover is 
pastor at Saint Matthew Catholic 
Church in Elk City.
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Movie Review: “Fr. Stu”
By Father Daniel Grover 

The Sooner Catholic

Pope says “rivers of blood” flowing in Ukraine; 
Vatican ready to help

By Cindy Wooden  
Catholic News Service 

People hold Ukraine’s flag in St. Peter’s Square as Pope Francis leads the Angelus from 
the window of his studio overlooking the square at the Vatican March 6. In his Angelus 
message, the pope said the Vatican “is ready to do everything to put itself at the service 
of peace” in Ukraine. CNS photo/Vatican Media.

We are in the early phase of our 
2022 Lenten journey, and I am ex-
cited about sharing this review in 
hopes it deepens your awareness 
for what the true meaning of Lent 
can be. 

The book, “Louie’s Lent,” is a 
very special story of a young Cath-
olic boy and his personal Lenten 
“journey.” The book is published 
by Ascension Press and authored 
by Claudia Cangilla McAdam. The 
colorful and well-depicted illustra-
tions are by Michael Rogers. 

While the book is designed for 
young children (ages 4-8), I found 
the story to be quite touching and 
inspiring. McAdam’s has done a 
wonderful job of writing a realistic 
and interesting story and Rogers’ 

illustrations bring life to the vari-
ous characters.

The story is based on Matthew 
9:13 (“Go and learn what this 
means, ‘I desire mercy and not 
sacrifice.’”) and the main charac-
ter is a young Catholic boy named 
Louie.

Louie’s friends are all excited 
about what they want to do for 
Lent. Some plan to give up sweets, 
others plan to give up playing 
video games or make other “sacri-
fices.” Louie is not sure what his 
Lenten plan will be though he has 
heard his teacher, Sister Mary 
Lawrence, mention that Lent can 
be a time for us to live in a way to 
imitate Jesus.

As the days pass, Louie con-
tinues to reflect on Sister Mary’s 
comments and decides to spend 
his Lent supporting and encour-
aging his friends as they make 

their sacrifices. For example, Louie 
wakes up early so he can go offer 
one of his classmates some com-
pany on their walk to school. 
He also 
notices 
a class-
mate 
who is 
discour-
aged 
having 
decided to give up playing video 
games for Lent and offers to 
play soccer with him.

Louie, it seems, is living Lent 
by giving the gift of love as God 
commands in Matthew 9:13. And 
I found this story a great remind-
er that Lent doesn’t have to be 
limited to making sacrifices. Louie 
provides a clear example for us 
to expand our Lenten journey to 
include acting in the image of God 

by giving love. “Louie’s Lent” is a 
wonderful book and I highly rec-
ommend you consider reading it!

This book 
sparked 
my curi-
osity to 
explore 
what else 
is available 
through the 
Ascension 
Press web-
site (ascen-
sionpress.
com), and 

I was glad to find Bible Studies, 
Sacramental Prep programs and 
other resources for children. I en-
courage you to take a few minutes 
to visit the website and explore it 
for yourself.

John H. Dolezal is a freelance 
writer for the Sooner Catholic.
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On Ukraine
The Catholic Difference

For months now, the world press has de-
scribed Russian troop deployments along 
Ukraine’s borders as spearheads of a possible 
invasion. The truth, however, is that Russia 
invaded Ukraine seven years ago, when it an-
nexed Crimea and Russian “little green men” 
ignited a war in eastern Ukraine that has taken 
more than 14,000 lives and displaced over a 
million people. Whatever the current military 
developments, a Russian invasion of Ukraine 
has not been “imminent;” the invasion is ongo-
ing. 

That fact has been obscured by a massive 
Russian propaganda and disinformation cam-
paign. So some truth-telling is imperative. 

The first fact: This is a Russian crisis, not 
a “Ukraine crisis.” What is typically called the 
“Ukraine crisis” is entirely of Russian autocrat 
Vladimir Putin’s making. Ukraine did not cre-
ate this crisis. The United States did not create 
it, and neither did NATO. The North Atlantic 
Treaty Organization, which is, was, and always 
will be a defensive alliance, is no more a threat 
to Russian national security than NATO is to 
Botswana’s national security. 

The claim that NATO threatens Russia is a 
Big Lie that obfuscates the security realities in 
central and eastern Europe: former Soviet sat-
ellites (Poland, the Czech Republic, Slovakia, 
Hungary, Romania, Bulgaria) and the Baltic 
states (Lithuania, Latvia, Estonia) joined NATO 
because they fear Russia, not because they 
intend to invade Russia. The same rationale ex-
plains Ukraine’s NATO application. 

The second fact: This artificially created 
crisis, aimed at Ukraine’s destabilization 
and subjugation, is one expression of Mr. 
Putin’s determination to reverse history’s 
verdict in the Cold War. Putin has been 
quite clear about this for 20 years, and only 
fools or those peering through the ideologically 

befogged lenses of the new “national conserva-
tism” fail to grasp what is afoot here. Putin, the 
old KGB apparatchik, is bent on overturning 
the victory of imperfect democracies over plu-
perfect tyrannies in the Revolution of 1989 and 
the Soviet crack-up of 1991. 

That grand strategic goal is at the cold heart 
of the recently announced alliance of purpose 
between Putin’s kleptocratic regime in Russia 
and Xi Jinping’s genocidal regime in China – 
an announcement these two wicked men made 
just before the Winter Olympics. Putin and Xi 
want nothing less than a fundamental re-or-
dering of world affairs in which their oppressive 
regimes call the tune. In the tyrants’ bid for 
global hegemony, Ukraine and Taiwan are in 
the role played by Austria and Czechoslovakia 
in the late 1930s: if they fall to the tyrant-re-
gimes, others will follow.   

The third fact: The ongoing Russian ag-
gression in Ukraine is underwritten by a 
false rendition of history, including Chris-
tian history. Putin’s claim that Ukraine is not 
a real country is buttressed by another Big 
Lie: that Russia is the sole heir of the baptism 
of the eastern Slavs in 988, and thus the sole 
legitimate guardian of what Putin’s ideologues 
and apologists call the Russkiy mir, the “Rus-
sian world.”

Yet, Ukraine, its Orthodox communities and 
the Ukrainian Greek Catholic Church have at 
least as strong a claim to that historical pat-
rimony as Russia and the Russian Orthodox 
Church. The revival of Russian imperialism 
today is perhaps not all that surprising; old 
habits die hard. But the role of the Russian 
Orthodox Church in supporting Putin’s falsifi-
cations of history and his new imperial designs 
is doing grave damage to the cause of Christ 
in a country recovering from the ravages of 
state-sponsored atheism. 

Metro-
politan 
Hilarion, 
the ROC’s 
chief ec-
umenical 
officer, 
recently 
received 
from President Putin the “Order of Saint Alex-
ander Nevsky” for his “great contribution to the 
development of international and inter-con-
fessional relations.” The award citation might 
have more honestly read, “for services to the 
Russian state and the current Kremlin regime.”

The fourth fact: Russian aggression in 
Ukraine targets everyone, including chil-
dren. Russia’s hybrid war against Ukrainian 
democracy has included some 1,000 fake bomb 
threats that have emptied schools throughout 
Ukraine since the beginning of the year – 10 
times higher than the rate of fake bomb threats 
in 2020 and 2021.

What kind of people deliberately terrify 
hundreds of thousands of children and their 
parents in an effort to destabilize a non-threat-
ening neighbor? The same kind of people who 
murdered Boris Nemtsov and poisoned Alex-
ei Novotny, who interfere in other countries’ 
elections and who lie in public with a brazen-
ness that would make Joachim von Ribbentrop 
blush.

The Ukrainian Greek Catholic Church, 
which has worked with great effect to rebuild 
civil society in today’s Ukraine, has asked its 
fellow-Catholics for prayerful support. That 
courageous Church deserves nothing less and 
indeed is owed much more: and not just by 
Ukrainians.

George Weigel
Ethics and Public 

Policy Center 

Book Review: “Louie’s Lent”
By John H. Dolezal 
The Sooner Catholic
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Jobs Box
To see more job openings, go on-

line to archokc.org/jobs-box.

Director of communications
The Archdiocese of Oklahoma 

City is seeking qualified candidates 
for the Director of Communications 
position. As a member of the senior 
staff, the Director of Communica-
tions will represent the archdio-
cese, archbishop and chancery to 
the media by crafting communica-
tions, social media, public relations 
and marketing strategies. The 
director will supervise communi-
cations support staff, oversee the 
budget and will be responsible for 
arranging interviews, organizing 
news conferences, responding to 
media inquiries and credentialing 
press for major events. The director 
also will serve as editor of the dioc-
esan Sooner Catholic newspaper. 
Must have a bachelor’s degree in 
communications or related field, at 
least five years of public relations, 
journalism and/or marketing expe-
rience, and be a practicing Catholic 
in good standing. A background 
check and safe environment train-
ing will be required. Please sub-
mit resume and cover letter to  
humanresources@archokc.org.

OLOG summer camp staff
Our Lady of Guadalupe Catholic 

Youth Camp is hiring multiple po-
sitions for the 2022 summer camp 
season. Be a part of the leadership 
team, mission team, a counselor 
or a “SWAT” (Servant with a Task). 
Mission and leadership team ap-
plicants must be age 21 or older. 
Counselor and SWAT applicants 
must be at least age 16. Apply at 
archokc.org/camp.

Director of youth, young adult - 
OKC

The Archdiocese of Oklahoma 
City is seeking a director of Youth, 
Young Adult, Campus Evangeli-
zation and Discipleship to provide 
overall direction and vision for 
program efforts, resources, train-
ing and formation for all phases of 
evangelization and discipleship of 
young people in the archdiocese, 
both teenagers and young adults. 
Bachelor’s degree in theology, reli-
gious education, pastoral ministry 
or related field. At least five years’ 
experience in youth ministry, and 
specifically in discipleship/men-
torship. Diocesan-level experience 
preferred. Send resume and cover 
letter to humanresources@archokc.
org.

Assistant executive director of 
evangelization, catechesis  

The Archdiocese of Oklahoma 
City is seeking a committed lead-
er in evangelization and Hispanic 
ministry to serve as an assistant 
executive director in the Secretariat 
for Evangelization and Catechesis. 
The assistant executive director 
provides overall leadership, coordi-
nation of services, strategic plan-
ning and consultation to help meet 
the pastoral needs of the rapidly 
growing Hispanic population and 

other cultural groups throughout 
the archdiocese. The primary focus 
of the position is on needs assess-
ment, integration of ministry efforts 
across all departments, internal 
advocacy and collaboration, and 
leadership development, particular-
ly with cultural diversity. Degree in 
theology, philosophy, catechesis or 
related field required; master’s de-
gree preferred; 5-7 years experience 
in leadership, diocesan-level expe-
rience preferred. Must be practic-
ing Catholic in good standing. For 
more information, contact   
humanresources@archokc.org. 

High school principal - OKC
Mount St. Mary Catholic High 

School is seeking a principal to 
start in July 2022. Must have 
experience in curriculum develop-
ment and co-curricular planning, 
welcome a diversity of cultures, 
cultivate equitable learning op-
portunities, be a compassionate 
team-builder, ability to problem 
solve, strong communicator and 
be a practicing Catholic in good 
standing. Send cover letter, re-
sume and list of five professional 
references with name, relation-
ship, phone number and e-mail 
address of each. Send each docu-
ment as a separate pdf to search 
consultants Brandon Jacobs at 
brandon.jacobs@carneysandoe.
com, Barbara Daush at barbara.
daush@carneysandoe.com and 
Jess Roberson at jess.roberson@
carneysandoe.com.

Science teacher, fine arts teacher 
Cristo Rey OKC Catholic High 

School is seeking a science teacher 
and fine arts teacher for the 2022-
2023 school year. Must have bach-
elor’s degree and teaching creden-
tial. The position starts July 2022. 
Learn more and apply online at 
cristoreyokc.org/careers. Contact 
Principal Kelsey Herman at kelsey.
herman@cristoreyokc.org.

Life enrichment/activities   
director – OKC

St. Ann Retirement Center is 
seeking a full-time or part-time 
life enrichment/activities director 
who is fun, organized, likes to plan 
parties and loves seniors. Flexible 
hours. Send resume to joyce@ 
saintannretirementcenter.com.

Principal – Enid
St. Joseph Catholic School in 

Enid is seeking a principal with 
experience as a principal or teach-
er in a Catholic school setting, 
managing faculty and staff, school 
finance and enrollment manage-
ment. Master of educational lead-
ership degree or master’s degree in 
related educational field required; 
practicing Catholic in good stand-
ing; Oklahoma principal certifica-
tion or ability to obtain; proficient 
knowledge of the instructional and 
accreditation process, experience 
with budgeting process and main-
taining a balanced budget a must. 
Send cover letter and resume to 
lschuler@archokc.org. All inqui-

ries, nominations and applications 
will be confidential.

Principal - Yukon
St. John Nepomuk Catholic 

School is seeking a principal with 
experience leading faculty in cur-
riculum implementation, profes-
sional development, school finance 
and enrollment management. 
Master of educational leadership 
degree or master’s degree in relat-
ed educational field required; prac-
ticing Catholic in good standing; 
Oklahoma principal certification or 
ability to obtain required; profi-
cient knowledge of the instruc-
tional and accreditation process, 
experience with budgeting pro-
cess and maintaining a balanced 
budget a must. Send cover letter 
and resume to lschuler@archokc.
org. All inquiries, nominations and 
applications will be confidential.

Principal – Norman
All Saints Catholic School is 

seeking a principal with experi-
ence leading faculty in curricu-
lum implementation, professional 
development, school finance and 
enrollment management. Master 
of educational leadership degree or 
master’s degree in related edu-
cational field required; practicing 
Catholic in good standing; Oklaho-
ma principal certification or abil-
ity to obtain required; proficient 
knowledge of the instructional and 
accreditation process, experience 
with budgeting process and main-
taining a balanced budget a must. 
Send cover letter and resume to 
lschuler@archokc.org by Feb. 18. 
All inquiries, nominations and ap-
plications will be confidential.

Immigration attorney - OKC
Catholic Charities of the Archdi-

ocese of Oklahoma City is seeking 
a temporary immigration attor-
ney to provide high-quality legal 
services to low-income individuals 
and is primarily responsible for 
assessing individuals’ eligibility 
for immigration relief and repre-
senting individuals before USCIS 
and immigration court. Must be 
a member in good standing of the 
bar of any state; fluent in the read-
ing, writing and speaking of Span-
ish; one to two years of immigra-
tion law experience preferred, but 
willing to train. Send cover letter 
with resume to Kenia Castillo at  
kcastillo@ccaokc.org.

CCHD internship - OKC
Catholic Charities joined with 

the Catholic Campaign for Hu-
man Development is providing a 
10-week summer internship for 
any U.S. Catholic between ages 
18-30, who is seeking professional 
opportunities in social ministry 
fields, community development 
and economic development. The 
internship is 37.5 hours per week 
from June to August 2022 at 
Catholic Charities in Oklahoma 
City. The internship pays $14/hr 
and includes three-day expense 
paid training with the U.S. Confer-

ence of Catholic Bishops in Wash-
ington D.C. Applications due by 
March 25. For more information 
or to apply, contact Brian Smith at 
(405) 523-3000, Ext. 245; bsmith@
ccaokc.org.

Rose Home director - OKC
Willow Pregnancy Support is 

seeking a director of Rose Home 
to be responsible for all aspects 
of the residential operations and 
the development of programs and 
services. Bachelor’s degree in social 
work, human services or related 
field preferred, previous superviso-
ry/leadership experience, excellent 
organizational, communication and 
problem-solving skills. Send re-
sume to mclark@willowpregnancy.
org.

English teacher - OKC
Bishop McGuinness Catholic 

High School is seeking applica-
tions for an English teacher in 
the academic year 2022-2023. 
Must have experience teaching 
English in high school or college, 
and be state certified. Candidate 
will work with English department 
colleagues on lesson planning and 
curriculum alignment. Experience 
in, or ability to learn, how to deliv-
er content digitally preferred. Min-
imum of bachelor’s degree in En-
glish, English education required. 
Send resume and cover letter to 
English Department Chairwoman 
Marie Engel at mengel@bmchs.org.

Certified medication aide - OKC 
St. Ann Retirement Center in 

Oklahoma City is seeking a certi-
fied CMA or CNA/MAT for the day 
shift, 6:30 a.m. – 3 p.m., and the 
night shift. Must have experience 
administering medications and 
assisting residents with ADL’s, 
and have a customer service and 
teamwork oriented attitude and 
performance. Paid insurance, gen-
erous PTO, matching retirement 
plan, and outstanding work en-
vironment. Contact LaTrona@ 
saintannretirementcenter.com, 
(405) 721-0747, Ext. 306.

Medical professionals - OKC
St. Ann Nursing Home is seek-

ing medication aides, nursing 
assistants and nurses. They are a 
skilled nursing and therapy facil-
ity that recognizes commitment, 
talent and reliability. Grow your 
nursing career – be recognized as 
a hard worker who is trustworthy 
and dedicated to providing the best 
possible quality care to patients. 
They offer full-time employees 
several benefits, including medi-
cal, dental and vision insurance, 
an education fund and a company 
funded retirement plan. They are 
looking for the following shifts: 
Monday – Friday 11 p.m. – 7 a.m.; 
double weekends 11 p.m. – 7 a.m. 
with Baylor Pay; 3 p.m. – 11 a.m.; 
7 a.m. – 11 p.m. They are a 100 
percent employee owned by mem-
bers of the community they serve. 
To apply, e-mail hattie.gillispie@
stannsok.com. 
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SINSINAWA, Wis. – Sister 
Maria Oppriecht, O.P., died 
Feb. 26 at St. Dominic Villa in 
Hazel Green, Wis. Her religious 
name was Sister Maria Goretti. 
The funeral Mass was held at 

the Dominican 
motherhouse 
March 5, fol-
lowed by burial 
in the Mother-
house Ceme-
tery.

Sister Maria 
made her first 
profession as a 
Dominican Sis-
ter of Sinsinawa 
Aug. 5, 1951, 

and her perpetual profession 
Aug. 5, 1954. She taught for 
20 years and served as school 
guidance counselor for eight 
years, pastoral minister for 20 
years and Reiki practitioner for 

11 years. Sister Maria was a 
free spirit, independent and saw 
beauty in the world around her. 
She supported parish commu-
nities by developing programs 
that helped people grow in their 
faith. 

Sister Maria served in Okla-
homa, South Dakota, Illinois, 
Minnesota and Wisconsin. 

In the Archdiocese of Okla-
homa City, Sister Maria taught 
at Blessed Martin in Oklaho-
ma City from 1954-1956, and 
served as pastoral minister at 
Sacred Heart Catholic Church 
in El Reno from 1979-1981, 
Saint Joseph Catholic Church 
in Union City from 1981-1987, 
and Saint John Nepomuk 
Catholic Church in Yukon from 
1987-1991. 

Sister Maria was born Dec. 
24, 1930, in Prairie du Chien, 
Wis.

Sr. Maria Oppriecht, O.P.

Sr. Maria 
Oppriecht, O.P.

Day of Reflection 
Day of Reflection, “The Litur-

gies of Holy Week: A Journey 
through time and space” pre-
sented by Fr. Boniface Cope-
lin, O.S.B., is 8:30 a.m. - 3 
p.m. March 26 at St. Gregory’s 
Abbey, 1900 W. MacArthur 
St., Shawnee. Limited seating. 
Masks are recommended, but 
not required. Attendees must 
pre-register by e-mailing re-
treats@monksok.org or call 
(405) 878-5656. Cost $30 pre-
paid or $35 at the door. Lunch 
included.

Lenten Mission Series
Christ the King Catholic 

Church presents a free Lenten 
Mission Series at 7 p.m. March 
27-29 at 8005 Dorset Dr. in 
Oklahoma City. National Cath-
olic radio and television person-
ality Ray Guarendi will speak. 
Visit ckokc.org/lenten-speaker 
to register.

Taste of Sacred Heart
The annual Taste of Sacred 

Heart is 5:30 p.m. – 8 p.m. 
April 2 at Denny-Crump Rodeo 
Arena in El Reno. Cost $50, 
includes music, food truck din-
ner and adult beverages. Must 
be age 21 or older. The event 
benefits Sacred Heart Catholic 
School in El Reno. Visit tasteof-
sacredheart.org. 

St. Anthony Catholic School 
reunion

St. Anthony Catholic School 
Alumni Association is planning 
an all-school reunion for any-
one who attended St. Anthony 
School from 1917 to 1970. 
The reunion will be held at 1 
p.m. July 16 at the St. Antho-
ny Activity Center (former St. 
Anthony School/gym). Dinner 
reservations, $20 per person. 
Deadline June 15. Contact Lar-
ry Biddle at certplus@hotmail.
com, (918) 756-1792.
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St. Mark Catholic Church in Norman held a reception on Feb. 19 for outgoing All Saints 
Catholic School Principal Dana Wade. Photos provided. 

Gilma Kernes, director of the Panamenian Society of Oklahoma, shared her culture with participants of the Blessed Stan-
ley Rother Cultural Institute recently at St. Joseph Catholic Church in Norman. Photos provided.

John Michael Talbot 
and Br. John Marmion 
performed on March 6 
at St. Gregory’s Abbey 
in Shawnee. Photos 
Theresa Bragg.



Cada año, durante la cuaresma, la Iglesia nos 
invita a iniciar un camino de arrepentimiento y 
renovación. ¡Estamos de nuevo en ese tiempo! 
Lo iniciamos el Miércoles de Ceniza. 

Aun cuando no es un día de guardar, la misa 
del Miércoles de Ceniza es una de las más 
populares y a la que asisten más personas en 
todo el año. Nos habla de nuestra necesidad 
de corregir los errores. 

Estamos llamados a arrepentirnos y creer 
en la Buena Nueva: que Dios nos ama. Que 
nos envió a su Hijo Jesús para sufrir y morir 
por nosotros. Que ha resucitado de la muerte 
y nos comparte su vida. Este es el corazón del 
Evangelio. La Cuaresma nos lo recuerda. 

Desde los primeros siglos del cristianismo, la 
Cuaresma ha sido un tiempo de preparación 
final para el bautismo. Por eso en años reci-
entes y en el primer domingo de cuaresma, 
en catedrales a lo largo y ancho del mundo, 
los catecúmenos y candidatos participan 
en el Rito de Elección y en la llamada a una 
conversión continua para prepararse para la 
celebración de su bautismo y los Sacramentos 
de Iniciación en la Vigilia Pascual. 

Unos siglos después, la Cuaresma se con-
virtió en un tiempo especial que observan to-
dos los miembros de la Iglesia, quienes acom-
pañan a los catecúmenos con sus oraciones y 
se preparan a renovar sus propias promesas 
bautismales en la Pascua. Este es el objetivo 
y el rico significado de la Cuaresma aún en 
nuestros tiempos. 

Comenzamos el camino de Cuaresma siendo 
marcados por las cenizas. Ese camino nos lle-
va a la celebración gloriosa de nuestra victoria 
sobre el pecado en el Triduo Pascual. Compar-
timos el camino pascual de Jesús de la muerte 
a la vida nueva. 

La Cuaresma es un tiempo de arrepen-
timiento durante el cual reconocemos nuestros 
pecados, imploramos misericordia y oramos 
por un cambio en nuestro corazón. Desafor-
tunadamente a veces nos satisfacemos a no-
sotros mismos con algunos gestos superficia-

les durante la Cuaresma. El Señor nos ofrece 
mucho más. La verdadera gracia de la Cuares-
ma nos invita a un arrepentimiento profundo 
y a reordenar todo lo que se ha desordenado y 
distorsionado por el pecado en nuestras vidas. 

En el Evangelio del Miércoles de Ceniza, 
Jesús nos reta a asegurarnos que nuestras 
observancias religiosas estén dirigidas a com-
placer a Dios, en lugar de impresionar a los 
demás: “absténganse de hacer actos religiosos 
para que la gente los vea”. Nuestras prácticas 
cuaresmales necesitan las dos cosas, una in-
tención interna y una expresión externa. 

En el mismo Evangelio, Jesús nos ordena 
las tres prácticas tradicionales del tiempo de 
Cuaresma: oración, ayuno y limosna. Estas 
prácticas son válidas para todos los cristianos 
de todas las edades. Podemos ser creativos en 
como usarlas, pero es importante que todas 
nuestras prácticas cuaresmales incluyan al-
gún aspecto de cada una de ellas. 

El ayuno es una manera de expresar nues-
tra oración con nuestro cuerpo al tiempo que 
buscamos liberarnos de los apetitos indul-
gentes. Como católicos, tenemos la obligación 
de ayunar y abstenernos de comer carne en 
algunos días de la Cuaresma.

Pero el ayuno puede ser mucho más. Po-
demos también ayunar o abstenernos de otros 
placeres o hábitos distractores, tales como 
redes sociales, televisión, etc. El renunciar a 
nosotros mismos, en cualquiera de sus mane-
ras, nos ayuda a crecer en libertad interior. 
El alejarnos del pecado y buscar el perdón a 
través del Sacramento de la Penitencia es un 
elemento fundamental de la manera en que 
nos preparamos para la Pascua, a través de la 
Cuaresma. 

Es la oración la que hace de nuestro ayu-
no y otras obras de penitencia una verdadera 
cualidad interior. Muchos individuos, familias 
y parroquias tienen sus propias costumbres 
cuaresmales. El tradicional Via Crucis de los 
viernes es una manera popular de acompañar 
al Señor en el camino de su pasión y una 

manera de entrar 
más profunda-
mente en el mis-
terio del amor de 
Dios por nosotros. 

El leer y orar 
con las Escrituras, 
especialmente las 
lecturas litúrgicas 
de cada día, puede hacer de este un profundo 
tiempo rico en gracia. Algunos se comprom-
eten a asistir a la misa diaria más frecuente-
mente. 

La limosna, o el compartir con los demás, es 
importante para que nuestras prácticas espir-
ituales no nos hagan centrarnos en nosotros 
mismos, sino buscar a los demás en misericor-
dia. El camino de la Cuaresma nos da la opor-
tunidad de expresar nuestro arrepentimiento 
abriendo nuestros corazones a ambos, al 
Señor y a nuestros hermanos y hermanas, 
especialmente los pobres. El abstenernos de 
cosas para dárselas a los pobres como un fruto 
de nuestra propia renuncia personal, es otra 
manera de combinar las disciplinas del ayuno 
y la limosna. 

 La práctica de obras corporales y espiri-
tuales de misericordia nos puede guiar en las 
prácticas cuaresmales e incluso hacerlas más 
fructíferas. Dirigir un estudio bíblico, visitar 
los enfermos, los que no pueden salir de casa 
y los encarcelados, ofrecerme como voluntario 
para alimentar a los hambrientos o participar 
en una colecta de ropa en mi comunidad son 
algunas de las muchas maneras en que somos 
invitados a participar plenamente del tiempo 
de Cuaresma y experimentar un cambio pro-
fundo y duradero en nuestro corazón. 

Las maneras de vivir la Cuaresma son tantas 
como nuestra creatividad lo permita. La Iglesia 
nos ofrece los estándares mínimos, tales como 
la obligación seria de abstenernos de carne 
en los viernes de Cuaresma y abstenernos de 
carne y ayunar el Miércoles de Ceniza y el Vi-
ernes Santo. Construimos sobre los cimientos, 

pero se nos motiva a 
buscar aún más. 

Algunos de nosotros 
dejamos las cosas 
para mañana. Puede 
que quieras esperarte 
a que la Cuaresma 
se vaya a acabar 
para comenzar. Pero 
debemos decidir hoy 
mismo cuales son las 
maneras en que el 
Señor me llama a vivir 
este tiempo. 

¿Cuáles son los 
pecados que necesi-
tamos eliminar? 
¿Cuáles son las 
virtudes que necesita-
mos cultivar? ¿Cuáles 
son los pasos que 
debemos tomar para 
cumplir estos buenos 
deseos? Comienza con 
estas preguntas y for-
mula un plan simple 
y realista. 

La Cuaresma es 
un camino de fe que 
compartimos con los 
demás. Oremos unos 
por otros. 
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Lánzate a lo más Profundo
Luke 5:4

¿Has comenzado tu camino cuaresmal?

Arzobispo Pablo S. Coakley

¡MARQUEN SUS CALENDARIOS!

DEDICACIÓN
CERRO DEL TEPEYAC

11 | 5 | 2022

archokc.org/shrinededication
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Corte Suprema escuchará 
argumentos sobre política 

migratoria “Quédate en México”

Progreso de la construcción del 
Santuario del Beato Stanley Rother

Incluido en el campus del Santuario 
del Beato Stanley Rother habrá un 
Centro de Peregrinos, que dará la bien-
venida a peregrinos de todo el mundo 
para experimentar el magnífico lugar 
sagrado construido para glorificar a 
Dios y orar por la intercesión del Beato 
Stanley. También contendrá un museo 
donde se presentará la vida, la misión, 
el martirio y la beatificación del Beato 
Stanley.

Las actualizaciones 
del Santuario El Papa Francisco 

invita a toda la Igle-
sia a caminar junta 
participando en la 
fase arquidiocesana 
del próximo sínodo 
llamado “Por una 
Iglesia sinodal: 
Comunión, Partici-
pación y Misión”. El 
Arzobispo Coakley 
y los sacerdotes 
de la arquidiócesis 
organizarán sesiones de discernimiento sinodal en 
toda la diócesis para escuchar ideas, pensamientos 
y perspectivas para el futuro de la Iglesia en Okla-
homa. La próxima sesión en español será el 29 de 
marzo en el Centro Pastoral Católico. Encuentre 
más información y un horario completo en archokc.
org/synod-spanish.

Sesiones de discernimiento sinodal

WASHINGTON – Los jueces del más alto tribu-
nal del país han acordado escuchar un caso que 
podría decidir el destino de una política de inmi-
gración de la era Trump que los funcionarios de 
la administración Biden han estado tratando de 
terminar.

El 18 de febrero, la Corte Suprema de Estados 
Unidos dijo que escucharía los argumentos so-
bre si el gobierno de Biden puede poner fin a los 
Protocolos de Protección al Migrante, o MPP, una 
política que exige a los que buscan asilo en Esta-
dos Unidos permanecer en México hasta que sus 
casos puedan ser escuchados en los tribunales 
de inmigración estadounidenses.

Esta política ha sido un dolor de cabeza para la 
administración, ya que el presidente Joe Biden 
prometió acabar con ella, pero resultó mucho 
más difícil hacerlo una vez que asumió el cargo. 
Tan pronto como asumió la presidencia en enero 
de 2021, Biden puso en pausa la política y luego 
trató de ponerle fin formalmente unos meses 
después, en junio.

Pero en agosto de ese año, un juez del Tribunal 
de Distrito de Estados Unidos para el Distri-
to Norte de Texas les dijo a los funcionarios de 
la administración que tenían que seguir cum-
pliendo con la política, argumentando que no la 
habían terminado correctamente.

La Corte Suprema rechazó una solicitud del 
gobierno de Biden para bloquear esa sentencia 
del Tribunal de Distrito mientras el gobierno 
presentaba una apelación ante la Corte de Apel-
aciones del 5º Circuito de Estados Unidos, con 
sede en Nueva Orleans. En diciembre, el tribunal 
de apelación confirmó la sentencia del tribunal 
inferior.

Los intentos posteriores de poner fin a la 
política han fracasado y parece que el alto tribu-

nal será el árbitro definitivo cuando escuche los 
argumentos orales del caso, Biden contra Texas, 
en abril.

Los que apoyan la inmigración, incluyendo 
muchas organizaciones católicas, han arremeti-
do contra el gobierno de Biden por no cumplir su 
palabra de poner fin a la política, también llama-
da “Quédate en México”.

En diciembre, justo antes de que los funcio-
narios de la administración Biden reiniciaran el 
programa, un numeroso grupo de religiosas y 
personas que les apoyan se manifestaron frente 
a la Casa Blanca, gritando a pocos metros de 
la residencia del presidente que acabe con esta 
política.

El MPP se puso en marcha en serio en 2019 
bajo la administración de Trump. Los opositores 
a la política dicen que los migrantes han sido 
puestos en peligro o asesinados al ser obligados 
a permanecer en peligrosas ciudades fronterizas, 
así como en condiciones de vida inseguras mien-
tras esperan la audiencia.

Los funcionarios del gobierno de Biden dijeron 
que habían hecho algunas mejoras al MPP, pero 
muchos defensores de los inmigrantes no esta-
ban convencidos.

El jefe del comité de migración de la Confer-
encia de Obispos Católicos de EE.UU., el obispo 
auxiliar Mario E. Dorsonville de Washington, dijo 
en diciembre que la mejor manera de avanzar 
era ponerle fin.

“Estamos profundamente consternados por la 
reimplementación del MPP”, dijo el obispo Dor-
sonville en diciembre. “Desgraciadamente, los 
intentos de la administración (Biden) de hacer 
este programa ‘más humano’ -por muy bien 
intencionados que sean- no curarán sus fallas 
inherentes, ni aliviarán su inevitable costo en 
vidas humanas”.

Los jueces podrían emitir una decisión en al-
gún momento de junio o julio, antes del receso 
de verano.

Por Rhina Guidos 
Catholic News Service 

n Dedicación del 
santuario de Rother el 
4 de noviembre

Únase al arzobispo 
Coakley, sacerdotes de 
la arquidiócesis, obispos 
e invitados para la dedi-
cación del Santuario del 
Beato Stanley Rother el 
viernes 4 de noviembre 
en la ciudad de Okla-
homa. La dedicación 
será la pieza central de 
una celebración de una 
semana y está abierta al 
público. Encuentre más 
información en archokc.
org/shrinededication.

n Dedicación del 
Cerro Tepeyac en 
el Santuario el 5 de 
noviembre

Únase al Arzobispo 
Coakley, sacerdotes de 
la arquidiócesis e in-
vitados a la dedicación 
del Cerro Tepeyac en 
el Santuario del Bea-
to Stanley Rother el 
sábado 5 de noviembre 
en la ciudad de Oklaho-
ma. La dedicación y la 
procesión están abiertas 
al público e incluirán la 
bendición de las estatu-
as de Nuestra Señora de 
Guadalupe y San Juan 
Diego en lo alto del 
cerro. Encuentre más 
información en archokc.
org/shrinededication.

n Para enviar fotos, 
información sobre 
eventos o ideas de 
historias que pueden 
ser publicadas, envíe 
un correo electrónico 
a communications@
archokc.org.
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Briefs

As my faith has matured, my 
satisfaction has diminished in 
just going through the motions 
of my religious traditions. I 
want to commit to or sacrifice 
what is meaningful and beyond 
my own self-satisfaction. Catho-
lic radio is primarily responsible 
for that faith development. 

“EWTN Open Line” and “Call 
to Communion” are just two 
programs that instruct and 
provide witness in a powerful 
way that the meaning I seek 
is eternal life through an ev-
er-deepening relationship with 
Jesus Christ. 

Saint Paul reminds us in 
Romans 5:8 what a good invest-
ment this is, “But God proves 
his love for us in that while we 
were still sinners Christ died for 
us.”

My observance of prayer, 
fasting and almsgiving during 
Lent is a sign of my repentance 
for sins, which then opens me 
to a fuller relationship with 
Jesus. I no longer relegate Lent 
to my “to do” list, checking it off 
at Easter, and then put it away 
with the Christmas decorations 
until next year. 

My thinking has been re-ori-
ented to view these practices 
as the gateway to nurture my 
relationship with Jesus. They 
are offered to me as much as 
I want, as the means to grow-
ing in what is divine. I practice 
trusting by submitting to God’s 
will and he works with me in 
my task of becoming all he in-
tends for me to be.

Catholic radio is a repository 
of resources for these practic-
es. There are broadcasts of the 
most sacred of prayers, the 
holy Mass and other beautiful 
prayers such as the Rosary, the 
Divine Mercy Chaplet, and the 
Angelus every day. 

In “Living Catholic,” Father 
Don Wolf reminds us of the 
“Stations of the Cross,” es-

pecially poignant during this 
time of repentance because the 
stations recall the events of the 
crucifixion and death of Jesus.

I was inspired when I lis-
tened to an episode of “Kresta 
in the Afternoon.” Father John 
Ricardo, who heads a parish 
revitalization ministry called 
Acts XXIX, was the guest. He 
explained that our own Ameri-
can forbearers had proclaimed 
a national day of prayer and 
fasting for our country at the 
direction of President Lincoln 
during the Civil War. Acts XXIX 
was adopting this, and he invit-
ed all listeners to participate. 

Recently, the Holy Spirit gave 
me an expanded take on fast-
ing, as giving up more than just 
food, but whatever diverts or 
entertains or gratifies us; think 
social media or television and 
movies. Suddenly, my time was 
at God’s disposal. I started with 
Oklahoma Catholic Radio ar-
chives, listening for example to 
“Make Straight the Way.” From 
there, I delved into the EWTN 
archives for radio shows like 
“Miracle Hunter” and “Wom-
en Made New,” and of course, 
“Word on Fire.”

To my astonishment and edifi-
cation, it has opened avenues of 
conversation and faith-sharing 
with my daughters. They intro-
duced me to podcasts of “Pints 
with Aquinas” and orthodox art-
ist Jonathon Pegeau and some 
others. I want them to catch an 
episode or two of “The Journey 
Home” and “The Catholic Man 
Show.”

Another facet of Lent, alms-
giving, is giving to the poor, and 
not just the physically poor. 
After all, Jesus often forgave 
people before he healed them 
physically. Being poor spiritual-
ly, not understanding God and 
what he means for us, ultimate-
ly leads nowhere.

I see OKCR as my treasure 
chest for sustaining me after 
Lent blooms into Easter. It de-
serves my support. I hope what 
I have shared inspires you to 
give to the Spring Radiothon, 
April 5-6.

Are you listening?
By Sally Crowe Nash

Please contact organizers before 
attending. Find more briefs at   
archokc.org/briefs. 

Rother shrine dedication Nov. 4
Join Archbishop Coakley, priests 

of the archdiocese, bishops and 
guests for the dedication of the 
Blessed Stanley Rother Shrine on 
Friday, Nov. 4, in Oklahoma City. 
The dedication will be the center-
piece of a week-long celebration 
and is open to the public. Find 
more information at archokc.org/
shrinededication. 

Shrine Tepeyac Hill dedication 
Nov. 5

Join Archbishop Coakley, priests 
of the archdiocese and guests for 
the dedication of Tepeyac Hill at 
the Blessed Stanley Rother Shrine 
on Saturday, Nov. 5, in Oklahoma 
City. The dedication and proces-
sion is open to the public and will 
include blessing of the statues of 
Our Lady of Guadalupe and Saint 
Juan Diego atop the hill. Find 
more information at archokc.org/
shrinededication. 

Synod discernment sessions
Pope Francis invites the whole 

Church to journey together by 
participating in the archdioce-
san phase of the upcoming synod 
called, “For a Synodal Church: 
Communion, Participation and 
Mission.” Archbishop Coakley and 
priests of the archdiocese will host 
synod discernment sessions across 
the diocese to hear ideas, thoughts 
and insight for the future of the 
Church in Oklahoma. The next ses-
sions are March 16 in Ada, March 
17 in Lawton, March 20 in Oklaho-
ma City in Vietnamese and March 
29 at the CPC in Spanish. Find 
more information and a full sched-
ule at archokc.org/synod.

Oklahoma Catholic Native 
Schools Project

The Archdiocese of Oklahoma 
City, the Diocese of Tulsa and St. 
Gregory’s Abby have launched the 
Oklahoma Catholic Native Schools 
Project to better understand the 
history and experiences of native 
students in Oklahoma Catholic 
boarding schools from 1880 to 
1965. To contribute documents, 
photographs or an oral history, 
e-mail info@oknativeschoolsproject.
org. Learn more at archokc.org/ 
oknativeschoolsproject.  

                                                                                                                                              
Serra Club meeting

The Serra Club of Oklahoma City 
will meet at 10:30 a.m. March 15 at 
the Catholic Pastoral Center, 7501 
Northwest Expressway, OKC. The 
speaker will be Fr. Stephen Bird. 
Visit serraokc.org.

St. Patrick’s Day Mass
A St. Patrick’s Day Mass will be 

celebrated at 10 a.m. March 17 at 
St. Patrick Catholic Church, 2121 
N. Portland Ave. in Oklahoma City. 
The Mass is in partnership with the 
O’klahoma Irish Heritage Society.

CRCCW meeting
The Central Region Council of 

Catholic Women will meet at 10 
a.m. March 19 at St. Philip Neri 
Catholic Church in Midwest City. 
Registration opens at 9:30 a.m. All 
women of the archdiocese welcome. 
Donations collected for The Drag-
onfly Home. Contact Mary Ann 
Schmitt at (405) 650-9674. 

Formation of the Heart
St. Eugene Catholic Church in 

Oklahoma City presents a parish 
Lenten mission “Formation of the 
Heart” by Fr. Darrin May and Sally 
Korte at 7 p.m. March 21-24 in the 
church and Ross Hall, 2400 W. 
Hefner Rd., OKC. The talks will be 
in English and Spanish. 

GOLD Let’s Taco ‘Bout It
The Gospel of Life Disciples will 

host a Let’s Taco ‘Bout It, “When 
Helping is Hard,” discussion at 5 
p.m. March 22 at the St. John Paul 
II Dwelling, 4113 S. Eastern Ave. in 
Moore. Speaker: Aimee Ryan, Cath-
olic Charites. The talk is followed 
by tacos and fellowship. Contact 
Elijah Weaver at (405) 615-2724, 
elijah@gospeloflifedisciples.org.

Bingo 
The Knights of Columbus Fam-

ily Bingo at St. James the Greater 
Catholic Church, 4210 S. McKinley 
in Oklahoma City is at 6:30 p.m. 
March 24. All games $10. Door 
prizes. Food reasonably priced 
served at 5:45 p.m. All players 
receive a raffle ticket for a LED TV 
to be given away in October. March 
birthdays recognized. 

Men’s Evening of Recollection
The Prelature of Opus Dei pres-

ents a “Men’s Evening of Recol-
lection” at 6:30 p.m. March 24 in 
the chapel at the Catholic Pastoral 
Center, 7501 Northwest Express-
way in Oklahoma City. A priest and 
a layman of Opus Dei will present 
talks on how men can sanctify 
their day-to-day activities for God’s 
glory. Confession available. Eve-
ning will culminate in fellowship 
and refreshments.

GOLD Lenten retreat
The Gospel of Life Disciples will 

host a Lenten retreat “Following 
Christ in the Footsteps of St. Fran-
cis” 8 a.m. – 4 p.m. March 26 at 
the St. John Paul II Dwelling, 4113 
S. Eastern Avenue, in Moore. RSVP 
David Harrison at (405) 314-5930, 
david@gospeloflifedisciples.org. 

Holy Innocents’ Chapel 
anniversary celebration

It is the 10th anniversary of the 
blessing and dedication of the Holy 
Innocents’ Chapel and Foundation 
offices at 6114 N.W. 63 in Warr 
Acres. Donations for St. Joseph 
and St. Gianna statues are being 
accepted. Visit holyinnocentsokc.
org/donate.

Rother store
Visit the Rother Store online at 

rotherstore.com.
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March 

13   Second Sunday of Lent.

13   Daylight Saving Time begins.

13   Pray the Rosary for Life, 6:30 
       p.m., Our Lady of Lebanon 
       Catholic Church, 500 
       Alameda St., Norman. 
       Contact Connie Lang, (405) 
       249-1041, potato.lang@gmail.
       com.

15   Serra Club of Oklahoma City 
       meeting, 10:30 a.m., Catholic 
       Pastoral Center, 7501 
       Northwest Expressway, OKC. 
       Visit serraokc.org. 

15   Suicide grief support group, 
       6 p.m. - 7 p.m., St. Francis, 
       1901 N.W. 18, OKC.

17   Feast of St. Patrick.

17   Monthly Novena to the Infant 
       Jesus. Nine days of novenas 
       to the Infant Jesus of Prague. 
       During the nine days, the 
       novena prayers will be: 
       Monday-Friday following 
       Noon Mass, Saturday 
       following 5 p.m. Mass; Sun-
       day following 11 a.m. Mass.

17   Charismatic Catholic prayer 
       meeting, 7 p.m., Catholic 
       Pastoral Center. Contact 
       Elaine, (405) 314-5345, 
       ccrprayers@gmail.com.

Calendar
This calendar only covers the two weeks between issue dates and may not reflect all of the calendar items. To see a full calendar, go to soonercatholic.org.

Kevin Pierce 
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General Agent 
SKC 

Office: 877-707-0752 / Cell: 405-514-7660 
kevin.pierce@kofc.org 

Councils: 775, 1038, 1044, 1533, 1537,  
1677, 2974, 3113, 3309, 7392, 9334, 10388, 

11194, 11633, 11959, 13313, 13366, 15834

Trey Welker 
Assistant General Agent 

MDRT, SKC 
405-850-4092 

trey.welker@kofc.org 
Councils: 3220, 10822, 12669

Bobby Stevens 
MDRT 

405-534-0397 
bobby.stevens@kofc.org 

Councils: 1018, 3556, 4598, 5160, 
5354, 9901, 12108, 16048, 16214

Chad McAuliff 
MDRT, SKC 

918-284-0685 
chad.mcauliff@kofc.org 

Councils: 1104, 4721, 6606, 
9668, 9737, 13828, 17383

Lance Dufour 
MDRT  

918-550-0886 
lance.dufour@kofc.org 

Councils: 962, 1302, 3167, 4519, 
4804, 7395, 8433, 11734, 14220, 

14248, 14448, 15785, 17559

Devon Soukup 
MDRT, SKC 

405-505-6030 
devon.soukup@kofc.org 

Councils: 767, 3101, 5440, 
5759, 6478, 8633, 14744

Mike Maggio  
MDRT  

405-697-8820 
michael.maggio@kofc.org 

Councils: 916, 949, 1053,  1903, 3336, 
4026, 4042, 5266, 5396, 9333, 9583, 

11135, 11237, 14106

Max Yardley 
MDRT  

405-570-2179 
max.yardley@kofc.org 
Councils: 4601, 6477, 
8204, 12518, 12605

Michael Dalby 
MDRT  

405-638-1274 
michael.dalby@kofc.org 

Councils: 965, 1287, 2604, 4889, 
5168, 8523, 9900, 11648, 11909, 

12819, 12382, 16367
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18    Feast of St. Cyril of 
        Jerusalem.

19    Feast of St. Joseph.

19    The Central Region Council of 
        Catholic Women meeting, 
        10 a.m. St. Philip Neri Catho-
        lic Church, Midwest City.

19    Lay Missionaries of Charity 
        provides an explanation 
        through prayer and the 
        charism of St. Teresa of 
        Calcutta. Meeting on the first 
        Saturday of the month at St. 
        Ann for Holy Mass at 9:30 
        a.m., adoration and the Rosa-   
        ry. On the third Saturday of 
        the month the meeting is at 
        Holy Innocents’ conference 
        room. Contact Toni Harrelson, 
        (405) 341-2199, (405) 694-
        1291.

19    St. Francis of Assisi Secular 
        Franciscan Fraternity of 
        Greater OKC meeting, 2 p.m. 
        - 4 p.m. via Zoom. Contact 
        (316) 558-0422, billfull@cox.
        net.

20    Third Sunday of Lent.

20    Pray the Rosary for Life, 6:30 
        p.m., Our Lady of Lebanon 
        Catholic Church, 500 Alameda 
        St., Norman. Contact 
        Connie Lang, (405) 249-1041, 
        potato.lang@gmail.com.

22   GOLD Let’s Taco ‘Bout It, 5 
       p.m. St. John Paul II Dwelling, 
       4113 S. Eastern Ave., Moore.

23   Feast of St. Turibius of 
       Mogrovejo.

24   Charismatic Catholic prayer 
       meeting, 7 p.m., Catholic 
       Pastoral Center. Contact 
       Elaine, (405) 314-5345, 
       ccrprayers@gmail.com.

25   Feast of The Annunciation of 
       the Lord.

26   GOLD Lenten retreat, 8 a.m. 
       – 4 p.m., St. John Paul II 
       Dwelling, 4113 S. Eastern 
       Ave., Moore.

26   Day of Reflection, “The Lit-
       urgies of Holy Week: A Jour-
       ney through time and space,” 
       8:30 a.m. - 3 p.m., St. Greg-
       ory’s Abbey, 1900 W. 
       MacArthur St., Shawnee.

26   Holy Innocents’ Chapel anni-
       versary celebration, 10 a.m.,   
       6114 N.W. 63, Warr Acres.  



The document explains, “The use of por-
nography by anyone in the home deprives the 
home of its role as a safe haven and has nega-
tive effects throughout a family’s life and across 
generations.” 

In Archbishop Coakley’s 
2019 letter about Safe 
Haven Sunday, he wrote, 
“The effects of pornogra-
phy are absolutely devas-
tating: addiction and com-
pulsive behavior, marriage 
and family break-ups, 
human trafficking, an 
increasingly distorted un-
derstanding of the mean-
ing and dignity of human 
sexuality and the loss of 
respect for persons who 
become instrumentalized 
for the sake of sexual 
gratification.”  

According to research, 
the average child is first 
exposed to pornography 
by age 11 and nearly all 
boys and more than half 
of young girls see pornog-
raphy by the age of 18.  

It often is through acci-
dental access by means 
of a pop-up ad or a typo during an internet 
search. By age 5, half of all children go online 
daily. By age 13, three quarters of them have a 

mobile phone and children ages 15-18 spend 
an average of one hour each day consuming 
media on their phones.

“It is important to talk about pornography be-
cause I think it is something that is not talked 
about enough with kids, parents especially, so 
when they hear it in church, when we have a 

special Sunday dedicated to it, they are en-
couraged to do so,” said Father Joseph Jacobi, 
pastor of Holy Spirit Catholic Church in Mus-

tang.
“I am glad 

our archdi-
ocese chose 
to participate 
because a 
lot of young 
men and 
older men 
are strug-
gling with 
this, and it 
is because 
it was not 

addressed in the past. It is really important 
and is providing an opportunity for parishes to 
address this and bring it into the light because 
the way the Evil One works is to keep all this in 
the dark and not bring it into the light.”

Father Jacobi added pornography affects 
children at a young age.

“When they are young and 
they see those images, it has 
been proven it affects their 
brain chemistry, and how 
they see other people,” he 
said. “It is a way, for some of 
them, to become addicted to 
it, harden their hearts, and 
also, they become ashamed, 
there is so much that goes 
into it. They do not want 
to talk to anyone about it. 
It can separate them from 
their parents and they feel 
like they are separated 
from God because of what’s 
happened. The impact on 
families is enormous.”

Father Jacobi advised par-
ents to consider not giving 
their children smart phones 
until they are older.

“I know that may sound 
crazy today, but no 10-year-
old child is ready for what 
he or she can stumble on 
to, and that is how it all 

starts. They stumble on to something as a 10 
or 11-year-old kid, and they’re naturally curi-
ous, and they start to go down the rabbit hole, 
and shame comes, guilt comes. It’s evil, is what 
it is.”

Some parishes offer follow up sessions after 
Safe Haven Sunday for people, especially par-
ents to ask questions and get more informa-
tion. 

“Some parents feel alone in this. They get 
to know the support of other parents and the 
support of the Church,” Father Jacobi said.

He advises parents to read books from Cov-
enant Eyes to help them talk to their children 
about the effects of pornography.

Jolene Schonchin is a freelance writer for the 
Sooner Catholic. 
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covenanteyes.com/when-your-child-is-looking-at-porn
Additional resource:


