
Mary, the Blessed Mother, 
endured much as the mother of 
Jesus. Mary humbly gave peo-
ple an example of submitting to 
God’s will. The following three 
mothers are examples of Chris-
tian faith to their families and 
parishes. 

Shelia Willis, Saint Fran-
cis Xavier Catholic Church, 
Sulphur

On Sunday morning at Mass 
parishioners find Shelia Willis 
and her husband, Billy, trying 
to corral their six grandchil-
dren ages 1-13. Both grandpar-
ents converted to Catholicism 
20 years ago through a friend 
from work. Ever since, Willis 
has volunteered in almost every 
capacity at Saint Francis Xavier 
Catholic Church, from religious 
education teacher, director of 

Christmas plays and anything 
else she is called upon to do.

“I attended a retreat with 
Cursillo four years ago and it 
helped me tremendously to 
understand the need for com-
munity and working together to 
promote Jesus. Our warm little 
church in Sulphur does a great 
job promoting community. Our 
pastor, Father Aaron Foshee, has 
begun integrating the Hispanic 
and English speaking commu-
nities more fully, through the 
multilingual Mass. The choir has 
been especially helpful with his 
efforts,” she said.

In addition to helping her two 
children raise six grandchildren, 
she also has brought foster chil-
dren into her home. 

Willis’s daughter, Samantha, 
said, “She has such calm about 
her when she is in church, even 
with six grandkids. She goes 
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Go Make Disciples

“She is humble of heart and filled with 
love for family, God” 

By Charles Albert 
The Sooner Catholic

Sacred Heart, Holy Angels parishes to merge 
on Rother Shrine campus

Mother’s Day is May 8

Shelia Wills and her six grandkids. Photo provided. continued on page 8

Shrine to accommodate growing parishes with 2,000-seat church 

Archbishop Paul Coakley an-
nounced April 23 the merging of 
Sacred Heart Catholic Church 
and Holy Angels Catholic Church 
on the campus of the new Blessed 
Stanley Rother Shrine. The parish 
will celebrate weekend Masses at 
the shrine, which opens Nov. 4. 

Archbishop Coakley also an-
nounced Father Don Wolf, cousin 
of Blessed Stanley, as pastor of 
Sacred Heart, and Father Rusty 
Hewes and Father Brannon Lepak 
as parochial vicars. Father Wolf 
also will serve as rector of the 
shrine with Father Hewes and Fa-
ther Lepak serving as vice rectors.

“This is an answer to our 
prayers,” said Father Hewes, 
pastor of Holy Angels. “We’ve been 
praying for a new church for years 
and we wouldn’t have been able 
to afford building a big, beautiful 
church. We are fortunate to have 
the opportunity to celebrate Mass 

and to stay together.” 
Father Hewes will continue to 

celebrate Mass at Holy Angels 
through October until the shrine 

is open. Father Wolf and Father 
Lepak will start their assignments 
at Sacred Heart on July 1. 

“For years, parishioners at Sa-

cred Heart have had to celebrate 
Mass in a gymnasium. They de-
serve a beautiful sacred space to 
worship. The shrine church with 
its Spanish colonial architecture, 
Blessed Stanley’s tomb and 2,000 
seats will be an amazing place to 
carry on this rich tradition,” Fa-
ther Wolf said.

Father Wolf and Father Hew-
es, both fluent in Spanish, will 
be joined at the shrine by Father 
Brannon Lepak, yet-to-be named 
deacons, a parish staff and shrine 
staff. Until a ministry building is 
completed on the shrine campus, 
religious education classes will 
continue at Historic Sacred Heart 
at 2706 S. Shartel Ave. Sacred 
Heart Catholic School, adjacent 
to the church, will remain at its 
current location.

“One of the things we identified 

continued on page 20

Parishioners at Sacred Heart Catholic Church in Oklahoma City. Photo Avery 
Holt/Sooner Catholic.
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By Sooner Catholic Staff

Additional coverage of 
Church and archdiocesan 
news and events, only on 
soonercatholic.org.

a To send photos, event 
information or story ideas, 
e-mail communications@
archokc.org.

a For all the students 
preparing for graduation. 
May the Lord ease any anx-
iety, help them stay focused 
and be encouraged to lean 
on their Catholic faith. We 
pray to the Lord. Lord, hear 
our prayer. 

a Rother store - Find items 
such as rosaries, prayer 
cards and Guatemalan crafts 
at the Rother Store online at 
rotherstore.com. 

a Become a seminarian 
pen pal! Our seminarians 
are away from home for 
months at a time during their 
formation. While at seminary, 
they would like to hear from 
people back home in Oklaho-
ma! Visit archokc.org/pen-
pal, find their addresses and 
write a note.

Find more 
news on the 

website

Archbishop Coakley’s Calendar
The following events are part of Archbishop Coakley’s official calendar.

Put Out Into the Deep
Luke 5:4

“The shepherd cannot run at the first sign of dan-
ger.” These words of Blessed Stanley Rother provide 
a good summary of the theme for Good Shepherd 
Sunday that the Church observes each year on the 
Fourth Sunday of Easter. 

It was Jesus, after all, who said “A good shepherd 
lays down his life for his sheep.” Blessed Stanley 
didn’t run but remained with his flock and gave his 
all. What a marvelous source of encouragement for 
priests and members of the faithful in whatever cir-
cumstances we are called to live out our discipleship 
today.

In this issue of the Sooner Catholic, new pastoral 
assignments for many priests are being published. 
Transitions in the lives of our priests and in the par-
ishes they serve give us opportunities to express our 
appreciation and grat-
itude for their dedicat-
ed service and priestly 
ministry. 

If your pastor is de-
parting, please be sure 
to thank him before 
he moves on. I, for 
one, am grateful for 
the generosity of these 
men who have served 
in a variety of ways 
and settings through 
the years. These de-
partures and arrivals are usually not easy for priests 
or for parishioners. Let’s encourage one another and 
work through these transitions together with under-
standing and patience.

Two of our priests are entering a new stage of their 
priesthood as they enter retirement. Retirement for a 
priest does not mean he is no longer a priest. Priest-
hood is not merely a job or something we do. It is 
who we are! Priests who are in retirement continue 
to exercise their priesthood in a variety of ways, but 
without bearing the burdens and responsibilities of 
administering a parish. I am grateful for the past and 
continuing service of these brother priests.

Several of our priests are accepting new responsi-
bilities as pastors to lead and guide parishes in a new 
setting. Others are assuming new duties as parochial 
vicars or in other special ministries. Please continue 

to pray for these shep-
herds as they undertake 
these new ministries in 
a new part of the Lord’s 
vineyard. It is all God’s 
Church!

Provision is being 
made through these 
assignments for a new 
ministry at the Blessed Stanley Rother Shrine when 
it opens in November. This involves restructuring two 
Oklahoma City parishes – Sacred Heart and Holy An-
gels – which will soon become part of a larger minis-
try that will include the ministry of the shrine. 

We will be saying farewell to some of our missionary 
priests from Mexico 
and India, even as we 
prepare to welcome 
other international 
priests. I am grateful 
for the missionary 
spirit of these interna-
tional priests, but con-
cerned that we have 
become so dependent 
upon them.

One of the things 
you won’t read about 

in this list of new assignments is an ordination. This 
year we will not be celebrating the ordination of a new 
priest in June as we normally hope to do. This is a 
matter of great concern for me as the archbishop. We 
need priests!  Without priests there is no Eucharist! 
Yet, we are not entitled to priests. Vocations are a 
gift from God. Pray for vocations and support your 
priests! We need priests who are being raised up in 
our own parishes and families. 

On this Good Shepherd Sunday, I appeal to all the 
faithful especially parents, grandparents, parishio-
ners, children and young people to pray for vocations. 
Encourage vocations. In our culture it’s so easy to 
criticize our leaders. Priests do not grow on trees or 
always need to come from another country or faraway 
place. Be open to the gift of a vocation in your family!

Archbishop Paul S. Coakley

Good Shepherd Sunday

Lord, 
we remember the mothers 
who have gone before us.
We remember the mothers 
of Scripture who are part 

of your story.
We remember those who 

have not given birth to us, 
but are mothers to us.

We remember expectant 
mothers.

We remember the mothers 
who have lost children.

We remember the women who 
struggle with fertility.

Lord, bless all mothers, 
grandmothers, Godmothers, 

adoptive mothers, aunts, 
sisters, women religious and 
fathers who take on the role 
of mother for their children.

Amen.

@archokc

Archdiocese of 
Oklahoma City

Arquidiócesis de 
Oklahoma City

May 8 – Confirmation, 10 a.m., Sacred Heart, Alva
May 10 – Presbyteral Council meeting, 9:30 a.m., Catholic Pastoral Center
May 10 – Mass, 11:30 a.m., St. Francis de Sales Chapel, CPC 
May 11 – Confirmation, 7 p.m., St. Mary, Ponca City
May 12 – Senior Staff meeting, 10 a.m., CPC 
May 12 – Blessed Stanley Rother Shrine Building Committee meeting, 2 p.m., CPC 
May 12 – Confirmation, 7 p.m., St. Thomas More, Norman
May 13 – Confirmation, 7 p.m., Sacred Heart, OKC 
May 14 – Confirmation, 10:30 a.m., St. Mary, Clinton
May 14 – Recognizing the Stranger Leadership Training Workshop, 2 p.m., St. Charles Borromeo, OKC 
May 15 – Confirmation, Noon, St. Joseph, Ada
May 17 – Mass, 11:30 a.m., St. Francis de Sales Chapel, CPC 
May 17 – CPC All Staff meeting, 12:30 p.m., CPC 
May 17 – Bishop McGuinness Catholic High School graduation, 7 p.m., Petuskey Auditorium
May 18 – Confirmation, 6:30 p.m., St. Joseph, Hennessey
May 19 – Blessed Stanley Rother Shrine Dedication Executive Committee meeting, 2 p.m., CPC 
May 19 – Confirmation, 6 p.m., Holy Cross, Madill
May 21 – Blessed Stanley Rother Institute graduation Mass, 10 a.m., St. Francis de Sales Chapel, CPC 
May 22 – Confirmation, 8 a.m., St. Mark the Evangelist, Norman
May 22 – Cristo Rey OKC Catholic High School graduation, 1 p.m., National Cowboy and Western Heritage 
Museum, OKC
May 22 – Yom Ho Shoah Holocaust Remembrance event, 3 p.m., Oklahoma City Community College

“We need priests who are being raised 
up in our own parishes and families. On 
this Good Shepherd Sunday, I appeal to 
all the faithful especially parents, grand-
parents, parishioners, children and 
young people to pray for vocations.”

Catholic Charities of the Archdiocese of 
Oklahoma City released statistics on an AI-
based texting platform that provides immedi-
ate access to mental health support through a 
chatbot named “Hope.”

“Accessibility to mental health care is a 
major challenge in this country, and we saw 
throughout the pandemic that depression and 
anxiety were at an 
all-time high. We 
had high hopes 
for the chatbot 
technology to mit-
igate some of the 
stresses for our 
clients, and the 
feedback from our 
clients has been 
overwhelmingly 
positive,” said Amy 
Shipman, director 
of counseling at 
Catholic Charities.

Hope was developed by clinical psychologists 
to extend mental health assistance to those in 
need. It is a free chat service providing encour-
agement and strategies on how to manage ev-
eryday stress and anxiety. The technology uses 
self-learning artificial intelligence. The more a 
person interacts with Hope, the more she can 
help.

Catholic Charities USA joined with X2AI in 
2021 to provide this preventative and proac-

tive technology to five pilot 
agencies to test the service. 
The first-of-its-kind program 
was first made available to 
Catholic Charities in Okla-
homa City in May 2021. 

Hope chatbot has proven 
effective since its inception. 

Since the launch 
of the program, 
15,932 messages 
were exchanged 
between Hope and 
users. 93 percent 
of users have rated 
Hope as “helpful.” 
All correspondence 
is confidential and 
anonymous. 

“We have been 
able reach more 
people within the 
diocese, especial-

ly our rural communities. 
Since Hope is available in 
both English and Spanish 
24 hours a day, seven days a 
week, the convenience gives 
you more of an on-demand 
service,” Shipman said.

May is Mental Health Awareness Month. One 
in five U.S. adults live with a mental illness. 
Along with Hope chatbot services, Catholic 

Charities also offers outpatient counseling for 
families, children and individuals. 

To learn more, call (405) 523-3000 or visit 
ccaokc.org online.
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Hope chatbot providing more than “hope” to 
Catholic Charities’ clients

The Blessed Stanley Rother 
Shrine staff extends our most 
gracious welcome to Father Don 
Wolf who will become the rector 
at the shrine, and Father Rusty 
Hewes and Father Brannon Lep-
ak who will serve as vice rectors. 
We also are excited to welcome 
parishioners of Holy Angels Cath-
olic Church and Sacred Heart 
Catholic Church. The two par-
ishes will be merging when the 
shrine opens this November and 
Masses will take place there on 
weekends. 

Blessed Stanley Rother pray for 
us!

Rother shrine update

Statement from Archbishop Coakley on the Dobbs 
case draft majority opinion

“If the draft opinion is a precursor of what is to come in the Dobbs case, the reversal of Roe v. Wade would be a thrilling answer to our 
prayers and a significant step in building a culture of life that recognizes the inherit dignity of each and every human person, particularly 
the poor and people of color who are disproportionately targeted by the abortion industry. I applaud Oklahoma leaders for being pro-ac-
tive with legislation that would essentially eliminate abortion in Oklahoma if the Roe case were overturned. Our focus must continue to be 
providing support and resources to families in need and connecting with expectant mothers who need reassurance they are not alone. Let 
us pray for the conversion of hearts and minds to embrace each child as a gift from God.”   

 
-- Most Rev. Paul S. Coakley, Archbishop of Oklahoma City

Hope is not a substitute for 
crisis situations. People who are 
experiencing suicidal thoughts, 
contact the Suicide Hotline: 
(800) 273-8255.

Text “Hi” to 
(202) 949-7249

Start code “CCAOKC”
Anonymous - Available 24/7
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From the Archives …

ARCHDIOCESE OF OKLAHOMA CITY ARCHIVES

The northeastern Okla-
homa town of Vinita had 
a Catholic presence as 

early as 1867 due to railroad 
workers building the Katy (the 
north-south line) and the Frisco 
(east-west), and were attended 
by Jesuits from Missouri. A more 
solid foundation was attained 
with the arrival of Father William 
Ketchem who was based out of 
Muskogee, but whose parish was 
basically a quarter of the state.

Bishop Meershaert had recruit-
ed a young priest from Belgium 
named Arthur Versavel during 
his travels to his home country 
in 1893. Father Versavel did 
not arrive with the first Belgian 
priests, waiting a few months 
until his ordination. He came to 
Oklahoma in 1894, first as assis-
tant pastor to Father Ketchem, 
and then in Vinita in 1895.

Father Ketchem built the first 
church in Vinita and Father 
Versavel built the new rectory. 
The Southwest Courier in the 
50th Anniversary edition of the 
Diocese of Oklahoma City and 
Tulsa, relates: “…he built a rec-
tory that was the pride of Vinita 
of that day. It was a five-room 
house with a bath and curiously 
enough it was in the shape of a 
cross. It boasted a real French 
window in the living room and a 
fancy front porch.”

He was a young cleric brim-
ming with enthusiasm. In his 
desire to serve, he was ecstatic 
about building a school in this 
correspondence with the bishop: 
“I have succeeded in securing 
the two lots north of the church 

for the price of $500.00. It 
is a great amount deal 

of money, but the lots 
are worth a great deal 

more. …Of the $260.00 I have 
collected today $200.00 has been 
donated by Protestants. More-
over, most of them promised me 
to send their children to the Sis-
ters school.” In the hinterlands, 
ecumenism was more prevalent 
as communities urgently needed 
to bond.

While lounging in the rectory 
one evening, his bliss was inter-
rupted when a group of inebri-
ated cowboys rode into town 
shooting at anything that moved. 
As they rode by, Father Versavel 
dove under a table as a bullet 
shattered a lamp where he had 
been. No doubt this was a har-
rowing event.

It is not known whether his 
experience with the Wild West 
encouraged his departure, but 
more than likely his contact with 
the Jesuits in Kansas and Mis-
souri shaped his desire to join 
the order. Leaving Oklahoma in 
1903, he became a Jesuit novice, 
and by 1908 had been sent to 

Honduras as a missionary. For 
20 years, he ministered to the 
people there while discovering 
and exploring several Mayan 
ruins.

He returned to the United 
States and spent the last 15 
years of his life working among 
African Americans in Denver and 
was said to have brought 200 
people into the Catholic faith.

Extraordinary men such as Ar-
thur Versavel were not unusual 
in the early Oklahoma Church. 
Nor was it unusual for these 
men to leave and explore other 
pursuits. 

Of the first four men recruited 
in 1893 by Bishop Meerschaert, 
only one stayed in Oklahoma 
for the rest of his career. Their 
wanderlust must have led some 
of them to become missionar-
ies in the first place. When one 
challenge ceased another must 
take its place. Their gifts marked 
the Church and gave it a unique 
quality.

A photo series from George Rigazzi, archdiocesan archivist

The first Catholic church in Vinita.

“Make Straight the Way” 
hosted by Dcn. Larry Sousa   

• May 3 and 4: Barbara Chishko, CEO Willow   
Pregnancy Support and executive director, Rose 
Home

• May 10 and 11: Dcn. Terri Givens, St. Eugene 
Catholic Church, Oklahoma City, Marriage Prep 
Ministry

• May 17 and 18: Carly Rae Akard, director of   
communications for Catholic Charities

• May 24 and 25: Stephen Reel, board member, 
Oklahoma Catholic Radio  

• May 31 and June 1: Jim Hames, St. Joseph  
Catholic Church, Norman, Kairos Prison Ministry

“Make Straight the Way” broadcasts on Oklahoma 
Catholic Radio Tuesdays at 3:30 p.m. and 7:30 p.m., 
and Wednesdays at 3:30 p.m. Tune in at okcr.org.

OKLAHOMA CITY & TULSAOKLAHOMA CITY & TULSA
Oklahoma City - 97.3 FM

Tulsa - 94.9 FM

AROUND THE STATEAROUND THE STATE
Broken Arrow - 102.9 FM

Clinton - 98.3 FM
Edmond - 100.9 FM
Elk City - 100.7 FM
Lawton - 88.3 FM

Ringwood - 104.9 FM
Enid - 104.9 FM

Shawnee - 107.1 FM
Woodward - 93.3 FM

SPANISH STATIONSSPANISH STATIONS
East OKC - 97.7 FM
West OKC - 99.3 FM

LISTEN ONLINE
okcr.org/listen
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Official Pastoral Assignments 2022
Archdiocese of Oklahoma City

Assignments are effective on Tuesday, June 28, 2022, unless otherwise noted.

Rev. John W. 
Feehily

Pastor

Rev. Oby J. 
Zunmas 

St. Joseph Old 
Cathedral, 
Oklahoma City

St. Thomas More 
University Church, 
Norman

Pastor
Rev. Raul 
Sanchez 

Holy Cross 
Church, Madill; 
Good Shepherd 
Church, Marietta

St. Eugene 
Church, Oklahoma 
City

Sacred Heart 
Church/Blessed 
Stanley Rother 
Shrine, Oklahoma 
City

Rev. Francis T. 
Nguyen

St. Andrew Church, 
Moore 

Rev. Vuong 
“Vic” Luong

St. Patrick Church, 
Anadarko; Our 
Lady of the Rosary 
Church, Binger; St. 
Richard Church, 
Carnegie

Rev. Carl W. 
Janocha  

Pastor/Rector

Rev. Mr. Robert 
J. Miller** 

Rev. Brian E. 
Buettner 

Rev. Benjamin 
S. Lwin 

Sts. Peter and Paul 
Church, Kingfisher; 
St. Rose of Lima, 
Watonga

Rev. Russell L. 
Hewes

Sacred Heart 
Church/ Blessed 
Stanley Rother 
Shrine; Oklahoma 
City 

Sacred Heart 
Church/Blessed 
Stanley Rother 
Shrine, Oklahoma 
City

Temporary
Administrator

Rev. James A. 
Goins 

St. Joseph 
Church, Norman

St. Eugene 
Church, 
Oklahoma City

St. Peter the Apostle 
Church, Guymon; 
St. Frances Cabrini 
Church, Beaver; 
Church of the Good 
Shepherd, Boise City; 
Sacred Heart Church, 
Hooker 

St. John Baptist 
Church, Edmond*   

Rev. Don 
Wolf 

Mount Saint Mary 
Catholic High 
School

Leaving the Archdiocese

Rev. Zachary 
Boazman 

Cristo Rey OKC 
Catholic High 
School

Very Rev. Kevin 
J. Ratterman 

Southeast Deanery

Rev. Jerome T. 
Krug

Chaplain

Transitional 
Deacon

Rev. J. Brannon 
Lepak 

Holy Angels 
Church, 
Oklahoma City 
(until 10/30/22) 

Pastor

Parochial Vicar 
(Associate Pastor)

Rev. Manti 
Mariadas  

Parochial Vicar 
(Associate Pastor)

Parochial Vicar/
Vice Rector

Parochial Vicar 
(Associate Pastor)

Parochial Vicar 
(Associate Pastor)

Rev. Russell L. 
Hewes 

Epiphany of the 
Lord Church, 
Oklahoma City 

Chaplain

Rev. Zachary 
Boazman

Retirement Retirement

Pastor Pastor

Pastor Pastor Parochial Vicar/
Vice Rector

Rev. John J. 
Mejía 

Rev. Jerome T. 
Krug

Dean

Coordinator

Rev. James A. 
Goins 

Coordinator of 
Ecumenical and 
Interreligious Affairs

Rev. 
Anthony 
Ram 

Rev. J. 
Santos 
Licea 
Anguiano, 
CORC

Rev 
Ruben 
Tena, 
CORC

Returned 
to India 
in April

To be 
reassigned 
by CORC

To be 
reassigned 
by CORC

* Effective date: to be determined       ** Effective date: May 14, 2022
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Sacred Heart Catholic School 
dedicates “Our Lady of the Rosary” 

Father William Banowsky

Father Banowsky is the paro-
chial vicar (associate pastor) at 
Saint Charles Borromeo Cath-
olic Church in Oklahoma City. 
He also serves as the associate 
judge for the archdiocesan Mar-
riage Tribunal. He enjoys com-
ic books, watching sports and 
naps!

EL RENO – On April 1, Sacred 
Heart Catholic School in El Reno 
dedicated an Our Lady of the 
Rosary statue in honor of late 
kindergarten assistant teacher 
April Ferguson.

The staff said “Ms. April” was 
a bright light to students and 
staff at Sacred Heart. After a long 
battle with colon cancer, Ms. 
April died on April 10, 2019. She 
reminded people to let their faith 
be bigger than their fear, and 
that God is greater than the ups 
and downs. 

The statue is secured in con-
crete under a Survivor Tree seed-
ling that the school was given on 
behalf of the Virginia Thompson 
family. Thompson was killed in 
the Oklahoma City bombing in 
1995. 

About 100 friends and family 
members attended the ceremo-
ny along with school staff and 
students.

Fr. Lance Warren blesses the Our Lady of the Rosary statue. 

Principal Shannon Statton speaks to the crowd. Photos provided.

Leave a Legacy, Support the Church.

The Catholic Foundation of Oklahoma is here to help. 
Contact us (405)721-4115 or cfo@cfook.org. 

Visit our website for more information cfook.org

After David Warren’s 
passing in 2018, his 
family quickly agreed 
that a wonderful way 

to honor his memory would be to 
create an endowment benefiting 
Sacred Heart Catholic School in El 
Reno.

Warren was baptized, confirmed 
and married at Sacred Heart. 
Two of his children attended the 
school. Warren and his wife were 
regulars at the annual “Taste of 
Sacred Heart” fundraiser for the 
school. “He always supported ev-
erything at the school,” said War-
ren’s widow, Kim Warren Wiewel.

Warren died of cancer at age 48. 
Soon after, his family established 
the David Paul Warren Memo-
rial Endowment at the Catholic 
Foundation of Oklahoma. Annual 
distributions from the endowment 
provide funding for technology, 
media supplies and equipment for 
the school.

During his time as director of 
technology at Redlands Communi-
ty College, Warren created an in-
formation technology system that 
caught the attention of Gemini 
Coatings Inc., an El Reno company 
that specializes in wood coating 
products. Gemini hired Warren as 
IT director in 2000; a decade later, 
he became the company’s presi-
dent and CEO.

“Earmarking the funds for tech-

nology at SHCS would support the 
school while at the same time giv-
ing a nod to David’s memory and 
his interest in technology,” said 
his mother, Sandra 
Warren.

“He was such a 
lover of technology, 
and I believe … with 
today’s education, it 
doesn’t matter how 
young a student is, 
technology is going 
to be a huge part of 
their lives.”

Warren Wiewel 
shared similar sentiments.

Her hope is that with help from 
the endowment, “technology can 
improve at Sacred Heart Catho-
lic School for students who are 

there, while promoting their faith 
in Jesus Christ and their relation-
ship with Jesus. That’s what David 
would want, too.”

The goal of the family and the 
Catholic Foundation is to build 
the endowment through gifts 
from others, resulting in larger 
annual distributions for Sacred 
Heart Catholic School. 

Gifts to the David Paul War-
ren Endowment can be made 
by going online to cfook.org/
sacredheartschoolelreno or by 
calling the Catholic Foundation 
of Oklahoma at (405) 721-4115.
Owen Canfield is associate direc-

tor of gift planning for the Catholic 
Foundation of Oklahoma. Contact 
(405) 709-2897, ocanfield@cfook.
org.

Endowment honors memory, helps school
By Owen Canfield 

David Warren
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Cristo Rey OKC’s first graduates to 
celebrate Decision Day

CATHOLIC PROMISE
$56,000 grant*

*Redeemable: $14,000 per year (8 Semesters)

 ⊲ ANY first-time college-bound  
student who graduates from a  
Catholic high school is eligible

MAKING A CATHOLIC 
COLLEGE EDUCATION MORE 
AFFORDABLE FOR FAMILIES

 ⊲ Must attend Newman as a  
full-time student the first term  
following high school graduation

A Degree of  DifferenceA Degree of  Difference

WICHITA, KS | 67213 | 316-942-4242

LEARN MORE:  NEWMANU.EDU/CATHOLIC-PROMISE-GRANT

Each of the 56 seniors at 
Cristo Rey OKC Catholic High 
School has been accepted to at 
least one college or university 
this fall. 

On May 13, each student 
will share his or her decision 
of where they plan to attend 
in the fall. It is the first gradu-
ating class of Cristo Rey OKC, 
and the vast majority will be 
first-generation college stu-
dents. 

From the U.S. Naval Acade-
my to the University of Arizona 
and many colleges between, 
Cristo Rey OKC students will 
be spreading their knowledge 
and experience across the 
nation.

Cristo Rey OKC seniors have 

been accepted to 138 different 
colleges and universities, in 
more than 35 states, including 
21 different colleges in Okla-
homa. This makes Decision 
Day an important milestone for 
these graduating seniors. 

The Cristo Rey OKC College 
Counseling and Alumni team 
works with each student to 
evaluate and create a plan tai-
lored to the individual, based 
on wants and needs. Students 
are assisted with research, 
applications, funding and 
scholarship opportunities, and 
any obstacle that may arise 
throughout the admissions 
process. 

Cristo Rey OKC students 
have accumulated hundreds of 

thousands of scholarship dol-
lars. The school recently hired 
an alumni advisor to help see 
the students to and through 
college. Most of the graduating 
class are first-generation col-
lege students.

On May 13, Cristo Rey OKC 
seniors, joined by their fam-
ilies, the rest of the student 
body, faculty, staff and the 
school’s Board of Directors, will 
announce and celebrate each 
student’s decision. Many of the 
chosen colleges and universi-
ties will have representation at 
Cristo Rey OKC to welcome the 
soon-to-be collegiate students 
to their schools. 

To learn more about Cristo 
Rey OKC, visit cristoreyokc.org.

To learn more about 
Cristo Rey OKC, visit 

cristoreyokc.org.

England, Scotland pilgrimage
Join Archbishop Coakley Oct. 6-15 on a pil-

grimage to England and Scotland. Cost: $5,559 
pp dbl occupancy, including roundtrip airfare 
form OKC, four-star hotels, daily continental 
breakfast and more. Visit ctscentral.net/trips/
England/cfook-england-202210. Call Corpo-
rate Travel at (866) 468-1420. Trip ID: 45458. 
Group ID: 7655. 

Poland, Vienna, Germany pilgrimage
Join Fr. Rick Stansberry on an 11-day pil-

grimage to Poland, Vienna and Germany Aug. 
1-11. The pilgrimage includes the Oberammer-
gau Passion Play. Other hosts include Marcel-
lino D’Ambrosio, Fr. Casey F. Jones and Dcn. 
Pete Markwald. Contact Select International 
Tours at (800) 842-4842, jane@select-intl.com. 
Visit selectinternationaltours.com.  

Germany, Prague, Austria pilgrimage
Join Fr. Carl Janocha and Fr. Danny Gro-

ver on a pilgrimage to Germany, Prague and 
Austria Sept. 19-30. Cost: $4,599 pp, includ-
ing airfare from OKC, four-star hotels, most 
meals and more. Trip includes Oberammergau 
for the Passion Play and more. A $2,000 depos-
it required. Contact Fr. Carl Janocha at (405) 
247-5255, frcarlj@gmail.com.

Pilgrimages



above and beyond to make sure they each un-
derstand as much as they can about the Mass 
and how to be respectful.” 

Her son, Brandon said, “I am simply im-
pressed by how much my children love going to 
church with Grammy.”

Fellow parishioner, Mary Dursel, stated, 
“Sheila is very humble and a quiet, gentle 
presence around the church community. She 
extends a warm smile and speaks to everyone 
she encounters. With her family you see the 
patience and love she shares with them. Like 
our Blessed Mother, she is humble of heart 
and filled with love for her family and wants 
nothing more than to love and serve God.” 

Gloria Kemp, Saint Joseph Catholic 
Church, Ada 

Gloria Kemp’s mother was Italian American 
and a devout Catholic. 
However, being deaf, 
she never heard her 
daughter’s voice. Kemp 
is now 88 and still 
prays daily with her 
mother’s Rosary. 

“Over the many years 
I have experienced 
times where I have had 
great faith and also 
down times,” Kemp 
said. “Even Saint Tere-
sa of Calcutta admitted 
she had down times 
with her faith.” 

Kemp has lost two 
husbands, but the most 
devastating was when 
her 59-year-old son, 
Thomas, died suddenly 
three years ago. He was 

one of six of children, 14 grandchildren and 
five great-grandchildren. 

Kemp said she has a formula for solving 
those downtimes when someone’s faith is at 
the lowest:

- Continue to go to Mass even when they 
don’t want to;

- Continue to go to the Sacraments even 
when they feel empty;

- Pray even if their heart isn’t in it;
- Ask other people to pray for them;
- Rely on the Communion of Saints to pray 

for them.
“You cannot go through this life unscathed. 

You need to rely on faith and prayer,” Kemp 
said. “Jesus is there and will help you through 
the bad times. His mother also suffered 
through the loss of her son.” 

Kelly Howard, Saint Mary Catholic 
Church, Ardmore

At Saint Mary Catholic Church parishioners 
streamed from Mass to shake 
the priest’s hand. Lakin How-
ard, 16, stood nearby with her 
mother, Kelly Howard, as she 
anxiously awaited her turn. 
Finally, it was Lakin’s turn, 
and she raced excitedly to-
ward Father Kevin Ratterman, 
squealing with joy. Father 
Ratterman smiled as he greet-
ed Howard. 

Howard has dealt with many 
challenges in life. She credits 
the Blessed Virgin and the 
faith her grandmother in-
stilled in her with helping her 
through the worst day any par-
ent could ever suffer, the loss 
of her 11-year-old son, Dalton. 
Dalton was killed in an acci-
dent on their family’s ranch in 
June 2004. She and her hus-

band, Steve, said they know that Dalton is with 
God, although his absence is still quite painful.

Howard is active with her children, Rance, 
14, Lakin, 16, Kade and his wife, Marylu, both 
34, and grandchildren, Kase, 5, and Dylann, 7. 
She also is an English teacher in the Ringling 
School District. 

“I try to prepare my students to meet the 
challenges they will face by encouraging prayer 
and exemplifying faith,” Howard said. “Unlike 
social media, which often gives messages to 
young people that everything is ok, priests, 

parents and teachers are needed in their lives 
to help equip them with knowledge to know 
how to react when everything is not OK. They 
will have challenges and do need God.”

Kade Howard said, “I am very thankful for 
the faith and strength my mom has practiced 
throughout our lives. I admire her passion and 
dedication while teaching her children and 
students.” 

Charles Albert is a freelance writer for the 
Sooner Catholic.
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Kelly Howard and family

Gloria Kemp
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Archbishop Coakley celebrated Mass for the annual Convocation 
of Deacons on April 23 at the St. Francis de Sales Chapel at the 
Catholic Pastoral Center in Oklahoma City. Icons were present-
ed to three deacons with 30 years of service, and also to seven 
deacons with 20 years of service.  Photos Chris Porter/Sooner 
Catholic.

Sr. Donna Markham, president 
of Catholic Charities USA, visited 
Oklahoma last month. She toured 
the Bl. Stanley Rother Shrine and 
stopped by the Catholic Pastoral 
Center to meet with Archbishop 
Coakley. She is in the state to see 
first-hand Oklahoma’s success with 
settling Afghan families. Photos 
Diane Clay/Sooner Catholic.
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What does your priest mean to you?
For Priest Appreciation Week, the Sooner Catholic asked parishioners to share what their priests mean to them and their families. Here is what they said:

Fr. Balraj Jesudas 

Fr. James Wickersham 

Fr. Joe Jacobi

Fr. Danny Grover 

Father Simon Zurita – St. Damien Catholic Church, Edmond
“My wife and I are catechumens at Saint Damien’s in Edmond. Father Zurita has 
worked so hard to make sure we get the best catechesis possible while juggling 
so many different things. He always makes time for us and is deeply invested in 
our formation in the faith. We’re lucky to have him as our priest and we think he 
deserves recognition for all the work he does.”
Drew M. Johnson

Father Phil Seeton – Holy Family Catholic Church, Lawton
“Father Phil means the world to me and my family. I entered the Church in 2019. 
It became clear during the Easter Triduum in 2018 that it was God’s will for 
me to enter the faith. I was so excited to have my marriage convalidated and to 
be confirmed so that I could finally receive the Holy Eucharist and the Precious 
Blood only to be placed on hold because of COVID closures. I was so disheart-
ened and shared with Father Phil how I felt during confession. He had such love 
and compassion he made arrangements to convalidate my marriage and to enter 
the Church privately with our family.”  
Lisa Ranson 

Father James Wickersham 
– St. Mary Catholic Church, 
Guthrie
“Our family greatly appreciates 
Father Wickersham’s 
beautiful liturgy. His joyful 
presence and his rich 
teachings about Jesus and 
the Church are a blessing 
to us and our own faith.”
Jason and Linda Poteet and 
family 

Father Pau Titus – Corpus 
Christi Catholic Church, 
OKC
“We love you Father Titus!”
Betty Schneider

Father Danny Grover 
– St. Matthew Catholic 
Church, Elk City
“My faith has only gotten 
stronger thanks to Father 
Grover. We are so blessed 
to have him as our priest.”
Sonia Ramirez

“We love Father Danny. He 
is very energetic and great 
with kids. We are blessed 
to have him!”
Mickey Malloy

“Thank you to all the Catholic priests in Oklahoma!”
Felix Santillan

Father Balraj 
Jesudas – Sacred 
Heart Catholic 
Church, Alva 
“Father Bala at 
James Crabtree 
Correctional Cen-
ter, the men thank 
you!” 
Mary Hoch

Father Joe Jacobi 
– Holy Spirit 
Catholic Church, 
Mustang
“Wonderful 
priest!”  
Penny Broughton 
George

Father Carson Krittenbrink and Father Zak 
Boazman – St. Mary Catholic Church, Ponca 
City
“We are so blessed to have Father Krittenbrink 
and Father Boazman. What I appreciate most 
about Fr. Carson is he is always ready to give 
a theology lesson to anyone who will listen. We 
have learned so much from him! Fr. Zak has 
such a heart of kindness and a sweet spirit. He 
has been such a joy!”
@vondablando

Father Rusty Hewes and Father Don Wolf – Holy 
Angels and St. Eugene, OKC
“Father Russ from Holy Angels! He’s a great, good 
man! He gives us hope and is always there to listen. 
His homily is always interesting, and Mass is always 
peaceful and he’s a cool, good, great man too! God 
bless you Father Russ, thank you for your time! 

Also, Father Wolf from St. Eugene, the way he 
speaks both English and Spanish, he has a lot of 
passion in what he says in his homily. The way he 
serves Mass is very nice and peaceful. And he’s a 
good, great man too! Thank you Father Wolf!”
@vfrayre
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Fr. Peter Jandaczek, pastor at 
Assumption Catholic Church in 
Duncan, celebrated the Easter 
vigil with Dcn. Manual Garcia, 
Dcn. Mark Gildon and altar serv-
ers Juan and Ricardo with Noe 
Sanchez standing behind Dcn. 
Mark. Photo provided.

Fr. Oby Zunmas, 
pastor at Holy Cross 
Catholic Church 
in Madill, held a 
groundbreaking 
ceremony on April 
24 for the new office 
and chapel building. 
Photo Aurora Alvarez 
Ariciaga.    
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Fr. Ruben Tena-Guzman celebrated Mass for altar servers on April 23 at Sacred Heart Catholic Church in Oklahoma 
City. Photos provided.

Dcn. Louis Nix at Holy Name of Jesus 
Catholic Church in Chickasha cel-
ebrated his first Easter Vigil after 
becoming a deacon. Photo provided. 

Participants attended the Oblates retreat on April 24 at St.Gregory’s Abbey in Shawnee. Photos provided.

Parishioners at Holy Family Catholic Church in Lawton celebrated May First with the crowning of Mary Queen of 
Heaven. They prayed the trilingual Rosary (English, Spanish, Korean) and had a procession chanting the Litany in 
Latin to the grotto to crown Mary. Photos provided.

Archdiocese of Oklahoma City Catholic school students participated in the CGSAA track meet April 24 at Bishop McGuinness Catholic High School in Oklahoma 
City. Pictured (L to R): St. James Catholic School, Sacred Heart (OKC) Catholic School and Christ the King Catholic School. Photos Dana Attocknie/Sooner Catholic.
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Papal Foundation allocates $14 million to 
support Catholic Church around the world

PHILADELPHIA – The Papal Foundation, 
whose mission is to serve the Holy Father and 
the Roman Catholic Church through faith, 
energy and financial resources, announced the 
approval of $14 million in grants, scholarships 
and humanitarian aid that will be distributed 
throughout the world. 

The Foundation’s 22-member Board of 
Trustees approved the investments to increase 
the Foundation’s service to the Church, in-
cluding more than $9 million in grants re-
quested by the Vatican for 123 projects in 64 
countriThe Papal Foundation supports global 
priorities identified by Pope Francis, including 

the construction and renovations of churches 
and schools as well as seminaries, convents, 
rectories and monasteries. In addition, grants 
purchase library supplies, provide lunches for 
orphaned children, and install modern medical 
equipment in hospitals in developing nations.

“These dollars address an amazing variety 
of requests,” said Eustace Mita, president of 
The Papal Foundation Board of Trustees. “The 
diversity of need is great, and the foundation’s 
ability to respond to Pope Francis’ call has 
made a profound impact on many lives.”

 In addition to making grants in dioceses 
around the globe, The Papal Foundation will 

support 90 priests, women religious and sem-
inarians studying in Rome through its Saint 
John Paul II Scholarship Program as well as 
provide humanitarian aid through its Mission 
Fund to feed the hungry, tend to the sick and 
provide shelter for the homeless.

 “We are here to serve the global Church 
by investing in Pope Francis’ priorities,” said 
Cardinal Sean O’Malley, chairman of The Papal 
Foundation Board of Trustees. “Our shared 
goal is to serve those most in need in impover-
ished communities throughout the world.”

 For more information about The Papal Foun-
dation, visit thepapalfoundation.org.                         

Grants, scholarships, mission funds enhance foundation’s service to Church

First Holy Communion, Christ the King Catholic Church, Oklahoma City Confirmation, St. Eugene Catholic Church, Oklahoma City

RCIA, Christ the King Catholic Church, Oklahoma City Confirmation, Holy Name of Jesus Catholic Church, Chickasha

First Holy Communion, Sacred Heart Catholic Church, Alva Confirmation, St. Joseph Catholic Church, Blackwell and Tonkawa



Sooner Catholic14   May 8, 2022 

Jobs Box
To see more job openings, go on-

line to archokc.org/jobs-box.

Archdiocesan director of 
communications

The Archdiocese of Oklahoma 
City is seeking a director of com-
munications. As a member of the 
senior staff, the director of commu-
nications will represent the arch-
diocese, archbishop and chancery 
to the media by crafting commu-
nications, social media, public 
relations and marketing strategies. 
The director will supervise commu-
nications support staff, oversee the 
budget and will be responsible for 
arranging interviews, organizing 
news conferences, responding to 
media inquiries and credentialing 
press for major events. The direc-
tor also will serve as editor of the 
diocesan Sooner Catholic newspa-
per. Must have a bachelor’s degree 
in communications or related field, 
at least five years of public rela-
tions, journalism and/or market-
ing experience, and be a practicing 
Catholic. A background check and 
safe environment training will be 
required. Send resume and cover 
letter to humanresources@ar-
chokc.org.

Director of communications - 
Shrine

The Bl. Stanley Rother Shrine 
is seeking a full-time director of 
communications to oversee all 
aspects of communication, media 
relations and promotion of the 
shrine. The director must have a 
desire to promote the Church’s 
work of evangelization and to pro-
mote knowledge of and devotion 
to Bl. Stanley. Three to five years 
of experience in public relations, 
journalism or marketing; bache-
lor’s degree in related field; prac-
ticing Catholic in good standing; 
bilingual desired but not required. 
Background check and safe envi-
ronment training required. Learn 
more at rothershrine.org. Send 
resume and cover letter to human-
resources@archokc.org.

Director of Admissions – OKC 
Cristo Rey OKC Catholic High 

School is seeking a director of 
admissions to recruit students 
to apply to the school, direct the 
admissions process from point of 
inquiry to enrollment, supervise 
staff and volunteers for admission 
events and manage the Office of 
Admissions. Bachelor’s degree in 
education or related field; master’s 
degree preferred. At least three 
years of admissions administra-
tion experience; knowledge of 
Microsoft Office, e-mail, Applicant 
Tracking Systems, Zoom/Google 
Meet/Cisco Webex. Bilingual (En-
glish/Spanish) required. Apply at  
cristoreyokc.org/careers.

High school principal - OKC
Mount St. Mary Catholic High 

School is seeking a principal to 
start July 2022. Must have ex-
perience in curriculum develop-

ment and co-curricular planning, 
welcome a diversity of cultures, 
cultivate equitable learning op-
portunities, be a compassionate 
team-builder, ability to problem 
solve, strong communicator and 
be a practicing Catholic in good 
standing. Send cover letter, re-
sume and list of five professional 
references with name, relation-
ship, phone number and e-mail 
address of each. Send each docu-
ment as a separate pdf to search 
consultants Brandon Jacobs at 
brandon.jacobs@carneysandoe.
com, Barbara Daush at barbara.
daush@carneysandoe.com and 
Jess Roberson at jess.roberson@
carneysandoe.com.

Principal - OKC
Bishop John Carroll Catholic 

School is seeking a principal with 
experience leading faculty in cur-
riculum implementation, profes-
sional development, school finance 
and enrollment management. 
Master of educational leader-
ship degree or master’s degree in 
related educational field required. 
Must be a practicing Catholic in 
good standing, hold Oklahoma 
principal certification or ability to 
obtain, have proficient knowledge 
of the instructional and accred-
itation process, and experience 
with the budgeting process and 
maintaining a balanced budget. 
Send cover letter and resume to 
lschuler@archokc.org. All inqui-
ries, nominations and applications 
will be confidential.

Principal – Enid
St. Joseph Catholic School in 

Enid is seeking a principal with 
experience as a principal or teach-
er in a Catholic school setting, 
managing faculty and staff, school 
finance and enrollment manage-
ment. Master of educational lead-
ership degree or master’s degree in 
related educational field required; 
practicing Catholic in good stand-
ing; Oklahoma principal certifica-
tion or ability to obtain; proficient 
knowledge of the instructional and 
accreditation process, experience 
with budgeting process and main-
taining a balanced budget a must. 
Send cover letter and resume to 
lschuler@archokc.org. All inqui-
ries, nominations and applications 
will be confidential.

Administrative assistant - OKC
Catholic Charities of the Archdi-

ocese of Oklahoma City is seeking 
an administrative assistant to help 
newly arrived families become 
self-sufficient, perform clerical and 
secretarial tasks, maintain various 
databases, facilitate inter-depart-
ment communication, and manage 
any mailing. High school diploma 
or equivalent; Office management, 
communication and comput-
er skills; Two years’ experience 
working in an office environment; 
Pleasant phone personality; Bilin-
gual in Spanish, Burmese, Con-
golese or Arabic preferred. Send 

resume and cover letter to Alonda 
McGraw at amcgraw@ccaokc.org.  

Intake specialist/day services – 
OKC, Norman

Catholic Charities of the Archdi-
ocese of Oklahoma City is seek-
ing an intake specialist to direct 
service and support through day 
services at the Sanctuary for 
Women’s Development and con-
duct intakes with new clients 
interested in case management 
services. High school diploma or 
G.E.D., associate’s degree pre-
ferred; must have valid Oklahoma 
driver’s license; fluency in Span-
ish and English preferred. Send 
cover letter and resume to Racheal 
Singley at  rsingley@ccaokc.org 
or Sheila McPherson at smcpher-
son@ ccaokc.org (Norman posi-
tion).  

Case manager/housing naviga-
tor - Lawton

Catholic Charities of the Archdi-
ocese of Oklahoma City is seek-
ing a temporary case manager/
housing navigator to provide case 
management services. This posi-
tion also provides housing naviga-
tion for women served through the 
agency as assigned. Undergradu-
ate degree in social work or be-
havioral science preferred; At least 
1year of case management experi-
ence with vulnerable populations, 
particularly those with health, 
mental health and substance 
abuse issues; Microsoft Office 
proficiency; Fluency in Spanish 
and English preferred; Excellent 
communication skills; Ability to 
prioritize and coordinate multiple 
demands in a high-pressure envi-
ronment; Willing to obtain CPR/
First Aid training. Send cover let-
ter with resume to Yasmin Berber 
at yberber@ccaokc.org.

Certified medication aide - OKC 
St. Ann Retirement Center in 

Oklahoma City is seeking a cer-
tified CMA or CNA/MAT for the 
day shift and the night shift. 
Must have experience adminis-
tering medications and assisting 
residents with ADL’s. Paid insur-
ance, generous PTO, matching 
retirement plan, and outstanding 
work environment. Contact (405) 
721-0747, Ext. 306, LaTrona@ 
saintannretirementcenter.com 

Youth coordinator - OKC
Christ the King Catholic Church 

is seeking a full-time assistant 
youth coordinator to assist the 
director of youth ministry and 
the pastor. Job requires strong 
skills in organization, planning 
and execution of events, computer 
skills, social media, and willing-
ness to work with children ages 
12-18. A successful candidate will 
assist in the development of junior 
high and high school girl ministry, 
strengthen the young adult wom-
en’s group, assist with Confirma-
tion girl’s ministry, and help plan 
girls’ retreats. Candidates must 

have deep commitment to the life 
of a missionary disciple, and a 
joyful willingness to take an active 
part in parish life. Some evenings 
and weekends required. Experi-
ence in evangelization and cat-
echetical leadership is preferred. 
Candidates must be practicing 
Catholics in good standing. Sub-
mit resume to antonio@ckokc.org.

Teachers – OKC
The Catholic School of St. Eu-

gene is accepting teaching appli-
cations for the 2022-2023 school 
year. Applicants should hold at 
least a bachelor’s degree in ed-
ucation with state certification. 
For more information and specific 
positions visit steugeneschool.org/
careers. Send resume, cover letter 
and archdiocese teacher applica-
tion to Principal Molly Goldswor-
thy at jobs@steugeneschool.org.

Teachers - Edmond
St. Elizabeth Ann Seton Cath-

olic School in Edmond is seeking 
teachers for the 2022-2023 school 
year. Bachelor’s degree with state 
teaching certification in the de-
sired teaching area required. Send 
a resume, cover letter and copy 
of teaching certificate to Principal 
Laura Cain at lcain@seasok.org.

Fifth grade teacher - OKC
Bishop John Carroll Catholic 

School in Oklahoma City is look-
ing for a certified teacher for fifth 
grade for the 2022-2023 school 
year. This teacher will be part of 
both middle school and elementa-
ry teams. Experience in Catholic 
education preferred. Knowledge 
of Catholic curriculum, national 
standards and current pedagogy 
preferred. Willingness to learn and 
develop knowledge in these areas 
a must. Send resume and cover 
letter to Principal Tim McFadden 
at principal@bjccs.org.  

Latin teacher - OKC
Bishop McGuinness Catholic 

High School is seeking qualified 
candidates to teach Latin in the 
2022-2023 school year. Appli-
cants must be highly motivated, 
have experience in teaching in 
high school and work closely with 
World Language colleagues on 
lesson planning and curriculum 
alignment. Experience in, or abili-
ty to learn, how to deliver content 
digitally preferred. High school 
certification and a bachelor’s 
degree in Latin, Latin education 
or a related field required. Send 
resume and cover letter to World 
Language Department Chair Taja 
Egert at tegert@bmchs.org.

Teachers – Midwest City
St. Philip Neri Catholic School 

in Midwest City is seeking early 
childhood and elementary teach-
ers. Applicants must hold state 
certification. Teaching experi-
ence is preferred. Send resume to 
Principal Brenda Tener at btener@
spnok.org.

In the golden age of the Catho-
lic episcopate – the days of great 
Church Fathers like Cyprian of 
Carthage and Augustine of Hippo 
in the early and mid-first millen-
nium – bishops were frequently in 
contact with each other, encourag-
ing, consulting and, when neces-
sary, correcting. 

The practice of episcopal fraternal 
correction has withered over time, 
not least in the decades since the 
Second Vatican Council. And that’s 
strange. For Vatican II taught that 
the world’s bishops form a body or 
“college” that, with and under the 
Bishop of Rome, shares full author-
ity within the Church. Somehow, 
though, the practice of episcopal 
“collegiality” came to resemble the 
unwritten etiquette within Evelyn 
Waugh’s fictitious London club, 
Bellamy’s, where one simply didn’t 
criticize another member, no mat-
ter how disturbing, even bizarre, 
his behavior.

Whatever else German Catholi-
cism’s multi-year “Synodal Path” 
has accomplished thus far, it has 
changed that dynamic dramatical-
ly. 

The bishops of Poland and 
Scandinavia recently sent letters 
of fraternal concern and correction 
to the German episcopate, ques-
tioning the German Synodal Path’s 
deconstruction of settled truths of 
Catholic faith and practice. 

Then, on Tuesday of Holy Week, 
a group of more than 70 En-
glish-speaking bishops from the 
United States, Canada and Africa 

publicly released “A Fraternal Open 
Letter to Our Brother Bishops in 
Germany.” 

Stressing that the seven issues 
they flagged were not their only 
concerns with the German Synodal 
Path’s work to date, the Anglo-
phone bishops’ letter nonetheless 
identified the key points at which 
the German Church seemed to be 
careening toward what can only be 
called apostasy.

First, by “failing to listen to the 
Holy Spirit and the Gospel,” the 
Synodal Path was undermining the 
credibility of Scripture, the teach-
ing authority of the Church (in-
cluding that of Pope Francis), and 
the Catholic understanding of the 
human person.   

Second, the documents and dis-
cussions of the Synodal Path seem 
dominated by secular ideologies, 
including gender theory, rather 
than being framed by Scripture and 
tradition – which, the Anglophone 
bishops reminded their German 
brethren, Vatican II declared “a 
single sacred deposit of the Word of 
God” that is binding on the Church 
over time, irrespective of the pre-
vailing public culture.

Third, the Synodal Path per-
sistently reduces freedom to per-
sonal autonomy – the dumbed 
down freedom of “I did it my way” 
– and confuses conscience with 
personal preference. Yet as the 
Anglophone bishops put it, a truly 
Christian conscience “remains 
subject to the truth about human 
nature and the norms of righteous 

living revealed by God and taught 
by Christ’s Church.” There is no 
freedom without truth, they wrote, 
“and Jesus is the truth who sets 
us free.”

In the fourth place, the Synodal 
Path’s documents and discus-
sions seem devoid of that joy of 
the Gospel that Pope Francis has 
stressed as “essential to Chris-
tian life.” How can there be serious 
Church renewal and reform, the 
English-speaking bishops asked, if 
the joy of the new life in Christ is 
absent? Is it possible for a soured, 
self-referential Church, obsessed 
with real and imagined failures, to 
evangelize? 

Fifth, the Anglophone bishops 
noted that the Synodal Path has 
been an elitist exercise run by 
entrenched and determinedly woke 
Church bureaucrats. But, how can 
the Church proclaim the new life in 
Christ if the vast German Catholic 
bureaucracy “displays more sub-
mission and obedience to the world 
and to ideologies than to Jesus 
Christ as Lord and Savior?”

Sixth, the Anglophone bishops 
flagged the Synodal Path’s fixation 
on ecclesiastical “power,” as if fly-
ing a desk in a chancery office and 
telling others what to do has great-
er evangelical value than bringing 
others to Christ, or back to Christ, 
through a personal witness to the 
Gospel. 

And, finally, the “Fraternal Open 
Letter” warns that a Catholic “syn-
odality,” which reduces Catholicism 
to another liberal Protestant sect, 

is a distraction from “the Church’s 
necessary conversation about 
fulfilling (its) mission of convert-
ing and sanctifying the world.”  
The Anglophone bishops know that 
Christian mission today requires 
deep Catholic reform. Reform does 
not mean deconstruction, however. 
The Church has a “form” given it by 
Christ, and all true Catholic reform 
is in reference to that form.

Whether the Fraternal Open 
Letter and the parallel letters from 
the Polish and Scandinavian epis-
copates slow what seems to be, in 
Germany, a Gadarene rush over 
the cliff of apostasy remains to be 
seen. But, the brave bishops who 
signed that letter have identified 
key issues for the Church of the 
immediate future, and for the next 
papal conclave. 

And that is a service to the Gos-
pel and the cause of Christ.

The full text of the Fraternal 
Open Letter is available at catholic-
newsagency.com/storage/pdf/fra-
ternal-open-letter-to-brother-bish-
ops-germany.pdf. Bishops wishing 
to join this initiative may register 
their signatures by e-mail to   
episcopimundi2022@gmail.com.

Many people may think that Saint Joseph 
would have a special place in art from the be-
ginning of Christian art. They would be wrong. 
It was a gradual progression from almost 
obscurity to his prominence in art of recent 
times. This explains the title of this book, “The 

Silent Knight: a his-
tory of Saint Joseph 
as depicted in art.”  

Saint Joseph did 
not have his own 
liturgical feast day 
on the calendar as 

important saints do until around 1570. He 
was not even mentioned in the Roman Canon 
(today’s First Eucharistic Prayer) until 1962 
when Saint John XXIII inserted his name after 
Mary’s. Pope Francis later extended his inclu-
sion in the other three Eucharistic Prayers for 
Mass. He was not the patron of the Universal 
Church until near the end of Blessed Pius IX’s 
reign on Dec. 8, 1870. 

During the Counter-Reformation, there were 
some who supported the idea that Saint Jo-
seph was assumed into heaven body and soul 
like Mary was. This was based on Scripture 
where it says that when Jesus died tombs were 

opened of holy ones and they rose from the 
dead and other traditions.  Saint Francis de 
Sales was one who supported Saint Joseph’s 
assumption, but in the end this idea was un-
successful.

Elizabeth Lev studied art history at the Uni-
versity of Chicago and the University 
of Bologna. She has taught art his-
tory at Duquesne University’s Italian 
campus. She is an author of several 
books; one being “How Catholic Art 
Saved the Faith” (2018). 

In this current book Lev shows 
how Saint Joseph started out in 
Christian art in the background 
of images featuring Jesus and the 
Blessed Virgin Mary. He slowly, 
through time, came to equal Mary’s 
prominence and sometimes he was 
featured alone in art. 

Lev also touches on literature 
and theology in connection with art. She 
shows that art was used to teach certain doc-
trines of the faith; showing Saint Joseph as 
a model or example of that teaching. Some of 
these varied from topic and time in history.

One of those times was using the image of 
Saint Joseph wearing traditional papal colors 
to show support for the papacy. Another teach-
ing was showing Saint Joseph being “too old” 
for intercourse and that this helped to preserve 
the doctrine of Mary being “ever virgin.” 

The age of Saint Joseph in Nativity scenes 
varied throughout history according to what 
was being taught. Lev shows that Saint Joseph 
most likely was not an old man when he mar-
ried Mary because in those days traveling from 
Bethlehem to Egypt, and then later to Nazareth 

from Egypt, would have been very 
difficult for an older person. Lev 
discusses all these nuances that 
have appeared in art over time 
concerning Saint Joseph.

Lev describes various pieces 
of art very well. These pieces are 
featured in color so that the reader 
can see what she is pointing out. 
This book is wonderful with its 
color illustrations, descriptions and 
the knowledge that Lev passes onto 
her readers. 

There are footnotes, image cred-
its and a bibliography. There is no 
index. The text flows very well and 

is a joy to read and to experience the artwork. 
This wonderful book is highly recommended, 
especially to those interested in Christian art 
history and theology and art of Saint Joseph. 
Besides the Universal Church being under the 
patronage of Saint Joseph. The Archdiocese of 
Oklahoma City is also under his patronage.

Br. Benet Exton, O.S.B., Saint Gregory’s 
Abbey, Shawnee, is a freelance writer for the 
Sooner Catholic.
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Lánzate a lo más Profundo
Luke 5:4

Domingo de Buen Pastor

Arzobispo Pablo S. Coakley

El personal del Santuario del 
Beato Stanley Rother extiende 
nuestra más cordial bienveni-
da al padre Don Wolf, quien se 
convertirá en el rector del san-
tuario, y al padre Rusty Hew-
es y al padre Brannon Lepak, 
quienes actuarán como vicer-
rectores. También nos complace 
dar la bienvenida a los feligre-
ses de la Iglesia Católica Santos 
Ángeles y la Iglesia Católica El 
Sagrado Corazón. Las dos par-
roquias fusionarán cuando se 
abra el santuario este noviem-
bre y las Misas se llevarán a 
cabo allí los fines de semana.

¡Beato Stanley Rother ruega 
por nosotros!

Las actualizaciones 
del Santuario

“El pastor no huye a la primera señal de 
peligro”. Estas palabras del beato Stanley 
Rother nos ofrecen un buen resumen del 
mensaje del Domingo del Buen Pastor que la 
Iglesia observa cada año en el cuarto Domin-
go de Pascua.

A final de cuentas fue Jesús quien dijo, “el 
buen pastor ofrece sus vidas por sus ovejas”. 
El Beato Stanley no huyó, sino que se quedó 
en medio de sus ovejas para dar su vida. 
Que gran ejemplo de valentía para los sacer-
dotes y los fieles en cualquier circunstancia 
a la que estemos 
llamados a vivir 
nuestro discipula-
do el día de hoy. 

En esta edición 
del periódico 
Sooner Catholic, 
se anuncian los 
nombramientos 
de sacerdotes en 
la Arquidiócesis. 
Los cambios en 
las vidas de nues-
tros sacerdotes y 
en las parroquias 
que sirven nos ofrecen la oportunidad de ex-
presar nuestro agradecimiento por su servi-
cio dedicado al ministerio sacerdotal.  

Si su párroco ha sido cambiado a otro lu-
gar, por favor muéstrenle su agradecimiento 
antes de su partida. Yo, por mi parte, estoy 
agradecido con estos hombres que han ser-
vido en una variedad de maneras y lugares a 
lo largo de los años. Estas partidas y llegadas 
normalmente no son fáciles para los sacer-
dotes y sus feligreses. Démosles ánimos y 
ayúdenlos en este proceso de transición con 

su entendimiento y su paciencia. 
Dos de nuestros sacerdotes comenzarán 

una nueva etapa de su sacerdocio en una 
vida de retiro. El retiro en un sacerdote no 
significa que deja de ser sacerdote. El sac-
erdocio no es un trabajo o algo que sim-
plemente hacemos. ¡Es lo que somos! Los 
sacerdotes en retiro siguen ejerciendo su 
sacerdocio de diversas maneras, pero sin las 
cargas y responsabilidades de la adminis-
tración de una parroquia. Estoy agradecido 

por el ser-
vicio pas-
ado y que 
continua 
de estos 
hermanos 
sacerdotes. 

Muchos 
de nuestros 
sacerdotes 
han acepta-
do nuevas 
respons-
abilidades 
como 

párrocos, para liderar y guiar parroquias en 
nuevas circunstancias. Otros están asumien-
do nuevas responsabilidades como vicarios u 
otros ministerios especiales. Por favor sigan 
orando por estos pastores al tiempo que asu-
men nuevos ministerios en lugares nuevos de 
la viña del Señor. ¡Es la Iglesia de Dios! 

Hemos también provisto con nuevos min-
istros para el Santuario del Beato Stanley 
Rother que abrirá el noviembre. Esto ha 
significado la restructuración de dos parro-
quias en Oklahoma City, los Santos Ánge-
les y el Sagrado Corazón. Las cuales pronto 

formarán parte de 
un ministerio más 
grande que in-
cluye el ministerio 
del santuario. 

Le diremos adiós 
a algunos a nues-
tros sacerdotes 
misioneros de 
México y la India, al tiempo que le daremos 
la bienvenida a otros sacerdotes internacio-
nales. Estoy agradecido por el espíritu mis-
ionero de estos sacerdotes internacionales, 
aunque me preocupa que dependamos tanto 
de ellos. 

Algo que seguramente no han escuchado 
al leer la lista de nuevos nombramientos, es 
una ordenación. Este año no celebraremos la 
ordenación de un nuevo sacerdote en el mes 
de junio, como normalmente lo hacíamos. 
Esto me preocupa grandemente como arzo-
bispo. ¡Necesitamos sacerdotes! ¡Sin sacer-
dotes no hay Eucaristía! Sin embargo, los 
sacerdotes no surgen de la nada. Las voca-
ciones son un don de Dios. ¡Oremos por las 
vocaciones y el apoyo a nuestros sacerdotes! 
Necesitamos sacerdotes que surjan de nues-
tras parroquias y nuestras familias. 

En este Domingo del Buen Pastor le pido a 
todos los fieles, especialmente a los padres 
de familia, abuelos, parroquianos, hijos y 
jóvenes en general, que oren por las voca-
ciones. Promuevan las vocaciones. En la 
cultura actual, es muy fácil criticar a nues-
tros líderes. Los sacerdotes no crecen en los 
árboles y no siempre vienen de otros países 
y lugares lejanos. ¡Abrámonos al don de la 
vocación en nuestra propia familia!

“Necesitamos sacerdotes que hayan 
salido de nuestras propias parroquias 
y familias. En este Domingo del Buen 
Pastor le pido a todos los fieles, especial-
mente a los padres de familia, abuelos, 
parroquianos, hijos y jóvenes en general, 
que oren por las vocaciones”. 

“Si el borrador de opinión es un 
precursor de lo que vendrá en el 
caso Dobbs, la reversión de Roe v. 
Wade sería una respuesta emocio-

nante a nuestras oraciones y un 
paso significativo en la construc-
ción de una cultura de vida que 
reconozca la dignidad heredada de 

cada uno. y toda persona huma-
na, en particular los pobres y las 
personas de color que son objeto 
desproporcionado de la industria 

del aborto. Aplau-
do a los líderes de 
Oklahoma por ser 
proactivos con la 
legislación que esen-
cialmente eliminaría 
el aborto en Okla-
homa si se revocara 
el caso Roe. Nuestro 

enfoque debe seguir siendo brin-
dar apoyo y recursos a las familias 
necesitadas y conectarnos con 
las futuras madres que necesitan 
que se les asegure que no están 
solas. Oremos por la conversión 
de los corazones y las mentes para 
acoger a cada niño como un regalo 
de Dios”.

-- Su Excelencia Reverendísimo 
Paul S. Coakley, arzobispo de la 
ciudad de Oklahoma

Declaración del arzobispo Coakley sobre el proyecto de 
opinión mayoritaria del caso Dobbs
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Las Parroquias del Sagrado Corazón y de los Santos Ángeles 
se convertirán en una sola y realizarán su ministerio en las 

instalaciones del Santuario al beato Stanley Rother 

El Arzobispo Paul Coakley anunció el 23 de 
abril que las parroquias católicas del Sagrado 
Corazón y de los Santos Ángeles se convertirán 
en una sola y ofrecerán su ministerio desde 
las instalaciones del nuevo Santuario al bea-
to Stanley Rother. Las primeras misas de la 
parroquia en el Santuario se celebrarán inme-
diatamente después de su apertura, la cual se 
llevará a cabo el 4 de noviembre. 

El Arzobispo Coakley anunció tam-
bién que el P. Don Wolf, primo del 
beato Stanley, será el párroco de la 
Parroquia del Sagrado Corazón, y el 
P. Rusty Hewes y el P. Brannon Lepak 
servirán como vicarios parroquiales. 
El P. Don servirá también como rector 
del Santuario, y los padres Hewes y 
Lepak servirán como vice-rectores. 

“Esta es una respuesta a nuestras 
oraciones”, dijo el P. Hewes, ahora 
párroco de la Parroquia de los San-
tos Ángeles. “Hemos estado orando 
por una nueva parroquia por años y 
no hubiésemos podido construir una 
iglesia tan grande y hermosa nosotros 
mismos. Tendremos la bendición de 
celebrar misa y seguir juntos como 
comunidad”. 

El P. Hewes seguirá celebrando las 
misas en la Parroquia de los Santos 
Ángeles hasta el último fin de sem-
ana de octubre, antes de que se inaugure el 
Santuario. Por su parte, tanto el P. Wolf, como 
el P. Lepak, comenzarán su ministerio en la 
Parroquia del Sagrado Corazón a partir del 1 
de julio. 

“Por años, los feligreses de la Parroquia del 
Sagrado Corazón han celebrado la misa en un 
gimnasio. Merecen tener un espacio bello y 
consagrado para sus celebraciones. La impo-
nente arquitectura colonial de la iglesia del 
Santuario, así como la tumba del beato Stanley 
y su capacidad para 2,000 personas será el 
lugar propicio para continuar la maravillosa 
tradición de esta parroquia”, dijo el P. Wolf. 

Tanto el P. Wolf como el P. Hewes hablan 
español perfectamente, y se unirá a ellos el 
P. Lepak, un equipo de diáconos y personal 
tanto para la parroquia como para el santu-
ario. Mientras se lleva a cabo la construcción 
de un edificio de ministerio en el Santuario, 
la educación religiosa seguirá ofreciéndose en 
la Histórica Parroquia del Sagrado Corazón, 

ubicada en el 2706 S. Shartel Ave. La Escuela 
Católica del Sagrado Corazón, que se encuen-
tra junto a la iglesia, permanecerá ofreciendo 
sus servicios en las mismas instalaciones. 

“Una de las primeras cosas que identifica-
mos cuando comenzamos la planificación de 
la campaña Una Iglesia, Muchos Discípulos, 
fue la necesidad de una iglesia más grande 
para servir la creciente comunidad católica del 
área”, dijo el Arzobispo Coakley. “Los feligreses 
de las parroquias del Sagrado Corazón y de los 
Santos Ángeles se sentirán en casa en el nuevo 
santuario, y sus familias les traerán vida a las 
nuevas paredes, celebrarán bodas y bautismos 

rodeados por su belleza”. 
Leif Arvidson, quien sirve como director 

ejecutivo del Santuario, agregó: “los feligreses 
tendrán el hermoso ministerio de dar la bien-
venida a los peregrinos que vengan a visitar el 
Santuario del beato Stanley Rother desde todos 
los rincones del estado, del país y del mundo. 
¡Tendrán espacio y su propio cerro del Tepey-

ac!”
Las parroquias de los Santos Ángeles 

y del Sagrado Corazón tienen un rol 
único e importante en la historia del 
desarrollo de Oklahoma City. 

La Parroquia de los Santos Ángeles, 
ubicada en 317 N. Blackwelder Ave, 
fue construida en lo que era las afuer-
as de la ciudad de Oklahoma City, y 
tuvo como primer párroco al P. James 
Garvey, quien fue también el prim-
er director de Caridades Católicas en 
Oklahoma City. Se localiza a una milla 
de la Antigua Catedral de San José. 
El pequeño edificio de ladrillo actual 
fue terminado en 1950. La parroquia 
sirve a alrededor de 1,500 familias, la 
mayoría de ellas originarias de Méxi-
co, Guatemala, Nicaragua, Honduras, 
Argentina y Colombia. 

Por su parte, la Parroquia del Sagrado 
Corazón fue construida enfrente de lo 
que era la Mount Saint Mary Academy, 

en la cima de la loma Capitol Hill, al sureste 
del centro de la Ciudad de Oklahoma City. Su 
primera Misa se celebró en abril de 1911. En la 
última década, la parroquia ha crecido signif-
icativamente, ofreciendo nueve misas cada fin 
de semana, la mayoría de ellas celebradas en el 
gimnasio de la escuela. 

El P. Wolf y el P. Hewes se reunirán próxima-
mente con los feligreses de las parroquias del 
Sagrado Corazón y de los Santos Ángeles para 
responder a sus preguntas y darles más det-
alles. 

Hay más información disponible en archokc.
org/shrinesacredheart.

El Santuario y su iglesia con capacidad para 2,000 personas servirán 
a la creciente población de estas parroquias

P: ¿Cuándo comenzará el minis-
terio pastoral del P. Don Wolf, el 
P. Rusty Hewes y el P. Brannon 
Lepak en la Parroquia del Sagra-
do Corazón? 
R: El P. Wolf y el P. Lepak comen-
zarán su ministerio pastoral el 1 
de Julio. El P. Hewes comenzará 
en Noviembre. 

P: ¿Son el P. Wolf y el P. Rusty 
bilingües? 
R: Sí,  los dos hablan perfecta-
mente inglés y español. 

P: ¿Cuándo comenzarán las mi-
sas de la Parroquia del Sagrado 
Corazón en el Santuario? 
R: Las misas dominicales comen-
zarán el sábado 5 y el domingo 6 
de Noviembre en el Santuario. Los 

horarios de las misas se anun-
ciarán más adelante. Las misas 
diarias continurán ofreciendose en 
la Histórica Parroquia del Sagrado 
Corazón. 

P: ¿Se ofrecerán las clases de 
educación religiosa en el Santu-
ario también? 
R: Las clases de educación religio-
sa permanecerán en la Histórica 
Parroquia del Sagrado Corazón. 
Eventualmente las clases se 
llevarán a cabo en el edificio de 
ministerio que se construirá en el 
Santuario. 

P: ¿Cuándo se dejarían de cele-
brar misas en la Parroquia de los 
Santos Ángeles? 
R: La útima misa en la Parroquia 

de los Santos Ángeles se celebrará 
el último fin de semana de Oc-
tubre. 

P: ¿Dónde se celebrarán las bo-
das, bautismos, confirmaciones 
y otros sacramentos? 
R: Los sacramentos y eventos 
parroquiales se seguirán llevan-
do a cabo en las instalaciones del 
Sagrado Corazón. 

P: ¿Habrá personal del Sagrado 
Corazón en las instalaciones del 
Santuario?
R: Sí, habrá personal del Sagra-
do Corazón, así como personal 
del Santuario. Los miembros del 
personal de las Parroquias del 
Sagrado Corazón y de los Santos 
Ángeles, tendrán la oportunidad 

de aplicar para los nuevas posi-
ciones de la Parroquia del Sagrado 
Corazón en el Santuario. 

P: ¿Será el gimnasio usado ex-
clusivamente por la escuela del 
Sagrado Corazón? 
R: Sí.

P: ¿Habrá misas en inglés y es-
pañol en la Parroquia del Sagra-
do Corazón en el Santuario? 
R: Sí. 

P: ¿Dónde puedo encontrar más 
información sobre estos cambi-
os? 
R: Para encontrar más información 
puede ver los anuncios y un video 
en archokc.org/shrinesacredheart.

Preguntas Frecuentes
Para obtener más información, visite archokc.org/shrinesacredheart

Feligreses de la Iglesia Católica del Sagrado Corazón en la ciudad 
de Oklahoma. Foto Avery Holt/Sooner Catholic.



Please contact organizers before 
attending. Find more briefs at  
archokc.org/briefs. 

Three public events during 
shrine dedication week

Three events during the week 
leading up to the dedication of the 
Blessed Stanley Rother Shrine will 
be open to the public. The first 
is an all-night vigil with Blessed 
Stanley’s casket from 5 p.m. Sun-
day, Oct. 30, to 5 a.m. Monday, 
Oct. 31, at The Cathedral of Our 
Lady of Perpetual Help. The sec-
ond is the dedication of the shrine 
at 11 a.m. Friday, Nov. 4, and the 
third is the procession and bless-
ing of Tepeyac Hill on Saturday, 
Nov. 5, on the shrine campus. 
Stay updated at archokc.org/
shrinededication. 

Eucharistic Revival
The Eucharistic Revival launches 

in the Archdiocese of Oklahoma 
City with a two-mile Eucharis-
tic procession at 7 p.m. June 19 
from Bishop McGuinness Catho-
lic High School to The Cathedral 
of Our Lady of Perpetual Help on 
the Feast of Corpus Christi. Gates 
open at 4 p.m. with activities; ex-
position of the Blessed Sacrament 
is at 6:45 p.m. and the benediction 
at the cathedral begins at 8:15 
p.m. Learn more at archokc.org/
revival. 

Oklahoma Catholic Native 
Schools Project

The Archdiocese of Oklahoma 
City, the Diocese of Tulsa and St. 
Gregory’s Abbey have launched the 
Oklahoma Catholic Native Schools 
Project to better understand the 
history, educational value and 
experiences of native students 
in Oklahoma Catholic boarding 
schools from 1880 to 1965. To con-
tribute documents, photographs 
or an oral history to the project, 
e-mail info@oknativeschoolsproject.
org. Learn more at archokc.org/ 
oknativeschoolsproject.

Listening Sessions
Dcn. Roy Callison and Susan 

Callison with the American Indi-
an Catholic Outreach office are 
conducting Listening Sessions 
throughout the Archdiocese of 
Oklahoma City and the Diocese of 
Tulsa to provide a forum for people 
to discuss their experiences in 
former Catholic Indian boarding 
schools in Oklahoma. Find the 
schedule at archokc.org/aico. For 
more information, contact Dcn. 
Callison at rcallison@archokc.
org or go online to archokc.org/ 
oknativeschoolsproject.

Mount prayer chain
Fr. Alex Kroll, chaplain of Mount 

St. Mary Catholic High School, 
invites the community to engage in 
a prayer chain for Mount students. 
Register at mountstmary.org for 
30-minute time slots. The prayer 
chain will end on May 26. 

Luncheons4Life
The next Luncheons4Life is at 

11:30 a.m. May 12 at Lilyfield, 
1320 SW 38, in Oklahoma City. 
The featured speaker is Brise-
ida Sarabia, program manager 
for Family Education and Inter-
vention. RSVP to jvandervort@ 
archokc.org. 

Easter celebration
St. Paul the Apostle Catholic 

Church is celebrating Easter Sea-
son with a family day of festivities 
8:30 a.m. – 2 p.m. May 14 at 3901 
S. Sunnylane Rd. in Del City. The 
day will include crafts, drama, 
music, lunch and an Easter egg 
hunt. RSVP by May 4 to   
religousedstpaul@outlook.com.  

Memorial Day celebration 
The annual celebration of the St. 

Patrick Catholic/Lockridge Ceme-
tery and potluck is 10 a.m. May 30 
at Sorghum Mill Road and County 
Line (4.5 miles West of 74). Bring 
a chair.

Rachel’s Vineyard
A Rachel’s Vineyard retreat 

weekend for people seeking heal-
ing after abortion is June 3-5, in 
Oklahoma City.  Pre-registration 
is required. Call (405) 709-2714 
or e-mail rachelsvineyardokc@
gmail.com and begin the process 
to reconcile the pain and hurt in 
a confidential, non-judgmental 
environment.

Gift of Love Gala
The Center of Family Love and 

Oklahoma Knights of Columbus 
will host the annual Gift of Love 
Gala on June 4 at the National 
Cowboy and Western Heritage 
Museum in Oklahoma City. Visit 
cflinc.org/gala or call (405) 263-
4658, Ext. 1009.

Garage sale
St. Paul the Apostle Catholic 

Church, 3901 S. Sunnylane Rd., 
in Del City will be having a garage 
sale 8 a.m. – 6 p.m. June 9 and 
8 a.m. – 2 p.m. June 10. Contact 
Linda Odland at (405) 760-7613 
or call church office at (405) 677-
4873.

Day of Reflection 
Day of Reflection, “Blessed are 

the Meek and Courageous Chris-
tian,” presented by Br. Peter 
Shults, O.S.B., is 8:30 a.m. - 3 
p.m. June 25 at St. Gregory’s 
Abbey, 1900 W. MacArthur St., 
Shawnee. Limited seating. Masks 
are recommended, but not re-
quired. Attendees must pre-reg-
ister by e-mailing retreats@
monksok.org or call (405) 878-
5656. Cost $30 pre-paid or $35 at 
the door. Lunch included.

St. Anthony Catholic School 
reunion

St. Anthony Catholic School 
Alumni Association is planning an 
all-school reunion for anyone who 
attended St. Anthony School from 

1917 to 1970. The reunion will be 
held at 1 p.m. July 16 at the St. 
Anthony Activity Center (former 
St. Anthony School/gym). Dinner 
reservations, $20 pp. Deadline 
June 15. Contact Larry Biddle at 
certplus@hotmail.com, (918) 756-
1792. 

Rother documentary
Watch the official documentary 

on Oklahoma’s Bl. Stanley Rother 
at stanleyrother.org. Copies also 
are available at the Rother Store 
online at rotherstore.com. Plus, 
watch the live Shrine webcam at 
archokc.org/shrinewebcam.
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Briefs

What do you do with the grief 
and pain when loved ones are 
senselessly murdered as in the 
1995 Oklahoma City bombing 
of the Alfred P. Murrah Federal 
Building? 

“Kresta in the Afternoon” host 
Al Kresta took note of both the 
Columbine school massacre 
and the Oklahoma City bomb-
ing anniversaries during an 
April program. His perspective 
was decidedly Catholic. 

He acknowledged the trage-
dies, but he positioned these 
events in a contrast to the 
reality of “living Catholic” (my 
words) where we are celebrating 
the season of Jesus’ resurrec-
tion – and the April birthday of 
Mother Angelica.

This was not a program of 
sad and bitter family members 
expressing frustration at the 
slow-burning wheels of jus-
tice and where the demand for 
“closure” was tossed around. 
Instead, Al marked the anni-
versaries with a rebroadcast of 
his 2020 interview with author/
activist Jeanne Bishop. 

Bishop wrote “Grace from 
Rubble: Two Fathers’ Road to 
Reconciliation after the Okla-
homa City Bombing.” The book 
chronicles the characters of two 
men, intimately and profound-
ly affected by the attack, Bill 
McVeigh and Bud Welch, and 
their path of healing and rec-
onciliation. Bill McVeigh’s son 
Tim was the perpetrator of the 
bombing that killed 168 peo-
ple. Bud Welch lost his daugh-
ter Julie in the bombing. She 
worked as a translator in the 
social security office housed in 
the federal building.

There were many personal 
connections that those of us 
from Oklahoma would find 
compelling and relatable in 
her book, but I was intrigued 
by Bishop’s own story, so I did 
some additional research on 
Jeanne Bishop. Her pregnant 
sister and her sister’s husband 

were brutally murdered in their 
home by an intruder in 1990. 
Bishop forgave her sister’s 
killer, but never communicated 
that to him. 

“He hadn’t asked for forgive-
ness. I felt like he didn’t deserve 
it. So, my forgiveness was for 
God, for Nancy, for me.” 

Eventually, Bishop came to 
the realization of Christ’s love 
for all of us. 

“It truly was realizing that as 
Jesus hung on the cross, he 
was praying for the people who 
were in the process of killing 
him, who had not apologized, 
who weren’t sorry.” 

Bishop was moved to contact 
her sister’s killer. She coura-
geously requested a meeting. 
The man responded, writing a 
15-page, double-sided letter of 
confession and heartbreaking 
regret for his crime. It dawned 
on Bishop that God was the 
Father of us all. She understood 
that she could not put up a wall 
and judge a person as having 
no redeemable value based 
upon one act. She could not 
play God. 

There were many connections 
to the Catholic community 
mentioned by Bishop that made 
her interview very appealing. 
It was poignant to revisit this 
Oklahoma event since it was 
framed in hope. I was especial-
ly touched to learn that Julie 
Welch had attended Mass daily 
in my parish, Saint Charles 
Borromeo. Bud Welch and Bill 
McVeigh were both Catholic. 
Their lives were defined by 
loving their children and that 
opened the door that made their 
empathy and forgiveness pos-
sible. 

Bishop and Kresta delivered 
grace in that interview, demon-
strating the extravagance of 
God’s mercy, excluded from no 
one. Extending that mercy does 
not remove the pain or grief, 
but it lifts the barrier that keeps 
us from seeking relief.”

P.S. I listened to this program 
with my husband Steve. He is 
the one who suggested I write 
about it since we both were so 
moved by it.

Are you listening?
By Sally Crowe Nash
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May 

8     Fourth Sunday of Easter.

8     Mother’s Day.

8     Pray the Rosary for Life, 6:30 
       p.m., at Our Lady of Lebanon 
       Catholic Church, 500 
       Alameda St., Norman. 
       Contact Connie Lang, (405) 
       249-1041, potato.lang@gmail.
       com.

10   Feast of St. Damien de 
       Veuster.

11   Catholic War Veterans USA 
       the Oklahoma Memorial Post 
       No. 168 meeting, 7 p.m., 
       Sunnylane Family Reception 
       Center, 3900 S.E. 29, Del 
       City. Contact (405) 760-3886, 
       OklaPost168@cox.net. Masks, 
       social distancing required.

12   Feast of St. Pancras.

12   Feast of Sts. Nereus and 
       Achilleus.

12   Luncheons4Life, 11:30 a.m., 
       Lilyfield, 1320 S.W. 38, 
       Oklahoma City. RSVP to 
       jvandervort@archokc.org.

13   Feast of Our Lady of Fatima.

14   Feast of St. Matthias.

14   Easter celebration, St. Paul  
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        the Apostle Catholic Church,  
        3901 S. Sunnylane Rd., Del 
        City, 8:30 a.m. – 2 p.m.   

15    Fifth Sunday of Easter.

15    Pray the Rosary for Life, 6:30 
        p.m., at Our Lady of Lebanon 
        Catholic Church, 500 
        Alameda St., Norman. 
        Contact Connie Lang, (405) 
        249-1041, potato.lang@gmail.
        com.

17    Monthly Novena to the Infant 
        Jesus. Nine days of nove-
        nas to the Infant Jesus of 
        Prague. During the nine days, 
        the novena prayers will be: 
        Monday-Friday following 
        Noon Mass, Saturday 
        after 5 p.m. Mass, and 
        Sunday after 11 a.m. Mass.

17    Serra Club of Oklahoma 
        City meeting, 10:30 a.m., 
        Catholic Pastoral Center, 
        7501 Northwest Expressway, 
        OKC. Visit serraokc.org.

17    Suicide grief support group, 
        6 p.m. - 7 p.m., St. Francis, 
        1901 N.W. 18, OKC.

18   Feast of St. John I.

20    Feast of St. Bernardine of 
        Siena.

21   Feast of St. Christopher 
        Magallanes and Companions.

21   Lay Missionaries of Charity 
       provides an explanation 
       through prayer and the 
       charism of St. Teresa of 
       Calcutta. Meeting on the first 
       Saturday of the month at St. 
       Ann for Holy Mass at 9:30, 
       adoration and the Rosary. On 
       the third Saturday of the 
       month the meeting is at Holy 
       Innocents’ conference room. 
       Contact Toni Harrelson at 
       (405) 341-2199.
 
21   The Oklahoma City Commu-
       nity of Secular Carmelites 
       meets monthly at Little Flow

       er, OKC. Anyone interested in  
       deepening prayer life with 
       community support, call 
       Vicky Caudell, (405) 637-
       4611 or William Ginn, (405) 
       737-2024.

21   The Secular Franciscan 
       Order, St. Francis of Assisi 
       Fraternity of Central Oklaho-
       ma meets at 2 p.m. on the 
       third Saturday of the month 
       at St. Eugene Catholic 
       Church in Ross Hall. Contact 
       Bill Full, OFS minister, at 
       billfull@cox.net.
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                          9TH ANNUAL9TH ANNUAL

    Gift of Love 
      GALAGALA

SATURDAY, JUNE 4, 2022
NATIONAL COWBOY &  

WESTERN HERITAGE MUSEUM

Secure your seats... while they last! 
PURCHASE SEATS AT: WWW.CFLINC.ORG/GALA

OR CALL 405-263-4658 x 1009 

HONOREES
The Samuel Roberts Noble Foundation

CAROL & BILL BROWN OUTSTANDING 
COMMUNITY AMBASSADOR AWARD

David Egan
Director of Operations, Cattlemen’s Steakhouse

HAROLD J. WITTROCK HUMANITARIAN AWARD

Benefiting the Residents at the Center of Family Love

continued from page 1

at the start of planning for the One Church, 
Many Disciples capital campaign was the need 
for a larger church to accommodate our grow-
ing Catholic communities,” Archbishop Coak-
ley said. “Parishioners from Holy Angels and 
Sacred Heart will make the shrine their home, 
and their families will be the first to breathe life 
into its walls, celebrating weddings and bap-
tisms surrounded by its beauty.”  

Leif Arvidson, executive director of the 
shrine, added, “What a beautiful ministry pa-
rishioners will have in welcoming pilgrims from 
around the state, the country and the world to 

the Blessed Stanley Rother Shrine with its spa-
cious grounds and its own Tepeyac Hill!”

Holy Angels Catholic Church and Sacred 
Heart Catholic Church have unique and im-
portant histories in the development of Oklaho-
ma City.

Holy Angels at 317 N. Blackwelder Ave. 
was built on what was then the outskirts of 
Oklahoma City in 1926 to provide a place for 
Father James Garvey, first head of Catholic 
Charities in Oklahoma City, to serve as pas-
tor. It is about a mile west of Saint Joseph Old 
Cathedral. The current small brick structure 
was completed in 1950. The parish is home to 
1,500 families, most of whom are from Mexico, 
Guatemala, Nicaragua, Honduras, Argentina 

and Columbia.
Sacred Heart was built across the street 

from what was then Mount Saint Mary Acad-
emy atop Capitol Hill southwest of downtown 
Oklahoma City. Its first Mass was celebrated 
in April 1911. Over the past decade, the parish 
has grown substantially, requiring nine Masses 
each weekend, most of which are being cele-
brated in the school gymnasium. 

Father Wolf and Father Hewes will meet soon 
with Sacred Heart and Holy Angels parishio-
ners to answer questions and provide more 
details.

More information is available at archokc.org/
shrinesacredheart.

Shrine, Sacred Heart, Holy Angels frequently asked questions 
For more information, go online to archokc.org/shrinesacredheart

Q: When will Fr. Don Wolf, Fr. 
Rusty Hewes and Fr. Brannon 
Lepak start at Sacred Heart?
A: Fr. Wolf and Fr. Lepak will 
begin their pastoral assignment 
July 1. Fr. Hewes will begin his
assignment in November.

Q: Are Fr. Wolf and Fr. Rusty 
bilingual?
A: Yes, they are both fluent in 
English and Spanish.

Q: When will Sacred Heart 
Masses begin at the shrine?
A: Sunday Masses begin Satur-
day, Nov. 5, and Sunday, Nov. 6. 

Mass times will be announced
at a later date. Daily Masses will 
be held at the shrine and at His-
toric Sacred Heart.

Q: Will RE (Religious Education) 
classes move to the shrine?
A: Religious Education classes 
will remain at Historic Sacred 
Heart. Eventually, classes will be
held in a new ministry building 
on the shrine campus.

Q: When will the last Masses be 
held at Holy Angels?
A: Masses will be held at Holy An-
gels through October.

Q: Where will weddings, 
baptisms, confirmations and 
other sacraments be held?
A: Sacraments and parish events 
can be held at either Sacred 
Heart location.

Q: Will there be a parish staff 
at Sacred Heart on the shrine 
campus?
A: Yes, there will be a staff at 
Sacred Heart and a staff for the 
shrine. Staff members at Sacred
Heart and Holy Angels will be 
given the opportunity to apply for 
all open staff positions for
Sacred Heart at the shrine.

Q: Will the gymnasium at
Sacred Heart be returned to
full use by Sacred Heart 
Catholic School?
A: Yes.

Q: Will there be Masses in 
English and Spanish at Sacred 
Heart at the shrine?
A: Yes.

Q: Where can people find more 
information?
A: More information, bulletin 
announcements and a video can 
be found at archokc.org/
shrinesacredheart.


