
As the Blessed Stanley Roth-
er Shrine nears completion, an 
excited buzz is palpable in south 
Oklahoma City. Since the ground-
breaking ceremony on Nov. 3, 
2019, the gradual progression of 
construction of the shrine has 

been witnessed by thousands of 
passing motorists each day. 

While the details of the dedica-
tion are being tended to, people of 
all faiths are waiting with bated 
breath for the opening. In particu-
lar, the family of Blessed Stanley is 
eagerly anticipating the dedication. 

Overcoming a faulty 
microphone and no air 
conditioning before his 
ordination seemed fit-

ting for Father Robert Miller, who 
has persevered through “twists 
and turns” for more than 17 years 
to get to this point in his journey 
to the priesthood.

“It has been a long time, but I’m 
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Go Make Disciples

“It’s the 
happiest 

moment in 
my life”

By Diane Clay 
The Sooner Catholic

By Sally Linhart 
The Sooner Catholic

Dcn. Robert Miller 
ordained a priest

Archbishop Coakley celebrated Mass for the Priesthood Ordination of Fr. Robert James Miller Aug. 6 at The Cathedral of 
Our Lady of Perpetual Help in Oklahoma City. Photos Chris Porter/Sooner Catholic. 

Rother family reflects on 
Bl. Stanley Rother Shrine 

continued on page 10

Sue Rother Bond, 
her husband Jim 
and their five kids, 
Kate, Ava, Cade, 
Collin and J. Michael 
donated trees to the 
Bl. Stanley Rother 
Shrine. Photos 
provided.

continued on page 20
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By Sooner Catholic Staff

Additional coverage of 
Church and archdiocesan 
news and events, only on 
soonercatholic.org.

a To send photos, event 
information or story ideas, 
e-mail communications@
archokc.org.

a May we understand 
more deeply the difficul-
ties of mothers in need and 
respond with increased care 
and support. We pray to the 
Lord. Lord, hear our prayer.

a The Archdiocese of 
Oklahoma City, the Diocese 
of Tulsa and St. Gregory’s 
Abbey have launched the 
Oklahoma Catholic Native 
Schools Project to better 
understand the history and 
experiences of native stu-
dents in Oklahoma Catholic 
boarding schools from 1880 
to 1965. To contribute doc-
uments, photographs or 
an oral history to the proj-
ect, e-mail info@
oknativeschoolsproject.org. 
Learn more at archokc.org/  
oknativeschoolsproject.

a Find items such as ro-
saries, prayer cards, books 
and Guatemalan crafts at 
the Rother Store online at 
rotherstore.com.

Find more 
news on the 

website

Archbishop Coakley’s Calendar
The following events are part of Archbishop Coakley’s official calendar.

Put Out Into the Deep
Luke 5:4

This column was originally published in 2016. As 
this edition of the Sooner Catholic is published on 
August 21, I will once again be on pilgrimage on the 
Camino de Santiago with Bishop Wall and Bishop 
Conley. We are walking the French way from Burgos 
(Spain) to O Cebreiro. Please pray for us as we will 
be praying for you.

On Aug. 10, I set out from Oviedo in Spain with 
my friend and fellow pilgrim, Bishop James Wall, to 
walk the ancient Camino Primitivo. Over the next 
14 days, we would cover 212 miles as we made our 
way toward Compostela. The Camino Primitivo is 
the oldest of the network of pilgrim ways that make 
up the Camino de Santiago (Way of Saint James), 
which for the past 1,100 years has carried pilgrims 
to the tomb of Saint James the Greater in the ca-
thedral of the city that bears his name, Santiago de 
Compostela.

In fulfilling his apostolic mandate to announce 
the Gospel to all nations, Saint James had traveled 
to the end of the known world, all the way to Gali-
cia on the Iberian 
Peninsula in what 
is now Spain. He 
returned to Jerusa-
lem only to become 
the first of the 12 
apostles to be mar-
tyred for the Gospel 
of Jesus Christ. 
Later, his mortal 
remains were car-
ried back to Galicia 
where they were 
buried, forgotten 
and subsequent-
ly rediscovered. 
During the Middle 
Ages, the pilgrim 
journey to Compos-
tela to venerate the 
relics of this son 
of Zebedee became 
one of the defining 
elements of the 
notion of Christian 
Europe and the Eu-
ropean conscious-
ness. It was this experience of pilgrimage, then and 
now, that gave a unique and concrete expression to 
the unity of peoples from different nations, back-
grounds and languages joined through a common 
expression of faith.

As we set out on our pilgrimage and began to 
experience the breathtaking beauty of the Asturian 
and Galician landscapes with their towering moun-
tains and deep green valleys, I was struck with a 
sense of gratitude for the opportunity to walk this 
ancient way. It is one of the least-traveled of the 
various Camino routes that lead to Santiago.

Consequently, it afforded plenty of time for sol-
itude, prayer and just enjoying the people we met 
and places that we passed through each day. A 
day or two into the camino, I breathed a prayer of 
praise and gratitude to the Lord. It went something 
like this: “I am so blessed! All I have to do today is 
walk!”

I was thinking that 
this was such a welcome 
relief from the ordinary 
pressures and challenges 
of my daily life with its 
administrative, pastoral 
and personal challeng-
es and concerns. But, a 
few more days into the 
camino experience, as the 
miles added up and my knees and feet began to feel 
the effects of just walking, my reflection and prayer 
began to become more of a complaint! “All

I have to do today is WALK!” The camino is a 
good teacher. It was indeed teaching me important 
lessons. The camino is not only about getting to 
our destination. The camino is the destination. The 
grace is in the journey. The camino is life.

One of those important lessons is the impor-
tance of learning to live in the grace of the present 
moment rather than living in the past or worrying 
about the future. It’s simple, but not easy.

I was surprised 
again and again 
by the way the 
Lord’s loving 
providence mani-
fested itself along 
the way. This 
usually occurred 
in seemingly 
chance encoun-
ters and conver-
sations with

strangers and 
fellow pilgrims.

On one occa-
sion it was an old 
woman who came 
to our assistance 
when we had 
lost our way. It 
was the end of a 
long day’s walk 
and we needed 
a place to sleep. 
She could read 
the expressions 
of physical wea-

riness and disappointment in our faces and our 
weary bodies, and took it upon herself to pack us 
into her little car and guide us back to a town where 
we could rest for the

evening and start again fresh the next morning. 
Time and again it was as if we were being guided 
and accompanied by a loving Presence.

Indeed we were. The camino is Jesus, who says “I 
am the way, the truth and the life.” The camino is 
about learning to walk in his way: the way of disci-
pleship, the way of conversion, the way of commu-
nion.

It is the way that leads to holiness. Over the 
centuries there have been many saints who have 
walked the Way of Saint James. Among these some 
of the better known are Saint Francis of Assisi and 
Saint Bridget of Sweden. But, the camino is not 

Archbishop Paul S. Coakley

Life as camino

My Queen, my Mother, 
I give thee all myself and, to 
show my devotion to thee, 

I consecrate to thee my 
eyes, my ears, my mouth, my 

heart and my entire self. 
Wherefore, O loving Mother, 

as I am thine own, keep me, 
defend me, as thy property 

and possession. 
Amen.

@archokc

Archdiocese of 
Oklahoma City

Arquidiócesis de 
Oklahoma City

Archbishop Coakley is on a pilgrimage to Santiago de Compostelo.

continued on page 3

A photo from Archbishop Coakley’s 2016 Camino Primitivo pilgrimage.
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Together in Holiness 

The Bl. Stanley Rother Shrine held a 
“Worker Appreciation Day” with an ice cream 
social at the construction site of the shrine 
on Thursday, Aug. 11.

Archbishop Coakley welcomed the Boldt 
team, its subcontractors and the building 
committee to the event. 

“We have been watching the building of 
this church for two years and we are excited 
to see the progress. Thank you all for your 
talent, skill and dedication to this project. 
You are working hard on a shrine church, 
museum and pilgrim center that will help us 
tell the story of Bl. Stanley Rother, a priest 
who died for his faith. We are praying for 
your continued good work and safety to stay 
on schedule and complete the project for all 
the world to see,” Archbishop Coakley said. 

Father Don Wolf, rector of the Bl. Stanley 
Rother Shrine, also thanked the workers for 
their hard work and dedication.

Rother shrine update

“The Catholic Church rec-
ognizes the incalculable harm 
done to victims of crime and 
their families, and the need for 
justice and healing. However, 
the death penalty is an immoral 
and archaic method of address-
ing serious crimes. Executions 
perpetuate cycles of violence 
and provide no opportunity of 
healing for victims’ families. We 
are reminded that our Lord de-
clared as blessed those who are 
merciful, ‘for they shall receive 
mercy.’ I call on Gov. Stitt to 
affirm the recommendation of 
the Pardon and Parole Board for 
clemency for James Codding-
ton.”

Archbishop 
Coakley’s 

statement on the 
PPB clemency 

recommendation 
for James 

Coddington

primarily for saints. It is especially for sinners. 
Often pilgrims would undertake the Camino 

of Saint James as a way of doing penance for 
their sins. A confessor might send a penitent 
on pilgrimage as the penance for the sins he 
or she confessed and for which he or she had 
received absolution in the Sacrament of Rec-
onciliation. I began to find it easy to embrace 
the penitential aspect of the camino accept-
ing the little pains and difficulties of the daily 
walk as an expression of penance for my own 
past sins and indeed for the evils and injus-
tice of our world today. It was an experience 
of solidarity with the sufferings and struggles 
of our brothers and sisters.

The camino is for saints and for sinners. 
Today, it seems that relatively few of the 

people walking the Camino de Santiago are 
walking it for explicitly religious motives.

We met many who acknowledged that they 
are “spiritual, but not religious.” These are 
the seekers.

Like many of us, they may not know clearly 
what they are seeking.

Nonetheless, they are being drawn by grace, 
by a restlessness in their hearts that will only 
be satisfied when their hearts find rest in the 
heart of Jesus.

One of the joys of my camino was the recog-
nition of grace at work in my own life and in 
the lives of fellow pilgrims. 

Even when we might seem lost, God does 
not lose sight of us.

Walking the Camino de Santiago is like be-
ing plunged into the flowing waters of a great 
river. It is the river of our common humanity 
created by Love and created for love.

We arrived in Santiago and celebrated the 
completion of our pilgrimage with Mass in the 
Cathedral and at the tomb of Saint James.

It is truly a deeply moving experience to 
gather in prayer with these fellow pilgrims 
from around the world and to see our prayers 
rising to heaven like incense as the smoke 
pours from the great Botafumeiro, the huge 
silver thurible that hangs from the ceiling of 
the cathedral and swings like a pendulum 
across the sanctuary of this great church.

The most familiar greeting exchanged by 
pilgrims when they meet one another is 
“Buen camino.” But, another is perhaps more 
poignant: “Ultreya!” “Onward!”

The camino doesn’t end when the pilgrim 
reaches Santiago. Hopefully, the experience 
of the pilgrimage has prepared the pilgrim to 
continue to live life in the spirit of the cami-
no, the way of Jesus Christ. Ultreya!

continued from page 2

Day of Reflection, “The Gift of Stability in a Chaotic 
World,” presented by Abbot Lawrence Stasyzen, O.S.B., 
is 8:30 a.m. - 3 p.m. Oct. 22 at St. Gregory’s Abbey, 1900 
W. MacArthur St., Shawnee. Limited seating. Attendees 
must pre-register by e-mailing retreats@monksok.org 
or call (405) 878-5656. Cost $30 pre-paid or $35 at the 
door. Lunch included.

A Together in Holiness conference for married couples and engaged couples is 8 a.m. – 3 p.m. Oct. 29 
at Christ the King Catholic Church, 8005 Dorset Dr. in Oklahoma City. Archbishop Coakley will celebrate 
Mass at 8 a.m. Early bird pricing: $54 couple or $35 individual ends Sept. 5. Regular pricing: $64 couple 
or $40 individual. On-site childcare is $5 per child (2-12 years old). Register at togetherinholiness.org.
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From the Archives …

ARCHDIOCESE OF OKLAHOMA CITY ARCHIVES

The town of Midwest City 
was incorporated in 
1943 and named for the 

Air Depot that was to become 
Tinker Air Force Base. Priests 
from Sacred Heart Catholic 
Church helped meet the sacra-
mental needs of those stationed 
at the base.

Seeing the need of a new par-
ish due to the constant influx, 
and departures, of military 
personnel, Bishop Eugene Mc-
Guinness erected Saint Phil-
ip Neri Church on March 28, 
1946. Meeting in a junior high 
school, the congregation began 
to increase and the first pastor, 
Father John T. Murray, began 
to seek property on which to 
build a church. Securing a plot 
of land on Felix Place, a rock 
structure was constructed with 
the help of the Catholic Church 
Extension Society, an organi-
zation founded by Oklahoma’s 
second bishop, Francis Clement 
Kelley. Bishop McGuinness had 
also served with Extension, so 
his intervention was no doubt 
advantageous in procuring 
the funds. It was completed in 
August of 1947. The parish is 
marking the 75th anniversary 
of the first church this year.

Having quickly outgrown 
the building, a larger build-
ing was purchased from Max 
Westheimer Field, Naval Air 
Station in Norman that had 

served as a chapel. 
Meticulously moving 
it in three parts, it 
soon became the new 

home of Saint 
Philip Neri. The 
old church be-
came the rectory 
since the pastor 
had been living 
at Sacred Heart.

The post 
war boom was 
readily appar-
ent as Tinker 
Air Force Base 
became a major 
employer in the 
region, as well 
as an expan-
sion that saw 
Catholics from 
coast to coast 
being stationed 
there. Due to 
the economic 
growth and the 
baby boom, a 
school became a 
necessity. It was 
built in 1954, 
with further 
expansions in 1957 and 1963. 
At its apex, 575 students called 
Saint Philip home. Until 1988, 
the Felician Sisters were the 
educators of the children, and 
like most religious orders, were 
forced to relinquish their pres-
ence due to dwindling vocations 

With a rising population, the 
auditorium/activity center func-
tioned as the worship space. 
While acceptable, it was hardly 
ideal. As the 1980s dawned, the 
character of the parish became 
less transitory and more stable. 
Consequently, building a new 

church became viable and less 
daunting. On Nov. 13, 1992, the 
current structure was dedicat-
ed and continues to serve the 
community.

Throughout its history, Saint 
Philip Neri has risen to the oc-
casion; meeting in a junior high, 
the first church, a “second-
hand chapel,” from temporary 
worship spaces to the current 
permanent structure that hous-
es 850 families. And in spite of 
wars and constant transition, 
the faithful of this parish have 
served their country and church 
well.

A photo series from George Rigazzi, archdiocesan archivist

Second church, former Navy chapel 

• Sept. 6 and 7:  Jaimie Biller, singer, song 
writer: “The Shepherd Cannot Run”

• Sept. 13 and 14: Fr. William Novak, vicar  
general, Archdiocese of Oklahoma City, pastor 
of St. Francis of Assisi Catholic Church,  
Oklahoma City.

• Sept. 20 and 21: Jennifer Sharpe, author 
and member of St. John the Baptist Catholic 
Church, Edmond.

• Sept. 27 and 28: Austin Harper, seminarian 
from Bl. Sacrament Catholic Church, Lawton.

“Make Straight the Way” broadcasts on Oklahoma 
Catholic Radio Tuesdays at 3:30 p.m. and 7:30 
p.m., and Wednesdays at 3:30 p.m. Find a local 
station, or listen online at okcr.org.

OKLAHOMA CITY & TULSAOKLAHOMA CITY & TULSA
Oklahoma City - 97.3 FM

Tulsa - 94.9 FM

AROUND THE STATEAROUND THE STATE
Broken Arrow - 102.9 FM

Clinton - 98.3 FM
Edmond - 100.9 FM
Elk City - 100.7 FM
Lawton - 88.3 FM

Ringwood - 104.9 FM
Enid - 104.9 FM

Shawnee - 107.1 FM
Woodward - 93.3 FM

SPANISH STATIONSSPANISH STATIONS
East OKC - 97.7 FM
West OKC - 99.3 FM

LISTEN ONLINE
okcr.org/listen

“Make Straight the Way” 
hosted by Dcn. Larry Sousa   

Ask someone who is recently retired 
about some of the issues, con-
cerns and obstacles to retirement 
and they will mention things like 
cooking for just one or two peo-

ple, cleaning, real estate taxes, home repairs, 
transportation to and from Mass, lack of social 
activities, car repairs, other transportation is-
sues and overall physical, mental and medical 
wellness. 

For seniors in the Archdiocese of Oklahoma 
City looking for an assisted living option with a 
strong Catholic identity there is Saint

“We are a faith-based organization that 
demonstrates, love, nurturing and respect for 
all residents, employees and visitors,” Joyce 
Clark, Saint Ann Retirement Center executive 
director, said. “We have a friendly culture that 
is easily seen and felt. It is a social community 
where residents gather frequently just to talk, 
drink cappuccino, play cards or dominoes and 
people watch.”

There are no buy-in fees, just a monthly 
agreement. Mass is celebrated every day with 
a full-time chaplain, but people of all faiths 
are welcome at Saint Ann. For the non-Catho-
lics, there is a non-denominational service on 
Sunday. Activity calendars are packed with a 
wide variety of entertainers, outings, exercise, 
crafts, speakers, singing and many things to do 
or learn. 

“I would have moved here long ago if I had 
known how much happier it made me,” Trish, 
a resident at Saint Ann, said. “Even my health 
and stamina have improved. I exercise and eat 
delicious food. There are a ton of things to do 
and we have the best entertainers. I have made 
new friends and I love all the staff.”  

Clark spoke with pride of her loyal staff who 
enjoy going to work and to the quality of meals 
residents receive. She said, “Our three cooks 
have a combined 33 years of seniority working 
at Saint Ann Retirement Center and do an out-
standing job preparing great tasting meals. We 
are blessed to have a stable team with infre-
quent turnover. Our generous benefit package 
and work environment are exceptional so we 
are fortunate to 
attract and re-
tain high quality 
people. Twen-
ty-nine percent 
of our employees 
have worked 
here for 10 years 
or more. The 
average seniority 
of a dining ser-
vice employee is 
eight years.”

Additional lev-
els of care were 
recently added 
to Saint Ann 
assisted living. 
Having both 
independent 
and assisted 
living under the 
same roof allows 
someone to stay 
in one place if 
their care needs go up or down. It also allows 
couples to stay together when one spouse 
needs assisted living and the other prefers the 
independent living setting. 

The monthly rent at Saint Ann is all-inclu-
sive. Included are meals, life-enriching activ-
ities and outings, a driver to appointments, 
housekeeping, laundry of linens, utilities, basic 
cable television and concierge services. In addi-

tion, assisted living rent includes personalized 
assistance with bathing, dressing, medication 
administration and other care and supportive 
services. 

“Daily Mass and the Catholic environment at-
tracted us to Saint Ann Retirement Center. It is 
so convenient to have our own in-house chapel 
and priest. Everyone is friendly and helpful. It 
is a truly caring environment where everyone 

is welcome,” 
Residents 
Joseph and 
Shirley said. 
“We are 
thankful the 
Archdiocese 
of Oklahoma 
City ministers 
to seniors 
with Saint 
Ann and its 
easy access 
to Catholic 
services.”

In June, 
Saint Ann 
celebrated its 
20th anni-
versary. The 
month was 
packed with 
five events to 
commemorate 

the milestone. They had a fair for residents 
with alpacas, a pie throwing contest, hand and 
arm massages, games, face painting, a chip 
throwing contest, a magician and a barbecue. 

The second event was a resident talent show-
case hosted by a recent Ms. Oklahoma Senior 
winner. Residents packed the room with stage 
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“I would have moved here long ago”

St. Ann Retirement Center celebrated its 20th anniversary in June with a month full of special events. Festivities 
included a fun fair, talent showcase, special Mass and reception, a luau-volleyball tournament and a dance. A 
17-piece band and singer entertained the standing-room-only crowd. For more information about St. Ann Assist-
ed or Independent Living, call Lisa McKibben at (405) 721-0747, Ext 322. Photos Avery Holt/Sooner Catholic and 
provided.

By Charles Albert 
The Sooner Catholic

St. Ann Retirement Center offers independent and assisted living campuses

Fr. Price Grimes spoke at St. Ann Retirement Center during the 
20th anniversary celebration in June. Photo Avery Holt/Sooner 
Catholic.

continued on page 8
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An easy way to help ministries

Ana Romero

Ana is the notary for the 
archdiocesan Marriage Tribunal. 
She has been with the chancery 
for 31 years! In her spare time, 
she enjoys activities with her 
grandchildren, thrift shopping, 
camping and having picnics at 
the lake. 

As she set out to get her estate plans 
in order, Mary Diane Steltenkamp 
remembered a conversation with a 
former colleague from several years 
earlier.

Steltenkamp is a former a nurse for the Archdi-
ocese of Oklahoma City. At the office one day, she 
mentioned to Barney Semtner, who was executive 
director of the Catholic Foundation of Oklahoma, 
that she needed to do some estate planning. He 
recommended she consider the foundation when 
that time came.

“My life has been in nursing, retreat work and 
spiritual direction,” Steltenkamp said. As for 
helping her favorite ministries through her es-
tate, “I needed somebody to help me.”

Steltenkamp recently followed through and 
contacted the foundation about making legacy 
gifts to Saint Eugene Catholic Church, the Center 
of Family Love in Okarche and Catholic Charities 
of the Archdiocese of Oklahoma City.

The choices were easy for her. 
Her family was among those who founded Saint 

Eugene Catholic Church when she was in eighth 
grade, and she has been an active member of the 
parish ever since.

Her youngest brother, Chris, was born with 
Down syndrome.

“Our family would have done anything to have 
a facility such as the Center of Family Love to 
have Chris go there,” she said. “Unfortunately, 
there wasn’t such a thing.”

As for Catholic Charities, Steltenkamp is a for-
mer board member and 15-year employee. 

“I believe it’s one of the best social services 
agencies we have in our city and the country,” 
she said. “I’ve seen from the inside the great work 
they’ve done.”

The Catholic Foundation was able to accom-
modate Steltenkamp, through endowed funds 
that benefit Saint 
Eugene Catholic 
Church, Catholic 
Charities and the 
Center of Family 
Love. Stelten-
kamp has direct-
ed that the gifts from her estate be designated to 
the foundation, which will then place those gifts 
into the specific endowed funds. 

Her gifts will help provide funding, in perpetu-
ity, to the three ministries she holds so dear.

“I came to realize that the foundation is the 
perfect place to deal with these places,” Stelten-
kamp said. “It was a given.”

The mission of the Catholic Foundation is to 
create new endowments and charitable funds, 
and grow its existing funds, to support parish-
es, schools, and other ministries of the Catholic 
Church in central and western Oklahoma. For 
more information about endowed funds, contact 
Owen Canfield at (405) 709-2897 or ocanfield@
cfook.org.

Owen Canfield is associate director of gift plan-
ning for The Catholic Foundation of Oklahoma.

By Owen Canfield 

THE GIFT
THAT PAYS
YOU BACK
A charitable gift annuity through 

the Catholic Foundation of 

Oklahoma offers you immediate 

financial benefits and will help 

communities in the Archdiocese 

of Oklahoma City that are poor 

in resources but rich in faith.

• Receive fixed, stable 
payments for life

• Get immediate and 
future tax benefits

• Make a lasting 
impact

Attractive Payout Rates

6 5AG E

4.8%

7 0

5.3%

7 5

6.0%

8 0

7.0%

8 5

8.1%
9.1%

9 0 +

Source: American Council on Gift Annuities

For a personal proposal, contact me, 
Owen Canfield, at (405) 709-2897 
or ocanfield@cfook.org.
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Answering the call for excellence

The Order of the Golden Heart 
is the Sigma Phi Epsilon’s high-
est honor, recognizing excellence 
among long-serving volunteers. 
These men represent the best of 
the best in the brotherhood. They 
have given their time and talent to 
make the fraternity great and are 
role models for what people can 
achieve as volunteers.

The Order of the Golden Heart 
is awarded to selected volunteers 
who have served the fraternity 
for 30 years or more, making a 
significant impact on SigEp local-
ly, regionally or nationally. The 
fraternity bestows the gold medal-
lion to honorees at Grand Chapter 
Conclave, symbolizing the esteem 
with which brothers hold these 
dedicated volunteers and immense 
appreciation for the sacrifices 
they’ve made over the decades. At 
the 2021 Alumni Awards dinner, 
this prestigious award was pre-
sented to four volunteers who have 

gone above and beyond to serve 
the fraternity.

With nearly two centuries of 
combined service to SigEp, this 
impressive group includes a past 
grand president, a brother who led 
the successful rechartering of his 
chapter, a national chaplain and a 
longtime mentor who also guides 
the Fraternity’s national fundrais-
ing efforts.

Ray Ackerman, Oklahoma ’77
Impressed by his character, 

brothers elected Ray Ackerman 
president of his undergraduate 
chapter. He inspired the recently 
reorganized group to focus and set 
goals, and in the process, helped 
the chapter become the campus 
leader in philanthropy and earn 
several Buc Cups in the years to 
come.

From then until now, brothers 
have looked to him as “a barome-
ter for honor, character and truth-
fulness which mirrors our cardinal 
principles.” His early leadership 
set the tone for Ackerman’s alum-
ni journey. After graduation, he 
served as a regional director on the 
fraternity’s headquarters staff, fur-

ther solidifying his reputation as a 
wise and empathetic advisor.

After working several years as 
a popular radio 
personality, Acker-
man’s faith and de-
sire to help others 
led him to join the 
priesthood. He also 
began volunteer-
ing with his home 
chapter, serving on 
the AVC for more 
than 30 years.

A longtime 
chapter counselor, 
Father Ackerman is 
a model of integ-
rity and brotherly 
love, sharing life 
lessons and pro-
viding a listening 
ear to anyone who 
needs him. Since 1997, Ackerman 
has also served as the Fraterni-
ty’s national chaplain, creating 
moving tributes to brothers who 
have passed away and presiding 
over the Grand Chapter Conclave 
necrology ceremony.

In each role, he has embodied 

what it means to show brotherly 
love to all and played a key role in 
furthering the Fraternity’s mission 

to develop val-
ues-based leaders. As 
chair of SigEp’s Rit-
ual and Values Task 
Force, he also has 
provided invaluable 
insight on how the 
fraternity can remain 
true to its cardinal 
principles while keep-
ing pace with cultural 
shifts.

“For the brothers 
of Sigma Phi Epsi-
lon, you have been 
a faithful shepherd,” 
Bittman said as he 
presented the award. 
“Your voice has been 

loving and inspiring. Firm and 
dedicated. It’s been a source of joy 
and of consolation. And through 
it all, you have pointed us toward 
the pursuit of life’s highest ideals.”

Originally published in the Spring 
2022 SigEp Journal.

Fr. Ray Ackerman recognized by Sigma Phi Epsilon Fraternity

By Abby Goodpaster 
SigEp Journal

Fr. Ray Ackerman

On March 25, the Feast of the Annun-
ciation of the Lord, a group of 12 women 
at Holy Family Catholic Church in Lawton 
began a ministry of prayer for Father Phil 
Seeton. Together they prayed the commit-
ment prayer and received a blessing from 
Father Seeton.  

The Seven Sisters Apostolate is an inter-
national prayer group that was started on 
March 24, 2011, by Janette Howe in Saint 
Paul, Minn. Since that time, the apostolate 
has grown to include six continents, 25 
countries, all 50 United States and nearly 
every province in Canada. The apostolate is 
a call to strengthen the Church by ensur-
ing that a Holy Hour is prayed each day of 
the week for the sole intention of a specific 
priest or bishop for his deeper conformity to 
Christ.  

The core group of seven women commit to 
pray one hour, one day a week, before the 
Blessed Sacrament or in front of a Taberna-
cle. If a sister is unable to keep her com-
mitment for that day she is to arrange for a 

substitute. The commitment for each sister 
is one year, but not limited to that one year. 
If there are additional groups, they can pray 
for other priests or a bishop. One sister from 
each group is chosen as an anchoress to 
guide and coordinate her group for a two-
year commitment. 

Each year on the anniversary of the start 
of the group, the seven sisters will discern 
if they would like to continue for another 
year. The traditional year of service is June 
to June, the month of the Sacred Heart, but 
groups can begin any time of the year. 

At Holy Family there was a strong de-
sire to create the group, and together with 
Father Seeton, they chose the Feast of the 
Annunciation to begin. 

It was at a Spiritual Life Committee meet-
ing that the idea for The Seven Sisters 
Apostolate was presented for the groups’ 
discernment. After prayer and discussion, it 
was decided they would begin by personally 
inviting individuals known for their inten-
tional prayer and frequent daily Mass atten-

dance. Each woman invited was asked to 
pray and discern if this was something she 
wished to do. None of the women hesitated 
to say “yes” immediately. They currently 
have a core of seven sisters and five substi-
tutes. Many of the substitutes pray the Holy 
Hour for Father regardless of if they are 
subbing or not.

In her welcome message to the sisters 
at Holy Family, Janette Howe said, “There 
are a few groups in your diocese, but not 
many spread the good news. Praying for our 
pastor has been a blessing for each of us as 
individuals, as sisters united in prayer for 
our pastor and for Father Phil. We would 
encourage others to prayerfully consider 
forming a Seven Siters Group for your pas-
tor.”  

For more information, visit 
sevensistersapostolate.org.
 By Elizabeth Cerrone, parishioner, Holy 

Family Catholic Church, Lawton.

A Seven Sisters Apostolate at Holy Family in Lawton
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talents as well as display tables of col-
lections, accomplishments and skills. 

The third event was a luau-themed 
volleyball tournament between assisted 
and independent living residents. 

The fourth event was a Mass celebrat-
ed by Archbishop Coakley and a recep-
tion that followed. 

Archbishop Beltran was thanked for 
his vision and development of Saint Ann 
Retirement Center. Father Price Grimes, 
who has functioned as the unofficial 
chaplain at Saint Ann since it opened 
20 years ago, was also recognized. 

The fifth celebration was a dance with 
a 17-piece big band and singer. 

“Sometimes people are surprised that 
life at Saint Ann Retirement Center is 

about freedom, independence and fun. 
Residents are free from chores like 
cooking, shopping, housekeeping and 
home maintenance,” Clark said. “They 
are free to come and go as they please. 
They can choose to do as little or as 
much as they prefer. Our focus is on 
enhancing residents’ life with friendly 
supportive services. It is a great place to 
live and to work. I have the most amaz-
ing team of staff members.”

For more information about Saint 
Ann Retirement Center, visit saintan-
nretirementcenter.com or contact Lisa 
McKibben or Richard Amend at (405) 
721-0747, Ext 322. 

Charles Albert is a freelance writer for 
the Sooner Catholic.

St. Ann Retirement Center offers independent and assisted living campuses

Students from Catholic schools in 
the Archdiocese of Oklahoma City 
returned to class the week of Aug. 
8-12. To learn more about Catholic 
schools, visit archokc.org/schools. 
Photos Dana Attocknie/Sooner  
Catholic and provided.

Back to school

Rosary Catholic School, 
Oklahoma City

Sacred Heart Catholic School, 
Oklahoma City

St. Elizabeth Ann Seton Catholic 
School, Oklahoma City

Mount St. Mary Catholic High 
School, Oklahoma City

Fr. Don Wolf blessed classrooms on Aug. 10 at Sacred Heart Catholic School 
in Oklahoma City.

Bishop Kelley High School, 
Tulsa
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WHAT IS THE L ADDER OF ASCENT?

It is an exciting course offering from the Blessed Stanley Rother Institute.  Those 
who take the course will make an in-depth study of four areas: the Creed, the 
Sacraments, Christian Morality, and the Life of Prayer. Using the Catechism of 
the Catholic Church as the primary text, students will meet for two hours each 
week for a lecture and small group discussion on the weekly assignments from 
the Catechism and other  supplementary texts. This is a two-year, four-semester 
course that addresses the whole content of faith. Each year consists of weekly 
classes from September to May, as well as outside preparation time. 

WHAT DOES IT COVER?

THE CATECHISM OF THE CATHOLIC CHURCH (CCC), published in 1994, was the first universal Catechism 
intended for the whole Catholic Church in more than 400 years!  It is divided into four sections, upon which the Church’s teaching 
is based.  The four sections are suggested in a description of the early Church found in Acts of the Apostles 2:42: “And they devoted 
themselves to the apostles’ teaching and fellowship, to the breaking of the bread and the prayers.”

SEMESTER 1: “APOSTLES TEACHING,” THE CREED: THE STORY IN MINIATURE

SEMESTER 2: “BREAKING OF THE BREAD,” THE SACRAMENTS: THE BLESSINGS    
                                  REVEALED AND COMMUNICATED

SEMESTER 3: “FELLOWSHIP,” THE MORAL LIFE: FULFILLMENT IN BEATITUDE

SEMESTER 4: “PRAYER,” THE BLESSINGS GIVEN AND RECEIVED

BLESSED STANLEY ROTHER

INSTITUTE
CATECHETICAL SCHOOL

(405) 721-4208 ARCHOKC .ORG/ INST ITUTE

WHO SHOULD TAKE IT?

This course is aimed at committed adult learners who are willing 
to give themselves to a deeper study of their faith. No particular 
educational background is required, and don’t worry if you haven’t 
been a student in a long time. 

WHY SHOULD I TAKE IT?

If you have ever been stumped by a faith question from a relative, 
friend or neighbor, if you’re a catechist or a youth minister looking 
for a little refresher, if you’re just someone who wants to enjoy a 
deeper faith experience, this course is for you! Much more than 
a rehashing of facts abou the faith, this course will show you the 
narrative thread linking the teachings of the Church together.   

HOW MUCH DOES IT COST?

• General Student = $620 
• Senior (65+ years old) = $560
• Catholic Young Adults Sports League Participant = 

$560 
• Military, Veteran, First Responder = $380 

Limited need-based tuition assistance is available. The application for tuition assistance is included in the registration process for all students. 
Contact the Blessed Stanley Rother Institute (rotherinstitute@archokc.org or 405-721-4208) for more information. 

• Parish Volunteer Catechist = $380 
• Employee of the archdiocese or a Catholic parish / school / ministry = $320 
• Priest/Seminarian/Deacon/Professed Religious = Free 

All tuition rates are for an entire academic year and include a $20 non-refundable fee (where applicable) due at registration.

The Archbishop’s Dinner for Seminarian Education was held Aug. 11 at the Omni Hotel in Oklahoma City. The dinner benefits the St. John Vianney Endowment 
for Seminarian Education. This year 560 people attended and $370,144 was raised. To learn more about the endowment, visit cfook.org/dinner. Photos Avery Holt, 
Chris Porter/Sooner Catholic.



excited to start this new chapter in my life and 
fulfill what God wants me to do. It’s the happi-
est moment in my life,” Miller said a few min-
utes before his ordination began on Aug. 6. 

With the air conditioning repaired and the 
audio fixed, more than 300 priests, deacons, 
religious men and women, family, friends and 
parishioners filled The Cathedral of Our Lady of 
Perpetual Help in Oklahoma City.   

Archbishop Coakley presided over “The Cel-
ebration of Holy Mass with Ordination to the 
Sacred Priesthood.” As he reviewed his homily 
shortly before Mass began, he said “It’s always 
a good day when you get to ordain a priest.”

Miller, 35, grew up in Oklahoma, graduating 
from Putnam City North High School in 2005. 
After a growing childhood curiosity about the 
Catholic Church, he attended an Emmaus Days 
vocation retreat at the suggestion of Father Paul 
Gallatin, then asked Archbishop Emeritus Eu-
sebius Beltran if he could become a seminarian 
for the Archdiocese of Oklahoma City. 

He was accepted and attended Conception 
Seminary in Missouri where he earned a bach-
elor’s degree in philosophy. He also earned a 
bachelor’s degree in classical languages from 
the University of Oklahoma, a master’s degree 
in historical theology from Boston College and 
a master’s degree in divinity at Pope Saint John 
the XXIII Seminary in Massachusetts. He is 
working on a canon law degree from Catholic 
University of America. His home parish is Saint 
Damien of Molokai in Edmond. 

During his homily, Archbishop Coakley 
thanked Miller’s family for preparing him 
and giving a great gift to the Church. He then 

turned his attention to soon-to-be Father Miller.
“After this ordination, Father Robert will begin 

to live out the mystery of the priesthood.  And 
it will involve a share of the cross. It will involve 
sacrifice; it must involve sacrifice. As you offer 
your life and you gather the hopes and prayers 
and aspirations of your people, you lift them 
up to the Lord each time you celebrate the Holy 
Mass,” Archbishop Coakley said.

“Our greatest tool for promoting vocations 
to the priesthood is a happy, a holy priest. Let 
young people see and experience the joy in your 
life in serving the Lord and giving yourself gen-
erously and sacrificially in love for his people. … 
Keep always before your eyes and in your heart 
the example of the Good Shepherd.” 

Father Miller was formally presented for or-
dination by Father Brian Buettner, vocations 
director for the archdiocese and pastor of Saint 
Thomas More Catholic Church in Norman.

He was vested by Father Philip Seeton, pastor 
of Holy Family Catholic Church in Lawton, and 
Father Simon Zurita, pastor of Saint Damien of 
Molokai Catholic Church in Edmond. 

The readings were read by Brad Forshee and 
Jason Murray with the Gospel read by Deacon 
Paul Lewis. 

Following the ordination, a reception was 
held at the Connor Center where Father Mill-
er offered blessings to friends and family. His 
Mass of Thanksgiving was held Aug. 8 at the 
cathedral. His first assignment will be as asso-
ciate pastor at Saint Joseph Catholic Church in 
Norman.

“I’m ready for the priesthood, to serve others,” 
he said. “I’m ready to work for the salvation of 
souls. That’s what priesthood is all about.”  

Diane Clay is a freelance writer for the Sooner 
Catholic.
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CONGRATULATIONS  
REV. ROBERT MILLER 

ON YOUR ORDINATION TO PRIESTHOOD

POPE ST. JOHN XXIII NATIONAL SEMINARY 
Very Rev. Brian R. Kiely, Faculty,  

Seminarians and Staff 
558 South Avenue • Weston, MA 02493  

 781.899.5500 • www.psjs.edu 

continued from page 1

Archbishop Coakley celebrated Mass for the Priesthood Ordination of Fr. Robert James Miller Aug. 6 at The Cathedral of Our Lady of Perpetual Help in Oklahoma City. 
To watch Fr. Robert Miller’s priesthood ordination, visit youtube.com/archokc. Photos Chris Porter/Sooner Catholic. 

To learn more about discerning the priesthood or religious life, visit okcvocations.com or e-mail Fr. Brian 
Buettner at bbuettner@archokc.org.
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A welcome dinner was held for Fr. Vic Luong on July 24 at St. Patrick Catholic Church in Anadarko. Parishioners from Our Lady of 
the Rosary Catholic Church in Binger and St. Richard Catholic Church in Carnegie also attended. Fr. Vic’s family and friends from 
Oklahoma City made Vietnamese food for the dinner. Photos provided.

In July, a week-
long Totus Tuus 
program at Holy 
Name of Jesus 
Catholic Church in 
Chickasha ended 
with water fun. 
The Chickasha 
Fire Department 
sprayed water from 
a hydrant and 
doused the partic-
ipants during the 
triple digit weather. 
Photos provided.

Knights of Columbus 
and their families 
from across the state 
gathered in Edmond 
to participate in the 
Liberty Fest Parade. 
Archbishop Emeritus 
Eusebius Beltran and 
Carol Davito joined 
District Master Rick 
Miller, State Deputy 
Dennis Kunnanz and 
Former Vice Supreme 
Master Paul Wiegl for 
their first Fourth of 
July parade. Photos  
provided.

Fr. Alexander Kroll, 
Dcn. Rodrigo Serna, 
Ronald Willis, Stepha-
nie Willis, Sophia Thie-
baut, Sheridan Luis, 
Stephanie Stovall, 
John Stovall, Becky 
Strope, Edgar Barce-
nas, Leitner Gumerson 
and Marianne Smith 
visited the Basilica 
of Our Lady of Gua-
dalupe, Metropolitan 
Cathedral of Mexico 
City and Teotihuacan. 
Photos provided.

First Holy Communion, Holy Name of Jesus Catholic Church, Chickasha

Catholic Charities of the Archdiocese of Oklahoma City held their 13th 
annual Reds, Whites & Brews fundraiser on July 22 at Dunlap Codding 
in Oklahoma City. Proceeds support the homeless services of Catholic 
Charities’ Sanctuary Women’s Development Center in Stockyards City. 
Photos Fran Kozakowski.
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Jobs Box
To see more job openings, go on-

line to archokc.org/jobs-box.

Cook, event hospitality
The Catholic Pastoral Center is 

seeking a part-time cook and event 
hospitality person to assist with 
meal preparation in the staff dining 
room, and refreshment set-up and 
replenishment for meetings and 
conferences. The flexible schedule 
will be 20-30 hours per week and 
will include most weekends and 
some evenings. Kitchen experience 
in food preparation preferred; cus-
tomer service-related experience a 
plus; high school diploma a must. 
A background check and safe envi-
ronment training will be required. 
Send resume and cover letter to 
humanresources@archokc.org.

Administrative assistant - OKC
The Archdiocese of Oklahoma 

City is seeking an administrative 
assistant to provide support for 
the department of evangelization 
and discipleship at the Catholic 
Pastoral Center. The assistant will 
coordinate schedules, facilitate 
communication and registration 
for departmental events, submit 
invoices and credit statements 
and perform other administrative 
duties, including answering calls 
and maintaining office supplies. 
Previous office experience and 
proficiency in Microsoft Word, 
Excel and PowerPoint is required. 
Must also be a practicing Catholic 
in good standing with the Church. 
Send resume and cover letter to 
humanresources@archokc.org.

Gift shop, museum manager - 
Shrine

The Blessed Stanley Rother 
Shrine is seeking a gift shop and 
museum manager to be responsi-
ble for all operations of the Shrine 
gift shop and museum, including 
purchasing and maintaining a 
complete inventory of religious 
items that reflect the Catholic faith 
and promote knowledge of and de-
votion to Blessed Stanley Rother. 
The manager will be responsible 
for tracking purchases and accu-
rately accounting for payments 
made in the gift shop; provide 
ongoing oversight of the museum, 
including inventory of artifacts 
and relics, training and scheduling 
staff and volunteers, and ensuring 
that exhibits effectively convey in-
formation about the life and heroic 
martyrdom of Blessed Stanley 
Rother. Applicants are not re-
quired to have experience in both 
gift shop and museum manage-
ment but should have a bachelor’s 
degree in management or a related 
field, and/or at least three years of 
work experience in merchandising, 
business management/admin-
istration, or any combination of 
education and experience which 
demonstrates the knowledge, 
skills and abilities to perform the 
above-described responsibilities. 

Must have a desire to evangelize 
and to promote devotion to Blessed 
Stanley Rother. Send resume and 
cover letter to humanresources@
archok.org.

Volunteer coordinator - Shrine
The Blessed Stanley Roth-

er Shrine is seeking a volunteer 
coordinator to oversee the daily 
management, coordination and 
support of volunteers at the Shrine. 
Job duties will include recruiting, 
training, scheduling, supervising 
and recognizing volunteer efforts in 
support of pilgrimage activities as 
well as special events and celebra-
tions held at the Shrine. Applicant 
must be a Catholic in good stand-
ing, have a minimum of two years’ 
relevant experience or a bachelor’s 
degree in a related field, exhibit an 
interest in and energy for volun-
teerism and community building 
and must demonstrate the ability 
to communicate effectively with di-
verse populations. Leadership expe-
rience with volunteer groups within 
the Catholic Church is preferred. 
Bilingual in Spanish is a plus. 
Must have a desire to evangelize 
and to promote devotion to Blessed 
Stanley Rother. Send resume and 
cover letter to humanresources@
archok.org.

Disaster case manager -   
Seminole 

Catholic Charities of the Archdi-
ocese of Oklahoma City is seeking 
a temporary disaster case manager 
to support and aid disaster survi-
vors with financial management, 
employment, food, housing, phys-
ical and/or mental health needs 
and/or similar areas related to 
disaster impact; secure and eval-
uate applicable related informa-
tion; refer clients to community 
resources and other organizations 
per disaster case management 
best practices. Bachelor’s degree 
in a related social service field and 
at least three years of experience 
directly related to the duties and 
responsibilities specified. Send 
resume and cover letter to Kaylinn 
Young at kyoung@ccaokc.org.

Music director, organist - OKC
St. James the Greater Catholic 

Church in Oklahoma City is seek-
ing a full-time music director and 
organist. The music director is re-
sponsible for four weekend Masses, 
the parish choir and school Mass-
es. A 100-stop digital pipe organ 
was recently installed. For a full job 
description visit stjames-catholic.
org. Send cover letter, resume and 
three references to Fr. Bill Pruett at 
pastor@stjamesokc.com.

Music director – Jones
St. Robert Bellarmine Catho-

lic Church in Jones is seeking a 
part-time music director for the 
Spanish Mass on Saturdays. The 
director will select the hymns 
according to the liturgical season, 
play the music and sing for the 
Saturday evening Masses, sing 

the Psalms and Alleluia, organize 
the choir and help translate the 
bulletins into Spanish. Contact Fr. 
Tang Pau at pau.titus@gmail.com.

Pastoral assistant – Jones
St. Robert Bellarmine Catho-

lic Church in Jones is seeking a 
full-time pastoral assistant to help 
with religious education, main-
tenance of parish sacramental 
register, bulletin, website, volun-
teer schedule, safe environment, 
budget, liturgy and other duties 
as assigned. Salary with bene-
fits. Contact Fr. Tang Pau at pau.
titus@gmail.com.

Organist - Kingfisher
Sts. Peter and Paul Catholic 

Church in Kingfisher is seeking an 
organist for the 10:30 a.m. Sunday 
Mass. Contact (405) 375-4581 or 
secretary@stspeterandpaul.org. 

Youth, young adult evangeliza-
tion director - Mustang

Holy Spirit Catholic Church in 
Mustang is seeking a director of 
youth and young adult evange-
lization to organize and lead the 
efforts to evangelize and catechize 
the youth (Grades 7-12) and their 
families, as well as the young 
adults of the parish community. 
Contact Dcn. Paul Lewis at   
plewis@holyspiritmustang.org or 
(405) 376-9435.

Teachers - Okarche
Holy Trinity Catholic School in 

Okarche is seeking teachers for 
the 2022-2023 school year for the 
following positions: middle school 
English language arts, middle 
school music, and grades K-8 art. 
These positions can be combined 
into a full or part time position. 
Bachelor’s degree with Oklaho-
ma state teaching certification is 
desired. Send a resume and cover 
letter to Principal Alice Newman at 
anewman@holytrinityok.org.

Teachers – OKC
St. Eugene Catholic School is 

accepting teaching applications 
for the 2022-2023 school year. 
Applicants should hold at least 
a bachelor’s degree in education 
with state certification. For more 
information and specific positions 
visit steugeneschool.org/careers. 
Send resume, cover letter and 
archdiocese teacher application 
to Principal Molly Goldsworthy at 
jobs@steugeneschool.org.

Mother’s Day Out teachers - 
OKC

Christ the King Catholic Church 
in Oklahoma City has openings for 
full-time and part-time caretakers 
in the nursery and toddler rooms. 
Full-time teachers will plan daily 
crafts, activities and communicate 
with parents regarding their chil-
dren’s day. Part-time employees 
will assist the lead teachers with 
crafts, story time, games, lunch 
and naps. Full-time is 30-38 hours 
per week including 8 a.m. – 3 p.m. 

Monday, Wednesday and Friday 
and assorted morning, evening 
and weekend shifts. Part-time 
is 8 a.m. – 3 p.m. Monday and 
Wednesday with one evening or 
morning shift per week. One Sun-
day per month and one Saturday 
evening required. Must be over the 
age of 16 and complete the archdi-
ocesan Safe Environment program 
once hired. Contact Margaret Bal-
las at Margaret@ckokc.org.

Volleyball, cross-country coach 
- OKC

Cristo Rey OKC Catholic High 
School is looking for both a vol-
leyball and cross-country coach 
for their teams. Practices will be 
three-four days/week after school. 
Seasons run from late July to 
mid-October. Driving a van will 
be necessary for away games/
meets. Experience is preferred and 
a stipend is involved. Contact the 
athletic director at jeremy.tilton@
cristoreyokc.org.

Director of Admissions – OKC 
Cristo Rey OKC Catholic High 

School is seeking a director of 
admissions to recruit students 
to apply to the school, direct the 
admissions process from point of 
inquiry to enrollment, supervise 
staff and volunteers for admission 
events and manage the Office of 
Admissions. Bachelor’s degree in 
education or related field required; 
master’s degree preferred. At least 
three years of admissions admin-
istration experience; knowledge 
of Microsoft Office and Applicant 
Tracking Systems preferred. Bilin-
gual (English /Spanish) required. 
Apply at cristoreyokc.org/careers.

Registrar - OKC
Cristo Rey OKC Catholic High 

School is seeking a registrar for 
the 2022-23 school year to be 
responsible for assisting the prin-
cipal and academic leadership by 
managing the school’s student 
information system, records man-
agement, grade reports, student 
transcripts and school re-enroll-
ment. Must have bachelor’s degree 
and prior experience as a registrar 
to be ready to serve as the school’s 
system administrator on Power-
School. This position starts as soon 
as possible. Apply at cristoreyokc.
org/careers.  

Band teacher – OKC, Yukon
Christ the King Catholic School, 

St. Charles Borromeo Catholic 
School and St. John Nepomuk 
Catholic School are seeking a band 
teacher. This individual would split 
time throughout the week at all 
three schools and work with stu-
dents in grades 4th-8th. Applicants 
must have knowledge of music 
(band) instruction. Send resume 
and cover letter to either Amy 
Feighny, afeighny@ckschool.com, 
Todd Gungoll, mr.gungoll@scbokc.
org or Denise Heard, denise.heard@
sjnok.org. Download application 
packet at archokc.org/careers.

The author of “Mississippi Bish-
op: William Henry Elder and the 
Civil Way,” is Ryan Starrett. He is 
originally from Mississippi and re-
ceived degrees from the University 
of Dallas, Spring Hill College and 
Adams State University. This book 
is his first solo project. He had 
access to Bishop William Elder’s 
diary, records from the Diocese of 
Jackson, Miss., and other sources 
about the Civil War in Mississippi.  

William Henry Elder was born 
on March 22, 1819. He attend-
ed schools in Maryland and was 
sent to Rome for his seminary 
studies. He was ordained there on 
March 29, 1846. He returned to 
Maryland and was a professor at 
Mount Saint Mary’s College in Em-
mitsburg, Md. He was chosen to 
become the third bishop of Missis-
sippi and was ordained a bishop in 
Baltimore, Md., on May 3, 1857. At 

that time, there were nine priests 
for the whole state of Mississip-
pi with a Catholic population of 
12,500, scattered across the state. 
The diocesan see was set in the 
city of Natchez, on the west side 
of the state along the Mississippi 
River. There were 42 churches and 
12 schools for white children and 
three for black children.

The Civil War came to Mississip-
pi when a majority of the state de-
cided to secede and join the Con-
federate States of America. Some 
of Bishop Elder’s priests served as 
chaplains in the Confederate Army 
in order to provide the sacraments 
to Catholic soldiers and help with 
the wounded. Bishop Elder, his 
priests and other Catholics tried 
to help any Catholics involved in 
the war because Catholics were a 
minority in the country and the 
state. Bishop Elder and his priests 
had a hard time ministering as the 
Union and Confederate command-
ers were not helpful to them. 

A church in Jackson, Miss., was 

burned down when the Union 
Army decided to burn buildings 
in the state capital. Bishop Elder 
and the priests had difficulty 
at times 
to get 
passes 
to trav-
el and 
minster 
to their 
flock. 
They got lucky when they dis-
covered a Catholic officer who 
would help them and they 
had a hard time when they 
came across an anti-Catholic 
officer. Bishop Elder was out 
in the field just like his priests. He 
could have stayed back in Natchez 
and avoided conflict, but he did 
not. Several times his horse was 
killed or stolen and he risked his 
life to help others. He was very 
brave. 

After the Civil War, Bishop Elder 
had to deal with a new flock that 
was white, black and those from 

the North during Reconstruction. 
This is where the book ends. Later, 
on Jan. 30, 1880, Bishop Elder 

was appointed coadju-
tor Archbishop 
of Cincinnati, 
Ohio, and be-
came the sec-
ond archbishop 
there in 1883. 
He died in Cin-
cinnati on Oct. 
31, 1904.

This book has 
many black and 
white photos 
and illustra-

tions. There are end notes and a 
bibliography.  This book is highly 
recommended to those looking for 
a book about Catholicism in the 
mission-territory South during the 
Civil War.

Br. Benet Exton, O.S.B., Saint 
Gregory’s Abbey, Shawnee, is a 
freelance writer for the Sooner 
Catholic.

Catholic men facing same-sex attractions 
often struggle with how they are supposed to 
handle their homoromantic feelings. Some 
clearly understand that the Church invites 
them to order their feelings and attractions 
through a life of chaste continence, but they 
also wrestle with a strong desire for same-sex 
friendship and bonding.

In the midst of an escalating gay culture that 
actively promotes and celebrates homosexual 
sex, even in its most promiscuous forms, how 
can young men hope to encounter friends with 
whom they might cultivate healthy and chaste 
relationships? What role does the Church play 
in supporting and encouraging this?

A group called Courage offers outstanding 
spiritual support for those who are struggling 
with same-sex attraction and desiring to live 
chastely according to the teachings of Jesus 
Christ and the Catholic Church. 

Founded by Father John Harvey, Courage 
held its first meeting in 1980 in New York City. 
Since then, it has expanded into an inter-
national ministry. This important apostolate 
deserves broad recognition and support for 
its vital work, yet regrettably, resistance still 
arises at times in some quarters of the Church 
when Courage seeks to promote clear Catholic 
teaching on chastity and homosexuality.

Cultivating a chaste heart demands a deep 
prayer life, strong spiritual support and good 
fellowship, not to mention frequent reception 
of the sacraments, especially Holy Communion 
and Confession. Courage vigorously promotes 
these practices. 

I once visited a large Midwest Catholic parish 
where there was a group of men with same-sex 
attraction who attended Mass together. I later 
learned that each of them had his own room in 
a common living arrangement where they divid-
ed responsibilities, prayed together, discussed 
their burdens and struggles, and sought to 
strengthen each other in their shared journey 
of following the Lord generously and chastely. 

They were a source of inspiration and an exam-
ple of hope within the parish, which supported 
and encouraged them.

Among same-sex-attracted individuals, cul-
tivating chaste relationships with each other 
can sometimes be complex. Doing so requires 
a supportive environment, patience, an under-
standing of human weakness, a strong sense of 
hope, and a mutually-shared determination to 
avoid near occasions of sin.

A few years ago, I read a memorable, no-
holds-barred commentary on the gay lifestyle 
by Ronald G. Lee, a librarian in Houston, 
Texas, in which,  based on his own struggles 
with homosexuality, he offered several helpful 
observations. He disputed the claim that gay 
men are supposed to, or are even able to, live 
in monogamous homosexual relationships. 
Instead, echoing the wisdom of the Church’s 
teaching, he stressed the fundamental need for 
a chaste lifestyle.

At the same time, he acknowledged the ur-
gent need for same-sex-attracted individuals to 
have healthy human friendships with others. 
He mentioned his best friend Mark, who, like 
himself, was a refugee from the gay lifestyle 
and a man of faith. 

Summing up their relationship, he said, 
“From Mark I have learned that two men can 
love each other profoundly while remaining 
clothed the entire time. We are told that the 
Church opposes same-sex love. Not true. The 
Church opposes homogenital sex, which in my 
experience is not about love, but about obses-
sion, addiction, and compensation for a com-
promised masculinity.”

The Catholic Church stresses that homosex-
ual acts are intrinsically disordered but homo-
sexual persons are not. This distinction is cru-
cial. Moreover, a person’s natural inner desire 
for human bonding should not be considered 
disordered or problematic in itself. In other 
words, the desire for friendship, relationship 
and communion, even among same-sex-at-

tracted 
individu-
als, is not 
intrinsi-
cally dis-
ordered, 
although 
desir-
ing and 
pursuing same-sex sexual relations, which 
always contravene the root purposes of human 
sexuality, will be unchaste and immoral. The 
desire for closeness among same-sex-attracted 
individuals can and should be directed toward 
non-lustful friendships.

A second distinction is also worth mentioning. 
If homoerotic desires are allowed to take root, 
linger and be acted upon, they will be inherently 
problematic and sinful. If such desires, howev-
er, arise spontaneously in a person’s mind, and 
are not actively cultivated, entertained, or acted 
upon, this would not be sinful, insofar as sin 
always involves a wrongful choice.

The late Father Benedict Groeschel alluded 
to these nuances surrounding our inclinations 
and choices when he noted, “Homosexuality is 
a condition; gay and lesbian is a decision.”

The Catholic Church extends a beautiful call 
to each of us, one of authentic freedom and 
love. Human sexuality involves powerful drives 
that must be ordered within God’s sacred and 
providential plan. The Catechism reminds us 
that same-sex-attracted individuals are called 
ultimately to holiness, which is the fulfillment 
of a life of love: 

“Homosexual persons are called to chastity. 
By the virtues of self-mastery that teach them 
inner freedom, at times by the support of disin-
terested friendship, by prayer and sacramental 
grace, they can and should gradually and reso-
lutely approach Christian perfection” (n.2359).

That summons is a source of great hope.
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Homosexual men and chaste friendships 
Making Sense of Bioethics

Father Tad 
Pacholczyk

National Catholic 
Bioethics Center 

Book review: “Mississippi Bishop: William Henry 
Elder and the Civil War”  

By Br. Benet Exton, O.S.B. 
The Sooner Catholic



Esta columna se publicó original-
mente en 2016. Como esta edición 
de Sooner Catholic se publica el 
21 de agosto, estaré nuevamente 
en peregrinación en el Camino de 
Santiago con el obispo Wall y el 
obispo Conley. Vamos por el cami-
no francés esta vez desde Burgos 
(España) hasta O Cebreiro. Por 
favor oren por nosotros y a su vez 
nosotros estaremos orando por 
ustedes.

El 10 de agosto partí de Oviedo 
en España con mi amigo y com-
pañero peregrino, el Obispo James 
Wall, a caminar el antiguo Camino 
Primitivo. Durante los siguientes 
catorce días cubrimos 212 millas 
al peregrinar siguiendo nuestro 
camino hacia Compostela. El 
Camino Primitivo es el más antig-
uo de la red de caminos de peregri-
nación que conforman el Camino 
de Santiago, que desde hace mil 
cien años han llevado a los pere-
grinos a la tumba de Santiago el 
Mayor en la catedral de la ciudad 
que lleva su nombre, Santiago de 
Compostela.

En el cumplimiento de su man-
dato apostólico para anunciar el 
Evangelio a todas las naciones 
Santiago Apóstol viajo hasta el 
final del mundo conocido, todo el 
camino a Galicia en la Península 
Ibérica en lo que hoy es España.

Volvió a Jerusalén sólo para 
convertirse en el primero de los 
doce apóstoles en ser martirizado 
por el Evangelio de Jesucristo. 
Más tarde, sus restos mortales 
fueron llevados de vuelta a Galicia, 
donde fueron enterrados, olvida-
dos y posteriormente vueltos a ser 
descubiertos.

Durante la Edad Media la pere-
grinación a Compostela para ven-
erar las reliquias de este hijo de 
Zebedeo se convirtió en uno de los 
elementos que definen la noción de 

la Europa cristiana y la conciencia 
europea. Fue esta experiencia de 
peregrinación, entonces y ahora, 
la que le dio una expresión única y 
concreta a la unidad de los pueb-
los de diferentes naciones, lenguas 
y orígenes unidos a través de una 
expresión común de fe.

Al salir en nuestra peregrinación 
comenzamos a experimentar 
la impresionante belleza de los 
paisajes asturianos y gallegos, con 
sus imponen-
tes montañas 
y profundos 
valles verdes. 
Me llamó la 
atención y me 
llenó de agra-
decimiento la 
oportunidad 
de caminar 
a través de 
este camino 
primitivo. Es 
uno de los 
Caminos a 
Compostela 
menos uti-
lizado de las 
distintas vías 
que conducen 
a Santiago. En 
consecuencia 
se produje-
ron muchas 
oportunidades 
para estar a 
solas con Dios 
en oración y 
también simplemente para dis-
frutar de la gente que conocimos 
por los lugares que atravesábamos 
cada día. Un día o dos adentrado 
en el camino ofrecí una oración 
de alabanza y gratitud al Señor. 
Fue algo como esto: “¡Soy muy 
afortunado! ¡Lo único que tengo 
que hacer hoy es caminar!” Pensé 
que este caminar era un alivio a 
las presiones y retos de mi vida 

diaria con sus desafíos adminis-
trativos, pastorales y personales. 
Pero unos días más en la experien-
cia del Camino, mientras se iban 
acumulando las millas las rodillas 
y los pies comenzaron a sentir 
los efectos de sólo caminar. ¡Mi 
reflexión y oración comenzaron a 
ser más una queja! “¡Lo único que 
tengo que hacer hoy es CAMINAR!” 
El Camino es un buen maestro. 
En efecto, se me enseñó lecciones 

importantes. El camino no es sólo 
por llegar a nuestro destino.

El camino es el destino. La 
gracia está en el viaje. El camino 
es la vida. Una de esas lecciones 
importantes es la importancia de 
aprender a vivir en la gracia del 
momento presente en lugar de vi-
vir en el pasado o preocuparse por 
el futuro. Es muy sencillo, pero no 
es fácil.

Me sorprendió 
una y otra vez la 
forma en que la 
providencia amo-
rosa del Señor se 
manifestaba a lo 
largo del camino. 
Esto, por lo gener-
al, se producía de 
manera inespera-
da, encuentros y 
conversaciones con 
extraños y otros 
peregrinos. En 
una ocasión fue 
una señora mayor 
que vino en nues-
tra ayuda cuando 
habíamos perdido 
el camino. Fue 
al final de un día 
largo y necesitába-
mos un lugar para 
dormir. Ella pudo 
leer las expresiones 
de cansancio físico 

y la 
de-
cep-
ción 
en 
nues-
tras 
car-
as y 
nuestros cuerpos cansados y se 
encargó de subirnos a su pequeño 
coche y nos llevó de nuevo a una 

ciudad donde podíamos des-
cansar por la noche y volver a 
empezar fresco a la mañana 
siguiente. Una y otra vez, era 
como si una presencia amo-
rosa nos estuviera guiando y 
acompañando. De hecho así 
fue. El Camino es Jesús, que 
nos dice: “Yo Soy el camino, la 
verdad y la vida.”

El camino es aprender a 
caminar como y con Jesús: 
El Camino del Discipulado, El 
Camino de la Conversión, El 
Camino de la Comunión.

Es el Camino que conduce a 
la Santidad.

A través de los siglos han 
habido muchos santos que 
han recorrido el Camino de 
Santiago. Entre ellos algunos 
de los más conocidos son San 
Francisco de Asís y Santa 
Brígida de Suecia. Pero el 
camino no es principalmente 
para los santos. Es especial-
mente para los pecadores. A 
menudo, los peregrinos em-

prenden el Camino de Santiago 
como una manera de hacer peni-
tencia por sus pecados. Un

confesor podría enviar un pen-
itente en peregrinación como 
penitencia por los pecados que él o 
ella confesó y para el cual él o ella 
había recibido la absolución en el 
sacramento de la Reconciliación. 
Empecé a encontrar que era fácil 
abrazar el aspecto penitencial del 
Camino al aceptar los pequeños 
dolores y dificultades del caminar 
diario como una expresión de pen-
itencia por mis pecados pasados y 
de hecho por los males e injusti-
cias de nuestro mundo de hoy.

Fue una experiencia de solidar-
idad con los sufrimientos y las 
luchas de nuestros hermanos y 
hermanas.

El camino es para santos y 
pecadores. Hoy en día parece que 
relativamente pocas personas que 
caminan del Camino de Santia-
go están caminando por motivos 
religiosos explícitamente. Nos 
encontramos con muchos de los 
que reconocieron que son “espir-
ituales, pero no religiosos”. Estos 
son los que están buscando. Como 
muchos de nosotros, puede que 
no sepan claramente lo que es-
tán buscando. No obstante, están 
siendo atraídos por la gracia, por 
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Lánzate a lo más Profundo
Luke 5:4

Vida como camino

Arzobispo Pablo S. Coakley

El Santuario del Beato Stanley Rother cele-
bró un “Día de Apreciación al Trabajador” con 
un helado social en el sitio de construcción del 
santuario el jueves 11 de agosto.

El arzobispo Coakley dio la bienvenida al 
evento al equipo de Boldt, sus subcontratistas 
y el comité de construcción.

“Hemos estado observando la construcción 
de esta iglesia durante dos años y estamos 
emocionados de ver el progreso. Gracias a 
todos por su talento, habilidad y dedicación a 
este proyecto. Están trabajando arduamente 
en una iglesia santuario, un museo y un 
centro de peregrinación que nos ayudarán a 
contar la historia del Beato Stanley Rother, un 
sacerdote que murió por su fe. Estamos oran-
do por su buen trabajo continuo y seguridad 
para cumplir con el cronograma y completar el 
proyecto para que todo el mundo lo vea”, dijo 
el arzobispo Coakley.

El Padre Don Wolf, rector del Santuario Bea-
to Stanley Rother, también agradeció a los tra-
bajadores por su arduo trabajo y dedicación.

Las actualizaciones 
del Santuario

Una foto de la peregrinación del Camino Primitivo de 2016 del 
arzobispo Coakley.

continúa en la página 13
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continuado de la página 12

una inquietud en sus corazones que sólo 
estará satisfecho cuando sus corazones en-
cuentren descanso en el corazón de Jesús.

Una de las alegrías de mi camino fue el 
reconocimiento de la gracia en el trabajo 
en mi propia vida y en las vidas de otros 
peregrinos. Aun cuando podría parecer que 
estamos perdidos,

Dios no nos pierde de vista a nosotros.
Recorriendo el Camino de Santiago es 

como estar sumergido en las aguas que 
fluyen de un gran río. Es el río de nuestra 

humanidad común creado por el Amor y 
creado para el amor. Llegamos a Santiago y 
celebramos la finalización de nuestra pere-
grinación con una Misa en la Catedral y en 
la tumba de Santiago Apóstol. Es verdadera-
mente una experiencia profundamente con-
movedora el reunirse en oración con estos 
compañeros peregrinos de todo el mundo y 
el ver nuestras oraciones subiendo al cielo 
como el incienso que brota del gran Bota-
fumeiro, el enorme incensario de plata que 
cuelga del techo de la catedral y balancea 

como un péndulo de un lado al otro lado del 
santuario de esta gran iglesia.

El saludo más familiar intercambiado por 
los peregrinos cuando se reúnian entre sí 
es “Buen Camino”. Pero otra es quizás más 
punzante: “¡Ultreya!” O sea, “Adelante” ¡El 
camino no termina cuando el peregrino llega 
a Santiago!

Esperemos que la experiencia de la pere-
grinación haya preparado al peregrino para 
seguir viviendo la vida en el espíritu del 
camino, el Camino de Jesucristo. ¡Ultreya!

¿QUE ES L A ESCALERA DE ASCENSO? 
Es un curso emocionante que ofrece el Instituto Beato Stanley Rother. 
Quienes tomen el curso harán un estudio en profundidad de cuatro 
áreas: el Credo, los Sacramentos, la Moralidad Cristiana y la Vida de 
Oración. Usando el Catecismo de la Iglesia Católica como principal 
texto, los estudiantes se reunirán durante dos horas a la semana para una 
clase y discusión en grupos pequeños sobre las asignaciones semanales 
del Catecismo y otros textos complementarios. Es un curso de dos años, 
cuatro semestres que abordan todo el contenido de la fe. Cada año 
consta de clases semanales de septiembre a mayo, así como fuera del 
horario de preparación. 

¿QUE ES LO QUE CUBRE? 
EL CATECISMO DE LA IGLESIA CATÓLICA (CIC),  publicado en 1994, ¡fue el primer Catecismo universal destinado 
a toda la Iglesia Católica en más de 400 años! Está dividido en cuatro secciones, en las que se basa la enseñanza de la Iglesia. Las cuatro 
secciones sugieren en una descripción de la Iglesia primitiva que se encuentra en Hechos de los Apóstoles 2:42: “Y se dedicaron a la 
enseñanza y la comunión de los apóstoles, a la Fracción del pan y las oraciones. 

1ER SEMESTRE: “LA ENSEÑANZA DE LOS APOSTOLES”, “EL CREDO”, “LA HISTORIA EN   
             MINIATURA”

2º SEMESTRE: “FRACCIÓN DEL PAN”, LOS SACRAMENTOS: LAS BENDICIONES 
                                    REVELADAS Y COMUNICADAS, 

3ER SEMESTRE: “ACOMPAÑAMIENTO”, LA VIDA MORAL: CUMPLIMIENTO EN LA        
                          BIENAVENTURANZA 

4º SEMESTRE: “ORACIÓN”, LAS BENDICIONES DADAS Y RECIBIDAS

(405) 721-4208 ARCHOKC .ORG/ INST ITUTE

¿QUIÉN DEBE TOMARLO? 
Este curso está dirigido a estudiantes adultos que estén dispuestos a 
comprometerse y dedicarse a un estudio más profundo de su fe. No se 
requiere experiencia educativa en particular y no se preocupe si no ha 
sido estudiante en mucho tiempo.

¿POR QUÉ DEBERIA TOMARLO? 
Si alguna vez se ha quedado perplejo por una pregunta de fe de un 
pariente, amigo o vecino, si es usted un catequista o un ministro de 
jóvenes que busca un pequeño repaso, si usted es alguien que solo 
quiere disfrutar de una experiencia de fe más profunda, ¡este curso 
es para usted! Mucho más que una repetición de hechos sobre la fe, 
este curso le mostrará el hilo narrativo que une las enseñanzas de la 
Iglesia.

¿CUÁNTO CUESTA? 

• Estudiantes General: $620 - $100 = $520 
• Adultos Mayores de 65 años: $560 - $100 = $460
• Participante de la Liga Deportiva de Adultos Jóvenes = 

$560 - $100 = $460 
• Militares, Veteranos, Socorristas:  $380 - $100 = $280 

Hay ayuda disponible para la incripción en caso de necesidades económicas limitadas. La solicitud para ayuda en la colegiatura esta incluída 
en el proceso de registro para todos los estudiantes. Póngase en contacto con el Instituto Beato Stanley Rother 

(rotherinstitute@archokc.org or 405-721-4208) para obtener más información. 

• Catequista voluntario parroquial: $380 - $100 = $280 
• Empleado de la arquidiócesis o de una parroquia/escuela/ministerio católico:    

$320 - $100 = $220 
• Sacerdote/Seminarista/Diácono/Religiosos (as) = Gratis 

El precio de la colegiatura es para todo el año académico e incluye una tarifa no reembolsable de $20 al inscribirse. Hay una beca de 
$100 además de otros descuentos para todos los estudiantes de este año piloto de la Escalera de Ascenso. 

Lily Bermudez y Mercedes Meráz, instructoras del programa del 
Instituto Franciscano en el Hogar, presentaron un taller del Día 
de Certificación Catequética el 9 de julio en la Iglesia Católica St. 
James the Greater en la ciudad de Oklahoma. Edgar García, Jason 
Fugikawa, Connie Jackson, Sophia Thiebaut y Erika Fraire, per-
sonal del Centro Pastoral Católico, organizaron el evento. Asistieron 
líderes de todas las parroquias de la Arquidiócesis de Oklahoma 
City. Fotos proporcionadas.



Sooner Catholic18   August 21, 2022

Briefs
Please contact organizers before 

attending. Find more briefs at  
archokc.org/briefs. 

Retreat in Daily Life
St. Ignatius of Loyola’s Retreat in 

Daily Life is offered throughout the 
Archdiocese of Oklahoma City from 
October to May. This weekly guid-
ed journey is rooted in Scripture 
and prayer. To learn more about 
the retreat and how to apply, visit 
archokc.org/spirituallife or con-
tact Nancy Vargas at navargas54@
gmail.com or Sherry Alexander at 
(405) 315-7559. Applications and 
interviews are conducted July 1 
through Aug. 31.  

            
Ad Altare Dei

The “Ad Altare Dei” is a program 
developed by the National Catho-
lic Committee on Scouting for Boy 
and Girl Scouts of the Catholic 
faith. There will be an information 
and registration meeting 6 p.m. 
Aug. 21 at Epiphany of the Lord 
Catholic Church, 7336 W. Brit-
ton Rd. in Oklahoma City. Week-
ly classes will meet at 6:30 p.m. 
Sundays beginning in September. 
Contact Mandy Brown at (405) 
722-2110 to RSVP or for more 
information.

Plant sale
The annual plant sale supporting 

the monks of St. Gregory’s Abbey 
is 8 a.m. – 1 p.m. (or until sold out) 
Aug. 27 at 1900 W. MacArthur St. 
in Shawnee. Cash or checks only. 

Married Couples Retreat
A Domestic Church Married 

Couples Retreat will be held Sept. 
2-5 in Oklahoma City. Register at 
domesticchurchfamilies.com. Con-
tact Brian and Kristy Simmons at 
domesticchurchokc@gmail.com or 
(405) 637-8231.

Blaze
Blaze, a Walking with Purpose 

ministry for tween/teen girls, 
begins Sept. 7 at The Cathedral of 
Our Lady of Perpetual Help. The 
20 weekly lessons are for girls 
in grades 6-9 who have already 
received the Sacrament of Confir-
mation. Register with Faith Reilly 
at freilly@cathedralokc.org; (405) 
523-3057 or cathedralokc.org/
youth/education-consent-form. 
Learn more about Blaze at   
walkingwithpurpose.com/blaze.

Memorial Mass 
A Memorial Mass to honor the 

memory of more than 62 million 
unborn children who have been 
the victims of abortion will be at 
9 a.m. Sept. 10 at St. Gregory’s 
Abbey, 1900 W. MacArthur St., 
Shawnee. Bishop David Konderla 
will be the celebrant at the Mass. 
The Mass is a part of the National 
Day of Remembrance for Aborted 
Children.

Annulment information session
Fr. Rick Stansberry will lead a 

general information session about 
annulments 3 p.m. – 5 p.m. Sept. 
11 in the Great Hall at St. John 
the Baptist Catholic Church, 900 
S. Littler Ave. in Edmond. Open to 
everyone. Contact the church at 
(405) 340-0691. 

 
Revival 

Corpus Christi Catholic Church 
will host a three-day “Walking with 
the Holy Spirit” revival Sept. 11-13 
at 1005 N.E. 15 St. in Oklahoma 
City. Fr. Anthony M. Bozeman, 
pastor of The Church of the Trans-
figuration in Los Angeles, will be 
the keynote speaker. The 11 a.m. 
Mass on Sept. 11 will include a 
celebration of the Feast of St.  
Peter Claver. Visit    
corpuschristichurchok.org.

Mass of Remembrance
The 2022 Mass of Remembrance 

will be 6 p.m. Sept. 15 at St. 
Francis of Assisi Catholic Church, 
1901 NW 18 St. in Oklahoma City. 
The Mass is in remembrance of 
those lost to suicide. Everyone is 
welcome. People who have expe-
rienced the loss of someone to 
suicide are invited to attend and 
celebrate their loved one’s life.

Catechetical Conference
The 2022 Catechetical Confer-

ence “This is My Body” is 8:30 
a.m. – 3 p.m. Sept. 17 at Bishop 
McGuinness Catholic High School, 
801 N.W. 50, in Oklahoma City. 
This archdiocesan event is for all 
those involved in children and 
youth ministries, RCIA, small dis-
cipleship groups and young adult 
ministry. This year parents are 
invited to join as they are the “first 
catechist.” For more information, 
visit archokc.org/catcon.

Red Mass
Archbishop Coakley invites ev-

eryone to the Red Mass for legal 
professionals at 6 p.m. Sept. 22 
at The Cathedral of Our Lady of 
Perpetual Help, 3214 N. Lake Ave. 
in Oklahoma City. Guest speaker is 
Vice-Chief Justice M. John Kane IV. 
Register at archokc.org/redmass.

Oktoberfest auction
Join parishioners at Holy Spirit 

Catholic Church in Mustang for 
the 8th annual Oktoberfest auction 
at 5:30 p.m. Sept. 24 at 1100 N. 
Sara Rd. in Mustang. Adults only 
(21+). Tickets $50, includes auc-
tion, dinner, drinks and games. 
Register at (405) 376-9435.

Day of Reflection
Day of Reflection, “A Widow’s 

Might; The Strength of Widows and 
Other Heroic Women of the Bible,” 
presented by Fr. Simeon Spitz, 
O.S.B., is 8:30 a.m. - 3 p.m. Sept. 
24 at St. Gregory’s Abbey, 1900 W. 
MacArthur St., Shawnee. Limited 

seating. Masks are recommended, 
but not required. Attendees must 
pre-register by e-mailing retreats@
monksok.org or call (405) 878-
5656. Cost $30 pre-paid or $35 at 
the door. Lunch included.

Blue Mass
Archbishop Coakley invites ev-

eryone to the Blue Mass for law en-
forcement and first responders at 
6 p.m. Sept 29 at The Cathedral of 
Our Lady of Perpetual Help, 3214 
N. Lake Ave. in Oklahoma City. 
Guest speaker is Dan Oblinger. 
Register at archokc.org/bluemass.

KOC retreat
The Knights of Columbus annu-

al retreat is 9 a.m. – 3 p.m. Oct. 
1 at the Catholic Pastoral Center, 
7501 Northwest Expressway in 
Oklahoma City. The guest speaker 
is Sr. Diane Koorie, R.S.M. Cost is 
$30, includes breakfast rolls and 
drinks, lunch, afternoon snacks 
and note taking materials. Send 
checks to Chris Victor, 4129 S. 
Tamarack Ave., Broken Arrow, OK 
74011. Make checks payable to 
Oklahoma State Council. Contact 
Michael Zinc at michael-the-j@att.
net for a retreat flyer. 

Bl. Karl symposium 
Join Bishop Athanasius Schnei-

der and other speakers for a sym-
posium on Bl. Karl von Habsburg 
of Austria-Hungary 9 a.m. – 3 p.m. 
Oct. 15 at the Plano Event Center, 
2000 E. Spring Creek, in Plano, 
Texas. Visit blessedkarl.org.   

Anniversary Mass
Archbishop Coakley invites 

married couples who celebrated 
milestone anniversaries (25, 40, 
50+) in the calendar year 2021 to 
participate in the annual Anniver-
sary Mass at 3 p.m. Oct. 16 at The 
Cathedral of Our Lady of Perpet-
ual Help, 3214 N. Lake Ave. in 
Oklahoma City. Register with Lisa 
Carrasco in the Office of Marriage 
and Family Life at (405) 709-2709. 
lcarrasco@archokc.org. 

Medical Mass 
Archbishop Coakley invites 

everyone to the Mass for Medical 
Professionals at 10 a.m. Oct. 22 
at The Cathedral of Our Lady of 
Perpetual Help, 3214 N. Lake Ave. 
in Oklahoma City. Guest speak-
er is Dr. Natalie King. Register at 
archokc.org/medicalmass.

Merciful mother’s retreat
A retreat for every stage of moth-

erhood “The Merciful Mama” is 9 
a.m. – 3 p.m. Oct. 22 at St. John 
Nepomuk Catholic Church, 600 
S. Garth Brooks Blvd. in Yukon. 
Retreat led by Lauren Nelson, cre-
ator of Gathering Manna. Cost $25 
pp. Childcare available; $10 per 
child (four or more children free). 
Register at sjnok.org/news. RSVP 
deadline Oct. 15.   

Day of Reflection
Day of Reflection, “The Gift of 

Stability in a Chaotic World,” pre-
sented by Abbot Lawrence Sta-
syzen, O.S.B., is 8:30 a.m. - 3 p.m. 
Oct. 22 at St. Gregory’s Abbey, 
1900 W. MacArthur St., Shawnee. 
Limited seating. Masks are recom-
mended, but not required. Attend-
ees must pre-register by e-mailing 
retreats@monksok.org or call (405) 
878-5656. Cost $30 pre-paid or 
$35 at the door. Lunch included.

Worldwide Marriage Encounter
Worldwide Marriage Encounter 

is having a weekend to strengthen 
and build up marriages Oct. 28-30 
at the Catholic Pastoral Center 
in Oklahoma City. Contact Bryan 
and Karen Berland at bkberland@
gmail.com or (405) 850-4274. Ap-
ply at meoklahoma.org.

Together in Holiness conference
A Together in Holiness con-

ference for married couples and 
engaged couples is 8 a.m. – 3 p.m. 
Oct. 29 at Christ the King Catholic 
Church, 8005 Dorset Dr. in Okla-
homa City. Archbishop Coakley 
will celebrate Mass at 8 a.m. Early 
bird pricing: $54 couple or $35 
individual ends Sept. 5. Regular 
pricing: $64 couple or $40 indi-
vidual. On-site childcare is $5 per 
child (2-12 years old). Register at 
togetherinholiness.org.

Craft fair - Norman
St. Mark the Evangelist Catholic 

Church Ladies Auxiliary in Nor-
man is preparing for their annual 
craft fair on Nov. 12 and is looking 
for vendors. Crafters and artisans 
interested in reserving a booth 
should contact Teri O’Dell at (405) 
250-2471.

Craft Fair - Mustang
Holy Spirit Catholic Church in 

Mustang is reserving vendor tables 
for the annual Altar Society Craft 
Fair from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. on Nov. 
12. Crafted and handmade items 
are highly encouraged. Contact 
Karen Lally for forms and more 
information at Klally50@gmail.com 
or (405) 488-8365.

 
Sidewalk advocates

Anyone interested in becoming 
a peaceful and prayerful sidewalk 
advocate can contact Julie Lewis 
at norman@golifemobilemedical.
com. Find more information at  
sidewalkadvocates.org.

Holy Innocents Chapel
The only freestanding 24/7 per-

petual adoration chapel in Oklaho-
ma City, dedicated to the protection 
of all life from conception until nat-
ural death, is seeking more dedi-
cated adorers. The chapel is located 
at 6114 N.W. 63 in Warr Acres. 
Contact Julie Mayfield (English), 
(405) 413-0272; Maria Santana 
(Spanish), (405) 664-3052.
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August 

21   Twenty-First Sunday in 
       Ordinary Time.

21   The Secular Franciscan Order 
       (OFS) St. Francis of Assisi 
       Fraternity of Central Okla-
       homa meets at 2 p.m. on the 
       third Sunday of the month 
       at St. Eugene Catholic 
       Church in Ross Hall. Interest-
       ed individuals can join. Con-
       tact Bill Full, OFS minister, at 
       billfull@cox.net.

21   Boy and Girl Scouts “Ad Al-
       tare Dei” meeting, 6 p.m., 
       Epiphany of the Lord Catho-
       lic Church, 7336 W. Britton 
       Rd., Oklahoma City. Contact 
       Mandy Brown, (405) 722-
       2110.

21   Pray the Rosary for Life, 6:30 
       p.m., Our Lady of Lebanon 
       Catholic Church, 500 Ala-
       meda St., Norman. Contact 
       Connie Lang, (405) 249-1041, 
       potato.lang@gmail.com.

22   The Queenship of the Bl. 
       Virgin Mary.

23   Feast of St. Rose of Lima.

24   Feast of St. Bartholomew.

Calendar
This calendar only covers the two weeks between issue dates and may not reflect all of the calendar items. To see a full calendar, go to soonercatholic.org.
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Bobby Stevens 
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405-534-0397 
bobby.stevens@kofc.org 
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Chad McAuliff 
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chad.mcauliff@kofc.org 
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Devon Soukup 
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5759, 6478, 8633, 14744
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This could be you! 
Career opportunities 

available in the 
Tulsa area.
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25    Feast of St. Joseph Calasanz.

25    Feast of St. Louis.

27    Feast of St. Monica.

27    Plant sale, 8 a.m., St. Greg-
        ory’s Abbey, 1900 W. MacAr-
        thur St., Shawnee. 

28    Twenty-Second Sunday in 
        Ordinary Time.

28    Pray the Rosary for Life, 6:30 
        p.m., Our Lady of Lebanon 
        Catholic Church, 500 Ala-
        meda St., Norman. Contact 
        Connie Lang, (405) 249-1041, 
        potato.lang@gmail.com.

29    The Passion of St. John the  
        Baptist.

September 

2      Domestic Church Married 
        Couples Retreat, Oklahoma 
        City. Contact Brian and 
        Kristy Simmons, (405) 637-
        8231.

2      First Friday Sacred Heart 
        Mass, 7 p.m., Catholic Pas-
        toral Center. Exposition of the 
        Blessed Sacrament 5:30 p.m.; 
        reconciliation prior to Mass. 
        Call (405) 721-8944, (405) 
        528-6252.

3    Feast of St. Gregory the Great.

3    Lay Missionaries of Charity 
      provides an explanation 
      through prayer and the 
      charism of St. Teresa of Cal-
      cutta. Meeting on the first    
      Saturday of the month at St.  

I am the Way, the Truth and the Life. John 14:6

DAILY: Adoration available every day from 6-7 a.m. and 8-9 p.m.

WEEKLY: Adoration available every week from Thursday 9 p.m. - Friday 3 p.m.

ST JOHN PAUL II DWELLING 
in the Good Shepherd Chapel
4113 S. Eastern Ave. Moore, OK 73160 

To sign up for an hour of Adoration, 
or for more information, contact:

Sr. Maria of the Trinity 
405.778.1107
srmaria@gospeloflifedisciples.org
GospelofLifeDisciples.org

    
AdorationEUCHARISTIC

     Ann for Holy Mass at 9:30, 
     adoration and the Rosary. On 
     the third Saturday of the 
     month the meeting is at Holy 
     Innocents’ conference room. 
     Contact Toni Harrelson at 
     (405) 341-2199, (405) 694-
    1291.



Sue Rother Bond, Blessed Stanley’s first 
cousin once removed, has contributed to the 
shrine in many ways. A museum on the shrine 
campus will feature her children’s book about 
Blessed Stanley. The 
biography, titled “Blessed 
Stanley Rother: An Ex-
traordinary Ordinary Life” 
has also been translated 
into Spanish by Bond’s 
daughter who lives in 
Mexico. 

As the beatification 
neared, Bond was looking 
for something that would 
get younger children 
excited about the historic 
event. 

“I grew up hearing sto-
ries about Blessed Stan-
ley and I loved them,” 
Bond explained. “I knew 
his many virtues would 
be relatable to young 
people, because he was a 
wonderful role model for 
me.”

Bond self-published the 
book so Blessed Stanley’s 
story could be shared 
quickly. Proceeds from 
book sales are donated 
to causes that Bond feels 
Blessed Stanley would 
approve of, including 
sending relief to Guate-
mala during the pandem-
ic. 

Additionally, the pro-
ceeds were used to 
establish a tree farm at 
the site of the shrine. For 
Bond, it was important to 
support causes that will 
serve to honor Blessed 
Stanley’s legacy. 

“When I began serv-
ing on the shrine board, 
I noticed numerous 
trees included in the 
architects’ rendering. 
Although there is a budget for landscaping, I 
realized that the number of trees would like-
ly not match with the landscaping budget,” 
Bond said. “My husband and I own 42 acres 

that had been mined for dirt and were barren. 
We learned economic ways to restore the land 
that included planting trees from bare root 
seedlings. 

So, we decided to do the same for the shrine 
and donated the tree farm. Now 3,000 seed-
lings and the watering system have produced 

many 12-foot trees.” 
The trees will be transplanted around the 

property, allowing Bond to help pay it forward 
to the visitors of the shrine. 

Bond’s relation to Blessed Stanley is like a 
puzzle. 

“Blessed Stanley’s mother, Gertrude Smith 
Rother married Blessed Stan’s father, Franz 
Rother, and my grandmother, Elizabeth Smith 
Rother, Gertrude’s sister, married my grandfa-
ther, Hank Rother, Franz’s uncle,” she ex-

plained. 
As part of the Rother 

family, Bond described 
her unique perspective on 
the shrine and the devo-
tion to Blessed Stanley. 

“I feel incredibly proud 
as a Rother and as an 
Oklahoman Catholic to 
see the shrine become a 
reality,” said Bond. “I also 
love the excitement the 
shrine has created in the 
Oklahoma City communi-
ty in general!”

The legacy of Bless-
ed Stanley is a strong 
presence in Oklahoma, 
and the dedication of the 
shrine is sure to amplify 
that legacy. Bond feels 
that Blessed Stanley 
would be happy to see 
how his legacy is working 
to bring people closer to 
God. 

“Blessed Stanley was 
a very humble man, but 
I do think he would be 
pleased to see more space 
for the overcrowded Okla-
homa parishes serving 
the Hispanic Catholic 
community,” she said. 
“The shrine’s presence 
is a beautiful way to give 
glory to God and provide 
a wonderful manifestation 
of the Catholic faith.” 

Patrick Rother, Blessed 
Stanley’s nephew, is excit-
ed about the opening and 
dedication of the shrine 
as well. 

“It’s great for Oklahoma 
Catholics,” Rother said. 
“It will highlight a good 

man and how his example is something we 
can all do.”

Sally Linhart is a freelance writer for the 
Sooner Catholic.
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Rother family reflects on Bl. Stanley Rother Shrine 

Sue Rother Bond and her husband Jim planted trees at their tree farm earlier this year. The 
trees will be transplanted around the Bl. Stanley Rother Shrine property. Photos provided.

Sue Rother Bond delivered her children’s 
book on Bl. Stanley Rother to children in San-
tiago, Atitlan.

Sue Rother Bond, Sr. Marita Rother, A.S.C., 
Tom Rother and Marti Rother at the Bl. Stan-
ley Rother Shrine campus.


