
Faithful Catholics around the 
world are mourning the loss of 

Pope Emeritus 
Benedict XVI, 
who passed 
away peaceful-
ly the morning 
of Dec. 31, 
2022. 

Joseph Aloi-
sius Ratzinger 
was born April 
16, 1927, and 
held the papa-

cy from April 19, 2005, to April 
13, 2013, when he resigned 

For the first time since his 
death in 1981, Blessed Stan-
ley Rother will lie in state at 
a public overnight vigil before 

being interred in the chapel at the new 
Blessed Stanley Rother Shrine in Okla-
homa City.

The vigil will begin with vespers (eve-
ning prayer) at 5 p.m. led by Archbishop 
Coakley and priests of the archdiocese. 

Beginning Jan. 29, Catholic 
schools in Oklahoma and across 
the nation will be celebrated for 
their commitment to faith, service 
and excellence during National 
Catholic Schools Week.

The National Catholic Educa-

tional Association, the organi-
zation dedicated to supporting 
Catholic school administrators, 
teachers and students, explains 
that the Catholic school, like the 
Catholic Church, is not a building 
or an institution; it is the people.

The NCEA, which serves as 
the voice for Catholic education, 
assigns a different theme to every 
day of National Catholic Schools 

Week. Each day is dedicated to 
celebrating one of the many facets 
of Catholic education.

At Saint Mary Catholic School in 
Ponca City, the commitment to ed-
ucating the whole person in mind, 
body and spirit is evident in the 
degree of sacrifice and dedication 
of the staff. 

Principal Wade Laffey lists small-
er class sizes, individual attention 

and greater accountability as a few 
attributes of Catholic education; 
however, he believes it is the focus 
on Christ that puts the education-
al aspects into perspective. 

Laffey explained that schools in 
the Archdiocese of Oklahoma City, 
including Saint Mary, “are run by 
individuals who absolutely believe 

Sooner Catholic
soonercatholic.org  archokc.orgJanuary 29, 2023    

Go Make Disciples

Celebrating faith, service, excellence 
during National Catholic Schools Week

By Diane Clay 
The Sooner Catholic

By Sally Linhart 
The Sooner Catholic

By Everett Brazil, III 
The Sooner Catholic

Bl. Stanley Rother 
vespers, public 
vigil to honor 

Oklahoma 
martyr

Catholic Schools Week Jan. 29 - Feb. 4

Church mourns 
loss of former 

pope, theologian

continued on page 5

continued on page 12

continued on page 20

Pope Emeritus 
Benedict XVI

Rother Vespers & Vigil
5 p.m. Feb. 12 – 5 a.m. Feb. 13
The Cathedral of Our Lady of Perpetual Help 
3214 N. Lake Ave.

Open to the public
Doors open at 4 p.m.; Enter through south door
Find more information at:
rothershrine.org/vespers-vigil
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Additional coverage of 
Church and archdiocesan 
news and events, only on 
soonercatholic.org.

a To send photos, event 
information or story ideas, 
e-mail communications@
archokc.org. 

a May the good works 
of Catholic schools reveal 
Christ’s love to others. 
We pray to the Lord. Lord, 
hear our prayers.

a The Archdiocese of Okla-
homa City, the Diocese of 
Tulsa and St. Gregory’s Ab-
bey have launched the Okla-
homa Catholic Native Schools 
Project to better understand 
the history and experiences 
of native students in Oklaho-
ma Catholic boarding schools 
from 1880 to 1965. To con-
tribute documents, photo-
graphs or an oral history 
to the project, e-mail info@
oknativeschoolsproject.org. 
Learn more at archokc.org/
oknativeschoolsproject.

a An Emmaus Ministry 
spiritual retreat for grieving 
parents is 9:30 a.m. – 6:30 
p.m. April 1 at the Catholic 
Pastoral Center, 7501 North-
west Expressway in Oklaho-
ma City. This Catholic minis-
try serves the spiritual needs 
of parents whose children of 
any age died by any cause, 
no matter how long ago. 
Space is limited. Register at 
emfgp.org.

Find more 
news on the 

website

Archbishop Coakley’s Calendar
The following events are part of Archbishop Coakley’s official calendar.

Put Out Into the Deep
Luke 5:4

Each year in January, we take time to pray with and 
for Christians worldwide during the Week of Prayer 
for Christian Unity, which is observed in the Northern 
Hemisphere this year from Jan. 18-25. 

The theme for 2023 was “Do Good; Seek Justice,” 
chosen by the Minnesota Council of Churches to 
encourage prayer for racial healing and reconciliation. 
Following unrest and violence in communities across 
the country, especially after the death of George 
Floyd, many Christian churches sharpened their 
commitment to rooting out the sin of racism and ad-
vocating for reconciliation. The Catholic Church has 
been among the leaders in advocating and promoting 
human dignity and ending the sin of racism from the 
civil rights movement to sustaining systems that build 
up instead of tear down marginalized communities 
worldwide. 

The theme, taken from the first chapter of Isaiah, 
reflects the prophet’s concern for the oppressed who 
suffer from injustice and inequality fed by hypocrisy 
that leads to disunity. He teaches that God requires 
righteousness and justice from all of us, to create the 
peace and unity that God desires. These virtues orig-
inate in God’s love for all, and racism runs counter 
to this vision. Isaiah’s challenge to do good and seek 
justice together still applies to us today.

Following the 16th century Reformation, Christian 
communities divided at a dizzying pace. While most 
Christians believe that scripture is clear on the Lord’s 
intention to found but one church, Christianity has 
nonetheless fragmented into thousands of different 
denominations and sects.

The prayer for Christian unity was given to us by 
Jesus himself, in his discourse to the apostles during 
the Last Supper. Addressing the Father, Jesus asked 
this for his disciples: “that they may be one, as you, 
Father are in me and I am in you, may they also be in 
us, so that the world may believe that you sent me” 
(John 17:21). Thus, Christian unity is a mirror of the 
unity of the Trinity and a vital element in the evangeli-
zation of the world.

The work of Christian unity is called ecumenism, a 
word derived from Greek and referencing the whole 
inhabited world. As Christian missionaries spread 
into Africa and Asia, especially in the 19th century, 
the shame of disunity proved a daunting obstacle to 
conversions. In 1910, mainstream Protestant church-
es met in a World Missionary Conference and began 
dialog with one another to discern the core Christian 
message that united them all.

Catholic concern for unity with other Christians is 
longstanding, although for many centuries concerned 

first and foremost the 
unfortunate conflicts 
with the great Orthodox 
Churches in the east. 
In time, the scope of 
Catholic prayers for uni-
ty broadened. In1894, 
Pope Leo XIII encour-
aged Catholics to participate in an annual Prayer 
Octave for Unity following the Feast of Pentecost. 

In 1907, Father Paul Wattson and Sister Lurana 
White – converts from Anglicanism –

began working with an English clergyman, Rev. 
Spencer Jones, and founded the Octave of Christian 
Unity, observed each January. 

As the Second Vatican Council’s Decree on Ecu-
menism noted in 1964, prayer is the soul of the ecu-
menical movement. While common works of charity 
and coordinated efforts to effect social change are 
significant pieces of ecumenism, unless Christians 
find common ground for prayer and worship, the ecu-
menical movement cannot hope to lead us to reunion. 
For Catholics, this includes a common understanding 
of the Eucharist, a shared understanding of Church 
ministry and authority and reverence for the sanctity 
of life. 

Since Vatican II, Catholics have become particularly 
concerned about the ongoing erosion of protection for 
human life, especially attempts to normalize abortion 
and the pernicious spread of euthanasia. We seek 
ecumenical partners who will join us in prayer and 
common efforts to combat these and other assaults 
and on human life and dignity. 

Unless efforts toward Christian unity embrace 
solidarity with the most vulnerable of Jesus’ brothers 
and sisters, then it is but a self serving, hollow offer-
ing. Fortunately, we are not alone among Christians; 
many churches and Christian communities join us 
to promote the cause of life and advance respect for 
human dignity. 

In the Archdiocese of Oklahoma City, local parish-
es are encouraged to engage their neighbors of other 
faiths in common prayer and advocacy for peace and 
respect for life. Each year, Christians of many faith 
communities gather at the Oklahoma State Capitol for 
the Oklahoma March for Life and for Rose Day, a day 
to speak on behalf of the sanctity of life. 

Truly, there are many opportunities to meet and 
pray with other believers, always aware that prayer 
for Christian unity is, essentially, the prayer of Jesus 
Christ.

Archbishop Paul S. Coakley

“Do Good; Seek Justice”

Prayer for the Unborn
Heavenly Father, 

you created us in your own 
image, and you desire that 
not even the least among us 

should perish. In your love for 
us, you entrusted your only 
son to the Virgin Mary. Now, 
in your love, protect against 
the wickedness of the devil, 

those little ones to whom you 
have given the gift of life. 

Amen.

@archokc

Archdiocese of 
Oklahoma City

Arquidiócesis de 
Oklahoma CityJan. 29 – Confirmation, 10:45 a.m., St. Matthew Catholic Church, Elk City

Jan. 31 – Mass, 11:30 a.m., St. Francis de Sales Chapel at Catholic Pastoral Center
Jan. 31 – Archdiocesan Personnel Board meeting, 2 p.m., CPC
Feb. 1 – School Mass, 8:20 a.m., St. Mary Catholic School, Ponca City
Feb. 1 – Confirmation – 6 p.m., St. John Nepomuk Catholic Church, Yukon
Feb. 2 – School Mass, 8:15 a.m., Christ the King Catholic School, OKC
Feb. 2 – Assembly of Catholic Professionals luncheon, 11 a.m., Downtown Petroleum Club, OKC
Feb. 2 – Bl. Stanley Rother Shrine Dedication Executive Committee meeting, 3 p.m., CPC
Feb. 3 – School Mass, 10 a.m., Cristo Rey OKC Catholic High School
Feb. 4 – Mass for Sembradores de la Fe, 8:15 a.m., CPC
Feb. 4 – Green Tie Gala, 6 p.m., National Cowboy & Western Heritage Museum, OKC
Feb. 5 – Confirmation, 4 p.m., Christ the King Catholic Church, OKC
Feb. 6 – Vespers and dinner with priests of Diocese of Tulsa, 6 p.m., Holy Family Cathedral, Tulsa
Feb. 7 – Presbyteral Council meeting, 9:30 a.m., CPC
Feb. 7 – Mass, 11:30 a.m., St. Francis de Sales Chapel at CPC
Feb. 7 – Vocations Board meeting, 3 p.m., CPC
Feb. 8 – Rose Day at the Oklahoma State Capitol, 10:30 a.m.

Week of Prayer for Christian Unity 

Saint Gregory’s Abbey in Shawnee 
will host a series of monthly Days 
of Reflection on the Eucharistic 
Revival throughout 2023. 

“Our desire is to be of service 
to the local Church. This is our 

way to participate in the call for Eucharistic 
Revival by the bishops of the United States and 
to provide the faithful with the opportunity to 
learn more about the Eucharist to increase 
their own devotion,” said Brother Damian Wha-
len, O.S.B., who led the first Day of Reflection 
“The Gift of the Eucharist” on Jan. 28. The first 
retreat was fully booked already one month 
before the registration deadline. 

This series highlights the meaning of the 
Eucharist for the Church and each individual 
Christian, as emphasized in the document by 
the United States Conference of Catholic Bish-
ops, “The Mystery of the Eucharist in the Life 
of the Church.” 

Brother Damian encouraged the participants 
to be active in their personal pursuit by down-
loading the full document, usccb.org/resourc-
es/mystery-eucharist-life-church, and utilizing 
resources on the Eucharistic Revival website, 
eucharisticrevival.org.

“The Eucharist is the greatest gift that Jesus 
left us,” explained Brother Damian, citing Pope 
Benedict XVI. “Eucharist identifies us as Chris-
tians and Catholics. It is increasingly chal-
lenging to be a Christian and a Catholic in the 
secular world; a society that seemingly has no 
faith. We need the Eucharist to help us deepen 
our commitment to Christ.”

Brother Damian emphasized the importance 
of receiving Christ in the Eucharist with a sin-
cere and open heart, as he recalled the words 
of Jesus to Saint Faustina: “When I come to 
a human heart in Holy Communion,” he said, 
“My hands are full of all kinds of graces which I 
want to give to the soul. But souls do not even 
pay attention to me; they leave me to myself 
and busy themselves with other things. ... 
They treat me as a dead object.” (Diary of Saint 
Faustina, 1385).

Brother Damian further addressed the 
results of the Pew study from Aug. 5, 2019, 
which stated that 69% of Catholics do not be-
lieve in the real presence of Jesus in the Holy 
Eucharist. 

“With the Days of Reflection on Eucharistic 
Revival here at the Abbey we want to help re-
establish and deepen the understanding what 
the Eucharist is and how important it is in our 
lives as Catholics,” he said. “Participating in 
the Days of Reflection helps you step outside of 
the everyday distractions, focus your concen-
tration and be more attentive to your spiritual 
growth.” 

Brother Damian stressed the importance of 
silence, which the third retreat on April 1 will 
be devoted in a particular way. Abbot Lawrence 
Stasyszen, O.S.B., 
abbot of Saint 
Gregory’s Abbey, 
will lead the par-
ticipants to redis-
cover the spirit of 
silence, with short 
reflections and 
resources provid-
ed for personal 
meditation and 
a closer encoun-
ter with the Lord 
throughout the 
day. 

“We believe 
in the value of 
silence and that 
people don’t have 
much opportu-
nity for it. There 
is so much noise 
in the world. The 
faithful need the 
opportunity to 
get away from the 
iPhone, TV and 
social media,” he 
said. “We invite 
all people to at-
tend. At all Days 
of Reflection, we 
will have time for 
the Eucharistic 
Adoration.”

The four spring 
retreats will guide 
the participants 
to deepen and 
strengthen their 
relationship with 
Jesus Christ in 
the Eucharist - 

his sacrifice of love, and to better understand 
the opportunity the Eucharist offers everyone 
to be conformed to the image of Christ. The 
retreats in the summer, fall and winter of 2023 
will build on the spring events. They will ad-
dress a wide array of more specific topics, e.g., 
The Eucharist and the devotion to the Sacred 
Heart of Jesus by Brother Peter Shults, O.S.B., 
and other topics to be announced soon. 

Jad Ziolkowska is a freelance writer for the 
Sooner Catholic.
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The Bl. Stanley Rother Shrine is 
looking for dedicated volunteers to 
serve in various capacities before 
and after the dedication. Whether 
it be volunteering in the museum 
or gift shop, welcoming groups 
of pilgrims to the shrine, usher-
ing people inside of the beautiful 
church, showing visitors around 
the campus or any of the many 
other opportunities available, visit 
rothershrine.org/volunteer for more 
information about serving.

Rother shrine update

Days of Reflection focus on Eucharistic Revival
By Jad Ziolkowska 
The Sooner Catholic

The Gift of the Eucharist - January 28th
Presenter- Br. Damian Whalen, OSB

Pope Benedict XVI teaches us that the Eucharist is “the greatest 
gift that Jesus left us.” This day will offer some time to reflect on the 

Eucharist as gift and what that means for our lives as Christians and 
our relationship with Jesus and each other.

The Great Sacrifice of Love - February 25th
Presenter- Abbot Lawrence Stasyszen, OSB

Pope Francis reminds us, “In the Eucharist, Christ is always renew-
ing His gift of self, which He made on the Cross. His whole life is 

an act of total sharing of self out of love.” This day will focus on the 
sacrificial nature of the Eucharist, and explore ways in which we can 

unite ourselves during Lent to Christ’s great sacrifice of love.

A Day of Silence at the Abbey 
Preparing for Easter - April 1st

Facilitator- Abbot Lawrence Stasyszen, OSB
As we prepare to celebrate the Paschal Mystery during Holy Week 

and Easter, spend some time in quiet reflection on the High Priestly 
Prayer of Jesus at the Last Supper.

Transformation in Christ - April 29th
Presenter- Br. Damian Whalen, OSB

Through Baptism we have become adopted children of God who have 
“put on the new self ” and are being “renewed…in the image of our 
creator.” (Col. 3:10). Our participation in the Eucharistic life of the 

Church provides a significant means to bring about our transforma-
tion into the “full stature of Christ.” This day will focus on the call to 

be conformed to the image of Christ.

St. Gregory’s Abbey
1900 W. MacArthur Street - Shawnee, OK 74804

www.monksok.org - 405.878.5656
retreats@monksok.org

Registration information:
Each session is $30 per person (lunch is 

included) if prepaid, or $35 if paid at door. 
Pre-Registration is required at 405.878.5656, 
retreats@monksok.org, scan QR code below, 

or go online to www.monksok.org.

The Eucharistic Revival
Days of Reflection 2023

Schedule:
Mass in Abbey Church - 8:30 a.m.

Registration (in Conference Center)- 9:15 a.m. 
Morning Session- 9:30 a.m. - 11:30 a.m.
Midday Prayer and Lunch - 12:00 p.m.

Afternoon Session- 1:15 p.m. - 2:15 p.m.
Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament- 2:30 p.m.

Scan to register 
and pay online.

The Bishops of the United States have launched 
a three year Eucharistic Revival whose mission 

and vision is “to renew the Church by enkindling 
a living relationship with the Lord Jesus Christ 

in the Holy Eucharist” by inspiring a “movement 
of Catholics across the United States who are 
healed, converted, formed, and unified by an 

encounter with Jesus in the Eucharist—and who 
are then sent out on mission ‘for the life of the 

world.’ ” 

The topics of St. Gregory’s Abbey’s Spring and 
Summer, 2023 Days of Reflection will focus on 

the significance of the Eucharist 
in the life of the Church.

Feb. 9 – School Mass, 8:15 a.m., St. Eugene  
Catholic School, OKC 
Feb. 9 – Senior Staff meeting, 10:30 a.m., CPC 
Feb. 9 – Bl. Stanley Rother Shrine Building  
Committee meeting, 2 p.m., CPC
Feb. 9 – Catholic Foundation Board of Directors 
meeting, 3 p.m., CPC 
Feb. 9 – Confirmation, 7 p.m., St. Francis of Assisi 
Catholic Church, OKC
Feb. 11 – Mass and lunch with Sisters of Mercy,  
10 a.m., Tulsa
Feb. 11 – Mass, 5:30 p.m., Holy Angels Catholic 
Church, OKC
Feb. 11 – Magic at the Mount, 6:30 p.m., Omni 
OKC Hotel
Feb. 12 – Vespers and all-night vigil with remains 
of Bl. Stanley Rother, 5 p.m., The Cathedral of Our 
Lady of Perpetual Help

Archbishop Coakley’s 
Calendar continued
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From the Archives …

ARCHDIOCESE OF OKLAHOMA CITY ARCHIVES

With the closing of 
Saint Michael Catho-
lic Church in Goltry, 

another small rural parish is 
confined to history. However, 
the beautiful structure that was 
home to this community was 
the source of sacramental life in 
the area since 1927. Children 
were baptized, received First 
Communion, and Confirmation, 
adults were married and buried 
there; so, the ending of its life 
as a parish is not without pain 
to those whose memories of the 
faith have always been tied to 
the church.

The history of the parish is 
typical of the spirit of early 
settlers in the new state. The 
original church was construct-
ed on the plot where the parish 
cemetery is today. Beginning in 
1903, Czech families gathered 
under the care of Monsignor 
Gustave Depreitere, pastor of 
Saint Francis Xavier Catholic 
Church in Enid. 

In the year of statehood, 
another building was erect-
ed at the present site. Soon a 
rectory and convent were built, 
and the parish received its first 
resident pastor in Father Alfred 
Deckmyn in 1912. Tragically, 
the church and rectory were 
destroyed by fire in 1925, and 
being wooden structures, they 
were consumed quickly. The 

pastor, Father Hulshoff, 
lost everything he 
owned in the fire but 
quickly started the 

process of rebuild-
ing. At this juncture 
there were about 
35 families who 
belonged to the 
church.

The result of his 
work is the classic 
and attractive de-
sign that stands out 
on the landscape of 
the prairie. The ar-
chitect was Harold 
Gemino of Norman, 
who also designed 
the first Catholic 
student center, Ma-
ter Admirabilis, on 
the campus of the 
University of Okla-
homa. 

A parish hall was 
added in 1931, and 
in 1942, a convent 
for four Benedictine 
sisters who came to be involved 
in the community helping with 
religious education and home 
visitations was added. 

Father Bernie Havlik was the 
pastor in 1951 and had the 
idea of opening a church in 
Ringwood, just 11 miles south 
of Goltry. It was dedicated with 
the name Saint Ethlebert, due 
to the instructions of the donor. 
It was not successful, however, 
and closed in 1968. Resident 
pastors were the norm, and as 
of 1955, Goltry was a town of 
eight hundred people and an 
agricultural center for the main 
crop of wheat. However, inevi-

table change occurred, and the 
town now is approximately two 
hundred residents.

When Saint Gregory the Great 
Catholic Church was estab-
lished in Enid in 1971, Goltry 
became its mission and the 
pastor no longer resided on the 
premises.

The number of parishioners 
attending Mass soon dwindled 
to eight and the ability to main-
tain the facility became unten-
able. On Nov. 13, 2022, the last 
Mass was celebrated at Saint 
Michael’s, closing the book on 
more than one hundred years 
of service to the town of Goltry.

A photo series from George Rigazzi, archdiocesan archivist

“Conversations with people who are 
making a difference in Oklahoma”
        

Jan. 31 and Feb. 1: “An Ordinary Martyr” The 
Life and Ministry of Blessed Stanley Rother.”

Feb. 7 and Feb. 8: Leif Arvidson, executive  
director, Bl. Stanley Rother Shrine.

Feb. 14 and Feb. 15: Jad Ziolkowska, Ph.D., 
professor, University of Oklahoma and parishio-
ner, St. Joseph Catholic Church, Norman

Feb. 21 and Feb. 22: Very Rev. Boniface Cope-
lin, associate to the Abbott, St. Gregory’s Abbey 
(part 1)

Feb. 28 and March 1: Very Rev. Boniface Co-
pelin, associate to the Abbott, St. Gregory’s Abbey 
(part 2)

“Make Straight the Way” broadcasts on Oklaho-
ma Catholic Radio Tuesdays at 3:30 p.m. and 7:30 
p.m. and Wednesdays at 3:30 p.m. Listen online 
at okcr.org.

St. Michael Catholic Church, Goltry.

OKLAHOMA CITY & TULSAOKLAHOMA CITY & TULSA
Oklahoma City - 97.3 FM

Tulsa - 94.9 FM

AROUND THE STATEAROUND THE STATE
Broken Arrow - 102.9 FM

Clinton - 98.3 FM
Edmond - 100.9 FM
Elk City - 100.7 FM
Lawton - 88.3 FM

Ringwood - 104.9 FM
Enid - 104.9 FM

Shawnee - 107.1 FM
Woodward - 93.3 FM

SPANISH STATIONSSPANISH STATIONS
East OKC - 97.7 FM
West OKC - 99.3 FM

LISTEN ONLINE
okcr.org/listen

“Make Straight the Way”
hosted by Dcn. Larry Sousa

as pontiff. During his life, he au-
thored a large body of work that is 
still revered by the Church, includ-
ing on the liturgy.

“He was involved in the Second 
Vatican Council, a brilliant theolo-
gian with a great love for our Lord, 
who was committed to the ortho-
dox living out of our faith,” said 
Father Carson Krittenbrink, pastor 
of Saint Mary Catholic Church in 
Ponca City and Saint Francis of 
Assisi Catholic Church in Newkirk.

As part of the Second Vatican 
Council, it was his effort to bring 
the traditions of the Church into 
a modern era, to reach out to new 
generations.

“What stands out to me is 
Pope Benedict had a vision of the 
Church that would continue into 
the future for eternity which was 
the promise of Jesus itself,” said 
Father Zachary Boazman, asso-
ciate director of the Secretariat 
for Divine Worship, Archdiocese 
of Oklahoma City. “That doesn’t 
mean the Church had to be stag-
nant or change with the times. The 
Second Vatican Council, for him, 

was the sign of 
hope and his 
whole theolog-
ical program 
was to bring the 
Church into the 
modern age, 
with the time-
less tradition of 
the Church.”

To honor his 
memory and leg-
acy, the Archdi-
ocese of Oklaho-
ma City sent out 
communications 
to all parishes 
to hold a memo-
rial Mass in his 
honor, which 
also included 
novenas.

“The archdio-
cese, after hear-
ing the news, 
came up with 
a coordinated 
effort across the 
archdiocese to bring people to pray 
for his soul, giving thanks to his 
ministry,” Father Boazman said. 

The Cathedral of Our Lady of 
Perpetual Help held a funeral Mass 
on Jan. 2, and parishes across 
the archdioceses held their own 
services.

Ponca City and Newkirk parish-
ioners held a service on Jan. 5 
at Saint Francis 
of Assisi Cath-
olic Church in 
Newkirk.

“We talked 
about his life and 
legacy, his es-
says, speeches, 
his books and his 
calling for univer-
sal holiness,” Fa-
ther Krittenbrink 
said.

Holy Family 
Catholic Church 
in Lawton also 
held memorials.

“We had vespers 
for the dead, and 
the next day, we 
had a mourn-
ing mass,” said 
Father Phil Seeton, pastor of Holy 
Family Catholic Church in Law-
ton. “We had a portrait, and the 
frame was wrapped with the black 
crepe.” 

In addition to Vespers Wednes-
day and the Memorial Mass 
Thursday, parishioners held a 
special Eastern Orthodox and 
Byzantine Rite Mass, in what 

is referred to as a “Panachida.” 
During the Mass, the names of 
those who have passed are read 

aloud, he said. 
They are celebrat-
ed five times per 
year in what are 
referred to as “All 
Souls Saturdays.”

“We had people 
coming from a 
distance – Tuttle, 
McLoud, Oklaho-
ma City, and there 
were some local 
people as well,” Fa-
ther Seeton said.

Saint Francis 
of Assisi Catholic 
Church and Holy 
Family Catholic 
Church are only 
two examples of 
the outpouring of 
prayers that came 

from the universal Church.
“What’s amazing to me is he had 

66 books, 71 years of homilies, 
enumerable essays, three encyc-
licals, four exhortations and it all 
boiled down the four words at his 
death: ‘I love you, Jesus,’” Father 
Krittenbrink said.

Everett Brazil, III is a freelance 
writer for the Sooner Catholic.
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Church mourns loss of former pope, theologian
continued from page 1

Archbishop Coakley celebrated a Memorial Mass for Pope 
Emeritus Benedict XVI on Jan. 2 at The Cathedral of Our 
Lady of Perpetual Help. Photos Avery Holt/Sooner Catholic.

St. Monica Catholic Church in 
Edmond placed black bunting 
over the central church door to 
signify mourning for the death 
of a pope. Photo provided.

Archbishop Coakley’s statement on the 
passing of Pope Benedict XVI:

“Pope Benedict XVI was among the greatest theologians of our time, having a profound influence on our appreciation of the call to holiness for ev-
ery baptized person and the obligation as disciples to live as humble servants and seekers of truth. I was blessed by his appointment as Archbishop 
of Oklahoma City in 2010 and my episcopacy has been guided by, among other things, his crystal-clear teaching and his love for the sacred liturgy. 
We entrust this humble servant to the merciful hands of God that he may be welcomed into the glory of paradise and find eternal rest and everlast-
ing peace.”
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On Saturday, Jan. 21, hundreds 
of people from across the state 
of Oklahoma gathered to attend 

the annual Sanctity of Life Mass at 
Saint Joseph Old Cathedral in down-
town Oklahoma City, and to participate 
in the first Oklahoma March for Life 
since the overturning of the Roe v. Wade 
Supreme Court decision, which rele-
gated laws concerning abortion to state 
governments. More than 500 marchers 
took to the streets of downtown Oklaho-
ma City to walk to the Oklahoma State 
Capitol to advocate for the sanctity of 
life.

The march concluded with remarks 
from Archbishop Coakley and Owen 
Nease, Ph.D., who encouraged the 
crowd to keep working toward the goal 
of supporting and protecting the dignity 
of every human life from conception to 
natural death. 

“We still have much work to do,” 
proclaimed Archbishop Coakley to the 
crowd gathered at the steps of the state 
capitol. “In this new post-Roe v. Wade 
era, we must stand for the dignity and 
sanctity of all life; from conception to its 
natural end.”

Archbishop Coakley continued by 
thanking the members of the Oklahoma 
government and legislature who worked 
to pass bills protecting the lives of un-
born children, but rebuked the con-
tinued and consistent use of the death 
penalty in the state.

“Oklahoma has one of the most active 
death chambers in the country,” ex-
plained Archbishop Coakley. “Our own 
actions, even our own sinful actions, 
cannot strip us of the dignity God has 
given to us when he created us in his 
own image and likeness. We are pre-
cious in God’s sight – no matter our sins 
and no matter our crimes.”

Learn more about the multitude of 
pro-life ministries of the Archdiocese of 
Oklahoma City by visiting archokc.org/
respectlife.

Photos Chris Porter/Sooner Catholic.

Oklahoma March for Life
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“We still have 
much work to do.”

Archbishop Coakley
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Peter de Keratry

Peter de Keratry is the exec-
utive director of the Secretari-
at for Stewardship and Devel-
opment for the archdiocese 
and executive director of The 
Catholic Foundation of Okla-
homa. He has been with the 
archdiocese since July 2016. 
His role is to encourage finan-
cial generosity and ensure the 
many ministries of the arch-
diocese have the funding they 
need to function effectively. 
His hobbies include music, 
traveling and most important-
ly being a father to his kids.

Archbishop Coakley and Archbishop Beltran celebrated Mass for the Perpetual Profession of Vows for three Dominican 
Sisters on Jan. 1 at St. Andrew Dung-Lac Catholic Church in Oklahoma City. The three Dominican Sisters who pro-
fessed their final vows are Sr. Anna Lan Thi Nguyen, O.P., Sr. Maria Huyen To Thi Nguyen, O.P., and Sr. Maria Ngoc 
Bich Nguyen, O.P. The sisters are from Viet Nam and members of the Congregation of Dominican Sisters of Go Vap. 
Photos Chris Porter/Sooner Catholic.
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Learn more about Catholic schools in the 
Archdiocese of Oklahoma City at archokc.org/schools.
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St. Joseph 
Catholic School 
PreK – 5th Grade 

110 N. Madison St. 
Enid 73701 

(580) 242-4449 
stjosephschoolenid.com 

Holy Trinity 
Catholic School 
PreK-3 – 8th Grade 

211 W. Missouri 
Okarche 73762 
(405) 263-4422 
holytrinityok.org

Sacred Heart 
Catholic School 
PreK-3 – 6th Grade 
210 S. Evans Ave. 

El Reno 73036 
(405) 262-2284 

sacredheartelreno.com 

St. John Nepomuk 
Catholic School 
PreK-3 – 8th Grade 

600 S. Garth Brooks Blvd. 
Yukon 73099 

(405) 354-2509 
sjnok.org/school 

St. Elizabeth Ann Seton 
Catholic School 
PreK – 8th Grade 
925 S. Boulevard 
Edmond 73083 
(405) 348-5364 

stelizabethedmond.org

All Saints 
Catholic School 
PreK – 8th Grade 

4001 36 Ave. N.W. 
Norman 73072 
(405) 447-4600 

allsaintsnorman.org

St. Philip Neri 
Catholic School 
PreK-3 – 8th Grade 

1121 Felix Place 
Midwest City 73110 

(405) 737-4496 
stphilipnerischool.com

St. Mary 
Catholic School 
PreK-3 – 8th Grade 

415 S. 7 
Ponca City 74601 
(580) 765-4387 

stmaryspsok.com  

St. Charles Borromeo 
Catholic School 
PreK-3 – 8th Grade 
5000 N. Grove Ave. 

OKC 73122 
(405) 789-0224 
stcharlesokc.net

Rosary 
Catholic School 
PreK-3 – 8th Grade 

1919 N.W. 18 
OKC 73106 

(405) 525-9272 
rosaryschool.com 

Mount St. Mary 
Catholic High School 

2801 S. Shartel Ave. 
OKC 73109 

(405) 631-8865 
mountstmary.org 

Cristo Rey OKC 
Catholic High School 

900 N. Portland Ave. 
OKC 73107 

(405) 945-9100
cristoreyokc.org 

Bishop John Carroll 
Catholic School 
PreK-3 – 8th Grade 

1100 N.W. 32 
OKC 73118 

(405) 525-0956  
bjccs.org 

Bishop McGuinness 
Catholic High School 

801 N.W. 50 
OKC 73118 

(405) 842-6638 
bmchs.org 

Sacred Heart 
Catholic School 
PreK-4 – 8th Grade 
2700 S. Shartel Ave. 

OKC 73109 
(405) 634-5673 

sacredheartokc.org 

Saint James the Greater 
Catholic School 
PreK-3 – 8th Grade 

1224 S.W. 41
OKC 73109 

(405) 636-6810 
stjamesokc.com 

Good Shepherd 
Catholic School 

For children with autism 
spectrum disorders, 

neurological disorders 
13404 N. Meridian Ave. 

OKC 73120 
(405) 752-2264 

Christ the King 
Catholic School 
PreK-3 – 8th Grade 
1905 Elmhurst Ave. 

OKC 73120 
(405) 843-3909 
ckschool.com

Catholic School 
of St. Eugene 

PreK-3 – 8th Grade 
2400 W. Hefner Rd. 

OKC 73120 
(405) 751-0067 

steugeneschool.org 

As parents and teachers, we often 
ask children what they want to be 
when they grow up. As parents, 
we start thinking of the potential 
answer long before our children 
can answer for themselves. For 

many, the question was first asked at the child’s 
baptism, “What do you want for this child?” The 
answer, of course, has a depth beyond just the 
immediate response of “Baptism.” It is an emo-
tional moment; we reflect on all that is to 
come for this child entrusted to 
our care. We want our child 
to be cleansed of original 
sin and marked as 
a child of God for 
eternity. We want 
this child to have 
heaven opened 
to them and to 
choose it for 
themselves 
by their faith 
and actions. 
We want 
this child to 
learn skills 
of all kinds to 
give them the 
best of options 
during their life. 
We want this child 
to have good friends 
that raise them up 
and help them to shine. 
We want this child to be 
loved by all and to love us in 
return. As faithful, practicing Catho-
lics, we know that the sacrament will help us as 
parents put the child on the right path toward 
heaven. Our primary responsibility as parents to 
educate our children never ends, regardless of 
their age. But when they are young the education 
process is demanding, and we often need a com-
munity to help us. There is nothing more natu-
ral than raising up our children in the faith and 
incorporating that faith into all aspects of their 
education. It is for that reason that many parents 

choose Catholic Schools, to educate their child: 
mind, body, heart and soul. 

Students are recognized for their unique gifts 
and potential as a child of God and are encour-
aged to use those gifts for his people. Catholic 
schools have a long history of delivering excel-
lence in education: a formation of the whole 
child in the light of Jesus Christ. Challenging 
but achievable standards and extensive study in 
core subjects inspires children to work toward 
mastery, which prepares students for academic 

achievement in high school, college and be-
yond. Our schools help students devel-

op a love for learning, the unity of 
knowledge and the complemen-

tarity of faith and reason to en-
gage ideas, spark innovation 

and be leaders in the com-
munity and in industry. 
As an evangelizing mis-
sion of the Church, our 
Catholic schools seek 
to ensure that students 
encounter the person 
of Jesus Christ through 
sacraments, prayer and 
high-quality spiritual 
formation and each oth-

er. Students learn about 
the lives of the saints and 

specifically about virtue, 
working day by day to ac-

quire those virtues to take into 
their home, extended family and 

community, giving students the 
habits necessary to live responsible, 

productive and holy lives. Within this for-
mative environment, students are encouraged to 
respond generously to the invitation to serve God, 
others and the common good. 

Parents choose this by exercising their exclu-
sive right to choose what is best for their child. As 
far back as 1965, the discussion of school choice 
considering the parent’s role was taking place in 
Rome at the second Vatican Council. The docu-
ment Declaration on Christian Education (Gravis-
simum Educationis), No. 6, states: “Parents who 
have the primary and inalienable right and duty 

to educate 
their chil-
dren must 
enjoy true 
liberty 
in their 
choice of 
schools. 
Conse-
quently, 
the public power, which has the obligation to 
protect and defend the rights of citizens, must see 
to it, in its concern for distributive justice, that 
public subsidies are paid out in such a way that 
parents are truly free to choose according to their 
conscience the schools they want for their chil-
dren.”

The recent pandemic has shown parents that 
being engaged in the educational choices for 
their children is needed. Options are good. Many 
exercised this option and chose Catholic schools 
for the first time – and they are still with us three 
years later! For many of these parents, this was 
a huge sacrifice, but their conscience told them 
this was needed for their child to thrive, and they 
made it happen. They are not alone in their de-
sire. Legislative efforts are being made across the 
country, and in Oklahoma, to honor and cherish 
the rights of parents to choose the best education-
al outcome for their child and to be able to receive 
the necessary assistance to do so, depending on 
the type of school option chosen. We support par-
ents in making the best choice for their children, 
be it a Catholic school, homeschool, virtual school 
or one of the public or charter school options. A 
rising tide raises all ships. With school choice in 
place, we can truly serve the needs of our chil-
dren. For additional information from research 
conducted in states with successful school choice 
options, visit the American Federation of Chil-
dren’s website, federationforchildren.org/school-
choice-in-america/research. We invite parents to 
tour one of our 19 Catholic schools during these 
next few weeks to see how your child can thrive 
with us next year. Let us assist you in carrying 
out your primary role of educator.

The value of a Catholic school:

Lara Schuler 
Director of Catholic 

Education

Contact schools for open house information.

PRICELESS

archokc.org/schools
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continued from page 1

a dozen reasons
to choose Catholic Schools

1

We offer an 
education that 
combines Catholic 
faith and teachings 
with academic 
excellence.

2

We partner with 
parents in the 
faith formation of 
their children.

3
4

5

We set high 
standards 
for student 
achievement 
and help them 
succeed.

We provide 
a balanced 
academic 
curriculum that 
integrates faith, 
culture and life.

We use technology 
effectively 
to enhance 
education.

67
8

9

We instill in 
students the 
value of service 
to others.

We teach 
children respect 
of self and 
others.

We emphasize 
moral development 
and self-discipline.

We prepare 
students to 
be productive 
citizens and 
future leaders.

10
11

12
We have a 
99 percent 
high school 
graduation 
rate. 85 percent 
of our graduates 
go to college.

We cultivate a 
faculty and staff 
of people who are 
dedicated, caring 
and effective.

We provide 
a safe and 
welcoming 
environment 
for all.

THE NATIONAL CATHOLIC EDUCATIONAL ASSOCIATION

NCEA.org/csw

in the mission and purpose of Catholic schools.”
Parents of students in schools across the archdio-

cese are seeing the benefits of a well-rounded Cath-
olic education; one that goes further than academics 
alone. 

Lacey Bixler and her husband Josh have two chil-
dren who are students at Christ the King Catholic 
School in Oklahoma City. Lacey, who attended pub-
lic schools, was struck by the lasting friendships her 
husband made while attending Catholic schools. 

“I realized before we had kids that the bonds my 
husband formed with friends seemed to last, and 
were rooted in their faith,” Bixler said. “I wanted my 
kids to have that sense of community and under-
stand the importance of God in their lives from a 
young age.”

Bixler also noted the quality of education her 
husband received in Catholic schools seemed to be 
better than what she received—not just the academic 
aspect, but also through the inclusion of religious 
education as part of the curriculum.

While Bixler’s initial idea for her children’s educa-
tion was more fluid, she quickly decided that educat-
ing them in a Catholic setting was the best choice for 
her family. 

“One of my kids has special needs,” said Bixler. “I 
cannot tell you how much the entire school family 
has embraced him. The teachers, principal and staff 
are so kind and truly wish for my children’s suc-
cess.” 

The love and compassion that has been poured 
into her children, along with the sense of communi-
ty, is something she considers priceless. 

“I thank God for blessing us with Christ the King 
and its community,” Bixler stated. “I can’t imagine 
our kids anywhere else.”

Learn more about Catholic schools in the Archdio-
cese of Oklahoma City at archokc.org/schools.

Sally Linhart is a freelance writer for the Sooner 
Catholic.

Students from St. 
Mary Catholic School 
in Ponca City. Photo 
provided.
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diocese Fr. Carson Krittenbrink celebrated Midnight 
Mass at St. Mary Catholic Church in Ponca 
City. Photos provided. 

The annual 
seminarian 
Christmas 
party with 
Archbishop 
Coakley was 
held Dec. 22. 
Photos 
provided.

Parishioners at Bl. Sacrament Catholic Church in Lawton held Las Posadas the evening of Dec. 18, at the church. Playing the parts of Mary and Joseph were Ana 
Cardenaz, 12, and Romirro Penaflor, 11. Children also danced traditional dances and sang a variety of Christmas songs with the help of musicians. Photos Jolene 
Schonchin/Sooner Catholic. 

Fr. John Paul Lewis blessed a new Marian Garden on Jan. 1 at Bl. Sacrament Catholic Church in Lawton. Photos provided.

The Sacred Heart Catholic Church 
religious education program in Alva 
presented a living nativity on Dec. 18, 
2022. Soup and dessert were served 
after the program. Photo provided.

Sacrament of Confirmation, St. Patrick Catholic Church, Anadarko.

For resources 
and more 

information, 
scan here:

Pro-Life Rally

February 8, 2023
at the Oklahoma

State Capitol

Rose Day

To send photos, event information or story ideas, e-mail communications@archokc.org.
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Jobs Box

Report abuse or inappropriate 
behavior with a minor

IMMEDIATELY 
Contact local law enforcement and

the state Department of Human Services at: 

(800) 522-3511 

Everyone in Oklahoma is a mandated reporter; Reporting even the suspicion of abuse is 
required; Reporting must be done immediately; If a child is in immediate danger call 9-1-1.

Archdiocesan clergy abuse hotline at:
(405) 720-9878 

Cook - OKC
The Archdiocese of Oklahoma 

City is seeking an experienced 
cook to assist with daily meal 
preparation at the Catholic Pasto-
ral Center. This full-time position 
will allow a flexible work schedule 
that will include some evenings 
and weekends. Must have a min-
imum of two years’ experience 
in food preparation and service. 
Catering experience is preferred. 
Customer service experience a 
plus. High school diploma a must. 
A background check and safe 
environment training required. 
Send cover letter and resume to  
humanresources@archokc.org.

Director of marriage, family life 
- OKC

The Archdiocese of Oklahoma 
City is seeking a director for the 
Office of Marriage and Family Life 
Ministry to provide overall leader-
ship, vision and direction including 
programming to help married cou-
ples and families fulfill their mis-
sion in the Church and the world. 
The director will coordinate pro-
grams to support the pastoral care 
of married couples and families in 
the areas of marriage preparation, 
marriage enrichment, healing after 
divorce or death and pro-life min-
istry; collaborate with the curia, 
priests and community organiza-
tions to strengthen and uphold 
marriage, and to enhance the 
Church’s vital role in the promo-
tion of family and human life in a 
culture that is increasingly hostile. 

Must have a good understanding 
of discipleship and evangelization 
and be able to assist parishes in 
deepening their understanding 
through consultation, formation 
and training. A degree in theology, 
philosophy, marriage and family 
life, catechesis, or related field is 
required, master’s degree preferred, 
plus five to seven years of experi-
ence in a leadership capacity. Di-
ocesan-level experience is preferred 
but not required. Send resume and 
cover letter to humanresources@
archokc.org.

Theology of the Body 
coordinator – OKC

The Archdiocese of Oklahoma 
City is seeking a part-time (15 
hours per week) Theology of the 
Body coordinator to provide sup-
port to the director of the Office of 
Marriage and Family Life Ministry 
and help implement and oversee 
Theology of the Body initiatives for 
the archdiocese.  Duties include 
promoting, coordinating and teach-
ing the Catholic Church’s Theology 
of the Body, including principles 
of modesty and chastity, assisting 
in archdiocesan anti-pornography 
efforts such as Safe Haven Sunday 
and establishing educational initia-
tives related to healthy dating and 
courtship in light of the require-
ments of sacramental marriage. 
Must be a practicing Catholic in 
good standing with the Church. A 
Bachelor’s degree in theology, phi-
losophy or a related field required, 
plus two to four years’ experience 

in young adult and/or high school 
youth ministry. Send resume and 
cover letter to humanresources@
archokc.org.

Accountant - OKC
The Archdiocese of Oklahoma 

City is seeking a full-time accoun-
tant to work in the Secretariat for 
Finance at the Catholic Pastoral 
Center and be responsible for cash 
management and general led-
ger accounting duties, as well as 
accounting services to parishes as 
assigned. This position will assist 
with the preparation of monthly 
financial statements, maintain 
and reconcile subledgers to the 
general ledger, post transactions 
and month end accruals in gener-
al ledger, assist with completion 
of the financial statement audit 
and maintain cash management 
including deposits and bank rec-
onciliation. A bachelor’s degree in 
accounting or business adminis-
tration and one year of accounting 
experience strongly recommended. 
Send resume and cover letter to 
humanresources@archokc.org. 

Gift shop associate – Shrine
The Bl. Stanley Rother Shrine is 

seeking a gift shop associate (full-
time and part-time position avail-
able) to be responsible for assist-
ing customers with item selections 
and completing sales transactions. 
Duties include, but are not limited 
to, customer service, sales, inven-
tory and stocking. Provide custom-
er service by interacting with cus-

tomers, explaining merchandise, 
answering questions, and assisting 
with purchase decisions as well as 
cleaning, restocking the gift shop 
and front desk area. Knowledge 
of POS software, cash and credit 
transaction processing, and inven-
tory procedures is required. Must 
be an active practicing Catholic in 
good standing with the Church. 
Bilingual in Spanish a plus. Send 
resume and cover letter to   
humanresources@archokc.org.

Associate director - OKC
The Catholic Foundation of 

Oklahoma is seeking an associ-
ate director, for Catholic school 
development, who also will serve 
as the director of the Tax Credit 
Scholarship program. Seeking a 
fundraising leader with a proven 
major-gift solicitation track record 
who will work with colleagues to 
implement a comprehensive ma-
jor-gift focused resource develop-
ment program benefiting Catholic 
school communities. The associate 
director will plan, manage and 
implement cultivation, solicitation 
and stewardship activities and 
oversee the Tax Credit Scholarship 
program – a State of Oklahoma 
Scholarship Granting Organization 
receiving gifts from companies and 
individuals under the Oklahoma 
Equal Opportunity Scholarship 
Act. Send resume and cover letter 
to humanresources@archokc.org.

To see more job openings, go on-
line to archokc.org/jobs-box.

“Holy Moments: A Handbook for 
the Rest of Your Life” is a short 
book, only 116 pages, packed with 
simple yet powerful ideas and tips 
for personal spiritual growth. The 
author, Matthew Kelly, has done 
a magnificent job of writing this 
practical book as a guide for us to 
progress along the journey of “liv-
ing life to its fullest.” The book is 
based on the “truth that we have 
so much more to offer and on the 
idea that holy moments can help 
us make good decisions that lead 
to a more meaningful life.”

Kelly, an author, speaker, spir-
itual leader and entrepreneur, 
writes with a style that is easy to 
read and engaging. He does a won-
derful job of blending practical sto-
ries, examples and tips throughout 
the book. And having read his 
book, “I Heard God Laugh,” a few 
years ago, I was excited and eager 
to read what he might have to offer 

in “Holy Moments.”
As I began reading the book, I 

was curious about the question 
of, “What is a Holy Moment?” 
Fighting off the temptation to 
know the answer to this ques-
tion, I decided to delay gratifica-
tion and jump right into reading 
Kelly’s prologue. 

In the prologue, Kelly recounts 
an interesting story about a group 
of monks experiencing a holy mo-
ment that led to the positive trans-
formation of their monastery. This 
story seemed to set the stage for 
the wisdom shared in the remain-
der of the book.

The main content of this hand-
book is divided into four sequen-
tial parts. 

In part one, “The Awakening,” 
Kelly proposes we accept the truth 
that we each have more to offer, 
and with each moment we are 
faced with making a choice. We 
can choose to make the moment 
“holy” or “unholy,” and “it is our 
choices that give meaning to life.” 
Also, it is here in part one that 

Kelly provides his answer to the 
question of “What is a Holy Mo-

ment?” 
Part 

two, “Holy 

Moments Ex-
plained,” begins 
with the story 
of the Good 
Samaritan who 
provides us with 
a clear, real-life 
example of a 
holy moment. 
Kelly also shares 
several everyday real-life examples 
of holy moments. For example, 
pausing to pray, giving our full 
attention to those speaking to us 
and going out of your way to make 
a new person feel welcome.

 In part three, “The Divine Plan,” 
Kelly suggests that instead of rely-
ing upon others or material things 

to make our present and future 
lives better, we can strive to make 
each moment a holy moment. And 
according to Kelly, “our ability to 
recognize the opportunities for 

Holy Moments coupled with 
our spiritual intelligence 
can lead to meaningful lives, 
enriched relationships and a 
better world for everyone.” 

It is in part four, “The 
Power of One Idea,” that Kelly 
strongly suggests that a “Holy 
Moments” is a powerful idea 
that can help us become more 
fully who we are created to be 
and can help make the world a 
better place to live. He encour-
ages us to “be bold” and adopt 

a can-do attitude to make each 
moment a holy moment. 

If you believe you have more to 
offer, and you want to do some-
thing about it, I highly recommend 
you read “Holy Moments: A Hand-
book for the Rest of Your Life.”

John H. Dolezal is a freelance 
writer for the Sooner Catholic.
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Making Sense of Bioethics

Dissolving the dead

Father Tad 
Pacholczyk

National Catholic 
Bioethics Center 

Book Review: “Holy Moments: 
A Handbook for the Rest of Your Life”

By John H. Dolezal 
The Sooner Catholic

In recent years, a number of states have 
legalized a new way to process human corpses 
that some have called “dissolving the dead.” Its 
technical name is “alkaline hydrolysis,” but it 
is also known as biocremation, aquamation, 
green cremation and resomation. 

The basic process involves placing a body 
in a heated, pressurized metal chamber and 
hastening its decomposition by adding lye, 
water mixed with a small quantity of potassium 
hydroxide or sodium hydroxide, to break down 
proteins, fats, DNA, etc. This rapidly digests 
the tissues of the body and reduces it to skel-
etal fragments. The procedure, which some 
claim is merely an accelerated version of what 
happens if you’re buried, requires 3 to 4 hours.

Afterwards, the dissolved tissue, a brown 
soup comprised of simple organic materials 
like salts, sugars and lipids is released from 
the machine into a drain, then into the sewer 
system before it makes its way to water treat-
ment facilities. The leftover bone fragments 
inside the machine are collected, ground up 
and, as in standard cremation, pulverized into 
a powder, colloquially and imprecisely termed 
“ashes,” which can be given to the family in an 
urn.

For alkaline hydrolysis, many instinctively 
object that dissolving bodies in a vat of chemi-
cals and pouring the resultant liquid down the 
drain is not a respectful way to dispose of our 
loved ones’ remains, because it seems to treat 
their bodies as waste to be flushed away.

Others note that standard embalming in-
volves similar steps, as the drained blood and 
viscera that are extracted through the aspira-
tion of the body cavities are also sent down the 
drain. The idea of flame cremation, they add, 
raises parallel concerns, as numerous parts 
of a person’s body are degraded and flare up a 
pipe or chimney into the atmosphere. 

As a society we have laws prohibiting dese-

cration of the human body, illegal burial, and 
other abuses against the human body, and we 
can ask whether alkaline hydrolysis or liqui-
fication of the human body raises any of the 
same concerns and whether the process meets 
the standard of reverent treatment of our 
earthly remains.

Because of the novelty of alkaline hydroly-
sis, the Catholic Church does not yet have an 
official teaching that addresses the practice. 
Instead, the Church stresses the importance of 
showing careful regard for human remains and 
honoring the memory of the deceased. These 
considerations should influence our decisions 
as Catholics when we are offered options like 
cremation or alkaline hydrolysis. Neither is 
intrinsically evil, but each can lead to abuses 
and provoke misunderstandings about our hu-
man nature. In an age in which many misiden-
tify the human person as only corresponding 
to the soul, without recognizing the sacredness 
of the human body, the Church tries to em-
phasize the importance of full-body burial as 
the best way to assure loving homage towards 
those who have died as well as witnessing to 
our belief in bodily resurrection.

Both cremation and alkaline hydrolysis, 
meanwhile, bring with them the potential for 
irreverence and a certain casualness when it 
comes to attending to human remains. 

After cremation, rather than being reverent-
ly disposed, ashes are often kept in the attic 
or in the living room on the fireplace mantel, 
something that would never be done with a 
whole human body. Instead of being reverently 
reserved in the consecrated ground of a ceme-
tery, our loved one’s remains may be subjected 
to unbefitting or even superstitious treatment. 
At a deeper level, do we minimize or even ne-
gate someone’s embodied human reality when 
we dissolve them in lye, or incinerate them in 
fire?

On the 
other 
hand, 
when the 
whole 
body is 
buried 
in the 
ground, 
there is a greater sense of connection to those 
mortal remains, which speak to us of the full 
embodiment of the person who once lived and 
breathed as we do, body and soul. 

These notable differences in terms of af-
fording respect toward the deceased means 
that we should generally prefer whole body 
disposition of human remains, as the Church 
recommends, even though extenuating circum-
stances can allow for cremation and, until the 
Church formally teaches otherwise, alkaline 
hydrolysis. I believe it is unlikely the Church 
will ultimately counsel or encourage the use of 
this latter method for laying our loved ones to 
rest after death.

When alkaline hydrolysis is carried out, 
the same basic principles that are at work in 
cremation to protect human dignity should be 
applied. Bone fragments, powder and ashes 
left over from the process should be placed 
in a suitable container like an urn, and not 
scattered or divided among family members. 
The urn should be interred in the family plot, a 
mausoleum or a columbarium. This establish-
es a specific point of reference in time, space 
and geography where we can commemorate 
our deceased family members. In this way, 
we are not only invited to respect their mortal 
remains, but also to pray for the repose of their 
souls as we mourn their passing in the hope of 
resurrection and beatitude.
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Lánzate a lo más Profundo
Luke 5:4

“Hagan el bien; busquen la justicia”

Arzobispo Pablo S. Coakley

El Santuario del Beato Stanley Rother 
está buscando voluntarios dedicados 
para servir en diversas capacidades 
antes y después de la dedicación. Ya 
sea como voluntario en el museo o en 
la tienda de regalos, dando la bienveni-
da a grupos de peregrinos al santuario, 
acompañando a la gente al interior de 
la hermosa iglesia, mostrando a los 
visitantes el campus o cualquiera de 
las muchas otras oportunidades dis-
ponibles, visite rothershrine.org/ 
volunteer para obtener más información 
sobre como puede servir.

Las actualizaciones del Santuario

En el mes de enero, todos los años, dedica-
mos un tiempo para orar por y con todos los 
cristianos del mundo, durante la Semana de 
Oración por la Unidad de los Cristianos, la 
cual se observará este año del 18 al 25 de 
enero en los países del hemisferio norte.

El tema del 2023 es “Hagan el bien; 
busquen la justicia” y fue elegido por el Con-
sejo de Iglesias de Minnesota, y promueve la 
oración por la sanación y reconciliación de 
tensiones raciales. Después de los disturbios 
y la violencia que se vivió en el país, especial-
mente después de la muerte de George Floyd, 
muchas iglesias cristianas han renovado su 
compromiso con la erradicación del pecado 
del racismo y la promoción de la reconcil-
iación. La Iglesia Católica ha sido uno de 
los líderes en la abogacía y promoción de la 
dignidad humana y la eliminación del pecado 
del racismo, que va desde los movimientos 
de justicia social hasta los sistemas que lo 
fomentan y destruyen comunidades margina-
das en todo el mundo. 

El tema, tomado del primer capítulo del 
profeta Isaías, presenta la preocupación del 
profeta por los oprimidos que sufren de las 
injusticias e inequidad alimentada por la 
hipocresía que nos lleva a la desunión. Nos 
enseña que Dios quiere nuestra rectitud y 
justicia para construir la paz y unidad que 
desea. Estas virtudes se originan a final 
de cuentas en el amor de Dios por todos 
nosotros y el racismo va en contra de esta 
visión. El reto del profeta Isaías que nos 
invita a que todos juntos hagamos el bien y 
busquemos la justicia, es relevante hoy en 
día. 

Después de la reforma del siglo XVI, las 
comunidades cristianas se dividieron a pasos 
acelerados. Aun cuando la mayoría de los 
cristianos creen que la voluntad del Señor en 
la Sagrada Escritura es una sola iglesia, el 
cristianismo se ha fragmentado en miles de 
diferentes denominaciones o sectas. 

Jesús mismo nos dejó la oración por la 
unidad de los cristianos en su discurso a sus 
apóstoles durante la Última Cena. Dirigién-
dose al Padre, Jesús pidió lo siguiente por 
sus discípulos: “que todos sean uno. Como 

tú Padre, en mí y yo en ti, que también sean 
uno en nosotros para que el mundo crea que 
tú me has enviado” (Jn 17,21). Por lo tanto, 
la unidad cristiana es un espejo de la unidad 
trinitaria y un elemento vital en la evangeli-
zación del mundo. 

A los esfuerzos por la unidad de los cristia-
nos se le denomina ecumenismo, una pal-
abra que viene del griego y que se refiere a la 
unidad de todos los habitantes del mundo. Al 
tiempo que los misioneros cristianos llegaban 
a África y Asia, especialmente durante el sig-
lo XIX, la vergüenza de la desunión se con-
virtió en un obstáculo para las conversiones. 
En 1910, las iglesias protestantes principales 
se reunieron en una Conferencia Mundial 
de Misioneros y comenzaron a dialogar unos 
con otros para discernir el mensaje central 
cristiano que los unía a todos. 

La preocupación por la unidad de los cris-
tianos ha existido por mucho tiempo en la 
Iglesia, aunque por mucho tiempo se concen-
traba en los desafortunados conflictos con 
las grandes iglesias ortodoxas del este. Al 
mismo tiempo, se aumentaron las oraciones 
por la unión de los cristianos. En 1984, el 
Papa León XIII les pidió a los católicos que 
participaran en una octava anual de oración 
por la unidad después de la fiesta de Pente-
costés. 

En 1907, el padre Paul Watson y la her-
mana Lurana White, ambos convertidos del 
anglicanismo, comenzaron a trabajar con 
un clérigo inglés llamado Reverendo Spencer 
Jones, y juntos fundaron la Octava para la 
Unidad Cristiana, que se observaba cada mes 
de enero. 

El Decreto del Concilio Vaticano II sobre el 
ecumenismo en 1964, afirmó que la oración 
es el alma de movimiento ecuménico. Aun 
cuando los trabajos de caridad y los esfuer-
zos coordinados para llevar a cabo un cambio 
social son piezas significativas del ecumenis-
mo, no será hasta que los cristianos 
hagan juntos oración y alabanza que 
el movimiento ecuménico podrá lle-
varnos a la reunión. Para los católi-
cos, esto incluye un entendimiento 
común de la Eucaristía, un enten-

dimiento común 
del ministerio 
eclesial y la auto-
ridad, y reverencia 
por la santidad de 
la vida. 

Desde el Concilio 
Vaticano II, los católicos han estado par-
ticularmente preocupados por la continua 
erosión de la protección de la vida humana, 
especialmente los intentos de normalizar el 
aborto y la perniciosa propagación de la eu-
tanasia. Buscamos aliados ecuménicos que 
se unan a nosotros en oración y esfuerzos 
comunes para combatir estos y otros asaltos 
a la dignidad y vida humana. 

A no ser que los esfuerzos por la unidad 
cristiana incluyan la solidaridad con los más 
vulnerables de los hermanos y hermanas 
de Jesús, los esfuerzos por la unidad serán 
egoístas y huecos. Por fortuna, no estamos 
solos entre los grupos cristianos; muchas 
iglesias y comunidades cristianas se unen a 
nosotros en la promoción de la causa de la 
vida y la promoción del respeto de la digni-
dad humana. 

En la Arquidiócesis de Oklahoma City, 
invito a las parroquias a unirse con otras 
denominaciones y creencias en oración y 
abogacía por la paz y el respeto a la vida. 
Cada año, los cristianos, y muchas otras 
comunidades de fe, se reúnen en el Capitolio 
Estatal de Oklahoma para la Marcha por la 
Vida y el Rose Day, un día para levantar la 
voz en defensa de la santidad de la vida. 

Existen verdaderamente muchas oportuni-
dades de unirse y orar con otros creyentes, 
siempre sabiendo que la oración por la uni-
dad cristiana es, esencialmente, la oración de 
Jesucristo.

Semana de Oración por la Unidad de los Cristianos
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Por primera vez desde su 
muerte en 1981, el Beato 
Stanley Rother perman-
ecerá en estado en una 

vigilia pública nocturna antes 
de ser enterrado en la capilla del 
nuevo Santuario del Beato Stanley 
Rother en Oklahoma City.

La vigilia comenzará con las 
vísperas (oración de la tarde) a las 
5:00 p. m. dirigido por el Arzo-
bispo Coakley y sacerdotes de la 
arquidiócesis. 

Después de las vísperas, el 
ataúd del Beato Stanley estará 
disponible para veneración pública 
hasta las 5 a. m. del 13 de febrero 
en la Catedral de Nuestra Seño-
ra del Perpetuo Socorro, 3214 N. 
Lake Ave. en Oklahoma City. Es la 
misma iglesia donde fue ordenado 
sacerdote en 1963. 

Las puertas estarán abiertas a 
las 4 p. m. Miembros de seguridad 
y una guardia de honor estarán en 
el lugar. 

“Esta es la última vez que el pú-
blico tendrá acceso a su ataúd, así 
que animo a todos a aprovechar 
esta oportunidad para venerar al 
futuro santo de Oklahoma”, dijo 
el Arzobispo Coakley. “Durante la 
vigilia, pido a los fieles que oren 
por la canonización del Beato 

Stanley y que pidan su inter-
cesión, ya que será necesario 
un milagro verificado para su 
canonización”. 

El Beato Stanley está ac-
tualmente enterrado en el 
Cementerio Resurrection 
Memorial, donde fue colocado 
en una bóveda luego de su 
exhumación del cementerio de 
Okarche donde fue enterrado 
en 1981. Según lo requerido 
por el Vaticano, el cuerpo del 
Beato Stanley fue exhuma-
do e inspeccionado antes de 
su beatificación en 2017 en 
el centro de Oklahoma City. 
Estuvieron presentes el Arzo-
bispo Coakley, el Arzobispo 
Emérito Beltrán y el hermano, 
su hermana y la cuñada del 
Beato Stanley. Su corazón 
está consagrado en la Iglesia 
Católica Santiago Apóstol en 
Santiago Atitlán. 

Después de la vigilia, el 
Beato Stanley será trasladado 
a su lugar de descanso final en 
la capilla del Santuario del Beato 
Stanley Rother en S.E. 89 y la I-35 
en Oklahoma City.

Junto con la iglesia del santu-
ario, el santuario incluirá un mu-
seo de 6,000 pies cuadrados y un 
centro de peregrinación para re-
cibir a los visitantes y una réplica 
del Cerro del Tepeyac en la Ciudad 
de México con estatuas de Nuestra 

Señora de Guadalupe y San Juan 
Diego. Se llevarán a cabo Misas 
todos los días en el santuario en 
inglés y español, y habrán confe-
siones disponible. 

El museo exhibirá la vida, el 
testimonio y el martirio del Beato 
Stanley desde su niñez en Okarche 
hasta su trabajo como sacerdote 
misionero en Guatemala y su ase-
sinato el 28 de julio de 1981. El 
Beato Stanley es el primer mártir 

reconocido de los Estados Uni-
dos y el primer Sacerdote nacido 
en Estados Unidos que haya sido 
beatificado. 

Para obtener más información, 
visite rothershrine.org/ves-
pers-vigil. 

Para obtener más información 
sobre el Beato Stanley, visite stan-
leyrother.org. 

Diane Clay es una escritora inde-
pendiente para el Sooner Catholic.

Por Diane Clay 
The Sooner Catholic

Vísperas de Stanley Rother, vigilia pública para 
honrar al mártir de Oklahoma
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Briefs

The early risers among the 
listeners of Oklahoma Cath-
olic Radio already know what 
I recently discovered. Father 
Mitch Pacwa S.J., has an EWTN 
program called “Scripture and 
Tradition.” On OKCR, you hear 
two editions on Saturday morn-
ings, one after the other, at 5 
a.m. and 6 a.m. Father Pacwa 
examines Church teachings 
and traditions and how we live 
them out through the lens of 
sacred scripture. His intent is 
to help us know Jesus person-
ally. He encourages us to savor 
the Gospel texts because the 
events, relationships and mira-
cles that comprised the public 
ministry of Jesus are an avenue 
to an intimate relationship with 
Jesus. Father Pacwa encourag-
es us to entrench ourselves in 
the writings of the saints, the 
Church fathers and even the 
Vatican II documents to provide 
us with “cultural and ancient 
perspectives” in our grasp of 
sacred scripture. What I real-
ly found helpful were Father 
Pacwa’s references to important 
books and texts. He not only 
names these resources, but he 
identifies where we can obtain 
them (often through the EWTN 
religious catalogue).

“Scripture and Tradition” 
provides more than a read-
ing list with practices we can 
adopt. Reflecting on God’s word, 
listening and praying are the 
components that take us from 
reading words on a page to an 
encounter with Christ. Father 
Pacwa guides us into thought-

ful reflection on what we read. 
He connects the knowledge we 
have gained in reading about 
Jesus to our reasoning which is 
a gift from God. Thus, we can 
take our reflections and apply 
the Gospel to our own lives. 
That alone, does not constitute 
entering a relationship with Je-
sus, says Father Pacwa. When 
we respond as Jesus did to his 
father, by trusting the direc-
tion of our lives to God’s final 
authority, then our journey to 
know Jesus becomes real.

We are empowered by the 
Holy Spirit who gives purpose 
to our thoughts and actions. We 
become enthusiastic for serving 
God. We desire to “Go into the 
whole world and proclaim the 
good news to all creation,” (Mk 
16:15).

If you explore past episodes 
of “Scripture and Tradition” 
on the EWTN website, you will 
recognize that I have com-
bined thoughts and nuggets 
from multiple episodes. I have 
found his examples of how the 
saints expressed their love of 
God impactful in “fleshing out” 
Jesus for me. The devotion of 
Saint Thomas Aquinas is one 
of these illustrations. Love of 
God inspired Saint Thomas to 
compose Eucharistic hymns, 
including “Panis Angelicus” and 
“Tantum Ergo,” which are still 
sung today.

Getting to know Jesus better 
through Father Pacwa’s pro-
gram is like spending time with 
a good friend. In “Scripture and 
Tradition,” Father Pacwa is that 
good friend who introduces you 
to his closest friend because he 
knows how much the two of you 
will love each other.

Are you listening?
By Sally Crowe Nash

Rother shrine dedication 
Join Archbishop Coakley, priests 

of the archdiocese, bishops and 
guests for the dedication of the 
Bl. Stanley Rother Shrine at 11 
a.m. Friday, Feb. 17 in Oklahoma 
City. The dedication will be the 
centerpiece of a week-long cele-
bration and is open to the public. 
Indoor seating will be limited and 
available on a first-come, first-
serve basis. Outdoor seating and 
viewing will be available. Check 
the weather before attending. Visit 
rothershrine.org/dedication.

Rother store
Find items such as rosaries, 

prayer cards, books and Guate-
malan crafts at the Rother Store 
online at rotherstore.com.

Green Tie Gala
Catholic Charities of the Arch-

diocese of Oklahoma City’s Green 
Tie Gala is 5:30 p.m. – 10:30 p.m. 
Feb. 4 at the National Cowboy & 
Western Heritage Museum, 1700 
Northeast 63 St. in Oklahoma 
City. This fundraising event di-
rectly supports the operations of 
Sanctuary Women’s Development 
Centers in Oklahoma City and in 
Norman. Advanced reservations 
required. Visit GreenTieGala.org or 
call (405) 523-3000, Ext. 244.

Eucharistic Adoration
Eucharistic Adoration will take 

place every Thursday after the 
11:30 a.m. Mass, from Noon to 
3:50 p.m. in the St. Francis de 
Sales Chapel at the Catholic Pas-
toral Center, 7501 Northwest Ex-
pressway. The period of adoration 
will conclude with benediction.

“The Art of Mental Wellness”
A presentation on “The Art of 

Mental Wellness” by Amy Shipman 
is 7 p.m. Jan. 31 in the meeting 
rooms at St. Eugene Catholic 
Church, 2400 W. Hefner in Okla-
homa City. Amy Shipman works 
for Catholic Charities in the coun-
seling services department. RSVP 
to (405) 751-7115. Space limited.

Rose Day
Rose Day 2023 is Feb. 8 at the 

Oklahoma State Capitol. Regis-
tration is 9 a.m. on the second 
floor rotunda. Rose distribution 
begins at 9:30 a.m. The indoor 
rally begins at 11:30 a.m. in the 
Oklahoma House of Representa-
tives Chamber, fourth floor. Visit 
roseday.life.

Magic at the Mount Gala
Mount St. Mary Catholic High 

School Magic at The Mount Gala 
Feb. 11 at The Omni, 100 West 
Oklahoma City Blvd. in Oklahoma 
City. Visit mountstmary.ejoinme.
org/supportmagic23.

Lenten Mission
St. John Nepomuk Catholic 

Church will host a Lenten Mission 
Feb. 17-19 with Fr. Leo Patalin-
ghug on “How we can live Cath-

olic traditions within our family, 
parish and community.”  RSVP 
required, Visit sjnok.org/news.

Monastic encounter weekend
St. Gregory’s Abbey invites sin-

gle Catholic men ages 18-45 for a 
monastic encounter weekend Feb. 
17-19 at 1900 W. MacArthur St., 
Shawnee. Participants will share 
in the liturgical prayer, Lectio Divi-
na, common work, communal life 
of the abbey and live as a monk. 
Contact Fr. Simeon Spitz, O.S.B. 
at (405) 878-5456, vocations@
monksok.org or visit monksok.
org/vocations.

Carnival
St. Benedict Catholic Church 

invites everyone to their indoor 
2023 annual carnival 5:30 p.m. - 
9 p.m. Feb. 18, at 632 N. Kickapoo 
Avenue in Shawnee. Enjoy games, 
bingo, silent auction, cake walk, 
bake sale, and food booths of 
American, Cajun and street tacos.

Retrouvaille
Marriage can be healed. Retrou-

vaille offers the chance to rediscov-
er a loving marriage. For confiden-
tial information about the program 
or to register for the February 
program beginning with a weekend 
Feb. 24 - Feb. 26, call (405) 443-
3541, e-mail okc@retrouvaille.org 
or visit helpourmarriage.org.

The Forge
The Forge college retreat is 7 

p.m. Feb. 24 – 1 p.m. Feb. 26 at 
Our Lady of Guadalupe Catho-
lic Camp, 24208 Pottawatomie 
Rd. in Wellston. The retreat is 
an opportunity for students ages 
18-25 to grow deeper in love with 
Jesus Christ. Retreat leaders will 
be the Servants of Christ Jesus 
from Denver. Cost: $100. Scholar-
ship available. Contact jpalmer@
archokc.org.

Day of Reflection 
Day of Reflection, “The Great 

Sacrifice of Love” presented by 
Abbot Lawrence Stasyszen, O.S.B. 
is 8:30 a.m. - 3 p.m. Feb. 25 at 
St. Gregory’s Abbey, 1900 W. 
MacArthur St., Shawnee. Attend-
ees must pre-register by e-mailing 
retreats@monksok.org, via the link 
at monksok.org or call (405) 878-
5656. Cost $30 pre-paid or $35 at 
the door. Lunch included.

Oklahoma Catholic Men’s 
Conference

The 2023 In The Father’s Foot-
steps XXVII Catholic Men’s Confer-
ence is 8:45 a.m. – 4:30 p.m. Feb. 
25 at Embassy Suites, 2501 Con-
ference Dr. in Norman. Speakers 
are Fr. Dave Pivanko, Jon Leonetti, 
Robert Rogers and Sr. Mary Mi-
chael Fox. Visit catholicmen.net.

Oklahoma Catholic Women’s 
Conference

The 2023 Oklahoma Catholic 
Women’s conference is March 4 at 
Embassy Suites, 2501 Conference 

Dr. in Norman. Guest speakers 
are Fr. Donald Calloway, Heath-
er Khym and Dan and Stephanie 
Burke. Tickets: $65; $39 students. 
Visit okcatholicwomen.com. 

Faith community nurses’ 
conference

The 16th annual Faith Communi-
ty Nurses’ Conference, titled “Nurs-
es Ministering with Strengths, Gifts 
and Resources Through the Faith 
Community and Beyond” is online 
and in person March 2-3. Register 
at forms.gle/PP37jCBng2Vateq6A. 
FCNA OK is approved as a provider 
of continuing nursing education by 
the Kansas State Board of Nursing. 
This course is approved for 6.25 

contact hours applicable for APRN, 
RN, LPN, or LMHT relicensure. 

Awaken
A high school youth leadership 

retreat, Awaken, is March 13-17 at 
Our Lady of Guadalupe Catholic 
Camp. Cost $225 pp. before Feb.1. 
Visit campolog.org/awaken. 

Encounter with God’s Call
Encounter with God’s Call at 

Conception Seminary College is 
March 25-27, and provides an 
opportunity to discern the call to 
priesthood and learn about col-
lege seminary life. Visit ewgc.org. 
Contact Fr. John Herrera at (405) 
474-5534.
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January

29   Fourth Sunday in Ordinary 
       Time.

31   Feast of St. John Bosco.

February

2     The Presentation of the Lord.

2     World Day of Prayer for 
       Consecrated Life.

3     Feast of St. Ansgar.

3     Feast of St. Blaise.

3     First Friday Sacred Heart 
       Mass, 7 p.m., Catholic 
       Pastoral Center. Exposition of 
       the Blessed Sacrament 5:30 
       p.m.; reconciliation prior to 
       Mass. Call (405) 721-8944.

4     Lay Missionaries of Charity 
       provides an explanation 
       through prayer and the 
       charism of St. Teresa of 
       Calcutta. Meeting on the
       first Saturday of the month 
       at St. Ann for Holy Mass at 
       9:30 a.m., adoration and the 
       Rosary. On the third Satur-
       day of the month the meeting 
       is at Holy Innocents’ con-
       ference room. Contact Toni 
       Harrelson at (405) 341-2199.

Calendar
This calendar only covers the two weeks between issue dates and may not reflect all of the calendar items. To see a full calendar, go to soonercatholic.org.
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For over 140 years, Knights of Columbus has helped generations  
of Catholic families find financial stability and security.
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4     Pray the Rosary for Life, 9:30 
       a.m., Our Lady of Lebanon 
       Catholic Church, 500 Alameda 
       St., Norman. Contact Con-
       nie Lang, (405) 249-1041, 
       potato.lang@gmail.com.

4     Green Tie Gala, 5:30 p.m. – 
       10:30 p.m., National Cowboy 
       & Western Heritage Museum, 
       1700 Northeast 63 St., 
       Oklahoma City.

5     Fifth Sunday in Ordinary 
       Time.

5     Third Order (Lay) Dominicans 
       meeting, 3 p.m. - 5 p.m., St. 
       Monica Catholic Church, 
       Edmond (St. Ambrose building 
       room No. 105), for any Catho-
       lic layperson drawn to reli-
       gious life. Call John or Mary 
       McClernon, (405) 313-6611.

6     Feast of St. Paul Miki and 
       Companions.

7     National Marriage Week 
       begins.

8     Feast of St. Jerome Emiliani.

8     Feast of St. Josephine Bakhita.

8     International Day of Prayer and 
       Awareness Against Human 
       Trafficking.

8     Rose Day at the Oklahoma 
       State Capitol.

8     Catholic War Veterans USA    
       the Oklahoma Memorial Post 
       No. 168 meeting, 7 p.m., Sun-
       nylane Family Reception 
       Center, 3900 S.E. 29, Del 
       City. Contact (405) 760-3886, 
       OklaPost168@cox.net. 

10   Feast of St. Scholastica.

11   Feast of Our Lady of Lourdes.

11   World Day for the Sick.

11   Pray the Rosary for Life, 9:30 
       a.m., Our Lady of Lebanon 
       Catholic Church, 500 Ala-
       meda St., Norman. Contact 
       Connie Lang, (405) 249-1041, 
       potato.lang@gmail.com.

11   Mount St. Mary Magic at the 
       Mount Gala, Omni Hotel, 100 
       Oklahoma City Blvd., OKC.



Following vespers, Blessed Stan-
ley’s casket will be available for 
public veneration until 5 a.m. Feb. 
13 at The Cathedral of Our Lady of 
Perpetual Help, 3214 N. Lake Ave. 
in Oklahoma City. It is the same 
church where he was ordained a 
priest in 1963. 

Doors open at 4 p.m. Security 
and an honor guard will be on site. 

“This is the last time the public 
will have access to his casket, so I 
encourage everyone to take advan-
tage of this opportunity to venerate 
Oklahoma’s future saint,” Arch-
bishop Coakley said. “During the 
vigil, I ask the faithful to pray for 
Blessed Stanley’s canonization and 
to ask for his intercession since a 
verified miracle will be necessary 
for his canonization.” 

Blessed Stanley is currently 
interred at Resurrection Memorial 
Cemetery where he was placed in 
a vault following his exhumation 
from the Okarche cemetery where 
he was buried in 1981. As required 
by the Vatican, Blessed Stanley’s 
body was exhumed and inspected 
prior to his beatification in 2017 in 
downtown Oklahoma City. Arch-
bishop Coakley, Archbishop Emer-
itus Beltran and Blessed Stanley’s 
brother, sister and sister-in-law 

were present. His 
heart is enshrined 
in Saint James the 
Apostle Catholic 
Church in Santiago 
Atitlan.

Following the vigil, 
Blessed Stanley 
will be moved to his 
final resting place 
in the chapel of the 
Blessed Stanley 
Rother Shrine at 
S.E. 89 and I-35 in 
Oklahoma City.

Along with the 
shrine church, the 
shrine will include 
a 6,000-square-foot 
museum and pil-
grim center to wel-
come visitors and a 
replica of Tepeyac 
Hill in Mexico City 
with statues of Our 
Lady of Guadalupe 
and Saint Juan 
Diego. Masses will 
be held every day at 
the shrine in En-
glish and Spanish, 
and confession will 
be available.

The museum will showcase the 
life, witness and martyrdom of 
Blessed Stanley from his child-
hood in Okarche to his work as 

a missionary priest in Guatema-
la and his murder on July 28, 
1981. Blessed Stanley is the first 
recognized martyr from the Unit-
ed States and the first U.S.-born 
priest to be beatified. 

For more information, visit roth-
ershrine.org/vespers-vigil. To learn 
more about Blessed Stanley, visit 
stanleyrother.org.

Diane Clay is a freelance writer 
for the Sooner Catholic.
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