
Many men feel a call from God to 
serve the Church through the Sac-
rament of Holy Orders – to serve 
the Church faithfully as a priest. 
Others feel called to the Sacrament 
of Matrimony – to help their spouse 
get to Heaven and raise a family with 
Catholic values. Those who enter 
the married life can still serve in an 
ordained ministry, however, and 

men interested in leadership in their 
parish can become a deacon. Men 
can discern that call through the 
archdiocesan Permanent Diaconate 
Program.

The role of the deacon is biblical 
in nature, dating back to the New 
Testament when leaders were first 
called to serve the Church. Dea-
con Norm Mejstrik, director of the 
Permanent Diaconate Program, 
explained the biblical roots of the 
ministry of the diaconate.

ROME – As Karen Jones watched 
her son round the corner behind 
Bernini’s baldacchino at Saint 
Peter’s Basilica in Rome she was 
filled with pride and the thought 
that “It’s really happening!”   

“You look at your kid and think 
he’s in a really good place, just re-
ally at peace. It means everything. 
You want your children to find the 
thing that makes them know their 
life is meaningful and what makes 
them tick. Seeing him in that place 
where he is confident and you can 
see it, how right this is for him. To 

see your son find his thing, espe-
cially a thing like this, that’s what 
you want as a parent.”

Karen Jones was among the 
handful of family and friends to 
attend the Diaconate Ordination 
of Stephen Austin Jones, 29, on 
Sept. 28 at the Vatican. He was 
among 19 seminarians to be 

ordained transitional deacons by 
Archbishop Coakley, who served 
as the ordaining prelate. God will-
ing, Jones will be ordained a priest 
in June of 2024.

The Mass was attended by 
friends and family of seminarians 
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Go Make Disciples

“The greatest joy of my life” 
By Diane Clay 

The Sooner Catholic

Karen Jones, Stephen Jones, Archbishop Coakley and Dewayne Jones at at Saint Peter’s Basilica in Rome. Stephen Jones was ordained a transitional deacon by 
Archbishop Coakley on Sept. 28. Photo Diane Clay/Sooner Catholic.

“Men of good repute, full of the 
Spirit and wisdom”

By Everett Brazil, III 
The Sooner Catholic

continued on page 12
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Permanent Diaconate 
information meetings

• Enid – 6 p.m., Monday, Nov. 6 at 
St. Francis Xavier Catholic Church.

• Ardmore – 6 p.m., Wednesday, 
Nov. 8 at St. Mary Catholic Church.

• Norman – 7 p.m., Monday, Nov. 13 
at St. Joseph Catholic Church.

• Clinton – 6:30 p.m., Thursday, 
Nov. 16 at St. Mary Catholic Church.

• Oklahoma City – 7 p.m., Monday, 
Dec. 11 at the Catholic Pastoral 
Center.
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By Sooner Catholic Staff

Additional coverage of 
Church and archdiocesan 
news and events, only on 
soonercatholic.org.

a To send photos, event 
information or story ideas, 
e-mail communications@
archokc.org.

a For women and men 
who are victims of domestic 
violence, may God help them 
free themselves from abuse 
and live safely in the peace of 
Christ.

a As part of the Oklahoma 
Catholic Native Schools 
Project, an independent oral 
history interviewer will be 
conducting interviews with 
Native American students 
(or their descendants) who 
attended an Oklahoma Cath-
olic boarding school. The in-
terviews are by appointment 
only to ensure privacy and 
can be scheduled from 8 a.m. 
to 8 p.m. on Wednesday, Oct. 
25; Thursday, Oct. 26; and 
Friday, Oct. 27 at the Co-
manche Nation Community 
Center, 309 Julia Mahseet 
Rd. in Apache. To schedule 
an interview, e-mail info@
oknativeschoolsproject.org. 
Learn more at archokc.org/
oknativeschoolsproject.

Find more 
news on the 

website

Put Out Into the Deep
Luke 5:4

During October, a special event has been taking 
place in Rome. Three years ago, Pope Francis called 
for a worldwide consultation that would culminate 
this month with what he called a “Synod on Synodali-
ty.” So, what is it all about? What is a synod, a synod 
of bishops, specifically? 

According to Canon Law #342, “The synod of bish-
ops is a group of bishops who have been chosen from 
different regions of the world and meet together at 
fixed times to foster closer unity between the Roman 
Pontiff and bishops, to assist the Roman Pontiff with 
their counsel in the preservation and growth of faith 
and morals and in the observance and strengthening 
of ecclesiastical discipline, and to consider questions 
pertaining to the activity of the Church in the world.”

The Greek root of the word synod means “journey-
ing together.” The synod of bishops was established 
following the Second Vatican Council by Saint Paul VI 
as a permanent office of the Vatican’s Roman Curia to 
gather at intervals determined by the pope, to advise 
the pontiff on the matters he would propose. The cur-
rent synod is shaping up to be unlike previous syn-
ods, which were all composed exclusively of bishops. 

This one has sought a broader kind of participation 
and includes not only bishops but priests, religious 
and even lay men and women as voting members.

Three years ago, the pope proposed to do a synod 
on synodality, saying that he wanted the Church 
to discuss how we actually “journey together” as 
a Church. How do we involve every member of the 
Church and their gifts in the mission of making disci-
ples? According to its official documents, the theme of 
this synod is, “communion, participation and mis-
sion.” 

Honestly, the concept of synodality is hard to grasp, 
and the way the synod process has been implemented 
has made it even more complicated. A worldwide con-
sultation, structured in diocesan, regional and conti-
nental phases, was launched. Unfortunately, for the 
most part, the process has not produced the hoped 
for levels of participation in many parts of the world. 

In the Archdiocese of Oklahoma City, about 2,000 
people participated, either by attending a live ses-
sion or responding to an online survey. While we are 
grateful for those from our archdiocese who partici-
pated, this is a very small number for a diocese that 
has more than 200,000 Catholics. 

The discussion questions presented in the 40-page 
working document ranged from who is to be included 
in decision making to the ways we partner with sec-
ular entities such as communication networks and 
social media. 

In the pope’s words, he wants the Church to listen 

more and to engage 
more people, not only 
clergy, in decision-mak-
ing processes. That is 
a good thing. In this 
respect, I think the 
Church in the United 
States is already very 
“synodal.” 

Perhaps it is one of 
the most synodal churches in the world. We utilize 
boards, councils and committees that involve Catho-
lics from every state of life in discerning our pastoral 
priorities and arriving at decisions. In our archdio-
cese, for example, I am surrounded by priests, dea-
cons, religious and lay men and women who regularly 
take part in virtually every decision that impacts the 
life of our local Church. 

For example, a vocations board advises me on 
young men to be accepted to seminary and their 
priestly formation process. The vocations board 
includes a priest, religious sister and lay men and 
women who offer unique perspectives. This is, in my 
view, an expression of synodality in action. 

However, Pope Francis comes from South America, 
where this is not the reality. In Latin America, there 
are rarely laypersons working in departments and of-
fices of the diocesan curia. It would be rare indeed to 
find advisory boards and committees working togeth-
er with bishops in the mission of governing, teach-
ing and sanctifying that is entrusted to bishops. By 
contrast, our Church in the United States is indeed a 
very synodal Church. 

Unfortunately, the good intentions of the pontiff to 
listen and increase participation have been misinter-
preted by some. For some, the synod has become a 
consultation not about synodality, not about commu-
nion, participation and mission, but about matters 
of doctrine that some would like to reconsider if the 
majority agrees they should change. 

This has raised unreasonable expectations and con-
fusion about what is changeable and what is perma-
nent in the constitution and teaching of the Church. 
Up to now the pope has chosen not to unequivocally 
challenge this misconception of his initial intentions 
for the synod. 

For Catholics concerned about the conclusions 
this synod might draw, I want to reaffirm that there 
is nothing wrong with synodality. There is nothing 
wrong with understanding that the Church is all of 

Archbishop Paul S. Coakley

Come, Holy Spirit!

Heavenly Father,
since the time of the 
Apostles, you have 

inspired the Church to 
commission certain 

members to assist in a 
special way in the 

pastoral mission of Christ.
Bless the deacons and 

all other ordained and 
non-ordained ministers 

that they may be humble 
and faith-inspired in their 

service.
We ask this through 
Christ, our Lord. 

Amen.

@archokc

Archdiocese of 
Oklahoma City

Arquidiócesis de 
Oklahoma City

Archbishop Coakley’s Calendar
The following events are part of Archbishop Coakley’s official calendar.

Oct 20-23 – Equestrian Order of the Holy Sepulchre Southwest Lieutenancy Investiture, OKC 
Oct 23-24 – Fall Clergy Days, Catholic Pastoral Center
Oct 26 – Mass, 9:30 a.m., Center of Family Love, Okarche
Oct 26 – Red Mass, 6 p.m., Cathedral of Our Lady of Perpetual Help, OKC
Oct 28 – Archbishop’s Mass for Medical Professionals, 10 a.m., Cathedral of Our Lady of Perpetual Help
Oct 29 – Mass (in Spanish), 1 p.m., Bl. Stanley Rother Shrine
Oct 29 – Adoration and Eucharistic Procession, 2 p.m., Bl. Stanley Rother Shrine
Oct 31 – Mass, 11:30 a.m., St. Francis de Sales Chapel at CPC 
Nov 1 – All Saints Day, CPC Closed
Nov 1 – School Mass and classroom visits, 8:30 a.m., Sacred Heart School, El Reno
Nov 2 – All Souls Day Mass and burial of cremated remains of homeless, 8 a.m., Resurrection Cemetery Chapel
Nov 2 – Senior Staff Meeting, Downtown Petroleum Club, OKC 
Nov 2 – Assembly of Catholic Professionals Luncheon, 11 a.m., Downtown Petroleum Club, OKC 
Nov 3 – Blessing of ultrasound machines, 9 a.m., Willow Pregnancy Support of OKC (South)
Nov 3 – Saints Ball, 6:30 p.m., National Cowboy & Western Heritage Museum
Nov 4 – Mass for Together in Holiness Conference, 8 a.m., Christ the King Church, OKC

continued on page 3

us, and we are on this “journey 
together” to heaven. It is a good 
thing to emphasize that the work 
of making disciples belongs to 
you as much as it belongs to 
priests, deacons, religious, par-
ents, all men and women. 

We believe in communion, in 
participation, and in the mission 
of the Church. We demonstrate 
that we are a synodal Church 
through the work of every parish 
pastoral council, in every board 
overseeing and guiding the dif-
ferent ministries and apostolates 

in the Church, and in the many 
other consultative bodies such as 
school boards and finance coun-
cils. While we welcome synodal-
ity, we also promote the truths 
of the faith and affirm that they 
should be cherished and protect-
ed even as they develop authen-
tically. 

Our Holy Father has many 
outstanding and obvious virtues. 
He has a deep commitment to, 
and authentic love for, the poor, 
the vulnerable, the excluded and 
the ones living on the peripher-
ies. He has a passion for protect-
ing God’s creation, our common 
home. 

At times, however, he can 
be ambiguous when speaking, 
which may leave people in doubt 
about the intention of his words. 
Yet, I truly believe, the re-defi-
nition of doctrine was not the 
intention of Pope Francis in con-
vening this synod.

I pray that this Synod on Syn-
odality will be a moment of grace 
for the Church. I invite you to 
pray for Pope Francis and all the 
synod participants that they will 
cooperate with the Holy Spirit 
promised by Jesus Christ who 
guides the Church in truth, com-
munion and charity. 

Be not afraid! God is with us!
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Archbishop Coakley’s 
statement on violence in 
Israel, Middle-East, world 

continued from page 2

November is Native Amer-
ican Heritage Month. It’s a 
time to honor the sacrifices 
and contributions of Ameri-
can Indians to their country, 
their community and their 
faith.

It’s also a time to remember 
how cultural awareness can 
help avoid stereotypes and 
bring honor and dignity to 
the many tribes, nations and 
clans around the world. 

During this time of year, 
many of the Native American 
“costumes” sold for Hallow-
een and Thanksgiving are not 
culturally accurate or appro-
priate. 

The regalia worn by Amer-
ican Indians should reflect 
the rich history, tradition and 
meaning of the clothing, and 
“costumes” should be avoid-
ed. 

Resources to help families, 
schools and parishes appre-
ciate the history of American 
Indians in Oklahoma and the 
Catholic Church can be found 
online at the Smithsonian 
Institution’s National Muse-
um of the American Indian 
– americanindian.si.edu/
nk360.

A message from 
the office of 
American 

Indian Catholic 
Outreach

This weekend saw ferocious violence shock Israel, the Middle-East 
and the whole world. 

As the number of those killed and wounded continues to climb, I 
ask everyone to join me in praying for peace in the land our Lord, 
Jesus, called home. We pray especially for the innocent individuals 
and families suffering immensely from these escalating attacks. 

As Pope Francis stated in his last Sunday audience, “May the 
attacks and weaponry cease. Please! And let it be understood that 
terrorism and war do not lead to any resolutions, but only to the 
death and suffering of so many innocent people.”

Our Lady, Queen of Peace, pray for us.

Oct. 9, 2023
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From the Archives …

ARCHDIOCESE OF OKLAHOMA CITY ARCHIVES

Bishop Theophile Meerschaert’s indomitable 
courage and grit in sometimes hostile envi-
ronments was legendary. Traversing streams 

on horseback, braving blizzards to impart the sacra-
ments and taking sometimes convoluted routes by 
train to find Catholics in the far-flung areas of the 
state of Oklahoma were commonplace.

One such foray on the Frisco Railroad nearly cost 
him his life in Oklahoma City. On Dec. 24, 1907, 
returning to the station from a missionary jaunt, 
then at First and Harvey, he began to walk toward 
(then) Saint Joseph’s Cathedral in the darkness to 
celebrate Christmas Mass. He was accompanied by 
Father Tessier, and as they proceeded Bishop Meer-
schaert fell into an unmarked three-foot hole exca-
vated by the Metropolitan Railway Company (street 
cars) repairing tracks at the Rock Island junction. As 
Father Tessier struggled to remove the rather stout 
bishop, a Rock Island switch engine, unaware of the 
good bishop’s presence in the hole, ran over the top 
of where he fell. Slouching down to avoid decapi-
tation, the engine passed over him. It passed over 
him again. Finally given the opportunity to extricate 
himself, he fell over another track and into another 
hole this time breaking his wrist and damaging his 
left knee.

Arriving at the rectory of the Cathedral, Dr. John 
Riley was summoned to examine the bishop and 
seeing the injuries suggested they go to nearby Saint 
Anthony’s Hospital. Not surprisingly, he steadfast-
ly refused. Dr. Riley then painfully manipulated 
the bone fragments with a lack of anesthesia and 
soon put the wrist into a splint. Bishop Meerschaert 
stayed in bed for six weeks. 

Dr. Riley recalled, “During my visits to him at this 
time, he impressed me with his sense of apprecia-
tion, and his great, cordial reception that he always 
gave you, when you came and left. This made a last-
ing impression on me. He recovered very nicely from 
this accident; and from this unfortunate affair I grew 
to love this great and good man.” 

With many tasks ahead, Bishop Meer-
schaert escaped an early death and 

continued his tireless work to spread the 
Gospel until his passing in 1924.

A photo series from George Rigazzi, archdiocesan archivist

Bishop Meerschaert circa 1905.
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“Make Straight 
the Way” 

hosted by Dcn. Larry Sousa   

Conversations with people 
who are making a difference in 
Oklahoma.

Nov. 7 and 8: Fr. James 
Wickersham, pastor, St. Mary 
Catholic Church, Guthrie 

Nov. 14 and 15: Carly Rae 
Van Zant, volunteer for Oklaho-
ma Catholic Radio

Nov. 21 and 22: Peter de 
Keratry, executive director, 
Stewardship and Development, 
Archdiocese of Oklahoma City

Nov. 28 and 29: Jad Ziolkow-
ska, parishioner, St. Wence-
slaus Catholic Church, Prague, 
and freelance writer for the 
Sooner Catholic.

“Make Straight the Way” broadcasts on Oklahoma Catholic Radio 
Tuesdays at 3:30 p.m. and 7:30 p.m. and Wednesdays at 3:30 p.m. 

“In the ‘Acts of the Apostles’ in the Bible, the 
apostles called deacons to serve widows and 
orphans in works of charity,” Deacon Norm 
Mejstrik said, a deacon at Saint Phillip Neri 
Catholic Church in Midwest City, and director 
of the Permanent Diaconate Program for the 
archdiocese.

Deacon Norm explained the process of initial 
prayer and discernment with a man’s family 
and pastor to enter di-
aconate formation. 

“The man would need 
to speak with his pastor 
on his interest in the di-
aconate,” Deacon Norm 
said.

There are several 
qualities a deacon must 
possess, including obe-
dience to his bishop and 
pastor, and account-
ability for their ordinary 
responsibilities.

“We want the deacon 
to have Christ as their 
Lord and to behave in 
the spirit of Christ, to 
be humble, and have a 
servant’s heart,” Deacon 
Norm said.

Those selected to 
continue learning about 
the Diaconate program 
enter a two-year period 
to determine if they are committed to pursuing 
a call to the diaconate.

“There are two years of discernment called 
‘Aspirancy,’ and that is followed by three years 
as a candidate,” Deacon Norm said.

The reasons for responding to the calling are 
as diverse as the candidates themselves.

There may be an influence from the Church 
or family, as is the case with Deacon Fernando 
Hernandez at Sacred Heart Catholic Church at 
the Blessed Stanley Rother Shrine in Oklaho-
ma City. His father, Jose Augustin Hernandez, 
was himself a deacon, and his mother, Josefi-
na, also served within the church. His pastor, 

Father Bill Pruett, also played a role. Deacon 
Hernandez was ordained in 2017.

Deacon Hernandez spoke about his father’s 
influence on his vocation.

“He passed away over 20 years ago but 
seeing him serve was a big influence on my 
life. He and my mother both served,” Deacon 
Hernandez said. “Father Pruett served as the 
pastor at Saint James the Greater (Catholic 
Church), and he was the one who encouraged 
me to be a deacon.”

Deacon Thomas Phan, a deacon at Saint 
Charles Borromeo 
Catholic Church in 
Oklahoma City, had a 
different approach – one 
he calls “unusual.” Dea-
con Phan explained he 
felt he was not worthy 
of serving the Church 
in an ordained ministry 
but felt God calling him 
anyway.

“You have to be holy, 
be a good role model in 
civic life and religious 
life. You have to be in 
a good state,” Deacon 
Phan said.

To prepare for enter-
ing diaconate formation, 
he volunteered for vari-
ous positions, including 
as an usher, and would 
later be a Eucharistic 
minister, something he 
also felt unqualified for.

“I didn’t feel worthy to be a Holy Eucharist 
minister. You’re supposed to have a certain 
quality of life; you should be a good role model 
so you can give out the Eucharist to the con-
gregation,” Deacon Phan said.

He felt that God was training him to be a 
better person and leading him to be a deacon, 
and he and his family have been blessed by 
the decision to serve his parish as a deacon.

“This is something I never expected; the 
greatest gift I never thought I’d receive, but He 
gave it to me,” Deacon Phan said.

Everett Brazil III is a freelance writer for The 
Sooner Catholic.
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“Men of good repute, full of the 
Spirit and wisdom”

continued from page 1

Permanent Diaconate Formation Program
The multi-phase formation process spans five 
years, and is designed for formation in the hu-
man, spiritual, intellectual and pastoral dimen-
sions. 

• Aspirancy
The  two-year aspirancy period is a time for 
discernment. The aspirant and his wife (if mar-
ried) participate in ten weekend sessions and a 
spiritual retreat each year. 

• Candidacy
The candidacy period is three years of human, 
spiritual, intellectual and pastoral formation. 
There are ten formation weekends and a spir-
itual retreat each year. Wives of married dea-
con aspirants and candidates participate in all 
aspects of the formation program. 

• Ordination
At the end of formation, those selected for 
ordination by the archbishop are assigned to 
ministry at a parish or other location. 

Applicant requirements
Eligible applicants are required to meet criteria 
including the following: 
• Practicing Catholic in good standing for five 
or more years, active in their parish.
• Demonstrated high moral character.
• Age 35-65 at time of ordination.
• May be married or single.
• If married, has been in a stable, sacramental 
marriage for at least five years. 

Application process
• The applicant will request an application from 
his pastor.

• Complete the application package.
• Participate in interviews by the diaconate 
staff, psychologist and archbishop.

First steps
• The applicant will discuss his interest with 
his wife if married, and with his pastor.
• Contact the Permanent Diaconate Office.
• Ask active deacons about their experience. 
• Visit archokc.org/permanent-diaconate. 

Office of the Permanent Diaconate
7501 Northwest Expressway
Oklahoma City, OK 73132

(405) 721-9351
nmejstrik@archokc.org

SERVE JESUS

S E RV I N G 
O T H E R S

BY

archokc.org /permanent-diaconate

Discover the Diaconate

Permanent Diaconate 
information meetings

• Enid – 6 p.m., Monday, Nov. 6 at 
St. Francis Xavier Catholic Church.

• Ardmore – 6 p.m., Wednesday, 
Nov. 8 at St. Mary Catholic Church.

• Norman – 7 p.m., Monday, Nov. 13 
at St. Joseph Catholic Church.

• Clinton – 6:30 p.m., Thursday, 
Nov. 16 at St. Mary Catholic Church.

• Oklahoma City – 7 p.m., Monday, 
Dec. 11 at the Catholic Pastoral 
Center.



Sooner Catholic6   October 22, 2023 

Newkirk parish celebrates patron’s feast day

It was a late Sunday morning at Saint Fran-
cis of Assisi Catholic Church in Newkirk. 
Shortly after Mass, a long row of tables in the 
church gym was covered with 
a variety of dishes, from fried 
chicken to salads, chips and 
dips, and desserts. Kids played 
outside on the playground, in 
bouncy houses, and colored 
their own pumpkins to take 
home to their families.

It could be seen as a celebra-
tion of the fall season, but in 
this case, it is a celebration of 
Saint Francis of Assisi, the pa-
tron saint of Newkirk’s parish. 
After several years on hiatus, 
it was truly a spectacle as the 
church went full-blown into the 
celebration of its patron saint.

The feast day of Saint Fran-
cis of Assisi was Oct. 4. The 
event was organized by the 
Saint Francis of Assisi Catholic 
Church Outreach Committee, 
an organization that seeks to 
bring parishioners into active 
participation in the church.

“The outreach committee 
reaches out to those who are not 
as involved in the parish and 
presents them with something 
that may be of interest to them,” 
said committee member Desiree Wathor, who 
joined about six other younger parishioners to 
plan activities members can be involved with.

It was estimated between 150-200 people 
were at the celebration.

Kelsey Vap is also on the committee 

with Mathor.
“I think it went really well. I heard from sever-

al people that they hadn’t seen that many peo-
ple (attending an event) in 15 years,” Vap said.

The event began a weeklong celebration of 
the parish’s patron saint, culminating the next 

Saturday with a special blessing of parishio-
ners’ pets and animals.

Father Carson Krittenbrink celebrated the 
Mass that morning, tying in a short biography 
of the saint in his homily. Deacon Bill Horinek 

also reflected on the life of 
Saint Francis.

“Saint Francis was import-
ant because he was a good 
role model for all of us. He 
was a pious person, mean-
ing that he loved God, loved 
all of creation, and he was 

also very close to God,” Deacon Horinek said. 
“Before he became a very pious person, in his 
youth, he was a very raucous rebel; he was 
a wild person, but he had a conversion, and 
it was a very abrupt conversion, and he went 
from being wild to very pious toward God.”

Church attendees congre-
gated in the gym following 
Mass as outreach com-
mittee members organized 
the potluck items on that 
row of tables, starting with 
fried chicken and working 
their way through a table of 
desserts. Outside the gym, 
the kids soaked in an early 
fall sun in the playground, 
on the swings, in bouncy 
houses – having fun with 
one another.

It was the first festival for 
the feast day in recent years 
and the first feast day with 
the children activities out-
side the gym. In addition to 
the playground and boun-
cy houses, there was also 
a “money in the haystack” 
game where kids dived into a 
haystack, looking for quar-
ters, and pumpkin decora-
tions in time for the fall sea-
son. It was the biggest feast 
day celebration in terms of 
kids’ activities. Other activ-
ities included door prizes of 
mums, won through a trivia 

contest of Saint Francis of Assisi.
“This was the first year we had all the extra 

activities,” Wathor said.
The week culminated with the annual Bless-

ing of the Pets that Saturday.
“He was known to love nature and love an-

imals, and that is how he became the patron 
saint of animals, because he was in tune with 
nature and loved nature,” Deacon Horinek said. 
“He is known as the patron saint of animals, 
and we have the Blessing of the Pets on Saint 
Francis’ feast day.”

Wathor said, “Saint Francis took everything 
to an extreme, but if 
you look at all of the 
other saints, they are 
people just like you 
and me. Our daily 
activities can keep 
us focused on saint-
hood by looking at 
the saints who have 
passed before us.”

Everett Brazil III is a 
freelance writer for the 
Sooner Catholic.

Parishioners at St. Francis of Assisi Catholic Church in Newkirk celebrated the feast 
day of their patron saint on Oct. 1 with a potluck lunch and many children’s activities 
outside the church gym. The parish also celebrated the birthday of Fr. Damian Okoye, 
whose birthday was Oct. 10. Photos Everett Brazil, III/Sooner Catholic.

By Everett Brazil, III 
The Sooner Catholic
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Smorgasbord returns to Ada parish

Saint
Joseph

Catholic
Church

�ll Saints
SMORGASBORD

NOV
Sunday5

11 AM To  PM 
DINE IN • CARRY OUT

�da, Ok

Bake Sale & Bazaar
Tamale

Sale!
STJOSEPHADA.COM

The parishioners and volunteers 
at Saint Joseph Catholic Church in 
Ada were enthusiastic over the fact 
that its major fundraiser will be re-
turning to the original format. They 
will be able to offer the community 
the options of dining in, taking out, 
shopping at the parish bazaar, buy-
ing tamales or purchasing goods at 
the parish bake sale from 11 a.m. – 
3 p.m. on Nov. 5. Over the past few 
years, COVID-19 had limited the 
program to take-out only.

The smorgasbord committee 
meets every two weeks for more 
than two hours. They communi-
cate frequently to ensure everyone 
is safe and healthy and to make 
certain that the church will be 
able to provide nearly 1,000 meals 
to the Ada community. It asks all 
250 families to participate. Nov. 
5 will mark the 74th year for the 
smorgasbord. The people of Ada 
look forward to the annual event 
which draws many Catholic and 
non-Catholics to the parish.

“This as a unifying event for our 
parish and community,” Deacon 
Dennis Fine said.

Father Maurice Costello, O.S.B., 
started the annual event in 1950. 

The event has remained popular 
over the years and includes turkey 
and dressing, mashed potatoes and 
gravy, green beans, cheesy grits, 
Swedish meatballs, a tamale and 
dessert.

Father Aaron Foshee, pastor of 
Saint Joseph Catholic Church, 
said, “This year, we are excited to 
introduce a new factor to the smor-
gasbord. We will be inviting those 
who participate to learn more about 
the saints by connecting this great 
parish tradition to the Solemnity 
of All Saints. Each table will have 
a representation of a specific saint, 
with information about him or her, 
so that they can come to know more 
about our friends in heaven, who 
intercede for us. Many people who 
participate in the smorgasbord are 
our neighbors from other faith tra-
ditions. What an awesome opportu-
nity to share our Catholic faith with 
them! I’m really excited about this 
next stage in the history of this rich 
tradition of Saint Joseph!”

Tickets can be purchased from 
any Saint Joseph Catholic Church 
parishioner or at the door.

For more information visit st-
josephada.com or call the parish 
office at (580) 332-4811.

Charles Albert is a freelance writer 
for the Sooner Catholic.

By Charles Albert 
The Sooner Catholic

Archbishop Coakley celebrated the Blue Mass for law enforcement 
and first responders on Oct. 12 at The Cathedral of Our Lady of 
Perpetual Help in Oklahoma City. The guest speaker was Mark 
Nelson, Oklahoma Fraternal Order of Police president. Photos Chris 
Porter/Sooner Catholic.
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“The Little Way” 
of evangelizing 

the world
By Jad Ziolkowska 
The Sooner Catholic

On Sept. 30, Fa-
ther Peter Shults, 
O.S.B., led the first 
retreat in the fall 
series of the Days 

of Reflection at Saint Gregory’s 
Abbey in Shawnee. The theme 
addressed the teachings of Saint 
Thérèse of Lisieux, a French 
Carmelite nun (1873-1897) also 
known as “Little Flower,” and her 
“little way” of living a joyful life 
of humility and charity through 
simple everyday actions done with 
great love. The Day of Reflection 
coincided with the 126th anniver-
sary of her death. 

Father Peter discussed three 
main topics: evangelization 
through the Little Way of Saint 
Thérèse, the meaning of love for 
the hurting world and the Eucha-
rist as a prerequisite making the 
“little way” an effective method in 
Christian evangelization. 

He opened the day stating that 
all Catholics are called to evan-
gelization in their personal and 
professional environments, by the 
virtue of their baptism and belief 
in Jesus Christ (Mark 16:15, Matt 
9:37-39). 

He further explained the “little 
way” of Saint Thérèse as the most 
effective and most accessible way 
of evangelizing the world.

“The ‘little way’ is a simple 
approach to the spiritual life that 
seeks to do ordinary things with 
extraordinary love. It consists 
not in seeking grand sacrifices to 
God, but in little acts of holiness,” 
he said.  

Depicting the uniqueness of the 
“little way” in the secular world, 
he elaborated that people can’t 
tune out the “little way” because 
it is action, not just empty words 
and by this they recognize that it 
is real.

He continued to unfold the 
distinct aspects of the “little 
way,” and said, “The best way to 
reach people with the message 
of Christ’s love and humility is 
to become little oneself because 
in the noisy and prideful world 
exactly this littleness (and want-
ing to remain unnoticed) will be 
ultimately noticed by others.”

Father Peter pointed to the 
cross that teaches genuine and 
perfect love, and naturally leads 
to evangelization. 

“Evangelization is all about love 
… and love is the key ingredient 
to practicing the ‘little way’ in ev-
eryday life,” Father Shults said.

The participants openly shared 
their personal experiences of 

practicing the “little way.” 
Sivani Page, from Our Lady 

of Sorrows Catholic Church in 
Chandler, and OCIA candidate, 
said, “I am really inspired by the 
message of Saint Thérèse. It so 
much resonates with me because 
she teaches us to love in all situ-
ations. All things in our lives can 
be done with love. As Christians 
we are living witnesses of Christ. 
This realization can be intimidat-
ing at times, but when we apply 
the ‘little way’ and trust in Je-
sus, we are reminded to be like 
the first apostles and to spread 
Christ’s great love in the Church 
and the world.” 

Darby Heard from Saint Joseph 
Catholic Church in Norman has 
been devoted to Saint Thérèse for 
many years.

“I actively strive to live the ‘little 
way’ and to find opportunities to 
practice love in small ways every 
day, particularly in the mundane 
tasks that can tax my patience,” 
Heard said. 

She spoke about the fruits of 
practicing the “little way” in her 
life.

“The ‘little way’ forms the 
abandonment to and trust in the 
Lord. It gives us disposition to see 
God in small things. Whereas the 
world looks for big things, God’s 
voice is a whisper in the small 
actions we undertake.”

Father Peter emphasized the 
effectiveness and ripple effects of 
Saint Thérèse’s approach in the 
works of evangelization.

He said, “… it is like a 
pebble thrown into the 
pond; the rings on the 
surface disperse and go on 
and on, and that’s why the 
‘little way’ is so effective, 
it is more effective than 
standing on the street and 
preaching with words.”

He further stressed that 
the only possibility to be 
successful with practicing 
the “little way” and effective 
in evangelizing the world 
is to be nourished by the 
Eucharist, the source and 
summit of the Catholic 
faith. Through the power 
of the Eucharist, Catholic 
evangelization becomes a 
fire that ignites the world 
because it is based on 
Christ’s sacrificial love.

Concluding the Day of Re-
flection, Father Peter encouraged 
the participants, “Search for op-
portunities and demands of love. 
The smaller the opportunity for 
love, the better. This is the power 
of the ‘little way’!”

Jad Ziolkowska is a freelance 
writer for the Sooner Catholic.

Fr. Peter Shults, O.S.B., led the first retreat in the fall series of the Days 
of Reflection on Sept. 30 at St. Gregory’s Abbey in Shawnee. Photos Jad 
Ziolkowska/Sooner Catholic.

Day of Reflection
Day of Reflection, “The Eucharist and Works of Mercy”  

presented by Sr. Barbara Joseph Foley, C.S.T. is 8:30 a.m. - 3 
p.m. Nov. 11 at St. Gregory’s Abbey, 1900 W. MacArthur St., 
Shawnee. Attendees must pre-register by e-mailing retreats@
monksok.org, via the link at monksok.org or call (405) 878-
5656. Cost $30 pre-paid or $35 at the door. Lunch included.

Sooner Catholic8   October 22, 2023  

Mount St. Mary Catholic High School recently 
honored the Glass family for their leadership in 
the transformation of the new Rocket football 

turf field and stadium. In honor and recognition of Woody, 
Kacee, Jaquetta, Chloe ‘15, Cooper 
‘20, Grace ‘20, and Grady Glass ‘20, 
the Rocket football field was official-
ly renamed The Glass Family Field 
on Oct. 12. 

L to R: Cooper Glass, Kacee Glass, 
Chloe Glass, Grace Glass, Grady Glass, 
Jaquetta Glass and Woody Glass. Photos 
provided.

The Glass Family Field

The Together in Holiness marriage 
conference is 8 a.m. - 3 p.m. Nov. 4 
at Christ the King Catholic Church, 
8005 Dorset Dr. in Nichols Hills. 
Registration: $64 per couple and $5 
per child for on-site childcare. 

The day begins with a Mass and 
marriage blessing by Archbishop 
Coakley. The conference is presented 
by the St. John Paul II Foundation 
and the Archdiocese of Oklahoma 
City. View the full schedule at  
togetherinholiness.org/oklahomacity 
or e-mail ana@forlifeandfamily.org.

Together in 
Holiness 
marriage 

conference



10    October 22, 2023  Sooner Catholic  October 22, 2023   11Sooner Catholic

The Summit experience

Joyful and excited groups and individual Catholics of 
all ages, but especially youth and young adults, filled The 
Cathedral of Our Lady of Perpetual Help on the evening of 
Sept. 21.

Since the beginning of the Eucharistic Revival initiative in 
2022, the archdiocese has extended an invitation 
to all Catholics to participate in Summit adoration 
nights from 7-9 p.m. on the third Thursday of every 
month. 

Father Alexander Kroll, who led the September 
adoration, welcomed the attendees with a prayer.

“The Lord has desired to spend this evening extra 
with you. Offer your heart generously to the Lord … 
The Lord taught us, ‘Come to me, all you who are 
weary and burdened, and I will give you rest’ (Mt. 
11:28). Find his true peace in his presence today, 
find rest in him,” Kroll said. 

The voices of the participants singing the entrance 
song echoed loudly in the cathedral, “Let it rain, let 
it rain, Open the flood gates of heaven; Let it rain, let 
it rain, we want to be filled with your presence.”

A prayerful spirit of meditation filled the church 
lit by candle lights, with songs accompanying the 
prayers and fostering contemplation and adoration 
of Jesus in the Blessed Sacrament. The presence 
of the Holy Spirit embraced the believers gathered 
in the cathedral, making this holy space seem to 
resemble the Pentecost, with the faithful approach-
ing the confessionals for the Sacrament of Recon-
ciliation, exalted singing to the Lord, silent prayers 
in the depth of hearts recharging people’s spiritual 
strength and tears of joy, happiness, thanksgiving 
and love for Christ silently falling from the eyes of 
many attendees. 

Father Zak Boazman, the coordinator of the Eu-
charistic Revival for the archdiocese explained that 
Summit is meant to provide a space for a deeper 
encounter and the mountaintop experience with the 
Eucharistic Christ. It gives an opportunity to meet 
him very closely as individual disciples but at the 
same time as a large community of believers, remembering 
what the Lord taught us, “For where two or three are gath-
ered in my name, I am there among them,” (Mt. 18:20).

He further shared how Summit adoration was initiated.
“It was a group effort, but we are particularly thankful 

to Jayce Palmer, the director for youth, young adults and 
campus ministry at the archdiocese, who conceptualized the 
idea together with young adult leaders as well as to Father 

Rick Stansberry, the pastor and rector of The Cathedral of 
Our Lady of Perpetual Help who has always been very hos-
pitable, made himself available and supported this endeavor 
from the very beginning.”

Father Boazman, who coordinates the liturgical aspects, 
invites five priests to each adoration night to pray together, 
serve in the confessionals and be available to the faithful 
for personal advice and pastoral encounter after the event 
during the receptions, generously sponsored by Janis and 

Matt Mollman. 
“We have received very positive feedback from the faithful 

about the event. They find it spiritually fruitful, rejuvenat-
ing their faith, and an uplifting experience of prayer and 
community gathering, but also an opportunity to meet new 
people and friends from other ministries and parishes,” said 
Father Boazman.

Braeden and Brice Jones, brothers from Saint Andrew 

Catholic Church in Moore have been attending Summit from 
the very beginning when it started in June 2022. They vol-
unteer their time to help prepare the event and act as altar 
servers during adoration. 

“What I appreciate most is to see so many young people 
actively wanting to meet Jesus in the special way that Sum-
mit offers,” Braeden said. Brice added excitedly, “Summit 
is a beautiful and profound experience. Everyone is alive. 

Everyone seems to have this beautiful joy.” 
Braeden continued, “The highlight of the evening 

is the eucharistic procession when the priest carries 
the monstrance to the people around the church, 
stopping at each person and blessing them indi-
vidually … Knowing that Jesus is right before you, 
looking at you as you look at him so closely, gives 
me the incentive to come and encounter him again 
and again at this event.”

Brice described his personal experience, “To me, 
adoration is like water for the seed (your soul) to 
grow and bloom into an intimate relationship the 
Lord calls you to have with him. It gives me peace 
and abundant joy. Summit offers the opportunity to 
encounter the Lord in a unique way but also to ex-
perience his forgiveness, to learn to love him and to 
love others as he loves them and as he loves you.”

Encouraging others to participate, Braeden stated 
“Summit will nourish your soul in a way nothing 
else can.”

Alejandra Saldana, also from Saint Andrew Cath-
olic Church in Moore, attended Summit with her 
mom and grandmother. 

“I love adoration of the Blessed Sacrament in par-
ishes, but Summit is incredible. I always feel Jesus’ 
presence here and the heat of his love through the 
Holy Spirit … Summit is so powerful and over-
whelming I don’t even know how to put it in words,” 
she said. 

Saldana also expressed her thoughts about the 
importance of adoration for Catholics.

She said, “Adoration will deepen your relationship 
with Jesus, and the closer you get connected with him, the 
more you will thirst for him and to receive him more fre-
quently with the Holy Communion at Mass. In order to grow 
in love with Jesus you need both the Holy Eucharist and the 
adoration.”

More information about Summit adoration can be found at 
archokc.org/summit.

Jad Ziolkowska is a freelance writer for the Sooner Catholic.

By Jad Ziolkowska 
The Sooner Catholic

Fr. Alex Kroll with altar servers during adoration at The Cathedral of Our Lady of Perpetual Help in Oklahoma City. Photo Jad 
Ziolkowska/Sooner Catholic.

Adoration 
at The 

Cathedral of 
Our Lady of 

Perpetual Help 
in Oklahoma City. 
Photos Avery Holt.



from The Pontifical North Amer-
ican College in Rome as well as 
priests, staff and hundreds of 
visitors to Saint Peter’s who stood 
behind rope barriers to watch. 
Jones’s family in attendance 
included his mom, dad Dewayne, 
stepmom Brenda, his younger 
brother Chris and sister Kira. 

Along with Archbishop Coakley, 
others from the Archdiocese of 
Oklahoma City who attended the 
ordination were Father John Paul 
Lewis, director of seminarians and 
the priest chosen to vest Dea-
con Jones; Father Jerome Krug, 
vocations events coordinator; 
Father Stephen Hamilton, pastor 
of Jones’s home parish of Saint 
Monica in Edmond; Father Rich-
ard Stansberry; Father William 
Banowski; Father Kelly Edwards; 
Father Cory Stanley and more 
than 40 pilgrims from the archdi-
ocese.   

During his homily, Archbishop 
Coakley talked to seminarians 
about the changing world around 
them and how they needed to 
turn to priestly examples such as 
Blessed Stanley Rother for guid-
ance and inspiration on how to 
live as disciples. 

“My brothers, today it is not 
enough to be good churchmen. 

You must be disciples. Your life 
and ministry must be deeply 
rooted in an intimate friendship 

with Jesus Christ, 
who alone can and will 

sustain you in the challenges that 
await you in a hostile, post Chris-
tendom, and indeed post Christian 
world,” Archbishop Coakley said. 
“So, be prepared for sacrifice. Be 

prepared for opposition and 
even at times persecution. 
Look to heroic figures like 
Blessed Stanley Rother, like 
Blessed Michael McGivney, 
like Servant of God Emil 
Kapaun, all of whom were 
diocesan priests whose lives 
and witness offer bold alter-
natives to the conventional 
and bland aspirations of a 
faithless secular world.”

He continued his homily 
by saying, “This is an awe-
some time to be undertaking 
ordained ministry in the 
Catholic Church. As Saint 

John Paul II began his Petrine min-
istry here in Rome, he cried out for 
all the world to hear, ‘Be not afraid!’ 
Jesus Christ goes before us. By 
his death and resurrection, he has 

conquered the reign of 
sin and death. Let them 
act with the help of 
God in such a way that 
all will recognize them 
as disciples of Jesus 
Christ who came not to 
be served, but to serve 
others.”

On the day after the 
ordination, Deacon 
Jones preached his first 
Mass at San Lorenzo 
Fuori Le Mura (Basil-
ica of Saint Lawrence 
Outside the Walls) in 
Rome on the Feast of 
the Archangels. The 
Mass was attended 
by family, archdioce-
san priests and fellow 
seminarians, including 
Joseph Allen from Saint 
John the Baptist parish 
in Edmond.

“The greatest joy of 
my life thus far has 
been to receive the gift 

of Holy Orders. It was a joy to cele-
brate with so many Oklahomans in 
Rome!” Deacon Jones said.

“As a transitional deacon, I now 
have the privilege of being a minis-
ter of Christ and his Church. This 
means that I can celebrate bap-
tisms, witness marriages, preside 
at funerals, and bless objects and 
people. Since my ordination, I am 
most excited about being able to 
preach the Gospel to the people of 
God. Please pray for me as I make 
final preparations for my ordina-
tion to the priesthood next year!”

Diane Clay is a freelance writer 
for the Sooner Catholic.
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Corpus Christi to hold tent revival, 
info fair, health expo

I HAVE 
DECIDED 

TO FOLLOW 
TENT 

JESUS V 
Featuring Fr. Anthony Bozeman, Evangelist & Rawn Harbor, 
Music Workshop Leader 

Leading the Praise & Worship segments of the 
revival, renowned musician Rawn Harbor will 
be leading the choir in rehearsals Friday 
afternoon and most of the day Saturday. 

Vocalists of all faiths are invited to take part in 
this amazing opportunity to work with this 
gifted pianist and composer. The choir will sing 
all three days, but we realize not all workshop 
attendees may be able to participate on 
Sunday. The workshop is free. To sign up, 
email tinajennings@gmail.com. 

Friday I Oct. 27, 2023 

Noon Music Workshop Begins in the Sanctuary 
6 p.m. Praise & Worship 
6:30 p.m. Youth Revival

Saturday I Oct. 28, 2023 

10 a.m. Community Info Fair & Health Expo opens 
10 a.m. Music Workshop begins in the Sanctuary 
Noon Free lunch box giveway 
S p.m. Fair & Expo closes 
6 p.m. Praise & Worship 
6:30 p.m. Revival

Sunday I Oct. 29, 2023 
9:30 a.m. Adult Bible Study in Lange Center 
10:30 a.m. Rosary 
11 a.m. Mass 

Father Anthony Bozeman 
Known for his motivating and 
charismatic style, 
Fr. Bozeman is a frequent speaker 
at National Black Catholic 
Congress conferences. He is the 
Director of Education at St. 
Joseph's Seminary in Washington, 
D.C. Previously, he served as pastor 
of The Church of the 
Transfiguration in Los Angeles, in 
addition to parishes in New 
Orleans and Houston. 

Rawn Harbor 
Rawn Harbor is one of the 
preeminent African American 
Catholic liturgists and muscians 
in the U.S. A gifted pianist and 
composer; he is also a much 
sought-after workshop facilitator. 
He served as coordinaor of liturgy 
for the Institute for Black Catholic 
Studies at Xavier University in New 
Orleans, He will conduct the 
music workshop and lead the 
Praise & Worship on Friday and 
Saturday. 

All activities to be held in or near the tent unless noted. 
Info Fair& Health Expo will include a variety of free items 
and services plus info on community resources. 

More information can be found at our website, 
corpuschristiokc.org 

Corpus Christi Catholic Church 1616 N. Kelley Ave Oklahoma City OK

Corpus Christi Catholic Church, 
1616 N. Kelley Ave. in Oklahoma 
City, will be hosting an old fash-
ion-style tent revival Oct. 27-29 on 
the church grounds. The theme 
will be “I Have Decided To Follow 
Jesus,” and the featured evange-
list is Father Anthony Bozeman, 
director of education at Saint 
Joseph’s Seminary in Washington, 
D.C. He is known for his motivat-
ing and charismatic style and is a 
frequent speaker at National Black 
Catholic Congress conferences. 

The three-day revival will in-
clude a music workshop and an 
Info Fair & Health Expo, both 
open to community members of 
all faiths. On Oct. 27 and 28, the 
revival begins with praise and 
worship music at 6 p.m. On Oct. 
29 adult Bible study starts at 
9:30 a.m. in the church’s Lange 
Center with Rosary at 10:30 a.m. 
and Mass at 11 a.m. under the 
tent. Father Bozeman will be the 
main celebrant at all three revival 
events. 

Leading the music workshop will 
be one of the preeminent African 
American Catholic liturgists and 
musicians in the U.S., Rawn Har-
bor, who travels the country as a 
liturgist, musician and lecturer. 
The workshop will start at Noon 
on Friday, Oct. 27, in the church 
sanctuary. There is no cost to par-
ticipate but an RSVP to tinajen-
nings@gmail.com is required. 

Corpus Christi Catholic Church 
Deacon and Revival Co-Chair 

Dunn Cumby said, “We are excit-
ed to have both Father Bozeman 
and Rawn Harbor come to Okla-
homa City to rejuvenate our spirts 
and strengthen our faith by shar-
ing their gifts. Plus, the parish 
wants to reach out to community 
members surrounding our church 
by giving back to our neighbors 
by hosting an Info Fair & Health 
Expo.” 

On Saturday, Oct. 28, from 10 
a.m. to 5 p.m., Corpus Christi 
Catholic Church is partnering 
with a variety of service providers 
and exhibitors to give away free 
items and services plus informa-
tion on community resources. The 
event will take place near the tent 
on the church grounds. At noon 
the church will give away free box 
lunches while supply lasts. In ad-
dition, parish members are donat-
ing socks, gloves, knit caps and 
underwear to be given to needy 
adults. 

Community Health Centers of 
Oklahoma City will offer at no 
cost COVID vaccines, flu vaccines, 
behavior health screenings, blood 
pressure screenings, cholester-
ol screenings and basic dental 
screenings and treatments. Dental 
services will require advance regis-
tration with details coming soon. 

More details about the events, 
including an updated list of expo 
exhibitors and what they are giv-
ing away, can be found at corpus-
christiokc.org.
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Jobs Box
Parish stewardship coordinator 
- OKC

The Archdiocese of Oklahoma 
City is seeking a parish stew-
ardship coordinator to establish 
relationships with priests, staff and 
parish volunteers to assist in plan-
ning and implementation of parish 
financial goals related to steward-
ship and fundraising. Must be an 
active, practicing Catholic in good 
standing; ability to work effectively 
with others; provide excellent cus-
tomer service; organize priorities 
and use effective time management 
techniques; respect confidential-
ity; carry out multiple tasks and 
meet deadlines; follow instructions 
furnished in verbal or written for-
mat; excellent technical computer 
skills in Microsoft Office with an 
advanced competency in Microsoft 
Excel and multiple types of data-
bases such as Access and Raiser’s 
Edge. Bilingual skills in Spanish 
is preferred. Send cover letter and 
resume to humanresources@  
archokc.org.

Director of communications - 
OKC

The Archdiocese of Oklaho-
ma City is seeking a director of 
communications to represent 
the archdiocese, archbishop and 
chancery to the media by crafting 
communications, social media, 
public relations and marketing 
strategies. Supervise communi-
cations support staff, oversee the 
budget and will be responsible for 
arranging interviews, organizing 
news conferences, responding to 
media inquiries and credentialing 
press for major events. The direc-
tor also will serve as editor of the 
diocesan Sooner Catholic newspa-
per. Must have a bachelor’s degree 
in communications or related field, 
at least five years of public rela-
tions, journalism and/or market-
ing experience, and be a practic-
ing Catholic in good standing. A 
background check and safe envi-
ronment training will be required. 
Send cover letter and resume to 
humanresources@archokc.org.

Coordinator of camp programs - 
OKC

The Archdiocese of Oklahoma 
City is seeking a coordinator of 
camp programs to assist with 
evangelization efforts to youth 
throughout the archdiocese in 
conjunction with the director of 
youth, young adult and campus 
ministry, and the overall Sec-
retariat for Evangelization. The 
coordinator will provide assistance 
with scheduling and reservations 
for Our Lady of Guadalupe Cath-
olic Camp, Duc In Altum outdoor 
labs, retreats and the John Paul 
II Leadership Institute; will design 
and implement strategic activities 
for evangelization and ongoing 
discipleship of young people and 
provide intentional leadership 
opportunities that build young 
people into missionary disciples. 
Bachelor’s degree in theology, reli-

gious education, pastoral ministry 
or related field and at least three 
years of experience in leading 
youth programing, camp ministry 
or a related area focused on disci-
pleship and mentoring required. 
Send cover letter and resume to 
humanresources@archokc.org.

Coordinator of youth ministry, 
summer camp - OKC

The Archdiocese of Oklahoma 
City is seeking a coordinator of 
youth ministry and summer camp 
to be responsible for evangelization 
efforts to youth throughout the 
archdiocese, specifically the overall 
direction and supervision of Our 
Lady of Guadalupe Catholic Camp 
including staffing, planning and 
coordinating the summer camp 
program, and management of 
camp staff through effective lead-
ership, relations and operations. 
Implementing strategic activities 
for evangelization and ongoing 
discipleship of young people, as 
well as assisting in the mentoring 
and development of parish youth 
evangelization coordinators. A 
bachelor’s degree in theology, reli-
gious education, pastoral ministry 
or related field and at least three 
years of experience in leading 
youth programing, camp ministry, 
or a related area focused on disci-
pleship and mentoring is required. 
Send cover letter and resume to 
humanresources@archokc.org.

Associate director of planned 
giving - OKC

The Catholic Foundation of 
Oklahoma is seeking an associate 
director of planned giving to work 
collaboratively with the executive 
director on marketing, solicitation 
and administration of the planned 
giving program. Build and stew-
ard the CFO’s Meerschaert Legacy 
Society and Planned Giving Advi-
sory Council. Requires a flexible 
demeanor, calm under pressure 
and poised with excellent written 
and oral communication skills in a 
fast-paced office. Must be a prac-
ticing Catholic in good standing. 
Send cover letter and resume to 
humanresources@archokc.org.

Director of communications - 
Shrine

The Bl. Stanley Rother Shrine is 
seeking a full-time director of com-
munications to oversee all aspects 
of communication and promotion 
of the shrine, including public re-
lations, social media, the Church’s 
work of evangelization and knowl-
edge of and devotion to Bl. Stanley 
Rother. Must have a bachelor’s 
degree in communications or re-
lated field, at least three years of 
public relations, journalism and/
or marketing experience, and be a 
practicing Catholic in good stand-
ing. Fluency in English and Span-
ish preferred. A background check 
and safe environment training 
will be required. Send cover letter 
and resume to humanresources@
archokc.org.

Director of Immigration Legal 
Services – OKC

Catholic Charities of the Archdi-
ocese of Oklahoma City is seeking 
a director of immigration legal 
services to establish and provide 
effective management and over-
sight for all operational and stra-
tegic services and programs. Juris 
doctorate degree; admitted to and 
licensed by the state bar of Okla-
homa or of another state(s), which 
license must be maintained in 
good standing at all times or ac-
creditation as a Department of 
Justice representative for no less 
than five years in good standing 
at all times. A minimum of five 
years of experience in providing 
family-based immigration legal 
services under the INA and related 
statutes, rules and regulations. No 
less than three years of experience 
in supervision, management or 
coordination of professional and/
or clerical staff involved in the 
providing of legal services under 
the INA and related statutes, rules 
and regulations. Send cover letter 
and resume to Monica Palmer at 
mpalmer@ccaokc.org

Case manager assistant - OKC
Catholic Charities of the Archdi-

ocese of Oklahoma City is seeking 
a Sanctuary Women’s Development 
Center case manager assistant for 
the supervision, safety and care of 
daily clients, including managing 
and monitoring day to day needs 
for care and implementing social/
learning activities for adults and 
children. The primary responsi-
bility is providing support to staff 
for case management services in 
the homeless day shelter. High 
School Diploma or GED; at least 
three years’ secretarial experience, 
working knowledge of word pro-
cessing programs and operations, 
understanding of the functioning 
of a social service agency; experi-
ence working with a large homeless 
concentration and or case man-
agement; fluency in Spanish and 
English preferred. Send cover letter 
and resume to Racheal Singley at 
rsingley@ccaokc.org.

Financial grant compliance  
officer – OKC

Catholic Charities of the Archdi-
ocese of Oklahoma City is seeking 
a financial grant compliance officer 
to manage grants administra-
tion operations, grantee contract 
requirements and performance; 
draft grant and other contracts; 
maintain grant records; monitor 
and report on grant strategy bud-
gets; and ensure compliance with 
organizational and federal/state 
rules and regulations. Must have 
a bachelor’s degree in accounting, 
finance, business administration, 
economics, or other suitable field 
of study is required; three plus 
years’ experience in accounting, 
financial reporting, accounts 
payable, payroll, accounts receiv-
able; experience with grant ad-
ministration preferred; non- profit 

experience preferred; excellent 
knowledge of data analysis and 
forecasting methods. Proficient 
in the use of Microsoft Office and 
other computer applications, such 
as Excel. Send cover letter and 
resume to Dcn. Dave Ashton at 
dashton@ccaokc.org.

Director of operations – OKC
Cristo Rey OKC Catholic High 

School is seeking a director of op-
erations to assure the proper func-
tioning and maintenance of school 
property, oversee transportation of 
a fleet of eight vans and 200 stu-
dents, and works cross function-
ally with every department. Send 
resume and cover letter to Deby.
Snodgrass@cristoreyokc.org.

Student success and relation-
ship manager - OKC

Cristo Rey OKC Catholic High 
School is seeking a student suc-
cess and relationship manager to 
help enhance the overall experience 
for Cristo Rey OKC students while 
fostering strong relationships be-
tween the school, corporate part-
ners, students, and their families. 
This position combines elements of 
student coaching, mentorship and 
community engagement, aiming to 
ensure success, satisfaction and 
retention of students and corporate 
partners throughout their cor-
porate work study journey. Send 
cover letter and resume to BWebb@
cristoreyokc.org.

Third-grade teacher - OKC
Sacred Heart Catholic School in 

Oklahoma City has an immediate 
opening for a third-grade teach-
er for the 2023-24 school year. 
Sacred Heart OKC offers faith 
and virtue-centered classrooms. 
Teaching experience is required. 
A bachelor’s degree in education 
and Oklahoma teacher certifi-
cation are preferred but not re-
quired. The school can work with 
teacher through the certification 
process. Must be able to support 
the mission of Sacred Heart Cath-
olic School. Send resume and a 
copy of the teaching certificate to 
Principal Tera Albert at principal@
sacredheartokc.org or call (405) 
634-5673. Download the teacher 
application packet at archokc.org/
careers.

Science teacher - OKC
St. Charles Borromeo Catholic 

School in Oklahoma City is seek-
ing a middle school science teach-
er. Send resume and cover letter to 
Principal Todd Gungoll at mr.gun-
goll@scbokc.org. 

Cafeteria worker - OKC
Bishop McGuinness Catholic 

School has a part time position 
available in the cafeteria. Hours 
are 8:30 a.m. - 2:30 p.m. Mon-
days and Tuesdays. Contact Laura 
Scott at (405) 842-6656.

To see more job openings, go on-
line to archokc.org/jobs-box.

The first session of the “Synod 
on Synodality,” currently meeting 
in Rome, is slated to be followed by 
a second such month-long affair in 
October 2024. Both aim to build a 
“Synodal Church of Communion, 
Participation and Mission,” which 
is certainly a laudable goal. Two 
weeks into Synod-2023, howev-
er, it must be asked whether the 
Synod’s methodology is conducive 
to serious conversation character-
ized by the “parrhesia” – the frank 
speaking – so often recommended 
by Pope Francis.

The Catholic Church has held 
synods since 1967, two years after 
Pope Paul VI created the Synod of 
Bishops. No one involved in these 
gatherings over the past half-cen-
tury is likely to argue that a 
perfect method for making synods 
interesting, effective and humanly 
bearable has ever been devised. 
Rhetoric can, and has, gotten out 
of control: one weary cardinal, 
asked after the first week of Syn-
od-2001 whether everything had 
been said on the synod’s topic, 
replied. “Yes, everything has been 
said. But not everyone has said 
it.” Different methodologies – more 
open discussion in general assem-
bly; more small-group discussions, 
openly structured; – have been 
tried. None has proven completely 
satisfactory.

However, what is particular-
ly striking about Synod-2023 is 
how closely micro-managed its 
small-group discussions are. The 
synodal “Instrumentum Labo-

ris” (Working Document) includes 
thirty-three single-spaced pages 
of “Worksheets” through which 
the small groups are to make 
their way, question-by-question, 
in precisely time-calibrated seg-
ments monitored by “facilitators” 
appointed by the Synod General 
Secretariat. Whether this meth-
od of discussion-management (or 
discussion-control) will prove an 
improvement over previous syn-
odal methodologies remains to be 
seen; the odds seem long to me.

This raises the question of 
whether the discussion might be 
gingered up if the prescribed ques-
tions, which are largely focused on 
issues of intra-Church process as 
defined by the (secular) criterion of 
“inclusivity,” were complemented 
by dropping questions of a more 
substantive, Christian nature into 
the conversation. Happily, such a 
set of questions was suggested by 
Archbishop Joseph Naumann of 
Kansas City, Kan., which I found 
in a statement by the International 
Catholic Jurists Forum published 
in the “National Catholic Register.” 
If I may paraphrase:

Does the call of Christ for repen-
tance, with which the Lord began 
his public ministry (cf. Mark 1.15), 
necessarily create an ecclesial cul-
ture of “exclusion?”

How should we understand the 
Lord’s clear, countercultural, and 
challenging teaching on the per-
manence of marriage, or on the 
consequences of undisciplined 
appetites? Are these teachings 

alienating? Might they be liberat-
ing? And if liberating, what do they 
teach us about the true meaning 
of freedom?

Many followers left Jesus after 
he told them, “Unless you eat the 
flesh of the Son of man and drink 
his blood, you have no life in you” 
(John 6:53). Given that abandon-
ment, and the Lord’s follow-up 
question to those who remained 
(“Do you also wish to go away?” 
[Jn 6.57]), can we say that radical 
inclusivity was the Lord’s highest 
priority?

Why should Catholics be sur-
prised or made uncomfortable 
when so many people in Western 
societies reject the Church’s moral 
teaching on the life issues, on the 
true expressions of human love, 
and on our created givenness as 
men and women? Does rejection of 
those teachings mean that they’re 
wrong? Those teachings are surely 
countercultural today; but doesn’t 
their rejection call us to more effec-
tive communication of the truths 
the Lord has given the Church?  

What has drawn people to Christ 
and the Church over two millen-
nia – an inclusivity that rendered 
the Church indistinguishable from 
the ambient culture and sur-
rounding society, or a mode of life 
that, while countercultural, was 
manifestly more life-affirming and 
ennobling?

It is certainly true that “every-
one is welcome in the Church,” as 
we hear so often today. But must 
not that sentence be completed, 

such that it’s clear that everyone is 
welcome in the Church on Christ’s 
terms, not their own? In our work 
of evangelization, how do we com-
municate that with compassion, 
recognizing that we are a Church 
of sinners who often fall short of 
the mark – but who have no au-
thority to change the mark?

These questions should prompt 
a synodal reflection on why John 
Paul II was such a powerful evan-
gelical magnet for young people. 
It was not, I suggest, because he 
pandered to them. It was because 
he was transparently honest about 
the demands of the Gospel and 
challenged young adults – and the 
rest of us – never to forget that the 
grace of God makes spiritual and 
moral grandeur possible in our 
lives.

If the call to “inclusivity” means 
blunting the sharp edges of the 
Gospel, then that call is not a work 
of the Holy Spirit.  

George Weigel’s column ‘The 
Catholic Difference’ is syndicated 
by the Denver Catholic, the official 
publication of the Archdiocese of 
Denver.
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The Catholic Difference

Questions to enliven Synod-2023

George Weigel
Ethics and Public 

Policy Center 

Book Review: “Fathers of the Church: Saint Athanasius”
By Br. Benet Exton, O.S.B. 

The Sooner Catholic

This biography on Saint Athanasius, the Pa-
triarch of Alexandria, is part of Mike Aquilina’s 
series on the Church Fathers. I have previously 
reviewed his first book in this series, “Saint 
Irenaeus.”

This is a very lively book that serves as an in-
troduction to the life and works of this Church 
Father from Egypt. Saint Athanasius was 
deeply involved in countering the Arian here-
sy through his actions and writings. He was a 
deacon and a major aide to Alexander (d. 328), 
the Patriarch of Alexandria, and was with him 
at the Council of Nicaea in 325. The Council 
focused on the Arian heresy and other issues, 
but Arianism was the major threat to Church 
unity. Saint Athanasius succeeded Alexan-
der as patriarch and had to continue the fight 
against Arianism. Aquilina describes what this 
heresy is and narrates the story of Saint Atha-
nasius’s efforts to uphold orthodoxy.

Saint Athanasius was exiled from Alexan-
dria five times due to this heresy. He visited 
other orthodox bishops 
and had their support, 
especially those in the 
West, including the 
Pope. Many of the East-
ern bishops were not as 
united in orthodoxy as 
those in the West. One 
of Saint Athanasius’s 
tools to combat Arianism was sarcasm and te-
nacity. He not only had to contend with Arians 
in church positions but also with emperors of 
the Roman Empire who were influenced by 
Arians and exiled Saint Athanasius.

Saint Athanasius is famous not only for his 
defense of orthodoxy but also for writing the 
biography of Saint Anthony (or Antony) of the 
Desert, “the Father of Monasticism.” He had 
ample free time during his exiles to write com-
mentaries, sermons and many letters. Aquilina 
presents some of these throughout the book. 
Other materials from writers of Saint Athana-

sius’s time are provided to serve as background 
information for what Aquilina presents.

Once again, this is a very lively introduc-
tion to the life and works of Saint 

Athanasius. He has 
been called the “Fa-
ther of Orthodoxy” and 
“the Great.” The book 
does not include illus-
trations or maps, but 
a map would be help-
ful to show the places 
the saint had to travel. 
The book does include 
endnotes and a bib-
liography. It is highly 
recommended for those 

interested in early Church history, the Church 
Fathers, and theology. Aquilina’s book on Saint 
Augustine is also excellent and comes highly 
recommended.

Br. Benet Exton, O.S.B., Saint Gregory’s 
Abbey, Shawnee, is a freelance writer for the 
Sooner Catholic.
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Lánzate a lo más Profundo
Luke 5:4

¡Ven, Espíritu Santo!

Arzobispo Pablo S. Coakley

Durante este mes de octubre se ha desar-
rollado en Roma un acontecimiento especial. 
Hace tres años, el papa Francisco convocó 
a una consulta mundial que culminará este 
mes con lo que denominó el “Sínodo sobre 
la Sinodalidad”. Pero ¿de qué se trata? ¿Qué 
es concretamente un sínodo, un sínodo de 
obispos? 

Según el Código de Derecho Canónico #342: 
“El sínodo de los Obispos es una asamblea de 
Obispos escogidos de las distintas regiones 
del mundo, que se reúnen en ocasiones 
determinadas para fomentar la unión estre-
cha entre el Romano Pontífice y los Obispos, 
y ayudar al Papa con sus consejos para la 
integridad y mejora de la fe y costumbres y la 
conservación y fortalecimiento de la disciplina 
eclesiástica, y estudiar las cuestiones que se 
refieren a la acción de la Iglesia en el mundo”.

La raíz griega de la palabra sínodo significa 
“caminar juntos”. El dicasterio del sínodo de 
los obispos fue establecido como una oficina 
permanente de la Curia Romana por el papa 
Pablo VI después del Concilio Vaticano II con 
el fin de reunir periódicamente a obispos del 
mundo para asesorar al Sumo Pontífice en 
los temas éste propusiera. El sínodo actual se 
perfila como diferente a los anteriores, todos 
ellos compuestos exclusivamente por obispos. 

Éste ha buscado un tipo de participación 
más amplia e incluye como miembros con 
derecho a voto no sólo a obispos, sino tam-
bién a sacerdotes, religiosos e incluso laicos.

Hace tres años, el papa propuso hacer un 
sínodo sobre la sinodalidad, diciendo que 
quería que la Iglesia discutiera sobre cómo 
realmente “caminamos juntos” como Iglesia. 

¿Cómo involucramos a cada miembro de la 
Iglesia y sus dones en la misión de hacer 
discípulos? Según los documentos oficiales, 
el tema de este sínodo es “comunión, partici-
pación y misión”. 

Sinceramente, el concepto de sinodalidad 
es difícil de asimilar y la forma en que se ha 
implementado el proceso sinodal lo ha hecho 
aún más complicado. Se puso en marcha 
una consulta mundial, estructurada en fases 
diocesanas, regionales y continentales. Lam-
entablemente, en su gran mayoría, el proceso 
no ha producido los niveles de participación 
esperados en muchas partes del mundo. 

En la arquidiócesis de Oklahoma City par-
ticiparon unas dos mil personas, ya fuera 
asistiendo a una sesión en persona o re-
spondiendo a una encuesta en línea. Si bien 
agradecemos la participación de los fieles de 
nuestra arquidiócesis, se trata de un número 
muy reducido para una diócesis que cuenta 
con más de doscientos mil católicos. 

Las preguntas de diálogo presentadas en 
el documento de trabajo de 40 páginas abar-
caban desde quién debe participar en la toma 
de decisiones hasta las maneras en las que 
colaboramos con organizaciones seculares, 
tales como medios de comunicación y redes 
sociales. 

En palabras del papa, quiere que la Iglesia 
escuche más e involucre a más personas en 
los procesos de toma de decisiones, y no sólo 
al clero. Esto es bueno. En este sentido, creo 
que la Iglesia en los Estados Unidos ya es 
muy “sinodal”. 

Quizá sea una de las iglesias más sinodales 
del mundo. Tenemos consejos y comités que 

involucran a católicos 
de todos los estados de 
vida en el discernimiento 
de nuestras prioridades 
pastorales y en la toma 
de decisiones. En nuestra 
arquidiócesis, por ejemplo, 
estoy rodeado de sacer-
dotes, diáconos, religiosos, 
religiosas y laicos que par-
ticipan regularmente en 
casi todas las decisiones 
que afectan a la vida de 
nuestra Iglesia local. 

Por ejemplo, un conse-
jo vocacional me asesora 
sobre los jóvenes que van 
a ser aceptados en el sem-
inario y su proceso de for-
mación sacerdotal. Dicho 
consejo vocacional está 
formado por un sacerdote, 
una religiosa, un laico 
y una laica que ofrecen 
perspectivas particulares. 
Esto es, en mi opinión, 
una expresión de la sinod-
alidad en acción. 

Sin embargo, el papa 
Francisco procede de 
Sudamérica, donde esto 
no es una realidad. En 
América Latina, rara vez 
hay laicos trabajando 
en los departamentos y 
oficinas de la curia dioc-
esana. Es realmente raro 
encontrar consejos y comi-

tés de consulta 
trabajando junto 
con los obispos 
en la misión de 
gobernar, en-
señar y santificar 
encomendada a 
los obispos. En 
cambio, nuestra 
Iglesia en los Estados Unidos es una Iglesia 
muy sinodal. 

Desafortunadamente, las buenas inten-
ciones del pontífice de escuchar y aumentar 
la participación han sido malinterpretadas 
por algunos. Para algunos, el sínodo se ha 
convertido en una consulta no sobre la sinod-
alidad, no sobre la comunión, la participación 
y la misión, sino sobre cuestiones de doctrina 
que a algunos les gustaría reconsiderar si la 
mayoría está de acuerdo en que deben cam-
biar. 

Esto ha creado expectativas poco razonables 
y confusión sobre lo que es modificable y lo 
que es permanente en la constitución y las 
enseñanzas de la Iglesia. Hasta ahora, el papa 
ha optado por no corregir de forma inequívoca 
esta concepción errónea de sus intenciones 
iniciales para el sínodo. 

Para los católicos preocupados por las 
conclusiones que se pudieran arrojar en este 
sínodo, quiero reafirmar que no hay nada 
malo en la sinodalidad. No hay nada malo en 
entender que la Iglesia somos todos nosotros, 
y estamos en este “caminar juntos” al Cielo. 
Es bueno subrayar que el trabajo de hacer 
discípulos nos corresponde a todos; tanto a 
ustedes, como a los sacerdotes, a los diáco-
nos, a los religiosos y a los padres de familia. 

Creemos en la comunión, en la partici-
pación y en la misión de la Iglesia. Demostra-
mos que somos una Iglesia sinodal a través 
del trabajo de cada consejo pastoral parro-
quial, en cada junta que supervisa y guía los 
diferentes ministerios y apostolados de la Igle-
sia, y en los muchos otros organismos consul-
tivos, como las consejos de las escuelas y los 
consejos financieros. Si bien recibimos con 
agrado la sinodalidad, también promovemos 
las verdades de la fe y afirmamos que deben 
ser valoradas y protegidas incluso mientras se 
desarrollan auténticamente. 

Nuestro Santo Padre tiene muchas virtudes 
destacadas y evidentes. Tiene un profundo 
compromiso y un auténtico amor por los po-
bres, los vulnerables, los excluidos y los que 
viven en las periferias. Le apasiona proteger 
la creación de Dios, que es nuestro hogar en 
común. 

Sin embargo, en ocasiones puede resultar 
ambiguo al hablar, lo que puede crear dudas 
sobre la intención de sus palabras. Aun así, 
creo sinceramente, que la redefinición de la 
doctrina no era la intención del papa Francis-
co al convocar este sínodo.

Ruego para que este Sínodo sobre la Sino-
dalidad sea un momento de gracia para la 
Iglesia. Los invito a orar por el papa Francisco 
y por todos los participantes en el sínodo para 
que colaboren con el Espíritu Santo prometi-
do por Jesucristo que guía a la Iglesia en la 
verdad, la comunión y la caridad. 

¡No tengan miedo! ¡Dios está con nosotros!

ROMA - Mientras Karen Jones 
observaba a su hijo doblar la es-
quina tras el baldacchino de Ber-
nini en la Basílica de San Pedro de 
Roma, se llenó de orgullo y pensó: 
“¡Está sucediendo de verdad!”

“Miras a tu hijo y piensas que 
está en un lugar realmente bueno, 
realmente en paz. Eso lo significa 
todo. Quieres que tus hijos en-
cuentren lo que les hace saber que 
su vida tiene sentido y 
lo que les hace vibrar. 
Verle en ese lugar 
donde tiene confianza 
y tú puedes verlo, es lo 
mejor para él. Ver a tu 
hijo encontrar lo suyo, 
especialmente algo así, 
es lo que quieres como 
padre.”

Karen Jones fue uno 
de los pocos familiares 
y amigos que asist-
ieron a la ordenación 
diaconal de Stephen 
Austin Jones, de 29 
años, el 28 de septiem-
bre en el Vaticano. Fue 
uno de los 19 seminar-
istas ordenados diáconos transito-
rios por el arzobispo Coakley, que 
actuó como prelado ordenante. Si 
Dios quiere, Jones será ordenado 
sacerdote en junio de 2024.

A la misa asistieron amigos y 
familiares de los seminaristas del 
Pontificio Colegio Norteamericano 
de Roma, así como sacerdotes, 
personal y cientos de visitantes 

de San Pedro que permanecieron 
detrás de las barreras de cuerda. 
Entre los familiares de Jones se 
encontraban su madre, su padre 
Dewayne, su madrastra Brenda, 
su hermano pequeño Chris y su 
hermana Kira. 

Además del arzobispo Coakley, 
asistieron a la ordenación sacer-
dotal el padre John Paul Lewis, di-
rector de seminaristas y sacerdote 
elegido para investir al diácono 
Jones; el padre Jerome Krug, coor-
dinador de eventos vocacionales; el 
padre Stephen Hamilton, párroco 

de la parroquia de Santa Móni-
ca, en Edmond; el padre Rich-
ard Stansberry; el padre William 
Banowski; el padre Kelly Edwards; 
el padre Cory Stanley y más de 40 
peregrinos de la arquidiócesis.   

Durante su homilía, el arzobispo 
Coakley habló a los seminaristas 
sobre el mundo cambiante que 
les rodea y sobre la necesidad de 

recurrir a ejemplos sacerdotales 
como el del beato Stanley Rother 
en busca de orientación e inspi-
ración sobre cómo vivir como 
discípulos. 

“Hermanos míos, hoy no bas-
ta con ser buenos eclesiásticos. 
Debéis ser discípulos. Vuestra vida 
y vuestro ministerio deben estar 
profundamente arraigados en una 
íntima amistad con Jesucristo, 
el único que puede sosteneros en 
los desafíos que os esperan en un 
mundo hostil, postcristiano y, de 
hecho, postcristiano,” dijo el arzo-

bispo Coakley. “Por 
tanto, estad prepara-
dos para el sacrificio. 
Estad preparados 
para la oposición e 
incluso a veces para 
la persecución. Mirad 
a figuras heroicas 
como el Beato Stan-
ley Rother, como 
el Beato Michael 
McGivney, como el 
Siervo de Dios Emil 
Kapaun, todos ellos 
sacerdotes diocesa-
nos cuyas vidas y 
testimonio ofrecen 
alternativas audaces 
a las aspiraciones 

convencionales y anodinas de un 
mundo secular sin fe.”

Continuó su homilía diciendo: 
“Este es un momento impresion-
ante para emprender el ministerio 
ordenado en la Iglesia Católi-
ca. Cuando San Juan Pablo II 
comenzó su ministerio petrino 
aquí en Roma, gritó para que todo 
el mundo lo oyera: ‘¡No tengáis 

miedo! Jesucristo va delante de 
nosotros. Con su muerte y res-
urrección, ha vencido el reino del 
pecado y de la muerte. Que actúen 
con la ayuda de Dios de tal mane-
ra que todos les reconozcan como 
discípulos de Jesucristo, que no 
vino a ser servido, sino a servir a 
los demás.”

Al día siguiente de la ordenación, 
el diácono Jones predicó su pri-
mera Misa en San Lorenzo Fuori 
Le Mura (Basílica de San Loren-
zo Extramuros) de Roma, en la 
fiesta de los Arcángeles. A la misa 
asistieron familiares, sacerdotes 
de la arquidiócesis y compañeros 
de seminario, entre ellos Joseph 
Allen, de la parroquia de San Juan 
Bautista de Edmond.

“La mayor alegría de mi vida 
hasta ahora ha sido recibir el don 
de las Sagradas Órdenes. Fue una 
alegría celebrarlo con tantos ha-
bitantes de Oklahoma en Roma,” 
dijo el diácono Jones.

“Como diácono transitorio, 
ahora tengo el privilegio de ser 
ministro de Cristo y de su Iglesia. 
Esto significa que puedo celebrar 
bautismos, ser testigo de matrimo-
nios, presidir funerales y bendecir 
objetos y personas. Desde mi orde-
nación, lo que más me entusiasma 
es poder predicar el Evangelio al 
pueblo de Dios. Por favor, rezad 
por mí mientras hago los últimos 
preparativos para mi ordenación 
sacerdotal el año que viene.”

Diane Clay es escritora independ-
iente para el Sooner Catholic.
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“La mayor alegría de mi vida” 

Karen Jones, Stephen Jones, el arzobispo Coakley y Dewayne Jones en la Basílica de San Pedro de Roma. Stephen Jones fue ordenado diácono transitorio por el 
arzobispo Coakley el 28 de septiembre. Fotos Diane Clay/Sooner Catholic.
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Briefs

If there were any doubts 
in my mind that God uses 
Catholic radio as a vehicle to 
increase both faith and the 
faithful, Carly Rae Van Zant 
cemented my belief. She is a 
volunteer for Oklahoma Cath-
olic Radio, who offers a variety 
of skills and expertise she has 
acquired from her career in 
communications and radio 
broadcasting.

We visited recently about 
some upcoming events and 
changes for OKCR. What 
was compelling in our con-
versation, however, was how 
God drew her to himself and 
invited her into the Catholic 
Church. She was not theatri-
cal nor sensational in telling 
her story. In fact, she was 
quite modest, but with a certi-
tude that the events which ap-
peared coincidental amounted 
to much more. There was an 
unspoken wonder at God’s 
providence that became evi-
dent as she talked.

Van Zant’s journey to the 
Catholic Church began at the 
funeral of Ralph Tyler who had 
been her employer at Tyler 
Media. She was impressed by 
the Catholic funeral and said 
as much to a friend. 

“That’s because it was holy,” 
her friend replied. 

That remark was a catalyst 
and contributed to Van Zant’s 
impulse to become a Catholic. 
She wanted the reinforcement 
of a friend who was famil-
iar with Catholicism in this 
undertaking. She resorted to 
asking a long-time friend to 
join her at Mass. Her friend, 
Chitra, was not herself Cath-
olic. She was from Malaysia 
and had attended Catholic 
school there. Chitra agreed be-
cause, conveniently, she and 
another mutual friend of the 
two women had just decided to 
attend Mass and inquire into 
Catholicism. As it turned out, 
their plan involved attending 
Mass at Epiphany of the Lord 
Catholic Church. She pur-
sued her study of the Church, 
entered and was confirmed in 
2020.

This story is an illustration 
of how God’s magnanimous 
favor spills out over us and be-
yond what we can imagine. In 

Van Zant’s case, not only did 
she become part of the Epiph-
any parish family, but she also 
literally joined a family as the 
RCIA leader at Epiphany be-
came her father-in-law! Chitra 
also experienced God’s direc-
tion and blessing. She needs 
a kidney transplant, but her 
hopes of finding the perfect 
match as a Malaysian living in 
the United States were almost 
impossible. Despite the odds, 
Van Zant volunteered to be 
tested. Incredibly, she is a per-
fect match for Chitra and will 
become her donor.

Van Zant continues her nos-
talgia for her years of employ-
ment with Tyler Media when 
they owned 97.3 FM, KKNG. 

“That’s how I learned about 
Catholic Radio. When I buy a 
car,” Van Zant said. “I pro-
gram the radio to 97.3.” 

She was introduced during 
drive time to programs like 
“Called to Communion” and 
“Catholic Answers Live.” These 
programs bolstered her faith. 

“Catholic radio is not just for 
cradle Catholics,” Van Zant 
said. 

She has volunteered for 
OKCR, doing voice overs in 
ads and serving as a radiothon 
host. Currently, she is apply-
ing her talents in producing a 
benefit for OKCR.

“Theology at the Tower-OKC” 
is planned for February 2024. 

“We want to appeal to a 
larger audience, beyond the 
radiothon, that does not listen 
to Catholic radio yet. The em-
phasis is on connecting with 
our faith and education,” Van 
Zant said. 

The content Van Zant de-
scribed is similar she said to 
what people might hear on 
“Catholic Answers Live.” OKCR 
will host a dinner and a panel 
of four priests who will answer 
questions about the faith. 

Participating in “Theology 
at the Tower-OKC” will be an 
avenue for me to continue 
developing friendships and to 
nurture my faith that Catho-
lic radio has provided for me 
for many years. The time Van 
Zant and I spent discussing 
her faith journey allowed the 
two of us to marvel at how 
God sought her out and used 
Catholic radio to reveal himself 
to her in the Catholic faith. In 
Van Zant’s story, I recognized 
that even as I seek God’s face; 
it is he who calls after me.

Are you listening?
By Sally Crowe Nash

Archdiocesan Eucharistic 
Procession

Join Archbishop Coakley at the 
second Archdiocesan Eucharistic 
Procession on Oct. 29 at the Bl. 
Stanley Rother Shrine, 700 S.E. 
89 St. in Oklahoma City. Adora-
tion at 2 p.m.; eucharistic proces-
sion at 3:15 p.m.; and benediction 
and conclusion at 4:30 p.m. 

National Eucharistic Congress
Join Archbishop Coakley and 

other members of the Archdiocese 
of Oklahoma City at the National 
Eucharistic Congress July 17-21, 
2024, in Indianapolis, Ind. Visit 
archokc.org/nec2024. 

Red Mass 
Archbishop Coakley invites 

everyone to the Red Mass for legal 
professionals at 6 p.m. Oct. 26 
at The Cathedral of Our Lady of 
Perpetual Help, 3214 N. Lake Ave. 
in Oklahoma City. The Mass is 
dedicated to invoking God’s bless-
ing on all those entrusted with the 
administration of justice and to 
seek guidance from the Holy Spirit 
while carrying out their respon-
sibilities. Guest speaker is Gov. 
Frank Keating. RSVP at archokc.
org/redmass.

Medical Mass
Archbishop Coakley invites 

everyone to the Mass for Medical 
Professionals at 10 a.m. Oct. 28 
at The Cathedral of Our Lady of 
Perpetual Help, 3214 N. Lake Ave. 
in Oklahoma City. Guest speak-
er is Dr. Patrick Yeung, who will 
speak on natural family planning 
and fertility. RSVP at archokc.org/
medicalmass.

Holy Fire OKC
Middle school Catholics are 

invited to Holy Fire Oklahoma City 
9:30 a.m. – 5:30 p.m. Oct. 28 at 
Rose State College Hudiburg Chev-
rolet Center, 6000 S. Prosper Blvd. 
in Midwest City. Cost $45 pp. 
(optional Chick-Fil-A lunch avail-
able for purchase). Mass will be 
celebrated at 4 p.m. Visit eqsaints.
com/holyfire-OKC. 

Danube River Cruise
Join Fr. Rick Stansberry and 

Dr. Marcellino D’Ambrosio on a 
Danube River Cruise pilgrimage 
Oct. 20-30, 2024, that includes 
Munich, Vienna, Bratislava and 
Budapest, plus an optional exten-
sion to Krakow. Visit selectinter-
nationaltours.com. Contact (800) 
842-4842; jane@select-intl.com.

Grand House dinner
The Knights of Columbus coun-

cil at St. Eugene Catholic Church 
is hosting a dinner at Grand 
House Asian Bistro at 6 p.m. on 
Oct. 24 at 2701 N. Classen Blvd. 
in Oklahoma City. The dinner will 
have five courses, each with a 
wine pairing. Cost $60, includes 
tax and gratuity. Contact Steve 
Chastain at (405) 408-8931. Make 
checks payable to K of C Council 

10822 and mail to Steve Chastain, 
12532 Deep Wood Creek Drive, 
OKC, OK 73142. Proceeds will go 
to council charities and activities.

Ashes to Ashes
All men 21 years of age and old-

er are invited to join the Knights 
of Columbus 7 p.m. - 10 p.m. Oct. 
24 at St. Francis of Assisi Catho-
lic Church, 1901 N.W. 18 St., for 
an evening of fellowship, cigars 
and liquor. Cost: $50 pp, which 
includes glass, two cigars, liquor 
and snacks. Contact Steven D’Avis 
at (405) 889-6517; SD39Avis@
yahoo.com or Louis Lyon at (405) 
525-7419; lyon.den@sbcglobal.net.

Bingo
The Knights of Columbus fam-

ily bingo at St. James Catholic 
Church, 4201 S. McKinley in 
Oklahoma City is Oct. 26. All 
games $10. Food reasonably 
priced, served at 5:45 p.m. Bingo 
at 6:30 p.m. All players receive 
a raffle ticket for a LG 50-inch 
LED TV to be given away. October 
birthdays will be recognized. 

Fundraising auction
A friends of Holy Trinity Catholic 

School fundraising auction is 6 
p.m. Oct. 28 at North 2 and Mis-
souri St. in Okarche. Cost $40 pp 
or $50 at the door. Food, drinks 
and entertainment. 

Ignatian silent retreat
An Ignatian three-day silent 

directed retreat is Nov. 2-5 at Our 
Lady of Grace Catholic Retreat 
Center, 4919 South Fairgrounds 
in Stillwater. Pre-registration re-
quired. Contact (405) 747-5035; 
Judene@OurLadyofGraceCatholi-
cRetreatCenter.com.

Together in Holiness marriage 
conference

The Together in Holiness mar-
riage conference is 8 a.m. - 3 p.m. 
Nov. 4 at Christ the King Catholic 
Church, 8005 Dorset Dr. in Nich-
ols Hills. Registration: $64 per 
couple and $5 per child for on-site 
childcare. Visit togetherinholiness.
org/oklahomacity.

Turkey dinner
Sts. Peter and Paul Catholic 

Church in Kingfisher will be serv-
ing their annual turkey dinner 11 
a.m. – 1 p.m. on Nov. 5 in Ross 
Hall, 315 S. Main in Kingfisher. 
Drive through carry-outs will be 
available. Call the church office at 
(405) 375-4616.

Shrine tour
The Central Region Council of 

Catholic Women invite everyone 
to join them on a tour of the Bl. 
Stanely Rother Shrine at 10:30 
a.m. on Nov. 10. Participants will 
meet at 9:30 a.m. in the Pilgrim 
Center. There will be free time at 
11:30 a.m. until the 12:15 p.m. 
Mass in the chapel. Lunch at a 
local restaurant at 1 p.m. RSVP to 
Linda Tucker at (405) 659-4885.
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October

22   Twenty-Ninth Sunday in 
       Ordinary Time.

23   Feast of St. John of 
       Capistrano.

24   Feast of St. Anthony Mary 
       Claret.

24   Knights of Columbus Ashes 
       to Ashes, for men 21 years 
       of age and older, 7 p.m. - 10 
       p.m. ,St. Francis of Assisi 
       Catholic Church, 1901 N.W. 
       18 St. Contact Steven D’Avis 
       at (405) 889-6517.

26   Red Mass for legal profession-
       als, 6 p.m. ,Oct. 26, The Ca-
       thedral of Our Lady of Per
       petual Help, 3214 N. Lake 
       Ave., Oklahoma City.

26   Bingo 6:30 p.m. at St. James 
       Catholic Church, 4201 S. 
       McKinley, Oklahoma City.

28   Feast of Sts. Simon and Jude, 
       Apostles.

28   Holy Fire OKC, 9:30 a.m. – 
       5:30 p.m., Rose State College
       Hudiburg Chevrolet Center, 
       6000 S. Prosper Blvd., Mid-
       west City. Visit eqsaints.com/
       holyfire-OKC.

28   Pray the Rosary for Life, 9:30 
       a.m., Our Lady of Lebanon 

Calendar
This calendar only covers the two weeks between issue dates and may not reflect all of the calendar items. To see a full calendar, go to soonercatholic.org.
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       Catholic Church, 500 Ala-
       meda St., Norman. Contact 
       Connie Lang, (405) 249-1041, 
       potato.lang@gmail.com.

28    Mass for Medical Profession-
        als, 10 a.m., The Cathedral of 
        Our Lady of Perpetual Help, 
        3214 N. Lake Ave., Oklahoma 
        City.

28    Holy Trinity Catholic School 
        fundraising auction, 6 p.m., 
        North 2 and Missouri St.,
        Okarche.

29    Thirtieth Sunday in Ordinary 
        Time.

29    Archdiocesan Eucharistic 
        Procession, 3:15 p.m., Bl. 
        Stanley Rother Shrine, 700 
        S.E. 89 St., Oklahoma City. 
        Adoration at 2 p.m.

November

1     All Saints’ Day – Catholic 
       Pastoral Center closed.

2     The Commemoration of all the 
        Faithful Departed (All Souls’ 
        Day).

3      Feast of St. Martin de Porres.

3      First Friday Sacred Heart 
        Mass, 7 p.m., Catholic Pas-
        toral Center. Exposition of the 
        Blessed Sacrament 5:30 p.m.; 
        reconciliation prior to Mass. 

        Call (405) 721-8944, (405) 
        528-6252.

4      Feast of St. Charles 
        Borromeo.

4     Together in Holiness marriage 
        conference, 8 a.m. - 3 p.m. 
        Nov. 4, Christ the King Cath-
        olic Church, 8005 Dorset Dr., 
        Nichols Hills.

4     Lay Missionaries of Charity 
       provides an explanation
       through prayer and the 
       charism of St. Teresa of 
       Calcutta. Meeting on the first 

       Saturday of the month at St. 
       Ann for Holy Mass at 9:30 
       a.m., adoration and the Ro-
       sary. On the third Saturday 
       of the month the meeting is 
       at Holy Innocents’ confer-
       ence room. Contact Toni  
       Harrelson  at (405) 341-
       2199, (405) 694-1291.

4     Pray the Rosary for Life, 
       9:30 a.m., Our Lady of Leb-       
       anon Catholic Church, 500 
       Alameda St., Norman. Con
       tact Connie Lang, (405) 249-
       1041, potato.lang@gmail.com.



¿Qué es el crédito fiscal por elección de los 
padres?

A partir del año fiscal 2024, se permite un 
crédito reembolsable del impuesto sobre la 
renta para ciertos contribuyentes de Oklahoma 
que pagan, o esperan pagar, la matrícula y las 
cuotas a una escuela privada elegible en nom-
bre de un estudiante elegible. Un contribuy-
ente elegible es alguien que está sujeto a las 
leyes fiscales del estado de Oklahoma, y que 
es padre biológico o adoptivo, abuelo, tía, tío, 
tutor legal, custodio u otra persona con auto-

ridad legal para actuar en nombre del 
estudiante elegible.

¿Cuándo se abre el periódo de in-
scripción?

Muy pronto. La ventana de inscrip-
ción sólo estará abierta durante unas 
semanas, y los créditos se concederán 
por orden de llegada hasta que se 
alcance el límite de financiación para 
el año. Para inscribirse en línea, visite 
archokc.org/parental-choice.

¿Cuál es el límite para el crédito 
fiscal para escuelas privadas?

Para el año fiscal 2024, la OTC no 
puede autorizar más de $150 millones 
de créditos fiscales. Para el año fiscal 
2025, la OTC no puede autorizar más 
de 200 millones de dólares de créditos 
fiscales. Para el ejercicio fiscal 2026 y 
siguientes, la OTC no puede autorizar 
más de 250 millones de dólares de 
créditos fiscales.

¿Cuál es el importe del crédito fiscal al que 
puede optar una persona?

El importe máximo del crédito viene deter-
minado por el total del Ingreso Bruto Ajustado 
federal del hogar del estudiante durante el se-
gundo ejercicio fiscal anterior. Los hogares con 
un AGI de $0-$75,000 pueden recibir $7,500; 
los hogares con un AGI de $75,001-$150,000 
pueden recibir $7,000; los hogares con un AGI 
de $150,001-$225,000 pueden recibir $6,500; 
los hogares con un AGI de $225,001-$250,000 
pueden recibir $6,000 y los hogares con un 

AGI de $250,001 y más pueden recibir $5,000.

¿Qué ocurre si una persona tiene más de un 
hijo con derecho al crédito?

En caso de tener varios estudiantes que 
reúnan los requisitos en un mismo hogar, el 
contribuyente podrá recibir el crédito fiscal 
por cada estudiante que reúna los requisitos. 
Por ejemplo, si el AGI federal del hogar donde 
residen los estudiantes es inferior a $75,000, 
el contribuyente puede optar a un máximo de 
$7,500 anuales por cada estudiante que reúna 
los requisitos. No obstante, es importante tener 
en cuenta que debe cumplimentarse y presen-
tarse una solicitud distinta por cada estudiante 
que reúna los requisitos para cada ejercicio 
fiscal.

Si alguien es el abuelo del estudiante, está 
pagando la colegiatura de la escuela privada 
del estudiante en 2024, y el estudiante nun-
ca ha vivido con ellos, ¿están obligados a 
proporcionar una copia de su declaración de 
impuestos o la declaración de impuestos del 
hogar donde vive el estudiante?

Debe proporcionar una copia de la 
declaración de impuestos de Oklahoma o de la 
declaración federal de impuestos del segundo 
año fiscal anterior del hogar donde reside el 
estudiante.

Para obtener más información sobre el 
crédito fiscal por elección de los padres, o para 
solicitar el crédito cuando se abra el plazo de 
inscripción, visite archokc.org/parental-choice.

What is the Parental Choice Tax Credit?
Beginning in tax year 2024, a refundable 

income tax credit is allowed for certain Oklaho-
ma taxpayers who pay, or expect to pay, tuition 
and fees to an eligible private school on behalf 
of an eligible student. An eligible taxpayer is 
someone who is subject to the tax laws of the 
state of Oklahoma, and who is a biological or 
adoptive parent, grandparent, aunt, uncle, 
legal guardian, custodian or other person with 
legal authority to act on behalf of the eligible 
student.

When does the enrollment window open?
Soon! The enrollment window will only be 

open for a few weeks and the credits will be 
awarded on a first-come, first-serve basis until 
funding cap for the year is reached. To enroll 
online visit archokc.org/parental-choice.

How much is the cap for the private school 
tax credit?

For tax year 2024, the OTC cannot authorize 
more than $150 million of tax credits. For tax 
year 2025, the OTC cannot authorize more than 
$200 million of tax credits. For tax year 2026 
and subsequent tax years, the OTC cannot au-
thorize more than $250 million of tax credits.

What is the amount of tax credit a person 
may be eligible for?

The maximum amount of the credit is de-
termined by the total federal Adjusted Gross 

Income of the student’s household 
during the second preceding tax year. 
Households with an AGI of $0-$75,000 
can receive $7,500; households with 
an AGI of $75,001-$150,000 can 
receive $7,000; households with an 
AGI of $150,001-$225,000 can re-
ceive $6,500; households with an AGI 
of $225,001-$250,000 can receive 
$6,000 and households with an AGI of 
$250,001 and up can receive $5,000.

What if a person has more than one 
child who is eligible for the credit?

In the case of having multiple eli-
gible students in one household, the 
taxpayer may receive the tax credit 
for each eligible student. For example, 
if the federal AGI of the household 
where the students reside is less than 
$75,000, the taxpayer may qualify for 
up to $7,500 per year per eligible stu-
dent. It is important to note, however, 
that a separate application must be 
completed and submitted for each eligible stu-
dent for each tax year.

If someone is the grandparent of the stu-
dent, is paying the student’s private school 
tuition in 2024, and the student has never 
lived with them, are they required to provide 
a copy of their tax return or the tax return of 
the household where the student lives?

They must provide a copy of the Oklahoma 
income tax return or the federal income tax 
return for the second preceding tax year of the 
household where the student resides.

To learn more about the Parental Choice 
Tax Credit, or to apply for the credit when the 
enrollment window opens, visit archokc.org/
parental-choice.
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Parental Choice Tax Credit FAQs

Preguntas frecuentes sobre el crédito 
fiscal por elección de los padres


