
The Gospel of Life Disciples + Dwellings 
(GOLD) celebrated its 10th anniversary on Sept. 
2 with an array of activities that highlighted the 
accomplishments of their decade of service.

“The celebration on Sept. 2 brought together 
persons of all ages and backgrounds,

and hopefully gave glory to God for His plan 
and His purpose, affirming the gift of each hu-

man life,” said 
Sister Maria 
of the Trinity, 
founder of 
GOLD. “The 
Gospel of Life 
Disciples + 
Dwellings was 
established as a response to God’s call. The spe-
cific call regarding GOLD emerged slowly but 

World Youth Day is a 
special time of worship and 
fellowship for young mem-
bers of the Catholic Church. 

Held every three years in 
a different city around the 
world, it brings thousands 
of young people to celebrate 
and deepen their Catholic 
faith. The most recent WYD 
also saw a group from across 

the Archdiocese of Oklahoma 
City embark on a pilgrimage 
to celebrate the history and 
culture of the Roman Catho-
lic Church.
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Go Make Disciples

10 years of fostering a 
CULTURE OF LIFE

By Jolene Schonchin 
The Sooner Catholic

By Everett Brazil, III 
The Sooner Catholic

World Youth Day draws hundreds 
of thousands of pilgrims from 

Oklahoma and beyond

Matt Biddick 
named Religious 
Educator of the 

Year

A group from across the Archdiocese of Oklahoma City 
attended World Youth Day from Aug. 1 to 6 in Lisbon, 
Portugal. Photo provided. continued on page 13

Left: Sr. Maria of the Trinity with a GOLD resident in 2020. Photo Linda Schaefer. Right: A GOLD LifeGuard 
helped a resident at the anniversary celebration on Sept. 2 in Moore. Photo Dana Attocknie/Sooner Catholic.

continued on page 3

continued on page 6

Matt Biddick holding his award 
plaque. Photo Bella Gutiérrez.

At the Discipleship Confer-
ence on Aug. 19 in Oklahoma 
City, the Catholic Foundation of 
Oklahoma presented its 2023 
Religious Educator of the Year 
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By Sooner Catholic Staff

Additional coverage of 
Church and archdiocesan 
news and events, only on 
soonercatholic.org.

a To send photos, event 
information or story ideas, 
e-mail communications@
archokc.org.

a For the people and ani-
mals recovering from natural 
disasters – may they experi-
ence the gracious care of the 
Lord in their time of need. We 
pray to the Lord. Lord hear 
our prayers.

a Archbishop Coakley’s 
new pastoral letter, “On the 
Unity of the Body and Soul: 
Accompanying Those Expe-
riencing Gender Dysphoria,” 
is available for reading at 
archokc.org/pastoral-letters.

a Eucharistic Adoration 
will take place every Thurs-
day after the 11:30 a.m. 
Mass, from Noon to 3:50 p.m. 
in the St. Francis de Sales 
Chapel at the Catholic Pas-
toral Center, 7501 Northwest 
Expressway. The period of 
adoration will conclude with 
benediction.

Find more 
news on the 

website

Archbishop Coakley’s Calendar
The following events are part of Archbishop Coakley’s official calendar.

Put Out Into the Deep
Luke 5:4

There are many things that distinguish our 
Catholic faith and practice from other expres-
sions of Christian faith and certainly from the 
dominant secular faith of our culture. 

Inquirers will ask Catholics about the role 
of the pope, our veneration of Mary and our 
belief in the Eucharist as the Body of Christ. 
But, among these distinctively Catholic 
things, another stands out as truly perplex-
ing for many people. 

Why a crucifix? The image of a crucified 
man is displayed prominently in every Cath-
olic church. We find it in most Catholic 
homes as well. It is displayed prominently in 
our schools and other Catholic institutions. 
It is, of course, the image of Jesus crucified. 
It is the Son of God who, in mercy, became 
man to save us from our sins by enduring 
and conquering death. 

For Catholics, it is so common to see a 
crucifix that there is a tendency to take for 
granted the reality that it portrays. It loses 
its shock value. We no 
longer see the cross as 
a “scandal” or recog-
nize “the folly” that 
the cross can be such 
a stumbling block to 
non-believers.

But, upon reflection, 
it ought to still shock 
us that we would give 
such prominence to 
this brutal image of 
a man dying in the 
most gruesome and undignified way possi-
ble. We even celebrate liturgically the Feast 
of the Exaltation of the Cross each year on 
Sept. 14. We dedicate a day in our liturgical 
calendar to celebrate the glory that comes 
through Jesus’ willing acceptance of his bru-
tal death motivated by merciful love for us. 

This is the beautiful paradox of our faith. 
We recognize the brutality and violence that 
Jesus endured for our sins, and we celebrate 
that the Lord in his love for us would em-
brace such suffering to save and rescue us 
from the power of death. 

It is through the cross that we are saved, 

and it is in the cross 
that we find eternal 
life. It is through the 
cross that Jesus is 
victorious, and we 
are victorious in him. 
Saint Irenaeus fa-
mously wrote, “The glory of God is man fully 
alive.” And it is only in the cross of Christ 
that man finds his full life, free from sin and 
from the power of death. Through faith we 
find meaning in suffering, which enables it 
to be embraced, accepted and conquered in 
Christ.

We live in a world that rejects the message 
of the cross because such a world without 
faith sees no meaning or value in suffering. 
The default position is to avoid or at least 
numb the pain that is such a natural part of 
life. 

In such a world we are encouraged to do 
everything for ourselves and to maximize 

pleasure. Many seek 
fulfillment in things 
and relationships 
that will never pro-
vide fulfillment, thus 
leading to greater 
frustration and even 
worse suffering. 

As missionary 
disciples of Jesus 
Christ, it is our duty 
to proclaim Christ, 
and him crucified. 

We are called to bring people the Good News 
that God took on our human nature specif-
ically to share in our suffering, and to bring 
it meaning. He came so that our suffering, 
caused by sin, can become a means of re-
demption and salvation. This is the good 
news that our world so desperately needs to 
hear proclaimed because it is a message that 
promises and delivers fulfillment and peace 
in a world full of chaos and darkness.

As we celebrate the Exaltation of the Cross, 
let us pray that we encounter the merciful 
love of God through our participation in his 
cross and victory.

Archbishop Paul S. Coakley

Glory in the cross

Lord Jesus, 
open our eyes that we may see 

you in all our sisters and 
brothers. Open our minds that 

we may understand their hopes 
and dreams, their sorrows and 
pain, their longing for you. Open 
our hearts to give generously of 
ourselves. Grant us wisdom to 
respond effectively to the needs 
of your people with grace and 
compassion. Give us the cour-

age to speak your words of life, 
peace, love, mercy and human 

solidarity. Bless the people who 
are served by Catholic Charities 

and strengthen the staff and 
volunteers who reach out to them 

every day in your spirit 
of charity. 

Amen.

@archokc

Archdiocese of 
Oklahoma City

Arquidiócesis de 
Oklahoma City

Sept. 10 – Young Adult Mass and Cookout, 3 p.m., Catholic Pastoral Center 
Sept. 11 – USCCB Committee on Priorities and Plans meeting, Washington D.C.
Sept. 12 – USCCB Administrative Committee meeting, Washington D.C. 
Sept. 14 – Senior Staff meeting, 10 a.m., CPC
Sept. 14 – Bl. Stanley Rother Shrine Board meeting, 3 p.m., Bl. Stanley Rother Shrine
Sept. 15 – Mass for Fall Education Institute, 8 a.m., Bishop McGuinness Catholic High School
Sept. 15 – USCCB Bylaws Task Force Virtual meeting, 11 a.m.
Sept. 17-21 – Institute for Priestly Formation Program for Bishops, Mundelein, Ill. 
Sept. 21-23 – Order of Malta Investiture weekend, Washington, D.C. 
Sept. 24 – Oct. 4 – Pilgrimage to Rome and Malta (for Ordination of Seminarian Stephen Jones)

“We are called to bring people 
the Good News that God took on 
our human nature specifically 

to share in our suffering, and to 
bring it meaning. He came so that 
our suffering, caused by sin, can 
become a means of redemption and 
salvation.”
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Marriage conference to focus on the family as 
an evangelizing community

STRENGTHEN YOUR RELATIONSHIP 
WITH YOUR SPOUSE AND DISCOVER 
GOD’S PLAN FOR YOUR FAMILY!

NOVEMBER 4, 2023 | 8:00 AM - 3:00 PM
CHRIST THE KING CATHOLIC CHURCH
NICHOLS HILLS, OK

TOGETHERINHOLINESS.ORG/OKLAHOMACITY

DYNAMIC PRESENTATIONS | CHILDCARE | MASS | ADORATION | CONFESSION

REGISTER
HERE

$64/Couple | $40/Individual
On-site Childcare $5/child
Early Bird discount available through September 18

For the second consecutive year, the Arch-
diocese of Oklahoma City is partnering with 
the Saint John Paul II Foundation to present 
the Together in Holiness marriage enrichment 
conference for couples on Saturday, Nov. 4, 
from 8 a.m. to 3 p.m. at Christ the King Cath-
olic Church in Oklahoma City.

The Together in Holiness conference was 
established by the Saint John Paul II Founda-
tion in 2014 and has since welcomed hun-
dreds of couples around the country.  

“Together in Holiness is offered in collabora-
tion with dioceses, parishes and schools that 
desire to strengthen their evangelizing efforts 
to couples and complement their existing mar-
riage and family programs,” said Susie Saenz, 
vice president of operations for the Saint 
John Paul II Foundation. “The conference 

series provides an experience of encounter for 
spouses that inspires them to grow together 
in holiness and empowers them to form their 
children in the Catholic faith.” 

With this year’s theme, “couples can ex-
pect to walk away with principles, tools and 
encouragement for how to pass on the faith 
to their children and their community,” said 
Saenz.  

The conference is equally balanced with 
scheduled presentations and prayer time, but 
also opportunities for couples to spend time 
alone together, as well as with other couples, 
said Saenz.  

The three keynote talks include: “The Eu-
charist and the renewal of marriage and evan-
gelization” by Ryan Hanning, Ph.D., fellow at 
the San Juan Diego Institute; “Enkindling and 

fanning the flame: How to pass on the faith to 
your children” by Jason and Katie Zimdars, 
parishioners at Saint Monica Catholic Church 
in Edmond and “Eucharistic saints, families 
and evangelization” again by Ryan Hanning, 
Ph.D. Mass will be celebrated and a marriage 
blessing will be offered by Archbishop Paul S. 
Coakley at the beginning of the conference.  

Cost is $64 per couple or $40 per individu-
al. Early bird pricing ends Sept. 18. On-site 
childcare will be available for $5 per child. 
Full and partial scholarship opportunities are 
available.  

Exhibitor spots are also available for $95 for 
a ministry or non-profit table, and $165 for a 
vender or for-profit table.  

For more information or to register, visit 
togetherinholiness.org/oklahomacity.

continued from page 1

Award to Matt Biddick of Saint Jo-
seph Catholic Church in Norman.

Biddick has 32 years of parish 
service and now serves as a sixth-
grade boys small-group leader. He 
was nominated by Father Joseph 
Irwin, pastor, and Darby Heard, 
director of youth and young adult 
evangelization. 

Their nomination noted that, as 
a youth leader, Biddick encour-

ages middle school boys to draw 
close to the Lord and live out true 
masculinity from their relation-
ship with God. He challenges the 
teens to a high standard of friend-
ship, respect and prayer.

Biddick works with other small-
group leaders to create the best 
atmosphere and activities for the 
middle schoolers.

“He brings his joyful, happy, 
prayerful and dedicated personali-
ty to each activity, which is a won-

derful example to our young peo-
ple of what it means to be a true 
disciple of Jesus,” said Heard.

In addition to his youth min-
istry, Biddick is longtime volun-
teer with the Oklahoma Catholic 
Men’s Conference. He also helps 
maintain the parish grounds, is a 
Knight of Columbus, ushers, lec-
tor at daily Mass and is an adorer 
in the Perpetual Adoration Chapel. 

“In all this activity and service, 
Biddick’s strongest attribute is 

his prayer life,” said Father Irwin. 
“Matt is someone who knows he 
cannot serve like Martha unless 
he first sits with the Lord like 
Mary.” 

The other Religious Educator 
of the Year finalists were Noreen 
Valadez, who teaches RCIC for 
7-10-year-olds at Saint Andrew 
Catholic Church in Moore and 
Terre Butler, who teaches youth, 
confirmation and RCIA at Saint 
Rose of Lima in Perry.
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From the Archives …

ARCHDIOCESE OF OKLAHOMA CITY ARCHIVES

The relationship between the Cardinal 
Archbishop of Chicago, George Mun-
delein, and the head of the Catholic 

Church Extension Society, Monsignor Francis 
Clement Kelley, later the second bishop of Okla-
homa, was mercurial. It was said that Cardinal 
Mundelein thought that Monsignor Kelley was 
cutting into local fund raising, as the society 
was based in Chicago. When Kelley was named 
bishop of Oklahoma, Mundelein stated that, 
“you can now test out your theories on rural 
ministry.” However, Cardinal Mundelein, in the 
early days of his episcopate, thought enough of 
Kelley to ask that he preach the funeral homily 
for Mother Frances Cabrini, who was to become 
the first American, naturalized, citizen to be 
canonized a saint. 

Long before tensions arose between the two, 
Monsignor Kelley was charged with organizing a 
dinner at the University Club that would include 
250 guests from all walks of life, such as gov-
ernment officials, financial tycoons and other 
religious leaders, to welcome the newly installed 
Archbishop of Chicago. Feb. 10, 1916, was the 
date of the gathering, one day after the installa-
tion. It would prove to be a night to remember, 
but not for the reasons for which Kelley had 
hoped.

As the crowd gathered and the first course was 
served, it became evident something was gravely 
amiss. The chef, Jean Crones, was an anarchist, 
and Kelley had given him the opportunity to 
eliminate leaders of everything that he despised 
in one fell swoop. To achieve his goal, he con-
cocted a lethal mixture of arsenic and mercury 
and inserted it into the soup. Soon several peo-
ple became violently ill. Luckily, an observant 
steward by the name of Al Brissette noticed that 
the pots of soup had a distinct odor and ordered 
them to be thrown out. Crones was never appre-
hended.

The plan was thwarted, and many returned 
to the banquet as a sign of respect for the new 
archbishop. Fortunately, no one died, but 
Monsignor Kelley was quite ill and retired to his 

room. Cardinal Mundelein was left un-
scathed as he made a practice of never 
eating in public.

Monsignor Kelley was concerned that Rome 
would want a full accounting of the event. Mon-
signor Gaffey, who wrote the definitive biography 
of Kelley, observed in a document to Cardinal 
Merry de Val: “Kelley suggested in a clever twist 
of logic, the experience served the church by 
teaching non-Catholics in America a great lesson 
regarding radical subversion. Anarchism could 
be seen as a respecter of no creed, Protestant or 
Catholic, and victims of the banquet could attest 
no one was safe from its deadliness.”

This horrible incident revealed Monsignor 
Kelley’s talent to adapt and find the best in every 
situation, which would become critical gift as 
the bishop of Oklahoma.

A photo series from George Rigazzi, archdiocesan archivist

Bishop Kelley and Cardinal Mundelein, 1924

More than 400 people enjoyed lunch to celebrate Fr Jack Feehily’s 50th anniversary of priesthood on Aug. 27. Priests 
in attendance were Fr.  Francis Nguyen, Fr.  Thomas Boyer, Fr. James Greiner, Fr. Joseph Jacobi, Fr. Daniel Grover 
and Fr. Nabil Mouannes. Photos Anh Pham.

Margaret Alacoque was born in France 
in 1647. From her early childhood she 
showed intense love for the Blessed Sac-
rament and preferred silence and prayer 
to childish activities. Her father died when 
she was 8 years old, and frequent visits 
to the Blessed Sacrament in the parish 
church became her only consolation. Af-
ter her first Holy Communion she secretly 
practiced severe corporal mortifications, 
which resulted in paralysis confining 
her to bed for four years. Upon making a 
vow to the Blessed Virgin Mary to enter 
religious life, she was miraculously and 
instantly restored to perfect health. 

In private revelations in 1675-1676, 
Saint Margaret Mary Alacoque, a French 
Visitation nun, was entrusted by Christ 
the mission to spread the devotion to his 
Sacred Heart, including the Nine First 
Fridays Devotion in reparation for human 
ingratitude for his love. 

She recounted a great promise of the 
Lord, “On Friday during Holy Commu-
nion, he said these words to his unworthy 
slave, if I mistake not: ‘I promise you in 
the excessive mercy of my heart that its 
all-powerful love will grant to all those 
who receive Holy Communion on nine 
first Fridays of consecutive months the 
grace of final repentance; they will not die 
under my displeasure or without receiving 
their sacraments, my divine heart making 
itself their assured refuge at the last moment.’”

In 1671, she entered the Visitation Convent 
at Paray and added the religious name “Mary” 
to her baptismal name in honor of the Blessed 
Virgin. She experienced persecutions even from 
her sisters in religion for her private revelations 
of the Lord Jesus.

The Lord shared his grief with Margaret 
Mary, “Behold this heart which has loved men 

so much and has loaded them with all benefits, 
and for this boundless love has had no return 
but neglect, and contumely, and this often 
from those who were bound by a debt and duty 
of more special love.”

To make up for these faults of mankind, the 
Lord recommended the practices of receiving 
Holy Communion for reparation and a Holy 
Hour before the Blessed Sacrament. In later 
years these spiritual exercises have been ap-

proved by the Holy See and augmented with 
numerous indulgences.

Sister Margaret Mary was also instructed 
by Christ to pray lying prostrate with her face 
to the ground from 11 p.m. to midnight on 
the eve of the first Friday of each month in 
remembrance of his agony and isolation in 
Gethsemane. He appointed the Friday after 
the octave of Corpus Christi as the feast of 
his Sacred Heart emphasizing his great love 
to men, “I love so much a soul’s desire to 
receive me, that I hasten to it each time it 
summons me by its yearnings.” Also, the Lord 
revealed his expectation to be honored in 
the Eucharistic adoration, “I have a burning 
thirst to be honored by men in the Blessed 
Sacrament, and I find hardly anyone who 
strives, according to my desire, to allay this 
thirst by making me some return of love.”

The prayer “All for the Eucharist; nothing 
for me,” became a constant expression of her 
love for Christ. By God’s grace she was able to 
recognize the goodness and greatness of the 
Sacred Heart of Jesus hidden in the Holy Eu-
charist, as she often prayerfully repeated, “Let 
every knee bend before Thee, O greatness of 
my God, so supremely humbled in the Sacred 
Host. May every heart love Thee, every spirit 
adore Thee and every will be subject to Thee!”

Sister Margaret Mary died at the age of 43 
with her last words being, “I need nothing but 
God, and to lose myself in the heart of Jesus.” 
She was beatified by Pope Pius IX in 1864 
and canonized by Pope Benedict XV in 1920. 

Saint Margaret Mary said, “When you have 
anything to suffer, rejoice and unite it to that 
which the Sacred Heart has suffered and still 

suffers in the Blessed Sacrament … Everything 
that comes from the Sacred Heart is sweet. He 
changes everything into love.”

Information compiled from the Real Presence 
Eucharistic Education and Adoration Associa-
tion, Catholic News Agency and the website of 
Saint Margaret Mary Catholic Church.

Jad Ziolkowska is a freelance writer for the 
Sooner Catholic.
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St. Margaret Mary Alacoque
By Jad Ziolkowska 
The Sooner Catholic

Ever Ancient, Ever New 
A series on Saints with a special devotion to the Eucharist

A stained glass window with Jesus and St. Margaret Mary 
at St. Benedict Catholic Church in Shawnee. Photo Jad 
Ziolkowska/Sooner Catholic.



surely within my foundational call to conse-
crated life 35 years ago. That response was 
nurtured in the context of a faith-filled family 
life growing up, where seeking and doing God’s 
will was precious and primary.”

GOLD began in south Oklahoma City in 
a small home across from Saint James the 
Greater

Catholic Church. GOLD first grew with an 
additional location in Grand Prairie, Texas, at

Saint Adelaide Catholic Church, next to Im-
maculate Conception Catholic Church. Then 
it grew in number with four additional rental 
homes in the neighborhood around the initial 
Saint James Dwelling. Five years later, on the 
Feast of Saint Teresa of Kolkata, Sept. 5, 2018, 
an intentional program of discipleship began 
with the Gospel of Life School, and now, there 
is an emerging Franciscan ecclesial family, and 
Saint Clare Convent became a reality on this 
10th anniversary. A GOLD mission in Cerro de 
Oro, Guatemala, where Blessed Stanley Rother 
served, is in the initial stages.

Sister Maria explained the name GOLD as 
“Gospel of Life Dwelling” was received rather 
unexpectedly one night in November of 2009, 
rather than deliberated or decided upon, and 
the reality emerged four years later. After the 
first Dwelling began in 2013, “Disciples” was 
added

to the name to assure the primacy of follow-
ing Christ in life together.

“GOLD is a Gospel family, not a facility. We 
pray together, eat together, work together

and have fun together. It is intentionally 
sharing life and relationship with those nearing

the end of their pilgrim journey. We rely on 
God’s providence through volunteer service and 
donations to sustain GOLD,” said Sister Maria.

Their live-in volunteers are called “Life-
Guards,” and they dedicate themselves to living 
the joy of the Gospel through their services.

“The LifeGuards, 
those who help with 
the mission of GOLD, 
make all the differ-
ence! They

are truly guardians 
of the lives God en-
trusts to our fraternal 
care. Their presence 
and

service are essen-
tial; their commit-
ment provide an op-
portunity for shared 
goodness

and mutual 
growth,” said Sis-
ter Maria.

“We have pub-
lished a few of 
the highlights in 
a memory book, 
and many are 
simply in the 
hearts of those 
who have been 
part of GOLD. 
Our neighborhood 
encounters in 
south Oklahoma 
City are treasured. 
The consolidation 
from there to the 
Saint John Paul II 
Dwelling in Moore, 
a home much 
more adapted to the dedicated care of the dy-
ing, was both a blessing and a sort of grieving,” 
said Sister Maria. “Still, it has permitted us 
to focus on God’s specific call for GOLD truly. 
This is very fruitful as well as challenging, and 
it is also critically needed. We thank God for 
all those who have helped and are helping with 
this vital mission.”

Sister Maria explained they are grateful to 

God, to all in the Archdiocese of Oklaho-
ma City and beyond, for welcoming and 
nurturing GOLD over the past 10 years.

“We take as our own the call of Pope 
Saint John Paul II ‘to remember the past 
with gratitude, to live the present with 

enthusiasm, and to look forward to the future 
with confidence: Jesus Christ is the same yes-
terday, today, and forever,’” said Sister Maria.

To learn more about GOLD or to volunteer 
to be a LifeGuard, go to their website,   
gospeloflifedisciples.org.

Jolene Schonchin is a freelance writer for the 
Sooner Catholic.
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continued from page 1

Email david@gospeloflifedisciples.org to register for in-person or virtual.

Galatians 5:16-25
A 10-Week series beginning after
Labor Day and ending before Advent.

Discipleship

Sept. 11 Introduction (From St. John to St. Paul): 
 Remaining in the Vine and Bearing Fruit
Sept. 18  Love
Sept. 25 BREAK
Oct. 2 BREAK
Oct. 9  Joy
Oct. 16 Peace
Oct. 23  Patience
Oct. 30  Kindness
Nov. 6  Goodness
Nov. 13   Faithfulness
Nov. 20  Gentleness
Nov. 27 Self-Control and Conclusion

MONDAYS 7-8 P.M.
The Fruit of the Spirit

Fruitful 

I am the Way, the Truth, and the Life. John 14:6

St. John Paul II Dwelling
4113 S. Eastern Avenue
Moore, OK 73160
405-378-2436

Fr. Don Wolf celebrated Mass for the 10th 
anniversary celebration of the Gospel of Life 
Disciples + Dwellings on Sept. 2 in Moore. 
Photo Dana Attocknie/Sooner Catholic.

Sr. Maria of the Trinity stands in the chapel at 
the St. John Paul II Dwelling in Moore. Photo 
Diane Clay/Sooner Catholic.

Award-winning historian 
and author Shannen 
Dee Williams, Ph.D., 
will deliver a public lec-

ture at the University of Oklahoma 
titled, “Still Mining the Forgotten: 
The Hidden History and Legacies 
of Black Catholic Nuns in the 

United States.”
Sponsored by the True Fam-

ily Lectureship, Williams’ ad-
dress will be given at 5:30 p.m. 
on Wednesday, Sept. 20, in 
the Sam Noble Museum au-
ditorium, 2401 Chautauqua 
in Norman. The event will 
include time for questions. 

As associate professor of 
history at the University of 
Dayton, Williams is author 
of the acclaimed new book, 
“Subversive Habits: Black 
Catholic Nuns in the Long 
African American Freedom 
Struggle.” In this book Wil-
liams provides the first full 
history of Black Catholic 
nuns in the United States, 
hailing them as the forgotten 
prophets of Catholicism and 
democracy.

Drawing on oral histories and 
previously sealed Church re-
cords, Williams uncovers the 
rich tradition of Black sisters 
and nuns as pioneering reli-
gious leaders, educators, health 
care professionals and front-line 
participants in the civil rights 
movement. By surmounting 
long-standing segregation and 
racism in Catholic religious 
orders and educational institu-
tions, Black Catholic nuns also 
helped inform and transform the 
Church’s stance on racial equali-
ty in America.

Endowed by a gift to the Uni-
versity of Oklahoma Foundation 
in the name of Agnes M. and G. 
Herbert True, the annual True 
Family Lectureship brings distin-

guished speakers to campus from 
the Catholic intellectual tradition, 
to address topics of university and 
community-wide interest.

“We are thrilled to bring Shan-
non Williams to campus, a distin-
guished scholar whose research at 
the intersection of religion, gender 
and racial justice could not be 
timelier,” said Charles Kenney, 
Ph.D, associate professor of politi-
cal science at OU and chairman of 
the True Family Lecture committee.

The lecture by Williams is hosted 
by Saint Thomas More Catholic 
Church in Norman and the OU 
Catholic Student Association. It 
is free and open to the public. For 
more information or accommo-
dations, call (405) 321-0990 or 
e-mail Charles Kenney at  
TFLatSTM@gmail.com.
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Historian to speak on hidden legacy of 
Black Catholic nuns in America

Wednesday, September 20
5:30 p.m.

Sam Noble Museum of 
Natural History Auditorium
2401 Chautauqua Avenue, Norman
Free and open to the public

The lecture by Dr. Williams is hosted by St. Thomas More University Parish in Norman and the OU Catholic Student 

Association. It is free and open to the public. For more information or accommodations, call 405-321-0990 or email 

Charles Kenney at TFLatSTM@gmail.com.

Please join us for the 2023 True Family Lecture. 
Hosted annually by St. Thomas More University Parish
and the OU Catholic Student Association

Shannen Dee Williams, Ph.D.

Still Mining the Forgotten: 
The Hidden History and 
Legacies of Black Catholic Nuns 
in the United States

DR. PATRICK YEUNG, MD
Topic: Natural Family Planning and Fertility

GUEST SPEAKER:

ARCHBISHOP'S MASS
2023

Oct. 28, 2023 • Mass: 10 a.m.
THE CATHEDRAL OF OUR LADY OF PERPETUAL HELP

RSVP: WWW.ARCHOKC.ORG/MEDICALMASS

Most Rev. Paul S. Coakley,
Archbishop of Oklahoma City

for Medical Professionals

Shannen Dee Williams, Ph.D.
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Catholic schools welcome new principals

Corky McMullen Jenny Richard George Meiwes 

Name: Corky McMullen
School: Saint Philip Neri Catholic 
School
Website: stphilipnerischool.com
 
Why is Catholic education   
important? 

As Catholic educators, we live 
our faith inside and outside of 
our classrooms, ultimately help-
ing children fulfill their destiny to 
become saints. We strive for the 
young souls in our building to ex-
perience Jesus everyday through-
out their rigorous coursework. 
Christ is the teacher in Catholic 
schools, and we are simply a 
beacon for him. That is a radical-
ly different approach to educa-
tion, which is why I love Catholic 
education. It is about the whole 
person: mind, body and, most 
importantly, the soul. 

What are some of your goals as 
a new principal? 

As principal, first and foremost, 
the mission is to serve our Lord, 
his Church and his people. Our 
school is simply a part of our great 
parish. Our pastor, Father Robert 
Wood, is an excellent shepherd to 
his flock. Our daily goal is to help 
guide our students, families and 
staff closer to heaven. My personal 
goal is to follow with humility and 
lead with nobility. I working close-
ly with Father Wood to ensure 
that we serve our flock together in 
the best way possible. We have a 
great parish community that real-
ly supports our school. 

What is your favorite part of 
being an educator? 

My favorite part about being an 
educator is being able to wit-
ness the growth of others. It is a 
humbling and rewarding profes-
sion. Humility is a major part of 
any leadership role, and there is 
nothing more humbling than to 
see a young student learn how to 
handle adversity and prosperity 
through a Catholic lens and apply 
that to their growth in all areas.  

What is your 
favorite way 
to spend time 
away from 
school? 

My time away 
from school is 
certainly spent with 
my family. My wife, 
Ryan, and I enjoy rais-
ing our family (Corky, Beau, 
Drew, Ty, Smith, Miriam and 
Emma) in and around the church, 
but there is never a dull moment 
in the McMullen house! On any 
given day, you will most likely see 
a friendly, or not so friendly at 
times, competition going on in the 
driveway, front yard or back yard. 
We love spending time togeth-
er playing sports, eating meals, 
visiting friends and family and of 
course in prayer.

Name: Jenny Richard
School: Christ the King Catholic 
School
Website: ckschool.com

Why is Catholic education 
important? 

Catholic education is extremely 
important as it aids in the for-
mation of the whole child. We, 
as Catholic schools, are there to 
support the spiritual, cognitive, 
emotional, social and physical 
development of each child who 
enters our school building. Many 
of our children here at Christ the 
King Catholic School spend most 
of their childhood with us. We 
take that responsibility to heart. 
All our actions and words aim to 
help each child reach his/her full 
potential, with our Catholic val-
ues, virtues and teachings guiding 
all we do. 

What are some of your goals as 
a new principal? 

We are a big school, so my aim 
is to get to know each child in 
some way, spend time in every 
classroom as much as possible, 

and be present 
and responsive to 
the needs of our 
students, faculty 
and community.  

What is your 
favorite part of 

being an educator? 
I absolutely love being 

an educator and I miss being 
in the classroom daily. My favor-
ite part of being a teacher is the 
relationship you form with each 
student, understanding their 
unique gifts and helping them to 
find successes in their own ways. 
I aim to be a teacher’s principal, 
meaning that I never want to be 
so far removed from the classroom 
that I can no longer relate to the 
joys, demands and intricacies of 
teaching. Teaching will always be 
my first love and the reason I went 
into the field of education. 

What is your favorite way to 
spend time away from school? 

I love to be outside (I actually 
love recess duty), spend time with 
my children, Julia and Atticus 
(both of whom are in college) and 
my husband Rock. I enjoy staying 
active, running, reading and time 
with friends. I also enjoy learn-
ing German on Duolingo …Vielen 
dank für ihre zeit!

Name: George Meiwes 
School: Saint John Nepomuk 
Catholic School
Website: sjnok.org/school

Why is Catholic education 
important?

Catholic schools provide stu-
dents with a unique learning envi-
ronment that encourages the love 
of God and neighbor while provid-
ing students with an ethical frame-
work to view the world. Students 
learn that every person has value 
and purpose. They are challenged 
academically to pursue excellence 

and use their God-given abili-
ties for the betterment of others. 
Catholic schools educate the whole 
person- mind, body and soul. 

What are some of your goals as 
a new principal?

My primary goal is to help stu-
dents grow closer to Christ. We 
want students to know they are 
loved and learn to rely on Christ in 
everything they do. I also want to 
increase opportunities for students 
by offering additional extracurric-
ular activities. Our teachers and 
parents are working hard to form 
an academic team, robotics team, 
green team, prayer club, and chess 
club. We want all of our students 
to be involved in something posi-
tive and give back to their commu-
nity. 

What is your favorite part of 
being an educator?

Forming relationships with stu-
dents is the best part of the job. I 
love getting to know the different 
personalities of each student, and 
I enjoy watching them learn and 
grow. I also think students are 
unintentionally funny and they 
keep you young. Students often 
lack a filter and will let you know 
the truth regarding your lesson, 
hair, clothes, etc. If you want the 
truth about something, ask a first 
grader. 

What is your favorite way to 
spend time away from school?

I love spending time with my 
family. My wife and I just had our 
second baby boy last month. We 
spend most of our free time play-
ing outside, reading books, and 
cleaning up after our two rowdy 
boys. I am also a college football 
fan. Most of my Saturdays are 
spent watching Oklahoma football 
with my family and friends.  

To learn more about Catho-
lic schools in the Archdiocese of 
Oklahoma City, visit archokc.org/
schools.
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My story begins years ago when I lost my 
home. My son, Michael, and I started living 
out of my car. He would ask me, “Mommy, 
why are we not loved? Why do we not have 

a home?” I assured him we were loved, but we were going 
through a difficult time. 

My son felt alone, scared and nervous. I, too, was wor-
ried about trying to take care of my son and providing 
him with a safe place to live. We began to couch-hop at 
different homes, but still felt alone and unwanted. 

Then, we lost our car. Knowing I couldn’t take every-
thing inside the car with us, I grabbed my son’s blanket, 
a few of his toys and some of our clothes. After that, we 
would walk through the streets and look for shelter.

Many of the homeless shelters were filled with men and 
women from all different backgrounds. This wasn’t ideal 
for us, and the family rooms at the shelters were limited 
and usually spoken for. We found ourselves sleeping on 
benches, with Michael curled up in his Lightning Mc-
Queen blanket, while I tried my best to catch some sleep 
while also keeping an eye out for safety reasons.

One day I walked by the old Mission Church, Our Lady 
of Guadalupe, on SW 11, where I remember visiting as a 
young girl with my mother. As a child, my mother and I 
would volunteer there to help create food baskets, partic-
ipate in angel trees during Christmas time and provide 
for people in various ways. It saw it had been converted 
into a women’s day shelter by Catholic Charities.

Afterward, I asked my counselor to bring me to Catho-
lic Charities. As I was taken to the entrance of Sanctuary 
Women’s Development Center, I looked and saw a statue 
of Mother Mary and our Lord Jesus. My heart said it was 
okay to go in and share my story. I shared that my child 
and I were homeless, coming away from abuse and other 
circumstances out of my control. I wanted a safe place 
to stay and be around other women that could love and 
support my son and me. 

As soon as we walked in, the staff met us with smiles 

“They quickly became 
like family to me”

Elvira shared how Catholic 
Charities helped her and her son 

and hugs. The staff gave my son a backpack with a toy inside, showed 
him to an area out back equipped with a playground, and I immediate-
ly was filled with so much humility and love. They quickly became like 
family to me. 

They provided us with a place to shower and do our laundry, and 
after meeting with a case manager for the first time, my son and I 
crawled onto an old pew that remained there from when it was a mis-
sion church. We cuddled on one of those pews and immediately fell 
asleep. It was the best rest we had in months.

The most important thing was they were our advocates in life. We 
could be our true selves and share our stories without judgment. We 
were all in different stages of homelessness, but we were together, 
walking the toughest journey of our lives with humility and God’s 
grace. 

After some time, I ended up finding stability and success by work-
ing with my case manager. My son ended up graduating high school 
as an A-student and now is a sophomore at the University of Tulsa. 
Looking back, he looks at the staff from Sanctuary as a second mom 
to him. They were a safety net for him as they guided and guarded us 
through our struggles.

From our darkest moment, God, through the Sanctuary Women’s 
Development Center, provided us with light, love and opportunities. I 
still visit Sanctuary, but now as a volunteer, so I can share my story 
and bring hope to those in need.

Elvira at the Sanctuary Women’s Development Center groundbreaking on 
May 2. Photo provided.
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Guided by Catholic teaching, Catholic Charities of the Archdiocese 
of Oklahoma City serves those in need, regardless of their faith, 
through transformative, empowering and dignity-affirming social 
service programs that seek to eliminate material, emotional and 

spiritual poverty across Central and Western Oklahoma.

Replaces beds for a family who lost their 
home in a disaster  

Price of 2 carseats for mothers facing a 
pregnancy crisis  

Provides 5 snack packs or hygiene kits for
walk-in clients  

Cost of personal documents to obtain 
employment and housing   

How your donation
GIVES LIGHT

$100

$500

$50

$25

Dear brothers and sisters in 
Christ,

This issue of the Sooner Catholic 
includes several encouraging sto-
ries directly from clients positively 
impacted by your support of Cath-
olic Charities. These examples were 
chosen to showcase how each Cath-
olic Charities program illuminates 
the hope we have in Christ. We 
pray these true stories inspire your 
continued support as we launch 
the 2023 Catholic Charities Annual 
Appeal.

Every year, your Catholic Chari-
ties brings light to those in our community who are without proper shelter, hungry, fearful 
of their future and desperate. Inspired by Psalm 119:105, our Annual Appeal theme this 
year is, “Your word is a lamp to my feet and a light to my path.” Catholic Charities has 
more than 14 programs to assist families through crisis pregnancy, family counseling, di-
saster recovery and family support services designed to alleviate poverty and bring healing 
and hope.

Catholic Charities can only bring light to those living in darkness because of the generosi-
ty of thousands of supporters like you. Through this appeal, you and all our supporters can 
show the light of Christ to those in our community.

Will you help continue Catholic Charities’ 111-year legacy of service to central and west-
ern Oklahoma? Your support translates directly into lives changed. Please help others 
through your support to this year’s Catholic Charities Annual Appeal. May God richly bless 
your compassion, and may we all be the lamp of Christ to those most in need.  

In Christ, 

Patrick J. Raglow 
  Executive Director
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givetocc.org

Vui lòng thăm trang web: 

Hãy là ánh sángHãy là ánh sáng

Nhận C� Nuôi 
& Mang Thai

Tư Vấn

Cứu Trợ
 Thiên Tai

Dịch Vụ Gia Đình

Nhà Ở

Dịch Vụ 
Nhập Cư

Tái định cư tị nạn

Vô Gia Cư

World Youth Day 2023 was held in Lisbon, 
Portugal, from Aug. 1 to 6. The archdiocese led 
a group of 36 participants, which represented 
eight parishes, including in Oklaho-
ma City, Yukon and Lawton.  The 
group was led by Father John Paul 
Lewis, pastor of Saint Francis of 
Assisi Catholic Church in Oklaho-
ma City and director of seminarians 
for the archdiocese; Kendra Mann, 
coordinator of youth, young adult 
and campus evangelization and 
Sandy Harem, from the Archdio-
cese of Denver, along with parental 
sponsors.

“Pope John Paul II established 
an event for young people in 1985 
where young Catholics from all 
over the world could celebrate their 
Catholic faith together,” said Mann. 
“It was held in Denver in 1993.”

The pope inaugurated the event to 
help young Catholics deepen their 
faith from a truly global perspective.

“He created it because he had 
a love for young people, and help 
them to strengthen their faith,” said 
Mann. “We talk about how in the 
Catholic faith, we’re all one family, 
and being able to see youth from 
all over the world is really inspiring and gives 
a glimpse of what heaven is like – billions of 
people worshipping together.”

The group spent five days at WYD, but that 
was only one aspect of their travels, as they 
had a chance take their own pilgrimage into 
the heart of the Catholic Church in Vatican 
City and Rome, seeing the church’s history and 
culture come to life before their eyes. Their trip 
began July 27.

“We started at the pastoral center with Mass 
with Father Lewis. That was the priest that was 
with us the whole time,” said Mann. 

They soon were on a plane for Rome and 
The Vatican City, visiting many historical sites 
in the city. Those sites included Saint Peter’s 
Basilica and the Vatican Museum, the Sistine 
Chapel and the Basilicas of Saint Mary Major, 
Saint Paul Outside the Walls and Saint John in 

the Lateran.
They also viewed first-hand the Roman cata-

combs underneath the city.
One parent sponsor was Robert Noble, who 

attended with his sons, Zachary and Benjamin. 
Noble is the director of liturgy and music at 
Saint John Nepomuk Catholic Church in Yu-
kon. Seeing the catacombs was awe-inspiring 
for him.

“We got to see the catacombs, and standing 
near the original burial place of Saint Cecilia, 
she was the patron saint of church music, was 
rather moving,” said Noble. 

It would be only a few days before WYD in 
Lisbon, and on July 31, they were on a plane to 
Portugal.

“It was held at a giant park, Parque Tejo. 
It was also called ‘Campo da Grace,’ ‘Field 
of Grace,’” said Mann. “There were events 

throughout the city at hundreds of 
locations.”

Participants participated in many 
church activities, including adora-
tion, confession and prayer, many 
praying in their own language. Pope 
Francis celebrated Mass during the 
program.

“Events were held country-specific,” 
said Mann. 

Bishop Robert Barron, from the 
Diocese of Winona-Rochester in Min-
nesota, spoke to the U.S. attendees 
at the event. 

“In the morning, we had Mass with 
Pope Francis,” said Mann.

Luke Dannemiller was one student 
who attended from the archdiocese 
who shared about the impact the trip 
had on him. 

“It was eye-opening, fun and 
soul-changing. During events held 
at WYD, I got to see so many youth 
like me, experiencing the word of God 
professed by Pope Francis and other 

holy men and women,” said Dannemiller. “I will 
never forget this trip.”

Luke’s mother, Kari, was also a parent spon-
sor, and shared her experiences. 

“Attending World Youth Day with my teen-
age son, together we witnessed a jaw-dropping 
scene. Standing there in the middle of what 
looked and felt like a sea of young people, from 
all over the world, boldly illustrating and pro-
fessing devotion to Christ, it gives me, and us, 
great hope,” said Kari.

Everett Brazil, III is a freelance writer for the 
Sooner Catholic.
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continued from page 1

The Archdiocese of Oklahoma City led a group of 36 participants to 
World Youth Day in Lisbon, Portugal. Photo provided.
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Jobs Box
BMCHS president – OKC

Bishop McGuinness Catholic 
High School is seeking a president. 
Must be a practicing Catholic in 
good standing. Advanced degree in 
an education or business-related 
field with a full understanding of 
the challenges and opportunities 
facing Catholic education. Excel-
lent oral and written communica-
tions skills and ability to effectively 
interact with parents, students, 
teachers and administrators. 
Excellent presentation skills when 
addressing faculty, staff, parents 
and the community. Send letter 
of interest that aligns experienc-
es and skill sets with the current 
needs of BMCHS as understood; 
Statement of Catholic educational 
philosophy; Current resume with 
all appropriate dates included. 
Send as separate pdf documents 
to Aimee Viana at aviana@part-
nersinmission.com.

Priest nurse - OKC
The Archdiocese of Oklahoma 

City is seeking a full-time priest 
nurse to serve as a health educa-
tor, counselor, resource/referral 
person, advocate, pastoral/spiritu-
al care provider and coordinator of 
health-related services. The nurse 
establishes a relationship with 
health of mind, body and spirit 
and is the program’s liaison with 
the priest community. Must be a 
registered nurse from an accred-
ited school or college of nursing, 
possess a current, active Okla-
homa nursing license and have 
three-five years of nursing experi-
ence. Send cover letter and resume 
to humanresources@archokc.org.

Director of communications - 
OKC

The Archdiocese of Oklaho-
ma City is seeking a director of 
communications to represent 
the archdiocese, archbishop and 
chancery to the media by crafting 
communications, social media, 
public relations and marketing 
strategies. Supervise communi-
cations support staff, oversee the 
budget and will be responsible for 
arranging interviews, organizing 
news conferences, responding to 
media inquiries and credentialing 
press for major events. The direc-
tor also will serve as editor of the 
diocesan Sooner Catholic newspa-
per. Must have a bachelor’s degree 
in communications or related field, 
at least five years of public rela-
tions, journalism and/or market-
ing experience, and be a practic-
ing Catholic in good standing. A 
background check and safe envi-
ronment training will be required. 
Send cover letter and resume to 
humanresources@archokc.org.

Administrative support - OKC
The Archdiocese of Oklahoma 

City is seeking an administrative 
support person to provide admin-
istrative and clerical support for 
the offices of youth, young adult 
and campus ministry and the Bl. 
Stanley Rother Institute. Respon-

sibilities include maintaining the 
calendar of events for Our Lady of 
Guadalupe Catholic Camp, in-
cluding updating and confirming 
registration status; working di-
rectly with accounts payable files 
and ensuring proper and timely 
invoicing and payments and co-
ordinating and distributing mar-
keting and communication needs. 
Must have at least three years of 
office experience and demonstrate 
proficiency with computers and 
Microsoft Office programs. Send 
cover letter and resume to   
humanresources@archokc.org.

Director of development - Shrine
The Bl. Stanley Rother Shrine is 

seeking a director of development 
to be responsible for all aspects of 
fundraising and donor relations. 
Form a collaborative working 
relationship with pastors, parish 
leaders, chancery staff and poten-
tial donors to identify and cultivate 
gift prospects for special projects 
and programs, as well as create 
and execute an annual calendar 
of development initiatives. Must 
have a bachelor’s degree, masters 
or MBA preferred, in business/
management or another relevant 
field, or possess general manage-
ment experience in a comparable 
position, a minimum five years of 
development experience and be 
an active, practicing Catholic in 
good standing. Send cover letter 
and resume to humanresources@
archokc.org.

Administrative support/  
sacristan - Shrine

The Bl. Stanley Rother Shrine 
is seeking a part-time administra-
tive support/sacristan to provide 
administrative and clerical support 
to the shrine rector as well as en-
suring efficiency of the shrine sac-
risties. Requires approximately 20 
hours per week, Monday – Friday, 
10 a.m. – 2 p.m. Must be a Cath-
olic in good standing. Bilingual in 
Spanish a plus. Send cover letter 
and resume to humanresources@
archokc.org.

Director of Immigration Legal 
Services – OKC

Catholic Charities of the Archdi-
ocese of Oklahoma City is seeking 
a director of immigration legal 
services to establish and provide 
effective management and over-
sight for all operational and stra-
tegic services and programs. Juris 
doctorate degree; admitted to and 
licensed by the state bar of Okla-
homa or of another state(s), which 
license must be maintained in 
good standing at all times or ac-
creditation as a Department of 
Justice representative for no less 
than five years in good standing 
at all times. A minimum of five 
years of experience in providing 
family-based immigration legal 
services under the INA and related 
statutes, rules and regulations. No 
less than three years of experience 
in supervision, management or 
coordination of professional and/

or clerical staff involved in the 
providing of legal services under 
the INA and related statutes, rules 
and regulations. Send cover letter 
and resume to Monica Palmer at 
mpalmer@ccaokc.org

Bilingual attorney – OKC
Catholic Charities of the Archdi-

ocese of Oklahoma City is seeking 
a bilingual attorney to be respon-
sible for assessing individuals’ el-
igibility for immigration relief and 
representing individuals before 
USCIS and the immigration court. 
Must be a member in good stand-
ing of the bar of any state. (Okla-
homa State Bar preferred); fluent 
in the reading, writing and speak-
ing of Spanish; One to two years 
of immigration law experience 
preferred, but willing to train the 
right candidate. Send cover letter 
and resume to Monica Palmer at 
mpalmer@ccaokc.org.

Cafeteria worker - OKC
Bishop McGuinness Catholic 

School has a part time position 
available in the cafeteria. Hours 
are 8:30 a.m. - 2:30 p.m. Mon-
days and Tuesdays. Contact Laura 
Scott at (405) 842-6656.

Parish secretary - OKC
Epiphany of the Lord Catholic 

Church is seeking a parish sec-
retary. For more information, a 
job description, or to submit a 
resume, contact Tracy Russo at 
epiphany@epiphanyokc.com, (405) 
722-2110, Ext. 128.

Music director – Del City  
St. Paul the Apostle Catholic 

Church is seeking a choir di-
rector/pianist position for three 
weekend Masses, funerals and 
Holy Days. Working knowledge of 
the Catholic Mass and “Breaking 
Bread” collection is helpful. Must 
enjoy working with small, diverse 
groups of singers (one group per 
Mass), select music for each Mass 
and have a vision for Easter and 
Christmas celebrations. Salary 
negotiable. Contact the parish 
office during the morning hours 
at (405) 677 4873 or by e-mail at 
stpaulch@coxinet.net.

Aftercare director - Yukon
St. John Nepomuk Catholic 

School is seeking a part-time 
aftercare director. Send resume to 
George Meiwes at principalsjn@
sjnok.org. 

Director of operations, 
advancement - OKC

The Cathedral of Our Lady of 
Perpetual Help is seeking a director 
of operations and advancement to 
oversee the operations of the parish 
office, purchasing activities, finan-
cial recording and filing as well 
as serve as a resource to parish 
organizations and ministries. The 
scheduling and oversight of parish 
and archdiocesan events. Working 
with both the parish and Bishop 
John Carroll Catholic School to 
develop and enhance advancement 

opportunities for both. Some eve-
nings and weekends require. A de-
gree in administration or manage-
ment is preferred as well as several 
years of experience. Send resume 
to rstansberry@cathedralokc.org.  

Coordinator of youth ministry - 
Edmond

St. John the Baptist Catholic 
Church is seeking a fulltime co-
ordinator of youth ministry to 
be responsible for establishing a 
robust post-confirmation middle 
school youth ministry in the par-
ish and school and building on 
the small faith group communities 
in the high school youth ministry 
program. Must be an active and 
intentional disciple-maker who will 
form young people in their Catho-
lic identity through peer relation-
ships; as well as recognize, support 
and equip parents as the primary 
witnesses of the faith. Must be 
Eucharist-centered and have an 
active prayer life; be an experienced 
and engaging public speaker; have 
excellent organizational and lead-
ership skills; ability to be flexible in 
high-paced environments; able to 
recruit, form and shepherd adult 
and youth leaders. Bachelor’s 
degree from an accredited college 
or university is required. Degree 
in theology, religious education or 
related field is preferred. Send cov-
er letter and resume to adennis@
stjohn-catholic.org.

After care workers - Edmond
St. Elizabeth Ann Seton Catholic 

School is seeking after-school care 
teachers for the 2023-2024 school 
year who love God and enjoy chil-
dren, arts-and-crafts and creative 
play. Must work effectively with 
students in after-school activities, 
assist with behavior manage-
ment and serve as role models. 
No degree is required; high school 
students are encouraged to apply. 
Contact Janine Hunt at jhunt@
seasok.org.

Nursery teacher - OKC
Christ the King Catholic Church 

is seeking a part-time Mothers’ 
Day Out teacher who will be an 
enthusiastic, loving and compas-
sionate childcare provider for the 
nursery and Mother’s Day Out 
program. Must assist the lead 
teachers with crafts, story time, 
games, lunch and naps. Hours 
are Monday/Wednesday 8 a.m. 
– 3 p.m. along with one evening 
or morning shift per week, one 
Saturday evening and one Sunday 
per month. Must be over the age of 
16 and complete the archdiocesan 
Safe Environment program once 
hired. Contact Margaret Ballas at 
margaret@ckokc.org or (405) 242-
4521.

To see more job openings, go on-
line to archokc.org/jobs-box.
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Making Sense of Bioethics

Rapid onset Gender Dysphoria and the tragic 
seduction of our daughters

Father Tad 
Pacholczyk

National Catholic 
Bioethics Center 

In recent years, the number of young people 
with gender dysphoria, or extreme discomfort in 
one’s biological sex, has skyrocketed in the US 
and Western Europe. 

Professor Lisa Littman, a researcher at Brown 
University, was the first to publish a report that 
indicated that many transgender-identified chil-
dren experience “rapid onset gender dysphoria,” 
a clustering phenomenon in which one, several, 
or even all the friends in a group become trans-
gender-identified within a similar timeframe. 
Other researchers have since published similar 
findings.

Littman proposed the hypothesis that this 
transgender identification could involve a novel 
form of peer or social contagion that contrasts 
with our classical understanding of gender 
dysphoria dating back about a hundred years. 
Some of the novel aspects of the phenomenon 
include: 

The initial age of onset has markedly shifted, 
from pre-school aged kids to the teenage years, 
typically around the age of 16; the sex ratio has 
flipped from mostly young boys prior to 2010, 
to now more than 75% adolescent girls; and the 
prevalence of the phenomenon has risen dra-
matically in recent years, both absolutely and 
relatively, leading some to suggest we are facing 
an “epidemic” in rapid onset gender dysphoria.

In other words, teenage girls with no prior his-
tory of gender dysphoria are now the predomi-
nant demographic identifying as transgender.

Discussing the phenomenon in Psychology To-
day, Christopher J. Ferguson, Ph.D., notes that 
the “sudden surge in the number of teen girls 
identifying as trans boys is due not to gender 
dysphoria or transgenderism but rather to girls 
with other mental conditions who are mistak-
enly self-identifying as trans because there is 
social capital built into marginalized identities.”

When surveyed by Littman, more than 60% 
of parents reported that the announcement 
of their child’s coming out had resulted in a 
popularity improvement at school and in other 
settings. 

These young people appear to be escaping into 
a victim group into which they don’t actually fit, 
in part because within the broader culture, gen-

der dysphoria has become one of the few victim 
identities one can choose. 

Many of these youth reportedly had one or 
more psychiatric diagnoses and almost half 
were engaging in self-harm prior to the onset 
of gender dysphoria. There is evidence that 
transitioning can worsen mental health and 
correlate with suicidal thoughts. Claims that 
gender transitioning reduces the risk of suicide 
remain highly controversial and unsupported by 
well-designed and properly-controlled scientific 
studies. 

The surge in transgender-identifying adoles-
cents may also be partly explained as a mal-
adaptive coping mechanism for teens struggling 
with the challenges and stresses arising from 
their adolescent journey through puberty and 
their explorations of sexuality in a hypersexual-
ized society. Prior trauma, whether sexual, peer 
or family, may also play a role.

The steep spike in the phenomenon of rapid 
onset gender dysphoria appears to be connected 
to other social factors as well.

For example, YouTube influencers and inter-
net advocates of gender transitioning often have 
charismatic personalities and offer compelling 
personal testimonies and confessional stories 
that draw the attention of youthful audiences. 
These entertaining and well-produced videos 
strongly encourage young people to transition, 
promising happiness and a new lease on life. 
Prior to announcing their new transgender iden-
tity, more than 65% of the teens were reported 
by their parents to have spent extended time, 
sometimes even several weeks of total immer-
sion, watching YouTube transition vlogs and 
other trans-oriented social media.

A second relevant factor is that various au-
thority figures in the lives of teens, including 
teachers, therapists and doctors, have started 
encouraging and affirming the idea of gender 
transitioning. These respected individuals may 
energetically advocate for a young person to 
transition, claiming they know best what the 
young person needs, and it is virtually always: 
“transition.” 

When parents are hesitant to go along, these 
authority figures may adopt a savior posture 

by bring-
ing up a 
coercive 
suicide 
narrative, 
asking 
them 
whether 
they pre-
fer to have a live son or a dead daughter, while 
actively seeking to re-educate the allegedly naïve 
and transphobic parents. 

Gender-affirmative advocacy applies powerful 
pressure on impressionable youth and vulner-
able parents. These approaches can tragically 
seduce our adolescent daughters, resulting in 
permanent and irreversible damage through 
hormonal treatments, mastectomies and mutila-
tive genital surgeries.

Thankfully, medical professionals in several 
European countries are beginning to change 
course. Treatments for youth with gender dys-
phoria have become decidedly more cautious. 
The paramount importance of psychological 
care is being recognized, with transitioning be-
coming restricted to research protocols.

We need to begin promoting a more whole-
some and balanced perspective to girls, name-
ly, that being a woman is good and beautiful. 
Therapists need to counsel patience in the face 
of adolescent claims of discomfort with their 
biological sex, recognizing that some may be 
seeking gender transition as an escape from 
other emotional difficulties. Many who have 
transitioned are now regretting their choice, 
with “de-transitioning” occurring at an acceler-
ated rate among the same females who present-
ed during adolescence with gender dysphoria.

Young people facing rapid onset gender 
dysphoria need authentic support and encour-
agement, rather than surgeries and hormones, 
especially in the face of data revealing that most 
of them, if not offered “affirmation therapies,” 
will outgrow their dysphoria and come to accept 
their birth sex once their turbulent adolescent 
years have passed.

T H E  A R C H D I O C E S E  O F  O K C
P R E S E N T S

A Four-Part Series
     Oct. 12, 13 and 24 and Nov. 3   

Working Professionals Ages 21-35

Registration Fee: $100
Includes dinner, drinks, entertainment, etc.

Embodied by the teachings of St. John Paul II,
learn and experience the art of dating through

conversation, etiquette, and dance.

archokc.org/artofdating
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Lánzate a lo más Profundo
Luke 5:4

La gloria en la Cruz

Arzobispo Pablo S. Coakley

Hay muchas cosas que distinguen nuestra 
fe católica y su práctica de otras expresiones 
de fe cristiana y, desde luego, de la fe secular 
dominante en nuestra cultura. 

Indagadores pudieran preguntar a los 
católicos acerca del papel del papa, nuestra 
veneración a María y nuestra creencia en la 
Eucaristía como el Cuerpo de Cristo. Pero, 
entre estas cosas distintivamente católicas, 
hay otra que destaca como verdaderamente 
desconcertante para muchas personas. 

¿Por qué un crucifijo? La imagen de un 
hombre crucificado se expone de forma de-
stacada en todas 
las iglesias católi-
cas y también lo 
encontramos en 
la mayoría de los 
hogares católicos. 
Se coloca en lug-
ares destacados de 
nuestras escuelas 
y otras insti-
tuciones católicas. 
Es, por supues-
to, la imagen de 
Jesús crucificado. Es el Hijo de Dios que, por 
misericordia, se hizo hombre para salvarnos 
de nuestros pecados al padecer y vencer a la 
muerte. 

Para los católicos, es tan común ver un 
crucifijo que tendemos a pasar por alto la 
realidad que representa. Pierde su valor de 
impacto. Ya no vemos la cruz como algo “es-
candaloso” ni reconocemos “la locura” de que 
la cruz puede ser motivo de tropiezo para los 
no creyentes. 

Pero, pensándolo bien, aún debería escan-
dalizarnos que demos tanta importancia a 
esta cruel imagen de un hombre que muere 
de la forma más espantosa e indigna posible. 
Incluso celebramos litúrgicamente la Fiesta 
de la Exaltación de la Cruz el 14 de septiem-
bre de cada año. Dedicamos un día de nues-
tro calendario litúrgico para celebrar la gloria 
que proviene de la aceptación voluntaria 
por parte de Jesús de una muerte cruel, 
motivada por su amor misericordioso hacia 
nosotros. 

Esta es una hermosa paradoja de nuestra 
fe. Reconocemos 
la brutalidad 
y la violencia 
que Jesús pa-
deció por nues-
tros pecados, y 
celebramos que 
el Señor, en su 
amor por no-
sotros, asumiera 
ese sufrimiento 
para salvarnos y 
rescatarnos del 

poder de la muerte.
Es mediante la cruz que somos salvados, y 

es en la cruz que encontramos la vida eter-
na. Es a través de la cruz que Jesús triunfa, 
y nosotros triunfamos en él. San Ireneo es-
cribió célebremente: “La gloria de Dios es el 
hombre vivo”. Y es sólo en la cruz de Cristo 
donde el hombre encuentra su vida plena, 
libre del pecado y del poder de la muerte. 
Mediante la fe encontramos sentido al su-
frimiento, que permite asumirlo, aceptarlo 

y vencerlo en 
Cristo.

Vivimos en un 
mundo que re-
chaza el mensaje 
de la cruz porque 
ese mundo sin fe 
no ve el sentido 
ni el valor del sufrimiento. La postura habit-
ual es evitar o al menos mitigar el dolor, que 
es una parte tan natural de la vida.

En un mundo así se nos anima a hacer 
todo por nosotros mismos y a maximizar el 
placer. Muchos buscan la plenitud en cosas 
y relaciones que nunca la proporcionarán, lo 
que conduce a una mayor frustración y a un 
sufrimiento aún peor. 

Como discípulos misioneros de Jesucristo, 
es nuestro deber proclamar a Cristo, y a éste 
crucificado. Estamos llamados a transmitir-
le a la gente la Buena Nueva de que Dios 
asumió en particular nuestra naturaleza 
humana para compartir nuestro sufrimiento 
y para darle sentido. Vino para que nues-
tro sufrimiento, causado por el pecado, se 
convirtiera en un medio de redención y sal-
vación. Esta es la buena noticia que nuestro 
mundo necesita escuchar tan desesperada-
mente, porque es un mensaje que promete 
plenitud y paz en un mundo lleno de caos y 
oscuridad.

Al celebrar la Exaltación de la Cruz, ore-
mos para que encontremos el amor miseri-
cordioso de Dios a través de nuestra partici-
pación en su cruz y en su victoria.

““Estamos llamados a transmitirle a 
la gente la Buena Nueva de que Dios 
asumió en particular nuestra natu-

raleza humana para compartir nuestro 
sufrimiento y para darle sentido. Vino 
para que nuestro sufrimiento, causado 
por el pecado, se convirtiera en un medio 
de redención y salvación”.
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23 de septiembre
9 a.m. - 2 p.m.

St. Francis Xavier Catholic Church 
110 N Madison St, 

Enid, OK 73701

Únase a nosotros en este taller de medio día que cubre la
segunda mitad de la Certificación Básica. La sesión de la

mañana versará sobre El Depósito de la Fe: Introducción al
Catecismo. La Vocación del Catequista comenzará después

del almuerzo ofrecido a todos los que se inscriban.

Queridos hermanos y hermanas en Cristo,

Este número/ ejemplar de Sooner Catholic incluye varias historias 
alentadoras directamente de clientes que han recibido el impacto 
positivo de su apoyo a Caridades Católicas. Estos ejemplos fueron 
elegidos para mostrar cómo cada programa de Caridades Católicas 
ilumina la esperanza que tenemos en Cristo. Rezamos para que 
estas historias reales inspiren su apoyo continuo mientras lanzamos 
la Campaña Anual de Caridades Católicas 2023.

Todos los años, Caridades Católicas lleva luz a las personas de 
nuestra comunidad que carecen de vivienda adecuada, padecen 
hambre, temen por su futuro y están desesperadas. Inspirado en el 
Salmo 119:105, el tema de nuestra Campaña Anual de este año es: 
“Lámpara es a mis pies tu palabra, y lumbrera a mi camino”. Cari-
dades Católicas cuenta con más de 14 programas para ayudar a las 
familias a través de embarazos en crisis, asesoramiento familiar, 
recuperación de desastres y servicios de apoyo familiar diseñados 
para aliviar la pobreza y traer sanación y esperanza.

Caridades Católicas sólo puede llevar luz a quienes viven en la 
oscuridad gracias a la generosidad de miles de simpatizantes como 
usted. A través de este llamamiento, usted y todos nuestros simpati-
zantes pueden mostrar la luz de Cristo a los miembros de nuestra 
comunidad.

¿Ayudará a continuar el legado de 111 años de servicio de Cari-
dades Católicas al centro y oeste de Oklahoma? Su apoyo se traduce 
directamente en vidas cambiadas. Por favor, ayude a otros a través 
de su apoyo a la Campaña Anual de Caridades Católicas de este 
año. Que Dios bendiga su compasión y que todos seamos la lámpara 
de Cristo para los más necesitados.  

En Cristo, 

Patrick J. Raglow
Director Ejecutivo
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Briefs
Oklahoma Catholic Native 
Schools Project

To contribute documents, photos 
or an oral history to the Oklahoma 
Catholic Native Schools Project, 
e-mail info@oknativeschoolsproject.
org. Learn more at archokc.org/ 
oknativeschoolsproject.

Tables, chairs available
Holy Spirit Catholic Church in 

Mustang has 12, 60-inch round, 
wood veneer tables available to a 
good home. These tables are heavy 
made and in good condition. Two 
custom dollies for storing and 
moving the tables are also includ-
ed. Several dozen metal folding 
chairs and storage rack are also 
available. This is a package deal. 
Tables will not be given away sep-
arately. Limited delivery to loca-
tions in the Oklahoma City area is 
available if needed. For additional 
information, contact Pamela Ross 
at (405) 219-9245.

Danube River Cruise
Join Fr. Rick Stansberry and 

Marcellino D’Ambrosio, Ph.D., on 
a Danube River Cruise pilgrimage 
Oct. 20-30, 2024, that includes 
Munich, Vienna, Bratislava and 
Budapest, plus an optional exten-
sion to Krakow. Visit selectinter-
nationaltours.com. Contact (800) 
842-4842; jane@select-intl.com.

Oklahoma Catholic scouting 
alternative

Troop 1887 of St. George is wel-
coming boys ages 6-10, young men 
ages 11-18, and their fathers. Fa-
thers from several parishes across 
the Oklahoma City metro area aim 
to teach (and learn alongside) their 
sons: knot tying, archery, camp-
ing, marksmanship, Dutch oven 
cooking, fishing, survival skills … 
and Catholic virtues to help equip 
them with life skills. No previous 
outdoor experience required. For 
more information or to donate 
used camping equipment e-mail 
troopsofstgeorge1887@gmail.com. 
Visit troopsofsaintgeorge.org.

Virtual open house
The St. Francis de Sales Asso-

ciation will have an open house 7 
p.m. – 8 p.m. Sept. 24 via Zoom 
for people to learn about Salesian 
spirituality and the St. Francis 
de Sales Association. To register, 
e-mail Haydee von Sternberg at 
haydee@sfdsassociation.org. Visit 
sfdsassociation.org.

Fall Discipleship Bible Study
The Gospel of Life Disciples Fall 

Bible Study is every Monday 7 
p.m. – 8 p.m. Sept. 11 – Nov. 27 
(except Sept. 25 and Oct. 2) at the 
St. John Paul II Dwelling, 4113 
S. Eastern Ave. in Moore. E-mail 
david@gospeloflifedisciples.org to 
register for in-person or online.

Surviving Divorce
A 14-week Surviving Divorce pro-

gram begins Sept. 13 and will meet 
6 p.m. - 7:15 p.m. each Wednes-

day at St. John the Baptist Cath-
olic Church in Edmond. For more 
information and to register, e-mail 
sjbsurvivingdivorce@gmail.com.

Luncheons4Life
The September Luncheons4Life 

is at 11:30 a.m. Sept. 14 at the 
Catholic Pastoral Center, 7501 
Northwest Expressway in Oklaho-
ma City. The speaker is Alex San-
chez, mental health and ministry. 
RSVP to jvandervort@archokc.org.

Mass of Remembrance
The 2023 Mass of Remembrance 

will be at 6 p.m. on Sept. 15 at St. 
Francis of Assisi Catholic Church, 
1901 N.W. 18 St. in Oklahoma 
City. The Mass is in remembrance 
of those lost to suicide. Every-
one is welcome. People who have 
experienced the loss of someone to 
suicide are invited to attend and 
celebrate their loved one’s life.

Retrouvaille – For troubled
marriages

A Retrouvaille weekend will be 
held Sept. 15-17. Retrouvaille 
helps couples through difficult 
times in their marriages. Contact 
Oklahoma Retrouvaille at (405) 
443-3541; okc@retrouvaille.org. 
Visit helpourmarriage.org. 

Broncho Bash
The Broncho Bash to support the 

UCO Catholic Campus Ministry is 
7 p.m. Sept. 15 in the great hall 
at St. John the Baptist Catholic 
Church, 900 S. Littler in Edmond. 
Cocktail hour 6 p.m. UCO Catholic 
alumni get a unique promo code 
for discounted tickets.Contact Joy 
Murphy at (405) 274-9685;   
jmurphy@stjohn-catholic.org.

Opening night
The Bl. Stanley Rother Hispanic 

Cultural Institute opening night 
for the Spring semester is 7 p.m. 
Sept. 19 in the Metter room at 
St. Joseph Catholic Church, 421 
East Acers St. in Norman. Every-
one is invited. Membership not 
necessary for opening night. The 
Spanish language and cultural 
studies classes are 7 p.m. – 9:30 
p.m. on Tuesday’s. Register on the 
Facebook page or https://bit.ly/
BSRHCIFall2023. Tuition: $40 per 
semester. Online registrants pay 
tuition on opening night. Checks 
should be made payable to St. Jo-
seph Catholic Church. Donations 
to the institute are accepted.

Catholic women’s retreat
The Women in Scripture retreat 

is 7 p.m. - 9 p.m. Sept. 22 and 9 
a.m. – 8:30 p.m.  Sept. 23 at St. 
Francis of Assisi, 1901 N.W. 18 
St. in Oklahoma City. Meg Hunt-
er-Kilmer will be the speaker. Visit 
stfrancisokcwomen.com.

Married couples retreat
A Domestic Church Married 

Couples Retreat is Sept. 22-24 in 
Oklahoma City. Register at okc@
domesticchurchfamilies.com. 

Contact Matt and Nicole Hughes at 
domesticchurchokc@gmail.com or 
(405) 361-2359.

Festival de Matachines
The Festival of Matachines 

scheduled for Sept. 23 has been 
postponed until September 2024.

Golf tournament
The annual Knights of Colum-

bus St. John Nepomuk Council 
6478 golf tournament is Sept. 23 
at Surrey Hills Golf Club, 11340 
Surrey Hills Blvd. in Yukon. Lunch 
provided by Texas Roadhouse. Pro-
ceeds benefit Knights projects and 
the Center of Family Love. Register 
at yukonkofc.org; (405) 805-6262.

Bingo
The Knights of Columbus fam-

ily bingo at St. James Catholic 
Church, 4201 S. McKinley in Okla-
homa City is Sept. 28. All games 
$10; door prizes furnished by the 
Knights. Food reasonably priced, 
served at 5:45 p.m. Bingo at 6:30 
p.m. All players receive a raffle 
ticket for a LG 50-inch LED TV to 
be given away in October. Septem-
ber birthdays will be recognized. 

Day of Reflection
Day of Reflection, “‘The Little 

Way’ of evangelizing our world” 
presented by Fr. Peter Shults, 
O.S.B. is 8:30 a.m. - 3 p.m. Sept. 
30 at St. Gregory’s Abbey, 1900 W. 
MacArthur St. in Shawnee. Attend-
ees must pre-register by e-mailing 
retreats@monksok.org, via the link 
at monksok.org or call (405) 878-
5656. Cost $30 pre-paid or $35 at 
the door. Lunch included.

Oktoberfest
The Holy Spirit Catholic Church 

Oktoberfest and auction is 6 p.m. 
Sept. 30 at 1100 North Sara Rd. in 
Mustang. Reservations $50. Enjoy 
authentic German food, beer and 
wine at this adults-only event. 
Games with prizes, live music by 
Masopust Polka Band, and a live 
and silent auction. For tickets visit 
holyspiritmustang.org.

Fundraising dinner
St. Paul the Apostle Catholic 

Church is hosting a dinner fund-
raiser for Knights of Columbus 
Council 12108 and Go Life Mobile 
Medical Clinic at 6 p.m. Sept. 30 
at 3901 S. Sunnylane Rd. in Del 
City. Both organizations work to-
gether to offer services to pregnant 
woman free of charge. Tickets: $10 
each. Contact Kathleen Archer at 
kate.archer@cox.net.

Annulment information session
Fr. Rick Stansberry, judicial vic-

ar, will lead a general information 
session about annulments 3 p.m. 
- 5 p.m. Oct. 8 in the great hall 
at St. John the Baptist Catholic 
Church, 900 S. Littler in Edmond. 
Call the church at (405) 340-0691.

Remembrance Mass
A Remembrance Mass for preg-

nancy and infant loss is 10 a.m. 
Oct. 14 at The Cathedral of Our 
Lady of Perpetual Help, 3214 N. 
Lake Ave. in Oklahoma City. E-mail 
the names of children to be hon-
ored to carried.loved@gmail.com.

Day of Reflection
Day of Reflection, “Listening to 

the Call to Action in the Gospel of 
St. Mark” presented by Fr. Thomas 
Boyer is 8:30 a.m. - 3 p.m. Oct. 14 
at St. Gregory’s Abbey, 1900 W. 
MacArthur St., Shawnee. Attend-
ees must pre-register by e-mailing 
retreats@monksok.org, via the link 
at monksok.org or call (405) 878-
5656. Cost $30 pre-paid or $35 at 
the door. Lunch included.

Anniversary Mass
Archbishop Coakley invites all 

married couples to attend the 
Anniversary Mass at 3 p.m. Oct. 
15 at The Cathedral of Our Lady of 
Perpetual Help, 3214 N. Lake Ave. 
in Oklahoma City. Couples cele-
brating milestone anniversaries 
(25, 40, 50+) in the calendar year 
2023 will be specifically honored. 
Register by Oct. 11 at archokc.
org/anniversary-mass. Contact 
Lisa Carrasco at (405) 709-2709 or 
Erika Fraire at (405) 438-0294. 

Bishop Meerschaert Legacy 
Society

The Catholic Foundation of 
Oklahoma invites people who have 
left their parish, the archdiocese or 
another Catholic ministry in their 
will to join Archbishop Coakley at 
an 11:30 a.m. Mass and then a 
luncheon Oct. 19 at the Catholic 
Pastoral Center, 7501 Northwest 
Expressway in Oklahoma City. 
Contact (405) 721-4115. Visit 
cfook.org/legacysociety.

Monastic Encounter Weekend
St. Gregory’s Abbey invites single 

Catholic men ages 18-45 for a 
monastic encounter weekend Oct. 
20-22 at 1900 W. MacArthur St. 
in Shawnee. Share in the liturgi-
cal prayer, Lectio Divina, common 
work, communal life of the abbey 
and live as a monk. Contact Fr. 
Simeon Spitz, O.S.B. at (405) 878-
5456, vocations@monksok.org.

Ashes to Ashes
All men 21 years of age and older 

are invited to join the Knights of 
Columbus 7 p.m. - 10 p.m. Oct. 
24 at St. Francis of Assisi Cath-
olic Church, 1901 N.W. 18 St. in 
Oklahoma City for an evening of 
fellowship, cigars and liquor. Cost: 
$50pp, which includes glass, two 
cigars, liquor and snacks. Contact 
Steven D’Avis at (405) 889-6517; 
SD39Avis@yahoo.com.

Worldwide Marriage Encounter 
A Worldwide Marriage Encoun-

ter weekend is Oct. 27-29 at the 
Catholic Pastoral Center, 7501 
Northwest Expressway in Oklaho-
ma City. Contact Bryan and Karen 
Berland at bkberland@gmail.com 
or (405) 850-4274. Visit wwme.org.
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September 

10   Twenty-Third Sunday in 
       Ordinary Time.

10   Archbishop’s young adult 
       Mass and cookout.

10   Organ dedication, 5 p.m., St. 
       Mary Catholic Church, 408 S. 
       8th St., Ponca City.  

11   GOLD Fall Discipleship Bible 
       Study begins. 7 p.m., St. 
       John Paul II Dwelling, 4113 
       S. Eastern Ave., Moore. 

12   The Most Holy Name of Mary.

13   Feast of St. John 
       Chrysostom.

13   Surviving Divorce program 
       begins, 6 p.m., St. John the 
       Baptist Catholic Church, 900 
       S. Littler Ave., Edmond.

13   Catholic War Veterans USA 
       the Oklahoma Memorial Post 
       No. 168 meeting, 7 p.m., Sun-
       nylane Family Reception 
       Center, 3900 S.E. 29, Del
       City. Contact (405) 760-3886,
       OklaPost168@cox.net.

14   The Exaltation of the Holy 
       Cross.

14   Luncheons4Life, 11:30 a.m., 
       Catholic Pastoral Center, 
       7501 Northwest Expressway,
       Oklahoma City.

Calendar
This calendar only covers the two weeks between issue dates and may not reflect all of the calendar items. To see a full calendar, go to soonercatholic.org.
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Michael Dalby 
FICF 
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Ranked the #1  
Knights of Columbus  

Agency in the Order in  
2015, 2017, 2018,  
2019 and 2020.
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15    Our Lady of Sorrows.

15    Retrouvaille-for troubled 
        marriages-Sept. 15-17. Visit 
        helpourmarriage.org.

15    Mass of Remembrance, 6 
        p.m., St. Francis of Assisi 
        Church, 1901 N.W. 18 St., 
        Oklahoma City.

15    Broncho Bash, 7 p.m., St. 
        John the Baptist Catholic 
        Church, 900 S. Littler, 
        Edmond.

16    Feast of Sts. Cornelius, Pope, 
        and Cyprian.

16    Pray the Rosary for Life, 9:30 
        a.m., Our Lady of Lebanon 
        Catholic Church, 500 Ala-
        meda St., Norman. Contact 
        Connie Lang, (405) 249-1041, 
        potato.lang@gmail.com.

16    Lay Missionaries of Charity 
        provides an explanation 
        through prayer and the 
        charism of St. Teresa of 
        Calcutta. Meeting on the first 
        Saturday of the month at St. 
        Ann for Holy Mass at 9:30 
        a.m., adoration and the Ro-
        sary. On the third Saturday 
        of the month the meeting is at 
        Holy Innocents’ conference 
        room. Contact Toni Harrelson 
        at (405) 341-2199.

16    The Oklahoma City Commu
       nity of Secular Carmelites 

       meeting, Little Flower Catho-
       lic Church, 1125 S. Walker 
       Ave., Oklahoma City. Anyone 
       interested in deepening prayer 
       life with community support, 
       call William Ginn, (405) 737-
       2024.

17   Twenty-Fourth Sunday in 
       Ordinary Time.

17   Monthly Novena to the Infant 
       Jesus of Prague begins.

19   Feast of St. Januarius.

19   Serra Club of Oklahoma City 
       meeting, 11a.m., Catholic 
       Charities, 1232 N. Classen 
       Blvd, Oklahoma City. Visit 
       serraokc.org.

19   Suicide grief support group, 6 
       p.m. - 7 p.m., St. Francis of 
       Assisi Catholic Church, 1901 
       N.W. 18, Oklahoma City.

19   Bl. Stanley Rother Hispanic 
       Cultural Institute opening 
       night, 7 p.m., St. Joseph 
       Catholic Church, 421 East      
       Acers St., Norman.

20   Feast of Sts. Andrew Kim 
       Tae-Gon and Paul Chong 
       Ha-Sang and Companions.

20   True Family Lecture, 5:30 
       p.m., Sam Noble Oklahoma 
       Museum of Natural History, 
       2401 Chautauqua Ave., 
       Norman.

22   Married couples retreat, Sept. 
       22-24, Oklahoma City. Con-
       tact Matt and Nicole Hughes 
       at domesticchurchokc@gmail.
       com; (405) 361-2359.

22   Catholic women’s retreat, 7 
       p.m., St. Francis of Assisi, 
       1901 N.W. 18 St., Oklahoma 
       City.

23   Feast of St. Pius of Pietrelcina.

23   Golf tournament benefiting 
       Center of Family Love, Surrey 
       Hills Golf Club, 11340 Surrey 
       Hills Blvd., Yukon. Register at
       yukonkofc.org; (405) 805-
       6262.

23   Catholic women’s retreat, 9 
       a.m., St. Francis of Assisi, 
       1901 N.W. 18 St., Oklahoma 
       City.

23   Pray the Rosary for Life, 9:30 
       a.m., Our Lady of Lebanon 
       Catholic Church, 500 Ala-
       meda St., Norman. Contact 
       Connie Lang, (405) 249-1041, 
       potato.lang@gmail.com.
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Above: The Knights of Columbus donated brand new coats for every 
Catholic Charities client.

Top: A client of Sanctuary Women’s Development Center hugs her case 
worker after  receiving the keys to a vehicle through Catholic Charities.

Right: A client and her son received services through the family support 
services program.

Top: Benchmark Foods was presented with the Mosaic award at Catholic 
Charities’ Green Tie Gala. 

Right: The Oklahoma City Thunder contributed to “A Very Giving 
Christmas” with OKC Thunder stockings.

Below: A client (left) received a donated vehicle with the help from 
his case manager Kyle McNew (right).

Left: Students from 
Christ the King 

Catholic School par-
ticipated 

in a day of 
volunteering.

Middle: 
Catholic 
Charities 
broke 

ground on 
May 2 at the 

site for the new 
Sanctuary Wom-

en’s Development 
Center facility.

Above: FBI Direc-
tor Christopher Wray 

(left) presented Patrick Raglow, 
Catholic Charities OKC, the 2022 
Director’s Community Leadership 
Award. 


