
 

Thanks for uncorking the bottle you found in the sea… 

“For this is the message you have heard from the beginning, 
that we should love one another.” (1 John 3:11) 

 

 

Click to view an amazing ministry our 
National Philoptochos donated $5,000 to support. 

[Parishioners asked Fr. George to reprise this video that he presented during his 10/4 sermon.] 

https://youtu.be/SslHtfkdWzo
https://youtu.be/SslHtfkdWzo
https://youtu.be/SslHtfkdWzo
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Fr. George thanks our National Philoptochos for its leadership and support of our 
Metropolis Philoptochos and Parish Chapters. Our collective efforts make a 
difference in serving those in need throughout our world. Please take a moment 
to view National Philoptochos’ Philanthropy Witness for October, 2020 by 
clicking here or by using the link on our parish website homepage. 

+ 

 

View this documentary from the life of Fr. Nicholas Vieron that  
Fr. George highlighted on Sunday, 10/4, during his sermon. 

May Fr. Nicholas’ memory be eternal. 

https://mailchi.mp/philoptochos.org/philanthropy-witness-october-2020?e=832879d69d
https://mailchi.mp/philoptochos.org/philanthropy-witness-october-2020?e=832879d69d
https://mailchi.mp/philoptochos.org/philanthropy-witness-october-2020?e=832879d69d
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=H26iIOBSY9I
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=H26iIOBSY9I
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=H26iIOBSY9I
https://mailchi.mp/philoptochos.org/philanthropy-witness-october-2020?e=832879d69d
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=H26iIOBSY9I


3 
 

Message from His Eminence Metropolitan Alexios 

 

My Beloved Ones,  

 

Beginning October’s Clergy Appreciation 
Month, I am reminded of a beautiful testimonial 
provided to the Retired Clergy Association, by 
one of the children of our Metropolis, Evan 
Scurtis, daughter of Fr. Demosthenes Mekras, 
who served all his life as the Dean of St. Sophia 
Cathedral in Miami, Florida. 

 

In the words of Mrs. Scurtis, “My parents were 
young, 21 and 22 years old and "grew up" with 
the parish. My Dad taught Greek School and my 

Mother, Sunday School… As a young Presbytera my Mother sewed altar boy 
vestments and choir robes...  

 

“What I learned through my parents was to help those in need.  Our door was 
always open… As an adult I look back on my childhood as a [Priest’s Kid] (my 
generation was referred to as "tou Papa ta paidia") my brothers and I had 
wonderful experiences meeting persons from all over our great country.  Miami 
was a "winter wonderland" for the "snowbirds" during the 40's and 50's into the 
60's before it became a big city.  Not that there were not bumps in the road, as 
all priests experience, but those were small compared to the goodness we 
shared.  

 

“What I appreciate the most is that when my Dad came home and the front door 
closed, he was just our Dad. We were a family and did not feel "on call" to our 
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parish.  Whether a Priest and Presbytera or not, my parents would have 
expected their children to attend church services, attend Sunday School, Greek 
School and be part of GOYA. So, for my brothers and me, we do not look at these 
efforts as an obligation as PK's.  It was just part of being Greek Orthodox…” 

 

I have shared these words because I hope and pray that we ourselves… “do not 
look at these efforts as an obligation…” May we take our inspiration from the 
hundreds of clergy families in our Metropolis, who commune with our Lord, and 
are spiritually uplifted when they serve Him.  

 

I hope that we are all reminded of the sacrifices our clergy families make every 
single day for us. Living in the world, it can be easy to forget that, though the 
Priest serves the people, that does not mean he has no life outside his calling. 
When he celebrates a baptism, a marriage, or commends the souls of the 
departed to the Lord, often, he is also asking his family to make a sacrifice, 
whether they realize it, or are gracious enough to accept.  

 

This Clergy Appreciation Month, may we remember to thank our Priests, our 
Presvyteres, and who give up the “ordinary life” the laity experience, to instead 
live an extraordinary life, full of devotion to our Lord and His Church. In this 
way, a clergy family is magnified, including not only a father, mother, and 
children, but all the parishioners who love them, and look to their spiritual 
father to guide them to salvation. 

 

+ALEXIOS  
Metropolitan of Atlanta 

 

Quotes adapted freely from an essay by Mrs. Evan Scurtis 
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Diakonia Retreat Center October Matching Campaign 
 

Dear Metropolis of Atlanta Family,   

 
We need your help! 

 
Due to the pandemic shutdown the last 8 months, we have had no income 
which has made our budget very tight. However, we are so grateful for a 
generous donation of $25,000 with a matching challenge. Would you please 
donate to support the DRC? All donations will be put in a restricted account to 
cover monthly expense shortfalls.  

 
Although the DRC has been temporarily closed, we have been extremely busy 
ensuring the campus is in great condition for re-opening. The following are just 
a few our accomplishments:  

   

We are in unique times. A season of constant change. What hasn’t changed is 
our purpose at the Diakonia Retreat Center - to be a place of life Transformation 
which enables growth in faith, family and friendships.  

  

• Cleaned up tornado damage and replanted trees where appropriate 
• Remodeled 3 cabins including new bathrooms and flooring 
• Upgraded and fixed our outdoor low ropes course 
• Replanted grass and leveled our soccer field 
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• Continued work on our beautiful Panagia Chapel 
• Refinanced our mortgage 
• Began developing our long-term plan for space utilization & design 
• Updated our website to include e-commerce capabilities for our Candle 

Ministry 

  

We have done all of this with anticipation of re-opening the retreat center for 
you. Starting in October, we will be able to host 4 families safely at any one 
time. We will be strictly following CDC and local SC guidelines. If interested in 
relaxing and reconnecting with God and your family in a retreat setting, going 
to Church services - please email diakoniaretreatoffice@yahoo.com to reserve 
your spot.  

   

In addition to making a donation, we would like to also request that you and 
your family remember the DRC Staff, Board, and all the ministries in your 
prayers. If you have kids that have gone to St. Stephens Camp, it would be great 
to ask them to light a candle and say a prayer for all of us as we get ready to 
have camp again next year.  
 

 

Donate Today 
 

 

Thank you for your constant expression of love toward our wonderful DRC.  

   

With a grateful heart,   
 

Mark G. Moraitakis  
 

DRC Board Co-Chair  

https://thediakoniaretreatcenter.com/donate/
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Please click to RSVP by October 8th 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSf9rL2y8D_yGNl3HAy0X5q92A5DvmCJ3dSwWcSnb-_JdU7yPA/viewform
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This past Sunday was “National Church Music Sunday". We thanked those in our 
parish who share their talents as local church musicians – our choir director, 
choir members, and chantors... their inspiring ministry helps uplift our hearts 
and souls.      +Fr. George Tsahakis 

On the first Sunday in October (on or after the Feast of St. Romanos the Melodist, 
the patron saint of church musicians), parishes across the Archdiocese of America 
celebrate NATIONAL CHURCH MUSIC SUNDAY. We honor the contributions of our 
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choir members, psaltai, and music educators who serve our churches through the 
hymnology of our Orthodox Church. It is a day we recognize the work of the 
diocesan choir federations as well as the National Forum of Greek Orthodox Church 
Musicians, who through their music ministry, strive to enhance the development 
of church choirs, church musicians, and liturgical music at diocesan and 
archdiocesan levels. 

Prayer for Church Musicians Fr. George offered this Past Sunday 

Fr. George: In the Name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 

O Heavenly Father, on this day proclaimed National Church Music Sunday by our 
Archdiocese, our parish recognizes the women, men, and youth in our parish who 
give their time and musical talent in service to You, our Lord, and to Your Church. 

Bless them, O Lord, as they sing praises to You, and glorify Your Name. Let their 
music be a witness to Your majesty and love and remind us all of Your presence in 
our lives. 

Help them to bring the Word of God to our parish family through Your music, 
through chant and hymn singing. 

Help them to fulfill all the responsibilities this music ministry requires. Giving of 
time and talents to learn the hymns of our faith, teaching others these musical 
prayers, actively participating in the dialogue of our worship, and striving to 
enhance the beauty of our liturgical life. 

Help them to grow as disciples of the Lord by making every effort to hear the Word 
of God, integrate His teachings into our lives, and sharing it with others through 
music. 

Master, Lord our God, You commanded that everything be done for Your glory. By 
Your blessing, stretch forth Your hand to these Your servants who sing hymns of 
praise for Your glory. Grant them the wisdom and ability to sing our Orthodox 
prayers. Grant them good health, a happy life, and bless their good efforts. For You 
are a gracious God and to You we give glory, together with Your Father who is 
eternal and Your All Holy Good and Life-giving Spirit, now and forevermore. Amen. 
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Adult Religious Education Lesson for Sunday, October 11 
 

This coming Sunday we will continue studying Matthew 
18:21-35: the Parable of the Unmerciful Servant. Even if 
you have never joined us, we welcome you to view the 
video and then complete its Companion Guide, “Judging 
Others & Freedom of Forgiveness”.  

Click here to join Zoom Conference Call 

This past Sunday, we answered anonymously and 
discussed the following questions: 

1. How many people have you judged this 
week?  

2. Do you ever think something about a 
person you don't know and then later 
wonder if you were wrong? 

3. Do you ever judge someone and then 
realize you do the same thing? 

4. Have you ever felt good after judging 
someone?  

5. Is it easy for you to judge a person based 
on his or her outer appearance? 

6. Do you make assumptions about others 
based on what the media has planted into 
our minds? 

7. When feeling insecure, are you tempted 
to judge/gossip about others to bond with 
those with whom you are speaking? 

8. When you see something about others 
that you consider as "wrong", "different", 
or "inappropriate", do you judge them? 

9. Do you find yourself judging others 

10. Are you constantly being judged by 
family, friends, and co-workers? 

 

https://y2am.us3.list-manage.com/track/click?u=e0f875e19237bec9c7472b6e4&id=ffb70b755e&e=184920eb7a
https://y2am.us3.list-manage.com/track/click?u=e0f875e19237bec9c7472b6e4&id=ffb70b755e&e=184920eb7a
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83553907847
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Thanksgiving Sunday for October 
National Church Music Sunday was 10/4 – Thanks to our 

Chantors & Choir Members for their gifts! 
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Congratulations to All Who Celebrate Birthdays, Name Days, Wedding 
Anniversaries, & Baptism & Chrismation Anniversaries in October. 

 

Special thanks to St. Christopher Outreach Ministry’s $10,000 Donation to 
our Building Fund from proceeds of this year’s South Atlanta Golf Classic! 
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Sunday, October 4th was “Parish Thanksgiving Sunday”  
 

… the custom of offering the Five Loaves monthly 

reminds us of the generosity and multiplication of 

the gifts of fish and bread that our Lord multiplied 

and shared with all present. Through this Orthodox 

Service, we return thanksgiving to God for 

multiplying our own gifts and hence, the icon of this 

miracle has been selected as our logo for “Parish Thanksgiving Sunday”… the first 

Sunday of every month! 

 

Thanks to Dedee & Kirk Panayis for offering the 

five Artos (loaves of bread) in thanksgiving for 

their 14th wedding anniversary and other special 

occasions occurring in October which they 

announced. They also offered the bread for the 

health and welfare of our parishioners as well as God’s blessings in our lives 

this month. We thank Dedee for making this past Sunday’s Prosfora. 

 

On Sunday, October 4th, we thanked God and celebrated Name Days, Birthdays, 

Wedding Anniversaries, and other special occasions that occurred recently or 

will occur during the month of October. Congratulations to everyone 

celebrating their special events today and thanks to all who offered our parish 

their gifts for God to use and multiply. 
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Youth Religious Education Is Underway 

 

 

Click here to view classes, teachers, and schedule for 
2020-2021 Religious Education Year 

 

https://www.saintchristopherhoc.org/news/our-youth-religious-education-classes-begin-sunday-september-20th
https://www.saintchristopherhoc.org/news/our-youth-religious-education-classes-begin-sunday-september-20th
https://www.saintchristopherhoc.org/news/our-youth-religious-education-classes-begin-sunday-september-20th
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