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ON THIS DAY, THE SUNDAY AFTER THE NATIVITY OF OUR LORD, GOD, AND 
SAVIOR, JESUS CHRIST, WE COMMEMORATE THE HOLY AND RIGHTEOUS 
FOREFATHERS OF GOD, JOSEPH, THE BETROTHED OF THE VIRGIN MARY; 
JAMES, THE BROTHER OF OUR LORD (IAKOVOS); AND DAVID, THE PROPHET AND 
KING. On this day, we also commemorate St. Stephen, Archdeacon & First Martyr 
(+34); Righteous Father Theodore the Confessor, brother of St. Theophanes the 
Hymnographer (+845); and Righteous Father Theodore, Patriarch of 
Constantinople. Through their holy intercessions, O God, have mercy on us and 
save us. Amen.  
 

Thank You for Your Understanding 
We welcome our parishioners who pre-registered and are attending services in person today 
and we also welcome those who are viewing our online video streaming at home. Let us 
comply with the guidelines we have provided everyone. We appreciate your kind 

http://www.atlmetropolis.org/
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understanding that our church is beginning phase one of the re-opening of our doors. Fr. 
George is deeply appreciative to you and all who are assisting during worship services.  
 
Please consider that only baptized and chrismated Orthodox Christians in canonical good 
standing may approach for Holy Communion. All are invited to partake of the Antidoron 
("instead of the gifts") distributed at the conclusion of today’s Divine Liturgy. 
 
 

SPECIAL HYMNS SUNG BEFORE/AFTER SMALL ENTRANCE 
 

1./3. Special Hymn for the Feast of the Blessed Birth of our Lord 
(sung before and after the Small Entrance) – (Hymnal-pp.198-201):  
“Your birth, O Christ our God, shines forth on all the world with the 
light of knowledge. For at Your Birth, those who had adored the stars 
were taught by a star to worship You, the Sun of Justice, and to know 
You, the Dawn from on high. O Lord, glory to You.” 

 
2. Resurrectional Hymn (Fourth Tone) – (Hymnal-pp.110-113): 
It is sung after the Small Entrance: The joyful news of Your 
resurrection was proclaimed by the angel to the women disciples. 
Having thrown off the curse that fell on Adam, they ran elatedly to tell 
the apostles: Death has been vanquished; Christ our God is risen from 
the dead, blessing all the world with His great mercy. 
 
4. Hymn for Saints Joseph, David, and Iakovos – (Hymnal-pp.202-203): 
It is sung after the Small Entrance: Go, holy Joseph, tell David what the 
angel said. With the shepherds and the wise men from afar, praise the 
Son of the Virgin, begging Him to save our souls.  
 
5. Hymn for St. Stephen, Archdeacon & 1st Martyr – (not in Hymnal): 
It is sung after the Small Entrance: O Stephen, a crown of royalty was 
laid on your head for contests you courageously endured for Christ our 
God, as first among Martyr saints. You stood in accusation of the raging 
Judeans; and you saw your Savior at the right hand of the Father. We 
pray that you will ever entreat Him to save our souls. 



6. Hymn Commemorating St. Christopher – (see music distributed): 
It is sung after the Small Entrance: Made comely with garments woven 
from your venerable blood, you stand before the Lord, the King of 
Heaven and earth, O famed Martyr Christopher. With the choirs of 
Angels and the Martyrs you chant, singing the thrice-holy hymn and 
most awesome praises. Thus, by your intercessions with God, save us, 
your servants. 
 
7. Kontakion of the Blessed Birth of our Lord – (Hymnal-pp.244-247): 
It is sung after the Small Entrance: Today the Virgin gives birth to the 
Transcendent One, and the earth presents a cave to the Unapproachable 
One. Angels with shepherds give Him glory; wise men follow a star as 
they journey to Him who is God from all ages, yet for our sake is born as 
a little child. 
 

SCRIPTURAL PASSAGES FROM TODAY'S ORTHROS & DIVINE LITURGY 
The Scriptures were not given us for this only, that we might have 
them in books, but that we might engrave them on our hearts.               
– St. John Chrysostom 
 
Gospel Reading During Orthros Service (John 20:1-10) 
Early on the first day of the week, while it was still dark, Mary Magdalene 
came to the tomb and saw that the stone had been removed from the tomb. 
So she ran and went to Simon Peter and the other disciple, the one whom 
Jesus loved, and said to them, “They have taken the Lord out of the tomb, 
and we do not know where they have laid Him.” Then Peter and the other 
disciple set out and went toward the tomb. The two were running together, 
but the other disciple outran Peter and reached the tomb first. He bent 
down to look in and saw the linen wrappings lying there, but he did not go 
in. Then Simon Peter came, following him, and went into the tomb. He saw 
the linen wrappings lying there, and the cloth that had been on Jesus’ head, 
not lying with the linen wrappings but rolled up in a place by itself. Then 



the other disciple, who reached the tomb first, also went in, and he saw and 
believed; for as yet they did not understand the scripture, that He must rise 
from the dead. Then the disciples returned to their homes.  
 
Epistle Reading During Divine Liturgy (Acts 6:8-15; 7:1-5, 47-60) 
8Stephen, full of grace and power, did great wonders and signs among the 
people. 9Then some of those who belonged to the synagogue of the 
Freedmen (as it was called), Cyrenians, Alexandrians, and others of those 
from Cilicia and Asia, stood up and argued with Stephen. 10But they could 
not withstand the wisdom and the Spirit with which he spoke. 11Then they 
secretly instigated some men to say, “We have heard him speak 
blasphemous words against Moses and God.” 12They stirred up the people 
as well as the elders and the scribes; then they suddenly confronted him, 
seized him, and brought him before the council. 13They set up false 
witnesses who said, “This man never stops saying things against this holy 
place and the law; 14for we have heard him say that this Jesus of Nazareth 
will destroy this place and will change the customs that Moses handed on 
to us.” 15And all who sat in the council looked intently at him, and they saw 
that his face was like the face of an angel. 7Then the high priest asked him, 
“Are these things so?” 2And Stephen replied: “Brothers and fathers, listen 
to me. The God of glory appeared to our ancestor Abraham when he was in 
Mesopotamia, before he lived in Haran, 3and said to him, ‘Leave your 
country and your relatives and go to the land that I will show you.’ 4Then 
he left the country of the Chaldeans and settled in Haran. After his father 
died, God had him move from there to this country in which you are now 
living. 5He did not give him any of it as a heritage, not even a foot’s length, 
but promised to give it to him as his possession and to his descendants after 
him, even though he had no child. 47But it was Solomon who built a house 
for him. 48Yet the Most High does not dwell in houses made with human 
hands; as the prophet says, 49‘Heaven is my throne, and the earth is my 
footstool. What kind of house will you build for me, says the Lord, or what 
is the place of my rest? 50Did not my hand make all these things?’ 51”You 
stiff-necked people, uncircumcised in heart and ears, you are forever 



opposing the Holy Spirit, just as your ancestors used to do. 52Which of the 
prophets did your ancestors not persecute? They killed those who foretold 
the coming of the Righteous One, and now you have become his betrayers 
and murderers. 53You are the ones that received the law as ordained by 
angels, and yet you have not kept it.” 54When they heard these things, they 
became enraged and ground their teeth at Stephen. 55But filled with the 
Holy Spirit, he gazed into heaven and saw the glory of God and Jesus 
standing at the right hand of God. 56“Look,” he said, “I see the heavens 
opened and the Son of Man standing at the right hand of God!” 57But they 
covered their ears, and with a loud shout all rushed together against him. 
58Then they dragged him out of the city and began to stone him; and the 
witnesses laid their coats at the feet of a young man named Saul. 59While 
they were stoning Stephen, he prayed, “Lord Jesus, receive my spirit.” 
60Then he knelt down and cried out in a loud voice, “Lord, do not hold this 
sin against them.” When he had said this, he died.  

Gospel Reading During Divine Liturgy (Matt. 2:13-23) 
Now after they had left, an angel of the Lord appeared to Joseph in a 
dream and said, "Get up, take the Child and His mother, and flee to Egypt, 
and remain there until I tell you; for Herod is about to search for the Child, 
to destroy Him." Then Joseph got up, took the Child and His mother by 
night, and went to Egypt, and remained there until the death of Herod. This 
was to fulfill what had been spoken by the Lord through the prophet, "Out 
of Egypt I have called My Son." When Herod saw that he had been tricked 
by the wise men, he was infuriated, and he sent and killed all the children 
in and around Bethlehem who were two years old or under, according to 
the time that he had learned from the wise men. Then was fulfilled what 
had been spoken through the prophet Jeremiah: "A voice was heard in 
Ramah, wailing and loud lamentation, Rachel weeping for her children; 
she refused to be consoled, because they are no more." When Herod died, 
an angel of the Lord suddenly appeared in a dream to Joseph in Egypt and 
said, "Get up, take the Child and His mother, and go to the land of Israel, 
for those who were seeking the Child's life are dead." Then Joseph got up, 



took the Child and His mother, and went to the land of Israel. But when he 
heard that Archelaus was ruling over Judea in place of his father Herod, he 
was afraid to go there. And after being warned in a dream, he went away to 
the district of Galilee. There he made his home in a town called Nazareth, 
so that what had been spoken through the prophets might be fulfilled, "He 
will be called a Nazorean."    

 
THIS WEEK’S MEMORY VERSE  (TRY TO COMMIT TO MEMORY): 

"For a Child has been born for us, a Son given to us; authority 
rests upon His shoulders; and He is named Wonderful 
Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.” 
                                                                           (Isaiah 9:6) 

 

 

PASTORAL REFLECTION FROM FR. GEORGE: 
 
 

[At the beginning of a New Year, we frequently commit to 
resolutions. The following guidelines challenge us to consider how 
we interact in our day-to-day life’s encounters. May our Lord help 
us to honor and respect Him, our neighbors, and ourselves 
always.] 
 
 

THE TEN COMMANDMENTS  

of 

HOW TO GET ALONG WITH PEOPLE 



1. Keep skid chains on your tongue. Always say less than you think. 
Cultivate a low, persuasive voice. How you say it often counts 
more than what you say.  

2. Make promises sparingly and keep them faithfully, no matter 
what the cost.  

3. Never let an opportunity pass to say a kind and encouraging 
word to or about somebody. Praise good work, regardless of who 
did it. If criticism is needed, offer it gently, never harshly.  

4. Be interested in others---their pursuits, their work, their homes 
and families. Make merry with those who rejoice, and weep with 

those who mourn. Let everyone you meet, however humble, feel 
that you regard him or her as a person of importance.  

5. Do not burden or depress those around you by dwelling on your 
minor aches and pains and small disappointments. Remember, 
everyone is carrying some burden, often heavier than your own.  

6. Keep an open mind. Discuss, but do not argue. It is the mark of a 
superior mind to be able to disagree without being disagreeable.  

7. Let your virtues, if you have any, speak for themselves. Refuse to 
talk of other’s vices. Discourage gossip. It is a waste of valuable 
time and can be extremely destructive.  

8. Be careful of another’s feelings. Wit and humor at another 
person’s expense may do more damage than you will ever know.  

9. Pay no attention to disparaging remarks. Remember, the person 
who carried the message may not be the most accurate reporter 
in the world, and things become twisted in the retelling. Live so 
that nobody will believe them.  



10. Do not be too eager to get the credit due you. Do your best and 
be patient. Forget about yourself and let others “remember”. 
Success is much sweeter that way.  

(Credited to Ann Landers) 

"Follow" & "Like" our Facebook page. Be sure to check our status for    
updates and photos. 

 
On this the 837th Sunday of our St. Christopher’s parish community, we continue to thank each of you for 
your presence and support. Although it may seem like we are just a handful of men, women and children, if 
we commit ourselves to serving our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ, we will experience the miracle of growth as 
the Holy Spirit brings others into His service to help us build His new church in the Peachtree City, Georgia 
area for the glory of God! 

 

SCHEDULE OF SERVICES 

 
 

 (In celebration of the Feast of the Nativity, the period from 12/25-1/4 is fast free.) 
 

Sunday, December 27 (Sunday after the Nativity of our Lord/St. Stephen the 1st Martyr): 
   7:45 am Orthros Service  
   9:00 am Divine Liturgy 
 11:00 am Let’s EAT! - Join us at Broadway Diner, 535 S. Glynn St., Suite 1009, Fayetteville,  
   GA 30214. It’s easy – no reservations, Dutch Treat, and open to all…! 
 

Your continued support and mutual encouragement are essential and appreciated! 
 

Vasilopita 2021 
. . .  with a New Twist! 

 
Our St. Christopher Philoptochos Chapter is 
seeking to raise funds through our Annual 
Vasilopita Event to support St. Basil's 
Academy. During the pandemic, we have 
devised a unique way to raise funds AND 
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share our goodies with those in our local community who are either public 
servants or who work in a local charity (e.g., Police, Fire Department, EMT, 
local charity, or one of our Philoptochos Hands of Love charities, etc.)  
 
This year, since no live auction is possible, parishioners who normally would 
bid are asked to purchase their favorite bread using our Philoptochos online 
donation website. Rather than the buyer keeping the Vasilopita, once it is 
purchased, the family preparing the Vasilopita will deliver it to a local charity 
of their choice in honor of the family buying it. Each baker is encouraged to 
take a photo with the recipients to share online at our parish website of the 
smiling faces of those who will learn about our Vasilopita tradition and taste 
its goodness. As a result, St. Basil's bread will bring unexpected cheer to the 
recipients and offer support for St. Basil's Academy. 
 
Presbytera Marinda Tsahakis is soliciting our parishioners’ help in preparing 
one or more Vasilopitas to be donated to a local charity of your choice after 
they have been purchased (between January 1st and January 7th). If you 
wish to help bake this year, in the space below, Click here to volunteer to 
bake one or more Vasilopitas. It’s easy… after clicking you will fill in your 
name, email, telephone, the number of Vasilopitas (Cake, Bread, Cupcakes) 
you wish to make, your suggested donation price for each, and the name(s) 
of the local charity you wish to support. You decide if your Vasilopita will be a 
cake, bread, cupcakes, or more! 
 
In order for Philoptochos to list your Vasilopitas in a timely manner, we ask 
that you complete this survey as soon as possible. Thank you and God bless 
our efforts! 

 
After Divine Liturgy on Sunday, January 3rd, Fr. George will cut our 
community Vasilopita and distribute pieces to those who will be present. 
Parishioners will be invited to make an offering as they receive their piece, 
and it will be given to St. Basil's Academy.  
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The following reflection on the martyrdom of St. Stephen the First Martyr is reprinted 
from www.johnsanidopoulos.com. Chronia Polla to all who celebrate!           +Fr. George 
Tsahakis  

 

The blessed Protomartyr and Archdeacon Stephen, when there was a 
discussion taking place between Jews and Sadducees and Pharisees and 
Greeks regarding our Lord Jesus Christ, and some said He was a prophet, 
while others said He was a deceiver, and yet others said He was the Son of 
God; as this discussion was taking place, the renowned Stephen stood up 
at a high place, and he proclaimed our Lord Jesus Christ to everyone, 
saying: “Men and brethren, why has your wickedness increased, and all of 
Jerusalem is troubled? Blessed is the man who has not received into his 
heart hesitation towards Jesus Christ. For He is the One who bent the 
heavens, and came down for our sins, and was born of the Holy Virgin who 
was pure and chosen from before the foundation of the world. He 
received our infirmities and took on our sicknesses. He made the blind 
see, cleansed lepers, and removed demons from the demon possessed.” 
 
When the Jews heard this, they brought him to the tribunal before the 
high priests. Being unable to withstand his wisdom and his power of the 
Holy Spirit by which the divine Stephen spoke, they presented false 

witnesses against the Apostle, who testified saying: “We heard him speak blasphemy against 
Jerusalem, and against the divine law.” He went on to say everything else that is recorded in the 
sacred Acts of the Apostles in the seventh chapter. Then all those who sat in judgement turned 
their eyes towards Stephen, and they beheld his face to be so radiant, that his face resembled that 
of an Angel. Unable to endure the shame, they had him stoned, and he prayed for them saying: 
“Lord do not weigh this sin against them.” Saying this, he reposed.  
 
Since the Protomartyr by his customary fall 
toppled his opponent the devil, and his corpse 
was seen to be magnificent and extraordinary, 
having reposed in the sweet sleep of martyrdom, 
his sacred body was taken by pious men, and put 
in a coffin made of persea wood. Having sealed it, 
they placed it beside the Temple. Then the 
teacher of the law Gamaliel and his son Abelbus 
believed in Christ and were baptized by the 
Apostles. The Synaxis of Saint Stephen is 
celebrated in his martyric Temple, which is 
situated near the place called Konstantiana. It should be noted that Saint Stephen was stoned 
three years after the Ascension of Christ, according to the most precise chronologies. 
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