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Liturgical Guide for Saturday, May 9, 2020 
 

ON THIS DAY, THE LEAVE-TAKING OF THE FEAST OF THE HOLY MYRRH 
BEARERS, WE ALSO COMMEMORATE the Holy Prophet Isaiah; St. Christopher 
the Martyr of Lycea, whose name our parish bears; Monk-martyr Nicholas who 
lived in Vuneni, of Larissa in Thessaly; Epimachos the New Martyr of 
Alexandria; and the New Martyrs of Novo Selo, Bulgaria. Through their holy 
intercessions, O God, have mercy on us and save us. Amen. 

 
Thank You for Your Understanding 

As we continue to stay home for church services until the CDC and federal, 
state, and local authorities advise us it is safe to worship publicly again, we 
appreciate your kind understanding that our church doors are closed except for 
a few parishioners assisting Fr. George during worship services. Thank you 
for joining us today via live streaming video.  

http://www.atlanta.goarch.org/
http://www.saintchristopherhoc.org/


SPECIAL HYMNS SUNG BEFORE/AFTER SMALL ENTRANCE 
 
1./2./11. Hymn for the Feast of Pascha (our Lord's passover from death to life): 
Sung three times after the opening of the Divine Liturgy, before the Small Entrance, and 
after the distribution of Holy Communion:  Christ is risen from the dead, by death 
trampling down upon death, and to those in the tombs He has granted life. 
 
3. Small Entrance Exclamation of the Priest: 
On the occasion of the Paschal period, the Priest intones the following at the Small 
Entrance: “In your choirs, bless the Lord, you of Israel’s wellspring. Save us, O Son of 
God, who did rise from the dead, we sing to You: Alleluia!” 
 
4. Resurrectional Hymn  - (Hymnal-pp.102-105): 
Sung after the Small Entrance: When You descended into death, Life immortal, You 
vanquished the power of hell by Your resplendent divinity, and when You raised the dead 
from the depths of darkness, all the heavenly powers cried out triumphantly: O giver of life, 
Christ our God, glory to You. 
 
5. Hymn for Myrrh Bearers – (Hymnal-pp.158-161): 
Sung after the Small Entrance: The noble Joseph took Your most pure Body down from the 
tree. He wrapped it in clean linen, anointed it with spices, and placed it in a new tomb. But 
on the third day, You rose, O Lord, bestowing on all the world Your great mercy.  
 
6. Another Hymn for Myrrh Bearers– (Hymnal-pp.162-165): 
Sung after the Small Entrance: The Angel stood by the tomb and cried out to the myrrh-
bearing women: Myrrh would be fitting to anoint the dead, but Christ has shown Himself to 
be free from corruption. Therefore, proclaim that the Lord is risen, bestowing on all the 
world His great mercy. 
 
7. Hymn Commemorating St. Christopher – (see music distributed): 
It is sung after the Small Entrance: Made comely with garments woven from your 
venerable blood, you stand before the Lord, the King of Heaven and earth, O famed 
Martyr Christopher. With the choirs of Angels and the Martyrs you chant, singing the 
thrice-holy hymn and most awesome praises. Thus, by your intercessions with God, 
save us, your servants. 
 
8. Kontakion – (Hymnal-pp.274-277): 
It is sung after the Small Entrance: Into the grave You descended, Immortal One, yet You 
destroyed the power of Hades, and as victor You arose, O Christ our God; You proclaimed 



to the Myrrh Bearing Women a greeting of joy, You brought peace to Your Holy Apostles, 
and to the fallen You granted resurrection. 
 
9. Megalynarion – (Hymnal-pp.304-307): 
Today , the following hymn is sung instead of "Axion Estin" or "Truly it is proper to call 
you blessed...": The Angel cried out to the woman full of grace: Rejoice, O Pure Virgin; 
again I say, rejoice, for your Son is risen from the tomb on the third day. Rejoice and exult, 
sacred gate of the Light, for Jesus Who went down into the grave has dawned again, O 
God-favored Lady, shining more brightly than the sun, and filling all the faithful with light. 
 
10. Communion Hymn – (Hymnal-pp.318-319): 
On the occasion of today’s feast, the following hymn is sung instead of “Aineite” or 
“Praise the Lord”: Receive the Body of Christ; drink from the font of immortality. Alleluia.  
 
SCRIPTURAL PASSAGES FROM TODAY'S ORTHROS & DIVINE LITURGY 
 
The Scriptures were not given us for this only, that we might have them in books, but 
that we might engrave them on our hearts. – St. John Chrysostom 
 
Epistle Reading (Acts 9:19-31) 
19and after taking some food, he regained his strength. For several days he was with the 
disciples in Damascus, 20and immediately he began to proclaim Jesus in the synagogues, 
saying, “He is the Son of God.” 21All who heard him were amazed and said, “Is not this the 
man who made havoc in Jerusalem among those who invoked this name? And has he not come 
here for the purpose of bringing them bound before the chief priests?” 22Saul became 
increasingly more powerful and confounded the Jews who lived in Damascus by proving that 
Jesus was the Messiah. 23After some time had passed, the Jews plotted to kill him, 24but their 
plot became known to Saul. They were watching the gates day and night so that they might kill 
him; 25but his disciples took him by night and let him down through an opening in the wall, 
lowering him in a basket. 26When he had come to Jerusalem, he attempted to join the disciples; 
and they were all afraid of him, for they did not believe that he was a disciple. 27But Barnabas 
took him, brought him to the apostles, and described for them how on the road he had seen the 
Lord, Who had spoken to him, and how in Damascus he had spoken boldly in the name of 
Jesus. 28So he went in and out among them in Jerusalem, speaking boldly in the name of the 
Lord. 29He spoke and argued with the Hellenists; but they were attempting to kill him. 30When 
the believers learned of it, they brought him down to Caesarea and sent him off to Tarsus. 



31Meanwhile the church throughout Judea, Galilee, and Samaria had peace and was built up. 
Living in the fear of the Lord and in the comfort of the Holy Spirit, it increased in numbers. 
 
Gospel Reading (John 15:17-27, 16:1-2) 
17I am giving you these commands so that you may love one another. 18”If the world hates you, 
be aware that it hated Me before it hated you. 19If you belonged to the world, the world would 
love you as its own. Because you do not belong to the world, but I have chosen you out of the 
world—therefore the world hates you. 20Remember the word that I said to you, ‘Servants are 
not greater than their master.’ If they persecuted Me, they will persecute you; if they kept My 
word, they will keep yours also. 21But they will do all these things to you on account of My 
name, because they do not know Him who sent Me. 22If I had not come and spoken to them, 
they would not have sin; but now they have no excuse for their sin. 23Whoever hates Me hates 
My Father also. 24If I had not done among them the works that no one else did, they would not 
have sin. But now they have seen and hated both Me and My Father. 25It was to fulfill the word 
that is written in their law, ‘They hated Me without a cause.’ 26”When the Advocate comes, 
Whom I will send to you from the Father, the Spirit of truth who comes from the Father, He 
will testify on My behalf. 27You also are to testify because you have been with Me from the 
beginning. 16”I have said these things to you to keep you from stumbling. 2They will put you 
out of the synagogues. Indeed, an hour is coming when those who kill you will think that by 
doing so they are offering worship to God.  

 
 

 

 "Follow" & Like" our Facebook page. Check for updates and photos.  
 

On this the seventeenth commemoration of the Feast Day of our St. Christopher parish community, 
we continue to thank each of you for your presence and support. Although it may seem like we are 
just a handful of men, women and children, if we commit ourselves to serving our Lord and Savior, 
Jesus Christ, we will experience the miracle of growth as the Holy Spirit brings others into His 
service to help us build His new church in the Peachtree City, Georgia area for the glory of God! 
 

COMMUNITY SCHEDULE  (CHECK WEB CALENDAR FOR MORE…) 
 

 

       Saturday, May 9 (Feast of St. Christopher the Martyr – Parish Name Day) 
  7:45 a.m.     Orthros Service 
  9:00 a.m.     Divine Liturgy and Thanksgiving Prayer  
 

Your continued support and mutual encouragement are essential and appreciated! 

https://www.facebook.com/pages/St-Christopher-Hellenic-Orthodox-Church/373678099332029?rf=168609899820640
https://www.facebook.com/pages/St-Christopher-Hellenic-Orthodox-Church/373678099332029?rf=168609899820640�
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