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Liturgical Guide for Sunday, August 2, 2020 
ON THIS DAY, THE EIGHTH SUNDAY OF ST. MATTHEW, THE CHURCH 
COMMEMORATES the Translation of the Relics of Stephen the Protomartyr 
(+415); Holy Glorious New Martyr Theodore of Dardanelles (+1690); 
Phocas the Martyr; and Plegmund, Archbishop of Canterbury. Through 
their holy intercessions, O God, have mercy on us and save us. Amen. 

 

Thank You for Your Understanding 
We welcome our parishioners who pre-registered and are attending services 
in person today and we also welcome those who are viewing our online 
video streaming at home. Let us comply with the guidelines we have 
provided everyone. We appreciate your kind understanding that our church 
is beginning phase one of the re-opening of our doors. Fr. George is deeply 
appreciative to you and all who are assisting during worship services.  

http://www.atlanta.goarch.org/
http://www.saintchristopherhoc.org/


Special Hymns Sung Before/After Small Entrance 
 

1./2. Resurrectional Hymn (Grave Tone) – (Hymnal-pp.122-125): 
It is sung before and after the Small Entrance: By Your Cross, O Lord, You destroyed 
death; to the thief You opened paradise. The myrrhbearers’ sorrow You 
transformed into joy, and You sent Your apostles forth to proclaim that You 
had risen from the dead, Christ our God, bestowing on all the world Your 
great mercy. 
 
3. Hymn Commemorating St. Stephen – (see handout): 
It is sung after the Small Entrance. O Stephen, a crown of royalty was laid on your 
head for contests you courageously endured for Christ our God, as first among 
Martyr saints. You stood in accusation of the raging Judeans; and you saw 
your Savior at the right hand of the Father. We pray that you will ever entreat 
Him to save our souls. 
 
4. Hymn Commemorating St. Christopher – (see handout): 
It is sung after the Small Entrance. Made comely with garments woven from your 
venerable blood, you stand before the Lord, the King of Heaven and earth, O 
famed Martyr Christopher. With the choirs of Angels and the Martyrs you 
chant, singing the thrice-holy hymn and most awesome praises. Thus, by your 
intercessions with God, save us, your servants. 
 
5. Kontakion for Feast of Transfiguration – (Hymnal-pp.284-287): 
It is sung after the Small Entrance. You were transfigured on the mountain, O Christ 
our God, showing Your disciples as much of Your glory as they could bear, so 
that when they see You crucified they will know that You suffer freely, and 
they will tell all the world that You are truly the radiance of the Father. 
 
SCRIPTURAL PASSAGES FROM TODAY'S ORTHROS & DIVINE LITURGY 
 
The Scriptures were not given us for this only, that we might have them in books, but 
that we might engrave them on our hearts.               – St. John Chrysostom 



Gospel Reading During Orthros Service (John 20:11-18) 
“But Mary stood weeping outside the tomb. As she wept, she bent over to 
look into the tomb; and she saw two angels in white, sitting where the 
body of Jesus had been lying, one at the head and the other at the feet. 
They said to her, ‘Woman, why are you weeping?’ She said to them, 
‘They have taken away my Lord, and I do not know where they have laid 
Him.’ When she had said this, she turned around and saw Jesus standing 
there, but she did not know that it was Jesus. Jesus said to her, ‘Woman, 
why are you weeping? Who are you looking for?’ Supposing Him to be 
the gardener, she said to Him, ‘Sir, if you have carried Him away, tell 
me where you have laid Him, and I will take Him away.’ Jesus said to 
her, ‘Mary!’ She turned and said to Him in Hebrew, ‘Rabbouni!’ (which 
means Teacher). Jesus said to her, ‘Do not hold on to Me, because I 
have not yet ascended to the Father. But go to My brothers and say to 
them, I am ascending to My Father and Your Father, to My God and 
Your God.' Mary Magdalene went and announced to the disciples, ‘I 
have seen the Lord’; and she told them that He had said these things to 
her.” 
 
Epistle Reading During Divine Liturgy (1 Cor. 1:10-17) 
10Now I appeal to you, brothers and sisters, by the name of our Lord 
Jesus Christ, that all of you be in agreement and that there be no 
divisions among you, but that you be united in the same mind and the 
same purpose. 11For it has been reported to me by Chloe’s people that 
there are quarrels among you, my brothers and sisters. 12What I mean is 
that each of you says, “I belong to Paul,” or “I belong to Apollos,” or “I 
belong to Cephas,” or “I belong to Christ.” 13Has Christ been divided? 
Was Paul crucified for you? Or were you baptized in the name of 
Paul?14I thank God that I baptized none of you except Crispus and 
Gaius, 15so that no one can say that you were baptized in my name. 16(I 
did baptize also the household of Stephanas; beyond that, I do not know 
whether I baptized anyone else.)17For Christ did not send me to baptize 



but to proclaim the gospel, and not with eloquent wisdom, so that the 
cross of Christ might not be emptied of its power. 
 
Gospel Reading During Divine Liturgy (Matthew 14:14-22) 
14When He went ashore, He saw a great crowd; and He had compassion 
for them and cured their sick. 15When it was evening, the disciples came 
to Him and said, “This is a deserted place, and the hour is now late; 
send the crowds away so that they may go into the villages and buy food 
for themselves.” 16Jesus said to them, “They need not go away; you give 
them something to eat.” 17They replied, “We have nothing here but five 
loaves and two fish.” 18And He said, “Bring them here to Me.” 19Then 
He ordered the crowds to sit down on the grass. Taking the five loaves 
and the two fish, He looked up to heaven, and blessed and broke the 
loaves, and gave them to the disciples, and the disciples gave them to the 
crowds. 20And all ate and were filled; and they took up what was left 
over of the broken pieces, twelve baskets full. 21And those who ate were 
about five thousand men, besides women and children.22Immediately He 
made the disciples get into the boat and go on ahead to the other side, 
while he dismissed the crowds.  

 

THIS WEEK’S MEMORY VERSE 
(TRY TO COMMIT TO MEMORY): 

“Help us, O God of our salvation, for the glory of 

Your Name; deliver us, and forgive our sins, for 

Your Name’s sake.”     (Psalm 79:9)     

 

PASTORAL REFLECTION FROM FR. GEORGE: 
 

A strong person works out every day to keep his body in shape, but a 
follower of our Lord with strength kneels in prayer to keep his soul in 
shape. 



A strong person isn’t afraid of anything, but a follower of our Lord 
with strength shows her courage in the midst of fear. 

A strong person won’t let anyone get the best of him, but a follower of 
our Lord with strength gives the best of himself to everyone. 

A strong person walks sure-footedly, but a follower of our Lord with 
strength knows God will catch her when she falls. 

A strong person wears the look of confidence on his face, but a 
follower of our Lord with strength wears grace. 

A strong person has faith that she is strong enough for the journey, but 
a follower of our Lord with strength has faith that in the journey she 
will become strong. 

Are we merely strong . . . or do we rely on our faith to provide the 
strength to overcome life’s difficulties and gain victory with our 
Lord? 

 

Blessing of the New School Year Today 
 

 
 

Fr. George will offer the traditional blessing of the new school year for our 
religious education, public, and private schools as they begin their 2020-

2021 classes. May our students and teachers be blessed. 



Today is “Parish Thanksgiving Sunday”  
 

… the custom of offering the Five Loaves 

monthly reminds us of the generosity and 

multiplication of the gifts of fish and bread that 

our Lord multiplied and shared with all present. 

Through this Orthodox Service, we return 

thanksgiving to God for multiplying our own 

gifts and hence, the icon of this miracle has been selected as our logo for 

“Parish Thanksgiving Sunday”… the first Sunday of every month! 
 

Thanks to Susan & Pete Kleto for 

offering the five Artos (loaves of 

bread) in thanksgiving for the health 

and welfare of their family and our 

parishioners, as well as God’s 

blessings in their lives this month. 
 

Likewise, today we thank God and celebrate Name Days, Birthdays, 

Wedding Anniversaries, and other special occasions that occurred recently 

or will occur during the month of August. Congratulations to everyone 

celebrating their special events today and thanks to all who offered our 

parish their gifts for God to use and multiply. 

 



“St. Stephen the Protomartyr, ‘the Censer of Grace’” (cont. from Back Cover) 
 
The second feature of Saint Stephen is his 
offering of the word of God. Man is not only 
material, but also spiritual. Both require 
nourishment.  
 
The spirit feeds on immortal food, which is 
the Body and Blood of Christ, and is 
enlivened by the offering of the word of God. 
 
This is why Saint Stephen, who along with 
physical food, offered spiritual food as well. 
 
His words were strong, edifying, 
Christocentric, interventionist, catalytic as 
well as rebuking, like a heavenly dew giving 
rest to the hearts of the early Christians, and 
were as dynamite that demolishes the walls 
of sin and the strongholds of the enemy. 
 
“They could not withstand the wisdom and 

the Spirit with which he was speaking,”4 notes Luke the Evangelist. 
 
And the third feature of Saint Stephen, who was as incense reaching the 
Throne of the Slain Lamb, was the offering of his life.  
 
His persecutors covered him with stones, thinking in this way they would be 
able to cover the truth. And these stones, together with his prayer “Lord, do 
not hold this sin against them,”5 built the motionless tower of the Church of 
Christ. 
 



This offering of the martyrdom of blood, which burned on the censer of 
holiness, is summed up in one word: “reposed!”6 
 
The Christian, the Martyr, the struggler, the disciple of Christ, does not die. 
The body sleeps, while the soul is transferred “to the heavenly chambers” and 
lives in the glory of the majesty of God. 
 
The example of Saint Stephen is needed today in our impersonal times. 
 
We have need of people that will serve, that will help, that will support, that 
will offer, according to the apostolic words, bread and blankets to the people 
who suffer today. Our goods are not our own. They do not belong to us. They 
belong to God and to those in need. The offering of love is what will 
accompany us in the life beyond the grave, in eternity. 
 
We have need today of people that will offer help in spiritual almsgiving, which 
is the offering of the word of God and everything that will give rest to the 
weary and burdened. 
 
We have need of testimonies and confessions of the name of Christ, which are 
the result of our deep faith and the communion we have with Him. 
 
Saint Stephen reminds us today and invites us to become his imitators. 
 
Notes: 
 

1. Homily 17, “Encomium to the Holy 
Protomartyr Stephen”. 
 
2. Mk. 10:45. 
 
 
3. Mk. 9:35. 
 
 
4. Acts 6:10. 

 
 
5. Acts 7:60 
 
 
6. Ibid. 
 
 
Source: Translated by John Sanidopoulos. 

http://www.imkastorias.gr/index.php/o-mitropolitis/2013-09-10-09-20-52/poimantika-keimena/item/1749-to-thymiatirion-tis-xaritos


Submit Names Online for Fr. George to Pray for During August 
Paraklesis Services Leading Up to the Dormition of the Theotokos Feast 

 

 
 

Click to easily and quickly submit the names of your LIVING family & 
friends. Fr. George regrets he cannot accept lists of names submitted in 

person before or after church services. 
 

 
"Follow" & "Like" our Facebook page. Be sure to check our status for updates and 
photos. 

 

On this the 817th Sunday of our St. Christopher’s parish community, we 
continue to thank each of you for your presence and support. Although it may 
seem like we are just a handful of men, women and children, if we commit 
ourselves to serving our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ, we will experience the 
miracle of growth as the Holy Spirit brings others into His service to help us 
build His new church in the Peachtree City, Georgia area for the glory of God! 
 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScnGko7J8I2Q3NCajJhxN_OfqrcMgml8ZfqPLdd6-qXCaZt_Q/viewform
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScnGko7J8I2Q3NCajJhxN_OfqrcMgml8ZfqPLdd6-qXCaZt_Q/viewform
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScnGko7J8I2Q3NCajJhxN_OfqrcMgml8ZfqPLdd6-qXCaZt_Q/viewform
https://www.facebook.com/pages/St-Christopher-Hellenic-Orthodox-Church/373678099332029?rf=168609899820640
https://www.facebook.com/pages/St-Christopher-Hellenic-Orthodox-Church/373678099332029?rf=168609899820640�


 
 

Food, Fellowship, and Sharing at 
Let’s EAT! Last Sunday 

 
Before our August 1-14 period of 
fasting, parishioners enjoyed this 

monthly opportunity to support our 
beloved Broadway Diner and 

encourage each other. 
 

 

COMMUNITY SCHEDULE  (CHECK WEB CALENDAR FOR MORE…) 
 

Sunday, August 2 (8th Sunday of St. Matthew):  
 7:45 am Orthros Service  
 9:00 am Divine Liturgy/Blessing of New School Year/Blessing of Five  

Loaves & August Commemorations 
4:00 pm Sunday Virtual Coffee Hour & Adult Religious  
                    Education Discussion (from 4:00 – 5:00 pm) 
 

Sunday, August 2, 2020, 4:00 - 5:00 p.m. 
 

We will discuss the following two articles:  
 

“The Hagia Sophia Churches  
(Fr. George Florovsky”)  

   

“Hagia Sophia’s Muslim Prayers Evoke  
Ottoman Treatment of Armenians”  

  
Click here to join Zoom Conference Call 

 
 

Your continued support and mutual encouragement are essential and appreciated! 

https://www.saintchristopherhoc.org/documents/2020/7/johnsanidopoulos.com-The%20Hagia%20Sophia%20Churches%20Fr%20George%20Florovsky.pdf
https://www.saintchristopherhoc.org/documents/2020/7/johnsanidopoulos.com-The%20Hagia%20Sophia%20Churches%20Fr%20George%20Florovsky.pdf
https://www.christianitytoday.com/news/channel/utilities/print.html?type=article&id=183198
https://www.christianitytoday.com/news/channel/utilities/print.html?type=article&id=183198
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83553907847


On this day, we remember the finding of the sacred relics of St. Stephen the First Martyr 
and their transfer to Jerusalem. The following reflection, “St. Stephen the Protomartyr, ‘the 
Censer of Grace’” was written by His Eminence Metropolitan Seraphim of Kastoria and is 
reprinted from www.johnsanidopoulos.com.     +Fr. George Tsahakis 
 
 
 

Saint Proclus, Patriarch of Constantinople, the disciple of Saint John Chrysostom, when speaking of 
the angel-looking Deacon of the New Testament, the Holy Protomartyr and Protodeacon Stephen, 
the translation of whose sacred relics our Holy Church celebrates today, calls him “the censer of 
the grace of God.”  
 

“Stephen was the censer of grace, the extra incense of holiness.”1 
 

Saint Stephen was a censer, because he was an offshoot of faith, a most fragrant rose of love, an 
unfading flower of hope, a most blossoming scion of the grace of God.  
 

Saint Stephen was a censer, because he had, according to Saint Proclus, the fullness of good 
works and words.  
 

He was a sturdy tower of confession, the bulwark of patience, the armed crusader of temperance, 
the undefeated soldier of piety, and the animated general. 
 

Saint Proclus says these things, because he had in view the words of the Evangelist Luke, who 
wrote of him in the Book of Acts as being “full of grace and power,” who “showed signs and great 
wonders among the people.” 
 

A first characteristic feature of this rare figure, whose prayer was the cause of the shift of the 
persecutor Saul to later become the Apostle to the Nations Paul, is that he was a deacon who 
offered his service.  
 

He was a deacon of the people of God, sacrificing his ego in his ministry to others, imitating the 
great Deacon Christ, “Who came not to be served, but to serve.”2 
 

Thus, in the early Church he served the tables of the widows and orphans and to the poor he gave 
the wealth of his love and humility. 
 

In the faces of others, he saw the face of Christ, offering himself above all and beyond all on the 
altar of humility and table of love. 
 

And for someone to become first, according to the words of Christ “"whosoever wishes to be first 
must be the last of all and serve all”3), they must be a deacon to all and serve all, for as Saint 
Paisios says, the more a person lowers themselves, the more they rise in the eyes of God. 
 

 – continued inside 
 

http://www.johnsanidopoulos.com/
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