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Archbishop Elpidophoros Meets with President Trump and Vice 

President Pence on Hagia Sophia 
  
Date: July 23, 2020 
  
New York, NY – Today, His Eminence Archbishop Elpidophoros met 
with President Trump and Vice President Mike Pence at the White 
House on the concerns of the Ecumenical Patriarchate and the Greek 
Orthodox Archdiocese over the seizure and re-conversion of the Hagia 
Sophia into a mosque.  
 
Following the meeting with the President and Vice President, the 
Archbishop stated: 
“I am grateful to have met with President Trump and Vice President 
Pence in the White House and communicated our grave dismay at the 
re-conversion of Hagia Sophia into a mosque, as well as ongoing 
security concerns for the Ecumenical Patriarchate and issues of 
religious liberty. In view of tomorrow’s day of mourning, we persevere 
in prayer but also bring our struggle to the highest levels of government 
for action and consideration.” 
 
  



 

On Friday, July 24th, Orthodox and Catholic Christians throughout 
the United States have been called to join in prayer – some 2 million 
Orthodox and 70 million Catholics. In this time of grief and mourning 
in response to the Turkish government's decision to return Hagia 
Sophia to the status of a mosque on Friday, Archbishop 
Elpidophoros has asked our parishes to pray the Akathist Hymn and 
appeal to the Most Holy Theotokos and Ever-Virgin Mary. Many 
times before, she has protected our Holy City (Constantinople). She 
is the “only Hope of the hopeless”, and as we chant to Her in the 
Akathist, “the Repository of the Wisdom of God, the Treasury of His 
Foreknowledge”. Please read Metropolitan Alexios’ Encyclical for 
tomorrow and join us at 6:00 p.m. at church. If unable, please view 
by live-streaming. If you are traveling, please read the Akathist 
Hymn found inside His letter. 
  

Click to Read 
Encyclical from Metropolitan Alexios for Hagia Sophia & the 

Joint 
Orthodox-Catholic Statement 

 
 

Click to Read 



 

Encyclical from the Holy Eparchial Synod of the Greek 
Orthodox 

Archdiocese of America Regarding Hagia Sophia 
 
 

Click to Read 
Encyclical from Metropolitan Alexios: 

Pastoral Encouragement in the Time of Covid -19 
 
  

 

 

 

Sunday, August 2 is Thanksgiving Sunday! 
 

Submit your August commemorations for Birthdays, Name Days, and 
Wedding Anniversaries using this link for Thanksgiving Sunday on 

August 2nd. Whether you are attending in person or viewing 
livestreaming, parishioners must submit special event(s) online.  

You can make your donation(s) using this link. 
  

 



 

 

Sunday, July 26, 2020, 4:00 - 5:00 p.m. 
  

Click here to review video we will discuss: 
“Hagia Sophia: Jewel of the Byzantines” 

Click here to join Zoom Conference Call 
 

 
ST. CHRISTOPHER HELLENIC ORTHODOX CHURCH 

PARISH FAMILY MEETING 
July 21, 2020 

  
  
ATTENDANCE:  Open to all St. Christopher parishioners. We were grateful for 
the nearly 30 parishioners who participated.  
  
CALL TO ORDER/OPENING PRAYER/REFLECTION: Stephen Sarantis called 
the meeting to order at 7:02 PM. Fr. George offered the opening prayer and 
thanked the GreekFest committee and the GreekFest Steering Committee for 
their hard work and dedication toward having a successful 2020 GreekFest. He 
reviewed why the meeting was necessary. 
  
PURPOSE OF THE  MEETING:  Given the unprecedented circumstances 
surrounding the Covid Pandemic and other uncertainties presenting obstacles 



to staying on the critical timeline for holding a successful GreekFest, Fr. George 
asked the parish family to submit their suggestions in writing prior to tonight’s 
meeting so we could consider all options. Maria Cahill presented the four 
options she had received from our parish family at large and those families in 
attendance at the meeting discussed the pros and cons for various options. 
After the presentations and questions and answers, those participating voted on 
which path to take. Following is a summary of the four options which were 
considered and used for voting. 
  
Option 1 - Have a Drive-Thru:  The recommendation was to move forward with 
a drive through with a commitment of at least 65% of the parish engaged in the 
effort. 
  
Option 2 - Cancel GreekFest 2020:  The recommendation was to cancel 
GreekFest for this year and move to 2021. 
  
Option 3 -  Amend the Existing Greek Fest Format and Venue:  The 
recommendation was to move GreekFest to 2021 with the purpose of taking our 
experience and efficiencies gained over the years and to a different venue and 
format.  The overall goal is to expand community outreach and increase 
potential revenue using proven methods other parishes have used to hold a 
successful event.  
  
Option 4 - Keep the Momentum Going: The Golf committee has already 
moved forward with the golf tournament for this year.  In order to keep the 
momentum that we have built over the years going within the Fayette/Coweta 
community at large, if GreekFest is canceled in 2020, the Parish should place 
all efforts behind St. Christopher Outreach Ministry’s 2nd annual Golf 
Tournament which was renamed in 2020 The South Atlanta Golf Classic for 
regional outreach and branding.   
  
THE VOTE:  After each option was presented and discussed, all participants 
were given the opportunity to vote.  The decision was made to move forward 
with Option 3.  Vote results were as follows:  Option 1 - 2 votes; Option 2 - 6 



 

votes; Option 3 - 11 votes; Option 4 - 10 votes. 
  
FOLLOW-UP:  Stephen Sarantis asked for volunteers for chairmen and 
committee members for next year’s event (option 3). Manny Haldopoulos, 
Stephen Butler, and Anna Neydenova volunteered to be Co-chairs and Manny 
agreed to be Chair pending the Parish Council’s concurrence at its next meeting 
on August 4th. Also, Becky Butler and Bill Wiley volunteered to assist as 
members of the Greekfest Planning Committee. The committee will review the 
date and plans once it is in place. 
  
Tom Farmakis, Stephen Sarantis, and Maria Cahill will summarize our decision 
to publicize on our websites and social media as well as include in this week’s 
Weekly Message. Fr. George will update the parish website with this public 
message, and Tammy Soulakos agreed to update the GreekFest website and 
Facebook accounts, as well as notify the band to see if we can get a refund of 
our deposit.  
  
CLOSING REMARKS: Stephen Sarantis and Fr. George thanked those who 
participated for a successful meeting and giving so much to help us move 
forward. Special thanks were given to Stephen Sarantis for chairing the meeting 
and Maria Cahill for organizing and presenting the four proposals. 
  
ADJOURNMENT/CLOSING PRAYER:  Father George offered the closing 
prayer. The meeting was adjourned at 8:27 PM. 
 
  

 



 

 

Parish Council Financial Update 
As of June 30, 2020 

  
Soak up the Son 

  
We hope our families are enjoying summer. 

For those who are traveling, we pray for your safety & welfare.  
Please remember your Stewardship & Building Fund pledges this 

summer! 😊  
  

If you have any specific questions, please feel free to contact the 
Parish Council Treasurer, Tammy Soulakos, or 

The Parish Council Assistant Treasurer, George Psihountas. 
 

Click Here for the 2020 YTD operating and building fund figures.  

 

 



  

 

Church Re-Opening Guidelines 

 

During the first phase of the re-opening of St. Christopher 
Church, a limited number of households will be permitted 
at each worship service by following two simple steps. 
  
Extra services will be offered to accommodate our St. 
Christopher Parish Family if your first choice is not 
available. 
  
Step 1: Click here to Read and Agree to 
"Returning to Worship: Important Information" 
  
Step 2: Click here to "Pre-Register for Services" 

  
*Please note that unless you pre-register, you will not be permitted to 
enter into the Church. We cannot accommodate walk-ins at this time. 



 

  

 

 
James 1:17 Every good and perfect gift is from above, coming 

down from the Father of the heavenly lights, who does not change 
like shifting shadows. 

  
Food for thought: 
We are doing great works! 
  
No General Meeting this month 
  
Congratulations to Helen Psihountas, Presbytera Marinda, Cynthia 
Cromartie, and Julie Torres! They will represent our parish at the 
Virtual Convention August 21-22. You can join, too! Sign up to be an 
observer!  
https://www.philoptochos.org/2020-national-philoptochos-biennial-
convention/. 
  

 

 

 

 
Introducing Philoptochos Member of the Week: Cynthia Cromartie 

  



 

 

“Real Estate is my Life!” 
  

Cynthia is our Philoptochos Secretary and has been the author of this 
article this past summer. Now it’s her turn! 
  
Cynthia hails from Savanah, Georgia. She has been married to her 
husband, Manny for 34 years! Anna and Randy Pelky were married on 
the same day in the Cathedral! To accommodate the couples the 
Cromartie’s were married in the morning and the Pelky’s in the 
afternoon! She is one of the area’s successful real estate agents 
working for Harry Norman Realty in Fayette and Coweta Counties.  
  
Cynthia is an avid reader. She consumes books written by Pat Conolly, 



 

Anne Rivers Siddons, and Maeve Binchey. Her favorite genre is Crime 
Novels! She and Manny are returning to one of their favorite pastimes, 
GOLF. They are gearing up for this year’s Golf Outing!  
  
You may not know that Cynthia was a Disco Queen! She said she 
often danced until dawn and then went on to Lakeside High School in 
Dekalb County where she taught math. She was later employed with 
Unsys as a Computer Systems Instructor. Who knew?!?! Texas 
Holdem is a favorite game she loves to play with friends and family. 
She will forever be a Daddy’s Girl… even after 25 years. Memory 
Eternal! 
  

Words of wisdom from Cynthia: 
Do unto others as you would have them do unto you! 

And honesty is the best policy. 
  

 



  



  



 

 

Opportunity for the Building Fund 
  
Did you know that you can earn money for the Building Fund by doing 
nothing more than your normal shopping on Amazon?  That’s right!  If you 
have St. Christopher selected as your charity organization on Amazon 
Smile, we receive a percentage of all sales made.  All monies received 
from Amazon are earmarked for the Building Fund to help us get to our 
Target goal that much faster.  It is very easy to activate, just use the link 
below.smile.amazon.com. 
  
 

 

 



 

 

Click Image for Online Giving  

 

For questions, please email communicatios@sainchristopherhoc.org 

or call the church office at (770) 347-7729. 

Click here  for Online Giving Instructions 

 

 



  

 

   Click image to view our parish calendar 
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