
 

            Message from Fr. George for Friday, October 29, 2021  

 Follow-up from Sunday Sermon on October 24th  

  

  

   

In early 2020, Fr. George & Presbytera Marinda visited Marrakesh, Morocco. 

Founded in the 11th century and renowned for its treasure trove of mosques, 

palaces, and museums, the city is the most visited of Morocco’s four Imperial 

Cities.  



At its heart is the medina, the original walled settlement around which the 

rest of the city was built. It comprises a maze of narrow streets and varied 

markets. Its cobblestone streets are traversed by pedestrians and donkey 

carts instead of cars. This photo depicts one of the narrow passages we 

walked.  

  

It reminds us of the many choices we can make as we journey through life.  

Yesterday, our Gospel lesson (Luke 8:26-39) recalled Jesus’ healing of the 

Gerasene demoniac, who was filled with demons. In turn, Fr. George 

referenced how opioid addiction paralyzes its victims and can lead to fatal 

overdoses. The following articles depict the dangers we are confronting and 

the importance of seeking help and support if we are struggling with drug 

abuse. Coincidentally, several parents shared that this week our public 

schools are promoting drug education for our youth. What a blessing to 

reinforce their efforts. May God help, heal, and restore all who struggle and 

may they feel welcome to call upon us to assist them.  

 

 

 

  



 

    

A Message of Hope & Thanksgiving  
   

Perhaps Daniel Defoe gave us some good advice through his fictitious 

character Robinson Crusoe. The first thing that Crusoe did when he found 

himself on a deserted island was to make out a list. On one side of the list, 

he wrote down all of his problems. On the other side of the list, he wrote 

down all of his blessings. On one side he wrote: I do not have any clothes.  

On the other side he wrote: But it’s warm and I don’t really need any. On one 

side he wrote: All of the provisions were lost. On the other side he wrote: But 

there’s plenty of fresh fruit and water on the island. And on down the list he 

went. In this fashion he discovered that for every negative aspect about his 

situation, there was a positive aspect, something to be thankful for. It is easy 

to find ourselves on an island of despair. What if we were to sit down and 

take an inventory of our blessings?  

   

                    How Opioid Addiction Occurs   
  
                        ( Click for Mayo Clinic article )   
  
  

Why Is Fentanyl So Dangerous? The Illicit Drug   
  
          Has Ruined Lives During Covid Pandemic   
  
                      ( ) Click for USA Today article   
    

 

https://www.mayoclinic.org/diseases-conditions/prescription-drug-abuse/in-depth/how-opioid-addiction-occurs/art-20360372#:~:text=By%20Mayo%20Clinic%20Staff%20Anyone%20who%20takes%20opioids,eventual%20dependence%20on%20and%20abuse%20of%20these%20drugs.
https://www.mayoclinic.org/diseases-conditions/prescription-drug-abuse/in-depth/how-opioid-addiction-occurs/art-20360372#:~:text=By%20Mayo%20Clinic%20Staff%20Anyone%20who%20takes%20opioids,eventual%20dependence%20on%20and%20abuse%20of%20these%20drugs.
https://www.mayoclinic.org/diseases-conditions/prescription-drug-abuse/in-depth/how-opioid-addiction-occurs/art-20360372#:~:text=By%20Mayo%20Clinic%20Staff%20Anyone%20who%20takes%20opioids,eventual%20dependence%20on%20and%20abuse%20of%20these%20drugs.
https://www.mayoclinic.org/diseases-conditions/prescription-drug-abuse/in-depth/how-opioid-addiction-occurs/art-20360372#:~:text=By%20Mayo%20Clinic%20Staff%20Anyone%20who%20takes%20opioids,eventual%20dependence%20on%20and%20abuse%20of%20these%20drugs.
https://www.mayoclinic.org/diseases-conditions/prescription-drug-abuse/in-depth/how-opioid-addiction-occurs/art-20360372#:~:text=By%20Mayo%20Clinic%20Staff%20Anyone%20who%20takes%20opioids,eventual%20dependence%20on%20and%20abuse%20of%20these%20drugs.
https://www.yahoo.com/lifestyle/why-fentanyl-dangerous-illicit-drug-120507501.html
https://www.yahoo.com/lifestyle/why-fentanyl-dangerous-illicit-drug-120507501.html
https://www.yahoo.com/lifestyle/why-fentanyl-dangerous-illicit-drug-120507501.html
https://www.yahoo.com/lifestyle/why-fentanyl-dangerous-illicit-drug-120507501.html
https://www.yahoo.com/lifestyle/why-fentanyl-dangerous-illicit-drug-120507501.html


Why wait until the American tradition of Thanksgiving to express our thanks 

to God and our faith and hope in Him? Perhaps we’re overdue in doing so. 

Notwithstanding, today and every day is a day the Lord has made, let us  

“thank the Lord for His steadfast love, for His wonderful works to 

humankind.” (Psalm 107.8) The following photo was taken yesterday.  

  

               

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



 

  

 

Fr. George thanks the Lord and our parish family for their tremendous efforts 

to host Greece on the Go this past weekend! We were very blessed.  

  

 
 

  

     



 

Remembering God’s Precious Children  

  

 

Mother Maria of Paris taught there was no other path to Heaven except than 

in participating in God’s mercy. Yesterday, Fr. George shared how God is in 

our midst and brings opportunities to join Him in responding to the needs of 

strangers we encounter. Mother Maria taught us to stand together before 

God, to suffer sorrows together, and to resist temptations together. May the 

memory of Christian Timothy be eternal and may our Heavenly Father 

comfort his family.  

“…Always on the lookout for the next person who needed his help, he 

continually made room for others within his ever-expanding heart. The path 

to happiness for Christian was paved with love and devotion to his family, 

abiding loyalty to his friends, and deep conversations with those who were 

not afraid to share heart to heart…” [Click to read more of his precious life.]  

  

https://www.legacy.com/us/obituaries/saltlaketribune/name/christian-timothy-obituary?id=21014641
https://www.legacy.com/us/obituaries/saltlaketribune/name/christian-timothy-obituary?id=21014641
https://www.legacy.com/us/obituaries/saltlaketribune/name/christian-timothy-obituary?id=21014641


Archangel Michael Honorees Sunday:  

   

Please join us on Sunday, November 7th as we recognize our two  

Archangel Michael Honorees from 2020 – Stella Christodoulopoulos & 

Claudia Sliwinski and those for 2021 – Fotis & Effie Sakkas. We have a 

unique opportunity this year to recognize our honorees selected during the 

pandemic in our local parish rather than a weekend event at the Metropolis 

Cathedral in Atlanta.    

 

 

May God grant Stella, Claudia, Fotis, & Effie and 

their families good health and joy for many years. 

We value their friendship and commend them for 

their sacrificial support for our parish family. On 

behalf of our St. Christopher Church,I congratulate 

them and look forward to bestowing their medals 

and certificates on behalf of Metropolitan Alexios.   

  

On that Sunday, we hope you will bring a favorite food for the special coffee 

fellowship reception in their honor.    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

  

His All-Holiness Ecumenical Patriarch Bartholomew was joyously welcomed 

this past Saturday by His Eminence Archbishop Elpidophoros of America at  

Joint Base Andrews in Maryland. The Ecumenical Patriarch, spiritual leader 

of Orthodox Christians worldwide, has begun his 12-day official visit in  

Washington, DC. He will meet with President Joe Biden today. Let us pray 

for his health and safety today and always.  

  

Click to view updates of his visit to the United States.  

  

 

https://www.goarch.org/epvisit2021/
https://www.goarch.org/epvisit2021/


    

  

 

https://stchristopherphiloptochos.square.site/


 

   Click here to download the PDF of the Pastry Sale Order Form   

  

  

 

https://mcusercontent.com/24b242fbda61af617e00ee4ca/files/950ae302-9b07-1232-58e4-a834505942dd/Pastry_Order_Sale2021final.pdf
https://mcusercontent.com/24b242fbda61af617e00ee4ca/files/950ae302-9b07-1232-58e4-a834505942dd/Pastry_Order_Sale2021final.pdf
https://mcusercontent.com/24b242fbda61af617e00ee4ca/files/950ae302-9b07-1232-58e4-a834505942dd/Pastry_Order_Sale2021final.pdf
https://mcusercontent.com/24b242fbda61af617e00ee4ca/files/950ae302-9b07-1232-58e4-a834505942dd/Pastry_Order_Sale2021final.pdf
https://my-business-104643.square.site/


 
   

 

 

https://stchristopherphiloptochos.square.site/product/hands-of-love/3?cs=true&cst=custom


 

 

CLICK TO VIEW LIVESTREAMING OF SCHEDULED SERVICES  

  

    

CLICK HERE TO VIEW PREVIOUSLY RECORDED SERVICES   

 

 

 

  

   

https://iframe.dacast.com/live/d21517cf-1295-809b-92ea-31948e67dd8a/07a68e08-9440-a624-db88-aa82e463a6d2
https://iframe.dacast.com/live/d21517cf-1295-809b-92ea-31948e67dd8a/07a68e08-9440-a624-db88-aa82e463a6d2
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCaPfodpLb1UQCQJly7KGRDw/videos
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCaPfodpLb1UQCQJly7KGRDw/videos
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCaPfodpLb1UQCQJly7KGRDw/videos
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCaPfodpLb1UQCQJly7KGRDw/videos
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCaPfodpLb1UQCQJly7KGRDw/videos
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCaPfodpLb1UQCQJly7KGRDw/videos
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCaPfodpLb1UQCQJly7KGRDw/videos


 

We welcome you to join us in person for church services.   
    

Parishioners and visitors who are sick are asked to remain at home to 

recover and rest. We strongly encourage all parishioners who visit to 

resume wearing masks to slow the spread of the Delta variant in 

response to His Eminence Metropolitan Alexios' request to our Clergy and  

Parish Councils to do so.  

  

  
Under Georgia law, there is no liability for an injury or death of an individual 

entering these premises if such injury or death results from the inherent risks 

of contracting COVID-19. You are assuming this risk by entering these 

premises.  

  

 

    

 

 

  

https://12343.sites.sheenomo.com/news/concerning-masks-in-our-parishes-august-19
https://12343.sites.sheenomo.com/news/concerning-masks-in-our-parishes-august-19
https://12343.sites.sheenomo.com/news/concerning-masks-in-our-parishes-august-19
https://12343.sites.sheenomo.com/news/concerning-masks-in-our-parishes-august-19
https://12343.sites.sheenomo.com/news/concerning-masks-in-our-parishes-august-19


  

 

 

Click Image for Online Giving   

  

For questions, please email communications@saintchristopherhoc.org  

or call the church office at (770) 347-7729.  

Click here  for Online Giving Instructions  

  

  

 

 

https://www.eservicepayments.com/cgi-bin/Vanco_ver3.vps?appver3=wWsk24ZWJSTZKsGd1RMKlg0BDvsSG3VIWQCPJNNxD8upkiY7JlDavDsozUE7KG0nFx2NSo8LdUKGuGuF396vbYoUfLTobdYdtFTFcQ7py_CXHubq5Z7ap5JVmPErc4ZeYHCKCZhESjGNQmZ5B-6dx2nExef1vgjFCGA94_ZVJ4Q=&ver=3
https://www.eservicepayments.com/cgi-bin/Vanco_ver3.vps?appver3=wWsk24ZWJSTZKsGd1RMKlg0BDvsSG3VIWQCPJNNxD8upkiY7JlDavDsozUE7KG0nFx2NSo8LdUKGuGuF396vbYoUfLTobdYdtFTFcQ7py_CXHubq5Z7ap5JVmPErc4ZeYHCKCZhESjGNQmZ5B-6dx2nExef1vgjFCGA94_ZVJ4Q=&ver=3
https://www.eservicepayments.com/cgi-bin/Vanco_ver3.vps?appver3=wWsk24ZWJSTZKsGd1RMKlg0BDvsSG3VIWQCPJNNxD8upkiY7JlDavDsozUE7KG0nFx2NSo8LdUKGuGuF396vbYoUfLTobdYdtFTFcQ7py_CXHubq5Z7ap5JVmPErc4ZeYHCKCZhESjGNQmZ5B-6dx2nExef1vgjFCGA94_ZVJ4Q=&ver=3
https://www.eservicepayments.com/cgi-bin/Vanco_ver3.vps?appver3=wWsk24ZWJSTZKsGd1RMKlg0BDvsSG3VIWQCPJNNxD8upkiY7JlDavDsozUE7KG0nFx2NSo8LdUKGuGuF396vbYoUfLTobdYdtFTFcQ7py_CXHubq5Z7ap5JVmPErc4ZeYHCKCZhESjGNQmZ5B-6dx2nExef1vgjFCGA94_ZVJ4Q=&ver=3
https://mcusercontent.com/24b242fbda61af617e00ee4ca/files/27a3d9e3-b273-4a8c-aa53-f76b90ab4d42/Instructions_for_Online_Giving_.pdf
https://mcusercontent.com/24b242fbda61af617e00ee4ca/files/27a3d9e3-b273-4a8c-aa53-f76b90ab4d42/Instructions_for_Online_Giving_.pdf


 

   Click image to view our parish calendar  
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