
Message from Fr. George for Friday, November 26, 2021 
 

 

Pictured above is the exterior of the Greek Orthodox Metropolis of Atlanta 

offices. Its central interior hallway depicts two floor-to-ceiling-sized icons 

that are unique to our Archdiocese – The Vine of Christ & The Seed of Jesse. 
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Many of our parishioners have visited Fr. George at his office and met His 

Eminence Metropolitan Alexios, His Grace Bishop Sevastianos, and their co-

workers, Ethel, JoAnne, Monica, and Nick. Our parishioners of St. 

Christopher Hellenic Orthodox Church are co-workers with His Eminence 

Metropolitan Alexios and our Metropolis staff within the Vineyard of our 

Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. Together we serve God and offer our gifts in His 

behalf, thanking Him for this privilege. 
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“Again, Jesus spoke to them, saying, ‘I am the light of the world. Whoever follows me 

will never walk in darkness but will have the light of life.’” (John 8:12) 

 

This week as we gather with friends and family to thank God for our 

blessings, may we remember our co-workers at our 73 sister parishes within 

the eight southeastern states and five monasteries that make up the 

Metropolis of Atlanta. May we remember His Eminence Metropolitan 

Alexios, His Eminence Archbishop Elpidophoros, our co-workers from the 

Archdiocese, our sister Metropolises, and our Orthodox brethren 

throughout the world. May we remember our Ecumenical Patriarch, His All-

Holiness Patriarch Bartholomaios. We have so much to be thankful; let us 

remember the saving mission of our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ: 
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“I am the vine; you are the branches. Those who abide in Me and I in them bear much 

fruit, because apart from Me you can do nothing. (John 15:5) 

“And whatever you do, in word or deed, do everything in the Name of the 

Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father through Him.”                          

(Colossians 3:17) 

 

My brothers and sisters in Christ, may we 

consider this powerful Scriptural verse as 

we celebrate our annual Feast of 

Thanksgiving. It instructs us to give thanks 

to our God in everything that we do! No 

matter what we may carry out, no matter 

what we may say, we are to offer all our 

being as a gift of thanksgiving to God – with 

the power, honor, and name of our Lord 

and Savior Jesus Christ. When you consider 

this approach, it equates the potential of 

our entire life to becoming worship and 

thanksgiving to God in all things. 

While we like to refer to “coming to 

church” as an act of worship, St. Paul’s 

encouragement to the early Christians in 

Colossae (Asia Minor or present-day Turkey) denotes that there is no single action as 

“going to worship.” That is, our daily lives, our conversation, all our actions, are to be 

offered as heart-felt worship and thanksgiving to our Heavenly Father as opposed to an 

isolated action. 

May we choose to live our lives for God’s glory – as a living testament of thanksgiving 

for His Son, our Lord Jesus Christ. While we may not always do this as well as we would 

like, we can choose always to seek to offer our Lord all of our words, our actions, our 

heart, and our mind to bring Him glory – by doing His Will in all things. Amen! 

 


