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Liturgical Guide for Sunday, December 12, 2021  
 

ON THIS DAY, THE 11TH
 SUNDAY OF ST. LUKE, THE CHURCH 

COMMEMORATES the Holy Forefathers of Christ; Spyridon the 

Wonderworker of Trymithous; Holy New Martyr Peter the 

Aleut; and John (or Joachim), Bishop of Zichni. Through their 

holy intercessions, O God, have mercy on us and save us. Amen. 
 

 

Thank You for Your Understanding 
 

We welcome our parishioners who are attending services in person today and we 

also welcome those who are viewing our online video streaming at home. Let us 

comply with the guidelines we have provided everyone. We appreciate your 

http://www.atlanta.goarch.org/
http://www.saintchristopherhoc.org/


kind understanding in following them. Fr. George is deeply appreciative to you 

and all who are assisting during worship services.  

 

Parishioners and visitors who are sick are asked to remain at home to recover 

and rest. We strongly encourage all parishioners who visit to resume wearing 

masks to slow the spread of the Delta variant in response to His Eminence 

Metropolitan Alexios' request to our Clergy and Parish Councils to do so. 

 

Please consider that only baptized and chrismated Orthodox Christians in 

canonical good standing may approach for Holy Communion. All are invited to 

partake of the Antidoron ("instead of the gifts") distributed at the conclusion of 

today’s Divine Liturgy. 
 

SPECIAL HYMNS SUNG BEFORE/AFTER SMALL ENTRANCE 
 

1./2. Resurrectional Hymn (Plagal of the 4th Tone) – (Hymnal-pp126-7): 

It is sung before and after the Small Entrance: From on high You descended, O 

merciful Lord. You accepted the cross and three days in the tomb to free us 

from the bondage of sin, O our life and resurrection. Glory to You, O Lord. 

 

3. Hymn for Sunday of the Forefathers of Christ – (Hymnal-pp.186-189): 

It is sung after the Small Entrance: By their faith You justified Your ancestors, 

Christ our God, and through them, of old You betrothed to Yourself the 

Church brought together from the nations. Let these saints rejoice in 

glory, for from their seed has come forth a noble fruit, she who gave You 

birth without seed.  Through their prayers, Christ our God, save our 

souls. 

 

4. Hymn for St. Spyridon– (not in Hymnal): 

It is sung after the Small Entrance: You were a champion of the First Ecumenical 

Council, O Spyridon, our God-bearing Father and worker of miracles. You 

addressed your daughter who was dead and entombed, and you opportunely 

https://12343.sites.sheenomo.com/news/concerning-masks-in-our-parishes-august-19
https://12343.sites.sheenomo.com/news/concerning-masks-in-our-parishes-august-19


turned a snake into gold. There were Angels celebrating along with you, O 

sacred man, when you served the holy liturgy. Glory to Christ who glorified 

you! Glory to Him who put a crown on you! Glory to Him who through you 

gives cures and healing to all! 

 

5. Hymn Commemorating St. Christopher – (see handout): 

It is sung after the Small Entrance. Made comely with garments woven from your 

venerable blood, you stand before the Lord, the King of Heaven and 

earth, O famed Martyr Christopher. With the choirs of Angels and the 

Martyrs you chant, singing the thrice-holy hymn and most awesome 

praises. Thus, by your intercessions with God, save us, your servants. 

 

6. Kontakion – Preparation for the Nativity (11/26-12/24) – (Hymnal-pp.240-243): 

It is sung after the Small Entrance: Today the Virgin goes forth, making her 

way to a cave where from her, ineffably, God the eternal Word will be 

born. Let the world be filled with joy, hearing these tidings. Joining the 

angels and shepherds, let us give glory to Him who is God from all ages, 

yet wills to be seen as a little child. 
 

SCRIPTURAL PASSAGES FROM TODAY'S DIVINE LITURGY 
 

The Scriptures were not given us for this only, that we might have them in 

books, but that we might engrave them on our hearts.                        

       – St. John Chrysostom 
 

 

 

Gospel Reading During Orthros Service (Mark 16:9-20) 

Now after He rose early on the first day of the week, He appeared first to 

Mary Magdalene, from whom He had cast out seven demons. She went out 

and told those who had been with Him, while they were mourning and 

weeping. But when they heard that He was alive and had been seen by her, 

they would not believe it. After this He appeared in another form to two of 

them, as they were walking into the country. And they went back and told 

the rest, but they did not believe them. Later He appeared to the eleven 



themselves as they were sitting at the table; and He upbraided them for 

their lack of faith and stubbornness, because they had not believed those 

who saw Him after He had risen. And He said to them, "Go into all the 

world and proclaim the good news to the whole creation. The one who 

believes and is baptized will be saved; but the one who does not believe will 

be condemned. And these signs will accompany those who believe: by using 

My name they will cast out demons; they will speak in new tongues; they 

will pick up snakes in their hands, and if they drink any deadly thing, it will 

not hurt them; they will lay their hands on the sick, and they will recover." 

So then the Lord Jesus, after He had spoken to them, was taken up into 

heaven and sat down at the right hand of God. And they went out and 

proclaimed the good news everywhere, while the Lord worked with them 

and confirmed the message by the signs that accompanied it. Amen. 

 

Epistle Reading During Divine Liturgy (Eph. 5:8-19) 

For once you were darkness, but now in the Lord you are light. Live as 

children of light— for the fruit of the light is found in all that is good and 

right and true. Try to find out what is pleasing to the Lord. Take no part 

in the unfruitful works of darkness, but instead expose them. For it is 

shameful even to mention what such people do secretly; but everything 

exposed by the light becomes visible, for everything that becomes visible 

is light. Therefore it says, “Sleeper, awake! Rise from the dead, and 

Christ will shine on you.” Be careful then how you live, not as unwise 

people but as wise, making the most of the time, because the days are evil. 

So do not be foolish but understand what the will of the Lord is. Do not 

get drunk with wine, for that is debauchery; but be filled with the Spirit, 

as you sing psalms and hymns and spiritual songs among yourselves, 

singing and making melody to the Lord in your hearts, 

 

Gospel Reading During Divine Liturgy (Luke 14:16-24; Matt. 22:14) 

Then Jesus said to him, "Someone gave a great dinner and invited many. At 

the time for the dinner he sent his slave to say to those who had been 

invited, 'Come; for everything is ready now.' But they all alike began to 



make excuses. The first said to him, 'I have bought a piece of land, and I 

must go out and see it; please accept my regrets.' Another said, 'I have 

bought five yoke of oxen, and I am going to try them out; please accept my 

regrets.' Another said, 'I have just been married, and therefore I cannot 

come.' So the slave returned and reported this to his master. Then the 

owner of the house became angry and said to his slave, 'Go out at once into 

the streets and lanes of the town and bring in the poor, the crippled, the 

blind, and the lame.' And the slave said, 'Sir, what you ordered has been 

done, and there is still room.’ Then the master said to the slave, 'Go out 

into the roads and lanes, and compel people to come in, so that my house 

may be filled. For I tell you, none of those who were invited will taste my 

dinner. For many are called, but few are chosen.’” 

 

THIS WEEK’S MEMORY VERSE 
(TRY TO COMMIT TO MEMORY):   

“and be kind to one another, tenderhearted, forgiving one 
another, as God in Christ has forgiven you.” (Ephesians 4:32) 

 

PASTORAL REFLECTION FROM FR. GEORGE: 
 

Today’s Special Commemoration: 

The Holy Forefathers/Ancestors of Christ 
On the Sunday that occurs on or immediately after the eleventh of this month 

(which is today), we commemorate Christ's forefathers according to the flesh, both 

those that came before the Law, and those that lived after the giving of the Law. 

Special commemoration is made of the Patriarch Abraham, to whom the promise 

was first given, when God said to him, “In thy seed shall all the nations of the earth 

be blessed” (Gen. 22:18). This promise was given some two thousand years before 

Christ, when Abraham was seventy-five years of age. God called him and 

commanded him to forsake his country, parents, and kinsmen, and to depart to the 

land of the Canaanites. When he arrived there, God told him, “I will give this land 



to thy seed” (Gen. 12:7); for this cause, that land was called the “Promised Land,” 

which later became the country of the Hebrew people, and which is also called 

Palestine by the historians. There, after the passage of twenty-four years, Abraham 

received God's law concerning circumcision. In the one hundredth year of his life, 

when Sarah was in her ninetieth year, they became the parents of Isaac. Having 

lived 175 years altogether, he reposed in peace, a venerable elder full of days. 

  
Blessing of Prayer Shawls Today 

Thanks for sharing the love of Christ as we offer today’s Blessing of the 

Prayer Shawls. We welcome the Interim Executive Director of Promise Place, 

Lyntica Seawood, to our parish to receive prayer shawls made for those her 

ministry serves. Promise Place offers shelter and assistance to women 

experiencing domestic violence. Our prayers and prayer shawls provide 

moral and emotional support and the knowledge they are special and cared 

about. Special thanks to those who completed their shawls and who offered 

them for today’s blessing. Please contact Susan Kleto to become a 

participant in this ministry, to receive yarn, a Prayer Guide, or if you have 

questions. As always, thank you so much to everyone who contributes their 

time and talents to this ministry. 

 

Note of Deep Appreciation 
Fr. George commends our parish families for their great response to our 

celebration of the Feast of St. Nicholas the Wonderworker. Our youth and 

adults learned about his life, decorated our parish Christmas tree, 

worshipped in the Divine Liturgy, and enjoyed our first community dinner 

since the pandemic began in early 2020. A special St. Nicholas children’s 

project handout is available in the Narthex. Video can be viewed on 

homepage of our website. 



 

 



 
 

 
 

 



 



 

"Follow" & "Like" our Facebook page. Be sure to check our status for updates 

and photos.  

 
On this the 886th Sunday of our St. Christopher’s parish community, we continue to thank each of 
you for your presence and support. Although it may seem like we are just a handful of men, 
women, and children, if we commit ourselves to serving our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ, we will 
experience the miracle of growth as the Holy Spirit brings others into His service to help us build 
His new church in the Peachtree City, Georgia, area for the glory of God! 

 

COMMUNITY SCHEDULE  (CHECK WEB CALENDAR FOR MORE…) 

 

Nativity Fast – continues through December 24 
 
10 

Sunday, December 12 (11th Sunday of St. Luke): 

   7:45 am   Orthros Service 

   9:00 am   Divine Liturgy, followed by Blessing of Prayer Shawls 

 10:45 am   Religious Education Classes (for all ages), followed by 

            Christmas Pageant preparations for teachers and students. 

  
Your continued support and mutual encouragement are essential and appreciated! 

 

 

https://www.facebook.com/pages/St-Christopher-Hellenic-Orthodox-Church/373678099332029?rf=168609899820640


The following reflection on the Feast of the Holy Forefathers was written by Sergei V. Bulgakov and 
reprinted from https://www.johnsanidopoulos.com.   +Fr. George Tsahakis 
 

The Sunday of the Holy Forefathers occurs between the 11th and the 17th of December. This Sunday 
commemorates all the ancestors of the people of God, the holy patriarchs living up to the law, given 
on Sinai, and under the law, - from Adam to Joseph the Betrothed; together with them 
are commemorated "those who preached Christ" the holy prophets - from Samuel to Zechariah and 
to John the Baptist, and all the Old Testament righteous men, who were righteous in the faith in the 
coming of the Messiah. Especially in the service for this day are praised "the pious youths" 
Ananias, Azarias, and Misael, who "in faith were thrown into the fiery furnace" and "who in the 
middle of the flames were cooled by the dew of the Spirit and who walked about rejoicing, are 
mystically a prototype of the Trinity and the incarnation of Christ" from the Virgin, who after giving 
birth remained a virgin. With these holy youths are commemorated also “the righteous Daniel and 
the wonderful prophets”, who, clearly revealing the divine second coming, saw Christ, “coming to all 
nations as Judge”, and who, “your mind illumined by divine radiance”, "that clearly the Virgin would 
give birth represented in mystical images". 
 

The Virtues of the Holy Forefathers 
 

Singing in the service for this day “the god-pleasing life” of the Old Testament righteous men, the 
Holy Church thus represents our intellectual look at the whole universe of great virtues, such as: the 
God-loving gentleness and meekness of the first martyr in the world, Abel, the holy zeal for the 
glorification of the name of God, Enos, the high divine thinking and the fear of God, Enoch, the 
firmness in faith and piety, Noah among the general depravity of his contemporary world, the 
wonderful faith and obedience to the word of God, Abraham, filial obedience, Isaac up to 
the preparation to be offered as a burnt offering according to the command of God, the kind 
domestic bravery, Sarah, the penetrating maternal love, Rebecca, the mild humility, Jacob who 
earned the rage of Laban and Esau, the holy chastity, Joseph who was more than ready to suffer and 
die, rather than to sin before God, the unhampered invincible patience in the sufferings and 
misfortunes, Job, the meek, wise leadership, Moses and Samuel, the inspiring courage through faith, 
Joshua son of Nun, Barak, and Gideon, the high self-sacrificing love for their country and people, 
Judith and Esther, the plaintive and contrite repentance, David and Manasseh, the ascetic 
and divinely intellectual life, Elijah and Elisha, the zeal for the glory of God of the holy prophets, the 
unhampered invincible dedication to the law of God and usual patriotism of the three youths in 
Babylon and the rest of the good deeds of all the other Old Testament men we celebrate, "of whom 
the world was not worthy" (Hebrews 11:38). According to the teaching of St. Gregory the Theologian, 
each of these virtues stand by themselves «as a special way to salvation, and undoubtedly results in 
any one of the everlasting and blessed abodes; for as the generations of life are various, so are the 
abodes of God are many (John 14:2), and in them are divided and are assigned to everyone according 
to his worthiness. Therefore, let one fulfill his virtue, one to another, the other of the many, and 
whoever, if it is possible, and in everything; only let everyone go without stopping, let everyone 
strive forward and follow steadily in the steps of the good leaders, who directly leads a path for him, 
and makes his way through the narrow gate (Matthew 7:14) to lead to the heights of the blessed 
heaven». 

https://www.johnsanidopoulos.com/


 

 


