
 
   

Pastoral Message from Fr. George Tsahakis  

  

 

 

To the Reverend Clergy of the Metropolis of Atlanta:  

   

My Brothers in Christ,  

  

Looking forward to Lent, we are blessed to observe the 200th anniversary of 

the Greek Revolution for Independence on March 25th, 2021. As Hellenes in 

the United States are especially fortunate to live in a country whose own 



Revolution was not only inspired by the ideals of Ancient Greek Democracy, 

but later encouraged those patriots of 1821 to stand for freedom after 400 

years of Occupation.  

   

In recognition of this historic date, a special committee was tasked with 

organizing two major events in our Metropolis. The first will take place at the 

Cathedral of St. Nicholas in Tarpon Springs on March 25, (and can be 

viewed at www.stnicholastarpon.org/livestream).  This event shall feature 

special guest speakers speaking on topics such as the contributions of both 

Cyprus & America towards the Revolution.  

  

The second event will follow on March 28th at the Cathedral of the 

Annunciation in Atlanta (and can be viewed at www.atlgoc.org/livestream), 

where the program will feature special presentations of, among other things, 

a recitation of the patriotic poem that inspired the Revolution,  

Θούριος του Ρήγα.  

   

For more detailed information on both programs, please click here to view the 

specially prepared flyer, as well as the itineraries prepared for both events. To 

ensure the greatest possible participation for both events--which are distinct 

and will be live-streamed--we ask that our parishes please print the 

attachment to make use of it in your weekly bulletins, or else to transmit it 

through email.  
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Finally, the Greek Consul General of Tampa Bay has announced that a 

special concert presentation of the full text to the Hymn to Liberty  

 

by Dionysios Solomos, will also stream live from the Athens Concert Hall on 

March 25th at 2:30 PM ET. The concert, which is free to stream, can be 

accessed by clicking this link.  

  

I pray that we will all take the time to view these programs, honoring the 

patriotism of our forefathers, and giving glory to God who gives us our 

freedom.  

   

Yours with paternal love and blessings in the Lord,  

   

+Bishop Sevastianos of Zela  
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An Important Message from His Eminence Metropolitan Alexios        

    

  

  
  

March 17, 2021  
  

To the Reverend Clergy, Parish Administrators, Choir Directors & Chanters of the Metropolis 

of Atlanta:  
  

My Beloved Brothers and Sisters in the Lord,  
  

I greet you with love and joy in the Name of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ! I pray that we 

continue to receive His blessings of health, peace and safety as we have entered Great Lent.  
  

At the request of Constance Pappas Ross, the Vice-President of the Southeastern Federation 

of Greek Orthodox Choirs and Musicians (SFGOCM), I write the following encourage all to 

support the work of this valuable organization by donating to their annual Stewardship 

Drive.  
  

The famous Russian composer, Igor Stravinsky once said that, “Music praises God. Music is 

well or better able to praise him than the building of the church and all its decoration; it is 

the Church's greatest ornament.”  Understanding this, the SFGOCM has made its mission to 

support the work of parish choirs and musicians who seek to uplift the liturgy. Contributing 

to the Stewardship Drive means that:   

• Members of your church music program can attend the annual SFGOCM Conference 
without having to pay an extra “individual members’ fee” with their registration.  

• Aspiring church musicians can apply to receive the GALLOS/ZANAKOS Music 
Scholarship Award.  

• Church musicians can attend regional workshops through the National Forum’s 
Church Music Institute at little or no individual cost.  

  

 



To learn more, please click this underlined text to read the following letter from the 
SFGOCM Vice President, and also see the image included below.  
  

Particularly as we enter Great Lent, and enter a new phase of COVID-19 pandemic, any 

support our parishes can offer our musicians to nurture their gifts in the praise of God is so 

very important. I remain,  
  

Yours with paternal love and blessings in Christ,   

   
+ A L E X I O S  

Metropolitan of Atlanta  
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Day of Renewal at The DRC    

  

 
  

    

Brothers and Sisters in Christ,  

                I wanted to reach out to you as the newly assigned Director of our beloved 

Diakonia Retreat Center. We have entered the season of Great and Holy Lent. This is 

a season where we focus on renewal. Looking to making ourselves new in Christ, 

reaching for the potential that we have been created for, being made in His image 

and likeness. This season offers us the tools and opportunities for that growth and 

renewal through prayer, fasting, and almsgiving. We avail ourselves to the Lenten 

services, participation in the sacraments, fasting, abstaining not only from specific 

food items, but also from worldly distractions and sin. We also focus on putting our 

faith into action through almsgiving, providing for the poor and needy and giving 

back to the Church with the gifts of our time, talents, and treasure.  

 

 



               The Diakonia Retreat Center also is in a time of renewal. We are preparing to 

reopen for events. These events maybe limited in size for now, but with faith, and 

hope we are looking towards the future. We want the parishes of the Metropolis of 

Atlanta to be partners in this renewal process. We would like to provide you an 

opportunity to offer your time and talents during this Lenten season, to help renew 

the campus and grounds of our DRC and at the same time renew yourselves through 

a day of Spring Cleaning. We cordially invite you to a day of “Renewal” on Saturday 

April 10th, 2021 from 10:00am to 4:30pm. Bring a group from your parish and your 

tools to help us spruce up our campus that has been dormant for the past year. We 

will be doing landscape projects, cleaning, and some light construction. We will also 

have time for prayer, fellowship, a visit to our new bookstore, and we will be offering 

a Lenten meal to those who attend. We look forward to engaging with parishioners 

of all ages.  For those that come under the age of 18, parish supervision is needed 

(i.e. Goya advisors or Alter Boy leads).  We have a number of jobs that need our 

support so offering age appropriate tasks will not be an issue.  We do recommend a 

minimum age of 13. There will be a gift of a free box of candles from our candle 

ministry to the parish that has the most volunteers in attendance. There is no charge 

for this event but we ask that everyone RSVP in order to plan for meals and to 

organize tasks.  For further information and to RSVP, see the attached flier or contact 

the Diakonia Retreat Center at diakoniaretreatoffice@yahoo.com or by phone, at 

our new phone number (864) 732-1537. We also invite you to take the time to look 

over our updated website at https://www.thediakoniaretreatcenter.com/  

              

  I am excited about the many opportunities that the future holds and about working 

with you, the people of the Greek Orthodox Metropolis of Atlanta. The Diakonia 

Retreat Center is a special place of transformation and renewal. It is a great blessing 

but also a great responsibility that we are charged with. I ask you for your continued 

prayers for the ministry of the Diakonia Retreat Center, its staff and clergy.  
  

Κάλι Τεσσαρακοστη  

In Christ,  
  

Rev. Fr. Constantine Shepherd  

Diakonia Retreat Center Director     

    

RSVP  
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Reaching Out Overseas  

   

Judging by the information being sent out by the Orthodox Christian Mission Center 

(OCMC), it appears they are very hopeful that mission teams can go out in person 

by summer.  To assist in their efforts, Fr. George will conduct our next Prayer 

Shawl Blessing on Sunday, May 16th, on the Feast of the Myrrh-Bearing Women.  

For the shawls to be able to assist the OCMC mission team, please use wool 

yarn for your shawls.  However, there is always a recipient in need of a shawl of 

whatever yarn they are crafted out of.   

 

As you begin to plan your next project, please keep the following guidelines in 

mind.  Consistency in the size and finish of the shawls is important because we 

often give multiple shawls to one organization.  We want the recipients to feel that 

their shawl was made specifically for them.  Prayer shawls can be either triangular 

or rectangular but need to be long enough to wrap securely around the body.  

Rectangular shawls should be 24”- 30” wide and 68”- 72” long with fringe or some 

other decorative finish at each end.  Triangular shawls should be 68”- 72” across 

the longest side, 24”- 30” to the point with fringe along the two short sides or some 

other decorative finish all around.  Lap blankets should be 36” - 40” on each side. 

Please remember also to secure your loose yarn ends in the fringe, edge finishing 

or item body so your shawl or lap blanket looks finished. Yarn color choice is also 

important as we are trying to uplift the spirits of the recipients of the shawls and 

blankets.  

  

Above all, remember to begin and end each time you work on your shawl or 

blanket with prayers.  When life is hectic or disrupted, this can add up to lots of 

prayers!!!   Please contact Susan Kleto at (770) 253-8469 or sbkleto@gmail.com to 

either become a participant in this ministry, to receive yarn, to receive sew-in 

labels, to receive a Prayer Guide, or if you have any questions or suggestions.  



 

But those who hope in the Lord will renew their strength. They will 

soar on wings like eagles; they will run and not grow weary, they will 

walk and not be faint. _ When we hope and have faith in Him, He 

renews our strength. Isaiah 40:31  

    

You’re INVITED!!  

New and current members are welcome.  

GENERAL MEETING: MARCH 30, 7PM  Zoom Link  

  

Membership Drive: March 28- April 1  

Home | St. Christopher Philoptochos (square.site)  

  

Church Clean up: March 27, 9-12  

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/8050D4CA4A62FA4FE3-roll  

  

General Meeting: March 30, 7pm  

  Zoom link above  

  

Tsoureki Sale: pickup April 25  

 Greek Easter Bread (Tsoureki) (square.site)  

   

Better brighter days are ahead!!   

Your Sister in Christ, Helen Psihountas  
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Opportunity for the Building Fund  

   

 

Did you know that you can earn money for the Building Fund by doing 

nothing more than your normal shopping on Amazon?  That’s right!  If you 

have St. Christopher selected as your charity organization on Amazon 

Smile, we receive a percentage of all sales made.  All monies received from 

Amazon are earmarked for the Building Fund to help us get to our target 

goal that much faster.  It is very easy to activate, just use the link 

below.smile.amazon.com.   
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Church Re-Opening Guidelines   

  

During the first phase of the re-opening of St. Christopher 

Church, a limited number of households will be permitted at 

each worship service by following two simple steps.     

 

Extra services will be offered to accommodate our St.  

Christopher Parish Family if your first choice is not available.  

    

Step 1: Click here to Read and Agree to  

"Returning to Worship: Important Information"  
    

Step 2: Click here to "Pre-Register for Services"  
   

*Please note that unless you pre-register, you will not be permitted to enter 

into the Church. We cannot accommodate walk-ins at this time.  
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For questions, please email communications@saintchristopherhoc.org  

or call the church office at (770) 347-7729.  

Click here  for Online Giving Instructions  

  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Click Image for Online Givin g   
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Click image to view our parish calendar  

       

  

      

Copyright © 2021 St. Christopher Hellenic Orthodox Church, All rights reserved.   

You are receiving this email because you are a Parishioner or Friend of St. Christopher   

  

Our mailing address is:   

St. Christopher Hellenic Orthodox Church 313 

Dividend Dr.  

Ste. 210  

Peachtree City, GA 30269  

  

Add us to your address book  

   

Want to change how you receive these emails?  

You can update your preferences or unsubscribe from this list.    
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