
 
    

Pastoral Message from Fr. George Tsahakis  

   

Our choices during Great Lent matter. Opportunities to share in spiritual 

growth, reconciliation with God and each other, and investing in our eternal 

life should not be taken lightly or ignored. We learn to use our faith through 

“praxis” – practicing daily what God has commanded of His people from the 

beginning of Creation. Our selfishness prefers our will, but God’s infinite and 

divine providence desires we choose His will and seek the path of life 

leading to His eternal kingdom.  

  

Great Lent is a time for spiritual growth to God through repentance, worship, 

fasting, Bible study, service, and almsgiving. We grow through actively and 

purposely committing ourselves to invest less time “in the world” on activities 

that are not essential and choosing more time with God that leads us and 

our families to seek and use Him to guide us to overcome the obstacles and 



difficulties of life. Great Lent is a spiritual stadium. We are God’s athletes… 

through focused discipline we replace our earthly choices with eternal ones 

worthy of our calling as God’s children and His saints.  

  

Yesterday, we asked mutual forgiveness of one another. In follow-up, I share 

this magnificent sermon from my brother clergy in Christ, Fr. John Parker, 

who serves as Dean of St. Tikhon's Orthodox Theological Seminary in South 

Canaan, PA. It is modeled after St. John Chrysostom’s beautiful Homily on 

Pascha. Please reflect and use it to lead and motivate your personal and 

family decisions during our Lenten journey and Holy Week leading us to 

Holy Pascha.  

   

  

Forgiveness Sunday Homily by Fr. John Parker  

   

If anyone be devout and love God,  

Let him commence this radiant fast with joy!  

If anyone be a wise servant,  

Let him, rejoicing, enter into the school of repentance.  

   

We who have wallowed long in sin, Let 

us now begin our return.  

If anyone has strayed from the first hour, 

Let him today repent with zeal. If anyone 

has sinned from the third hour, Let him 

with gratitude embrace the fast.   

If anyone has fled God from the sixth hour, Let him 

have no misgivings about his prompt return;  

Because he shall in nowise be turned away therefore.  



If anyone has indulged the flesh since the ninth hour,  

Let him draw near, fearing God alone and trusting in His mercy.  

And if anyone has turned away only at the eleventh hour, Let him also not hesitate 

to turn back with haste.  

   

For the Lord, who is longsuffering and full of compassion and mercy, will accept the 

last even as the first.  

He restores him who repents at the first hour,  

As He does him who turns back at the eleventh.  

And He shows mercy upon the last,  

And cares for the first;  

And to the one He gives,  

And upon the other He bestows gifts.  

And He both accepts the confession,  

And welcomes the intention,  

And honors the contrite heart and rejoices in the return.  

   

Wherefore, enter all of you into the holiness of your Lord;  

Offer your repentance,  

Both the last, and likewise the first.  

You rich and poor together, repent, for today we stand outside the closed gates of 

paradise.  

You sober and you heedless, prostrate yourselves before your King! Return to 

the Lord today, both you who have sinned with knowledge and those who 

have done so in ignorance.  

   

Your pantries are full; empty them to the hungry.  

The belly enslaves us, let no one be dominated thereby.  

Enter all of you into the Great Fast;  

Stripped of heavenly wealth by sin, all draw near to God’s rich loving-kindness!  



Let no one despair in his sinfulness,  

For the Bridegroom comes at midnight.  

Weep all of you for your iniquities,  

And draw near to the life-giving Cross of our Lord.  

Let no one put confidence in the flesh,  

For the Devil has deceived us all thereby, and therewith enslaves us to sin.  

   

By turning from God, we are made captives.  

We have called good evil and evil good, and put bitter for sweet, and sweet for 

bitter.  

And Isaiah, foretelling this, did cry:  

Woe to those who put darkness for light, and light for darkness!  

   

We are embittered, for we are banned from Eden.  

We are embittered, but it is we who have mocked God.  

We are embittered, for now we shall surely die.  

We are embittered, for we have succumbed to the serpent.  

We are embittered, for we are fettered in chains.  

We partook of a fruit, and met the deceiver.  

We were entrusted with paradise, but we chose Hell.  

Our eyes were opened to see the nakedness of sin.  

   

Be pleased, O Lord, to deliver us!  

O Lord, make haste to help us!  

   

This is the acceptable time, let us repent!  

This is the day of salvation, let us crucify the passions!  

The end is at hand and destruction hangs over us!  

The end draws nigh, let us come again to our senses!  

The Kingdom of Heaven is at hand, what first-fruit shall we offer?  



Let us delay not, lest we remain dead in the grave, sold under sin!  

For God desires not the death of the sinner, but that he should turn from his 

wickedness and live!  

 

So, let us choose life, and live, for the mercy of God endures forever!  

To Him be glory and dominion Unto 

ages of ages.  Amen.  

   

Today (3/15) on the first day of Great Lent, I will be praying for the health and 

welfare of all our families during our Holy Unction Service at 5:30 p.m. During our 

40-day Lenten journey, join us in person or by video streaming each Wednesday 

and Friday evening for our Presanctified Liturgies and Salutations services. Our 

final Saturday of the Souls is this Saturday. On March 21, bring your icon for our 

outdoor procession for the Sunday of Orthodoxy. That evening, I invite you to our 

Annunciation Cathedral at 5:00 p.m. to join clergy and parishioners from all Atlanta 

Orthodox churches celebrate Pan-Orthodox Vespers.  

   

In closing, know that God is with us and together, let us journey ever closer 

to Him… today and always.  
   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

St.  Christopher is at 100 Percent Compliance for Youth Safety Training  

   

Fr. George gives a “loud shout out” to our parishioners who became certified 

youth workers according to the Greek Orthodox Archdiocese of America 

guidelines. In addition to passing background checks, they successfully 

completed online training to ensure that as they minister to our youth, they 

are aware of appropriate youth safety guidelines and youth worker 

regulations to enhance the safety and protection of our parish youth as their 

teachers and advisors for Religious Education, Joy, Hope, and Goya.  

  

Congratulations and thanks to Becky Butler, Charles Costas, Susan Kleto,  

Lydia McGee, Emilia Moraitis, Dedee Panayis, Kirk Panayis, Jackie  

Sarantis, Claudia Sliwinski, Jim Sliwinski, Angelique Soulakos, Tammy 

Soulakos, Victor Torres, Fr. George Tsahakis, Presbytera Marinda Tsahakis, 

and Katie Wilson. These 16 certified youth workers have earned our parish  

ONE HUNDRED PERCENT COMPLIANCE with the Archdiocese and 

Metropolis Youth Protection Guidelines. Thanks be to God.  

 

    



 
   

   

 



 
    

 

 

 



 

 

Reaching Out Overseas  

  

  

Judging by the information being sent out by the Orthodox Christian Mission 

Center (OCMC), it appears they are very hopeful that mission teams can go 

out in person by summer.  To assist in their efforts, Fr. George will conduct 

our next Prayer Shawl Blessing on Sunday, May 16th, on the Feast of the 

Myrrh-Bearing Women.  For the shawls to be able to assist the OCMC 

mission team, please use wool yarn for your shawls.  However, there is 

always a recipient in need of a shawl of whatever yarn they are crafted out 

of.  

  

As you begin to plan your next project, please keep the following guidelines 

in mind.  Consistency in the size and finish of the shawls is important 

because we often give multiple shawls to one organization.  We want the 

recipients to feel that their shawl was made specifically for them.  Prayer 

shawls can be either triangular or rectangular but need to be long enough to 

wrap securely around the body.  Rectangular shawls should be 24”- 30” wide 

and 68”- 72” long with fringe or some other decorative finish at each end.   

 

 

 

Triangular shawls should be 68”- 72” across the longest side, 24”- 30” to the 

point with fringe along the two short sides or some other decorative finish all 

around.  Lap blankets should be 36” - 40” on each side. Please remember 

 



also to secure your loose yarn ends in the fringe, edge finishing or item body 

so your shawl or lap blanket looks finished. Yarn color choice is also 

important as we are trying to uplift the spirits of the recipients of the shawls 

and blankets.  

  

Above all, remember to begin and end each time you work on your shawl or 

blanket with prayers.  When life is hectic or disrupted, this can add up to lots 

of prayers!!!   

  

Please contact Susan Kleto at (770) 253-8469 or sbkleto@gmail.com to either 

become a participant in this ministry, to receive yarn, to receive sew-in labels, 

to receive a Prayer Guide, or if you have any questions 

or suggestions.  

  

 



 

" I have said these things to you, that in me you may have peace. In the 

world you will have tribulation. But take heart; I have overcome the 

world." John 16:22  

  

GENERAL MEETING: MARCH 30, 7PM  Zoom Link  

  Membership Drive: March 28- April 1  

Home | St. Christopher Philoptochos (square.site)  

  

Church Clean up: March 27, 9-12  

 https://www.signupgenius.com/go/8050D4CA4A62FA4FE3-roll  

  

General Meeting: March 30, 7pm  

  

Tsoureki Sale: pickup April 25  

 Greek Easter Bread (Tsoureki) (square.site)  

 

Better brighter days are ahead!!  

Your Sister in Christ,  

Helen Psihountas  
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“Rebuild My Church” 
     

 stnicholaswtc.or g  MARCH 2021  ● Live Webcam  

    

    

 
    

Beloved Sisters and Brothers in Christ,  

The construction on our Saint Nicholas Greek Orthodox Church and National Shrine 

continues apace, and we are confident that the exterior of the Shrine will be 

complete in advance of September 11, 2021, a most significant milestone to be 

observed. Part of what makes the Shrine so important to the entirety of the World 

Trade Center is the fact that it is the only religious structure within the site. We 

must never forget that Ground Zero became like a charnel ground for thousands of 

our fellow human beings who were murdered that day, as what little remained of 

their mortal coil disappeared in the smoke and ash. It is a grief-filled and sobering 

thought, especially for those families who were denied even the chance to bury the 

remains of their loved ones. So many of the funerals in the weeks and months after 

9/11 were held for empty coffins.  
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When there is an empty tomb, it is called a cenotaph (Greek, κενοτάφιον). The 

most famous cenotaph in the world is, of course, the Anastasis in Jerusalem, the 

Holy Sepulcher. And for the Saint Nicholas Shrine, as the only House of Worship 

destroyed on 9/11, there is a sense that the rebuilt church will have some of the 

character of a cenotaph, a living place of memory carved out of stone. This is most 

appropriate, as Bishop Joachim’s article this month connects the intercessory role 

of St. Nicholas himself with a historic “refuge” (καταφύγιον) chapel appended to 

Hagia Sophia in Constantinople, to his role as a “powerful intercessor for the dead 

at the Last Judgment.”  
  

The Saint Nicholas Shrine takes on a role of cenotaph for those who perished on 

9/11, much as the Woman in the Hymn of Kassiani took on the role of a 

myrrhbearer (μυροφόρου ἀναλαβοῦσα τάξιν). The events of 9/11 and the grievous 

loss of life, with the scant remains of those who perished, bring to the Shrine a 

further purpose, one that is intensified by the intercessory nature of the Saintly 

Church Father.  
  

It is an awesome responsibility and privilege to the Greek Orthodox Community, 

that our National Shrine would serve as a cenotaph for those who would engage it 

as such. Like the ancient Martyria that were the tombs of the Holy Martyrs, the 

Shrine becomes both a repository of memory and a place of pilgrimage.  
  

And like the Holy Sepulcher in Jerusalem, the Shrine will be an affirmation of the 

Resurrection from the dead, that every person may one day say with the Prophet 

Job (19:25,26):  

For I know that my Redeemer lives, and that at 

the last He will stand upon the earth; and even 

after my body has been destroyed, yet in my 

flesh shall I see God!  

With paternal Blessings in Christ,   

  
Archbishop Elpidophoros of America  

    

    



        

Message from the Friends of St. Nicholas  
  

Dear Friends of our National Shrine,  
  

As we enter into Spring and what we pray is a return to the normalcy we knew 
before the pandemic, we, The Friends of St. Nicholas, reflect with pride on the 
year behind us.   
  

Despite the challenges of COVID-19, the rebuilding of the Church has continued 
unabated since the restart on site in August 2020. Thanks to our COO of 
Construction, Richard Browne, we remain on schedule for finishing the Shrine’s 
exterior in time for the Twentieth Commemoration of 9/11 on September 11, 
2021.  
  

The complexity of this building cannot be overstated. The combination of light, 
stone (Pentelic Marble), and glass will result in an extraordinary glow on the 
exterior at night, and an ethereal translucence on the interior during the day. 
Combined with a full scale program of traditional Byzantine Iconography executed 
by one of the masters of Mount Athos, the Saint Nicholas Shrine will be a national 
and indeed, international, focal point for our Orthodox Christian Faith. The 
iconographic program will include, in the grand tradition of Byzantine 
iconography, specific visual references to New York City and the events of 9/11, 
which will make it a unique place of Pilgrimage for the Nation and the world.  
  

We want to encourage everyone to participate to the extent they are able. This is 
a once in a lifetime opportunity to be part of history. Donations are being received 
on an ongoing basis, and every supporter’s name will be recorded digitally in 
perpetuity. Each name will be able to be searched and displayed on the interactive 
kiosk located within the Narthex, acknowledging the community that came 
together to rebuild the Church. Outside in the garden on the south side of the 
Church, there will be a magnificent granite Donor Wall to record the major donors 
who have given $100,000 or more.  
  

We are grateful to His Eminence Archbishop Elpidophoros for his leadership, and 

to all our fellow members of “Friends” for their faithfulness to this project. We 

also want to thank you for your prayers and your generosity, that are making our  



 
   

  

    

 
  

      

 
    

      

National Shrine a reality.   
  

As we draw ever closer to the completion of construction, the mission of the  
Shrine is just beginning to dawn. We know that it will be a bright and glorious day!   

Faithfully,     

  
Dennis Mehiel   

Chairman   

  
Michael Psaros   

Vice - Chairman   
  

 



   

    

  

 

 
    

 



 
  

 
    

  

Church Re-Opening Guidelines   

  

During the first phase of the re-opening of St. Christopher 

Church, a limited number of households will be permitted at 

each worship service by following two simple steps.  
    

Extra services will be offered to accommodate our St.  

Christopher Parish Family if your first choice is not available.  

    

Step 1: Click here to Read and Agree to  

"Returning to Worship: Important Information"  
    

Step 2: Click here to "Pre-Register for Services"  
   

*Please note that unless you pre-register, you will not be permitted to enter 

into the Church. We cannot accommodate walk-ins at this time.  
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For questions, please email communications@saintchristopherhoc.org  

or call the church office at (770) 347-7729.  

Click here  for Online Giving Instructions  

  

  

 

 

 

Click Image for Online Givin g   
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