
 

 
 
 

Message from Fr. George for Friday, May 14, 2021 

 

Last night His Eminence Metropolitan Alexios sent me this photo. It was taken on 

Saturday at our Diakonia Retreat Center in Salem, SC. It featured a festive one- 

mile procession around the Chapel and 14-acre freshwater lake. I am thankful six 

of our parishioners participated in it with me, my brother Clergy, and laity from 

around the Metropolis. 

 

His Eminence explained it was our first effort to imitate a time-honored practice of 

Vatopedi Monastery on Mount Athos. During Bright Week, the monastic community 

walks outside in procession with a revered icon of the Theotokos. “Of course, we 

are very imperfect, but we managed to present to our faithful how we should honor 

the Virgin Mary. It was something unknown to most, but everyone was moved, and 

they want us to continue, and we will do it for the glory and honor of Our Lady.  

Pray.” 



Having participated in the inaugural Bright Week Procession with brother 

clergy and laity from around our Atlanta Metropolis, His Eminence’s words 

inspired four thoughts that are useful for not only the Diakonia Retreat 

Center, but for every authentic parish. 

 

1. Adopt and practice time-honored traditions of our Holy Orthodox Church. 

Through active participation, we maintain our “life in Christ” as well as grow and 

help others do so as well. 

 
2. Invite our parishioners and friends to join us to learn and witness our beliefs and 

not be disappointed if we are imperfect in our heartfelt intentions to serve and 

worship our Risen Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ. 

 
3. By opening ourselves to learning and participating in traditional practices of our 

Orthodox Church, we build up the spirituality of our faithful as well as give glory 

and praise to God. 

 
 

4. In all things, pray and give thanks. “But we must always give thanks to God for 

you, brothers and sisters beloved by the Lord, because God chose you as the first 

fruits for salvation through sanctification by the Spirit and through belief in the 

truth.” (2 Thess. 2:13) 

         Christ is risen. Truly He is Risen. 
 



Reaching Out Overseas 

Judging by the information being sent out by the Orthodox Christian Mission 

Center (OCMC), it appears they are very hopeful that mission teams can go out in 

person by summer. To assist in their efforts, Fr. George will conduct our next 

Prayer Shawl Blessing on Sunday, May 16th, on the Feast of the Myrrh-Bearing 

Women. For the shawls to be able to assist the OCMC mission team, please use 

wool yarn for your shawls. However, there is always a recipient in need of a 

shawl of whatever yarn they are crafted out of. 

 
As you begin to plan your next project, please keep the following guidelines in 

mind. Consistency in the size and finish of the shawls is important because we 

often give multiple shawls to one organization. We want the recipients to feel that 

their shawl was made specifically for them. Prayer shawls can be either triangular 

or rectangular but need to be long enough to wrap securely around the body. 

Rectangular shawls should be 24”- 30” wide and 68”- 72” long with fringe or some 

other decorative finish at each end. Triangular shawls should be 68”- 72” across 

the longest side, 24”- 30” to the point with fringe along the two short sides or some 

other decorative finish all around. Lap blankets should be 36” - 40” on each side.  

 

Please remember also to secure your loose yarn ends in the fringe, edge finishing 

or item body so your shawl or lap blanket looks finished. Yarn color choice is also 

important as we are trying to uplift the spirits of the recipients of the shawls and 

blankets. 

Above all, remember to begin and end each time you work on your shawl or 

blanket with prayers. When life is hectic or disrupted, this can add up to lots of 

prayers!!! 

Please contact Susan Kleto at (770) 253-8469 or sbkleto@gmail.com to either 

become a participant in this ministry, to receive yarn, to receive sew-in labels, to 

receive a Prayer Guide, or if you have any questions or suggestions. 

 

mailto:sbkleto@gmail.com


 

 

Christ Is Risen! 

 

Susan Kleto shared a picture of some of the children from Saint Christopher 

preparing to race for the 183 Easter eggs prepared by Marian and Matt Meyerhoff 

at a Pascha Glendi. Thank you Susan. 

 
 



 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

CLICK TO VIEW LIVESTREAMING OF SCHEDULED SERVICES 
 

 

 
 

 

 

We now have a new streaming service the link is above. Please email 

Costas Soulakos at costas@soulakos.org or call him at (770)-757-3859. 

Please let him know even if it is during service if there is an issue with the live stream. 

if you are having any technical issues or experienced any since we have started the 

new sercvice please let him know. Thank you for your help in this process Costas has 

been working hard to make sure we are able to stream all our church services. 

 
 

                   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://iframe.dacast.com/live/d21517cf-1295-809b-92ea-31948e67dd8a/e6deea9b-629b-6ef4-82b0-0a19e559932c
mailto:costas@soulakos.org


                       

Saint Photios Greek Orthodox National Shrine 

2021 Drawing Competition 

Commemorating the Fall of Constantinople 

 
In conjunction with the annual commemoration of the Fall of Constantinople, the Saint 

Photios Greek Orthodox National Shrine is proud to announce its inaugural Drawing 

Competition open to children ages 9-12 of the Greek Orthodox Archdiocese of America. 

 
The annual commemoration of the Fall of Constantinople is not only a remembrance of the 

fall of the capital of the Roman Empire on May 29, 1453 by the Ottomans who finally took 

the “Queen of Cities” established by Saint Constantine the Great some eleven centuries 

earlier; rather, it is also a 

celebration of Byzantine culture and the Hellenic culture that sprang from this pivotal 

event in world history. 

 
An enduring symbol of the Imperial Capital and of the Orthodox Church is the “jewel of 

the city,” the magnificent Church of the Holy Wisdom, Haghia Sophia. Built under the 

Emperor Justinian I in Constantinople in the 

6th century, the “Great Church” was the cathedral of the Ecumenical Patriarchate until the 

Fall of the City about 900 years later when it was forcibly changed to a mosque under the 

Ottoman conquerors. After the end of the Ottoman Empire, it was converted into a museum 

at the beginning of the 20th century, though recently converted back to a mosque under the 

current leadership of modern Turkey. 

 
 

 



Participants will submit drawings of the famous Haghia Sophia, the Church 

of the Holy Wisdom, still a symbol of the vibrant faith, culture and spirit of the 

Hellenes and Ecumenical Patriarchate that continue in Constantinople, modern-day 

Istanbul, Turkey. 

 
ELIGIBILITY: 

This competition is open to all children ages 9-12 of the Greek Orthodox Archdiocese 

of America. There are no fees for participation. 

 
PRIZE: 

One grand prize of $250.00. 
 
 
DUE DATE: 

All submissions must be received at the Saint Photios Nation Shrine NO LATER THAN 

Friday, May 14, 2021 via email to: Polexeni Maouris Hillier, 

Executive Director of St. Photios National 

Shrine at phillier@stphotios.com.The Winner will be announced on May 29, 2021 during 

the annual Fall of Constantinople Commemoration (virtual) of the St. Photios National 

Shrine. All submissions will become property of the Saint Photios National Shrine. 

 
SUBMISSION REQUIREMENTS: 

 

1. One 2-dimensional drawing of Haghia Sophia, on 8 ½” by 11” paper 

(landscape/horizontal view). 

2. The following media (or combination of media) may be used: crayon, marker, 

colored pencil, water color paint. 

3. Two high-definition photographs of drawings; one of the drawing itself (alone), and 

one including the artist holding the original drawing. 

4. Contact information including artist’s name, age, home address, parish 

affiliation, and parent or guardian’s email address. 
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Opportunity for the Building Fund 

 

Did you know that you can earn money for the Building Fund by doing nothing 

more than your normal shopping on Amazon? That’s right! If you have St. 

Christopher selected as your charity organization on Amazon Smile, we receive a 

percentage of all sales made. All monies received from Amazon are earmarked for 

the Building Fund to help us get to our target goal that much faster. It is very easy 

to activate, just use the link below.smile.amazon.com. 

 
 

 

 

https://smile.amazon.com/gp/chpf/homepage/ref%3Dsmi_chpf_redirect?ie=UTF8&ein=20-8048232&ref_=smi_ext_ch_20-8048232_cl
https://smile.amazon.com/gp/chpf/homepage/ref%3Dsmi_chpf_redirect?ie=UTF8&ein=20-8048232&ref_=smi_ext_ch_20-8048232_cl
https://smile.amazon.com/gp/chpf/homepage/ref%3Dsmi_chpf_redirect?ie=UTF8&ein=20-8048232&ref_=smi_ext_ch_20-8048232_cl


 
 

 
 

 
 
 



 

 

As of 3/30/21, we no longer are required to take temperature 

checks, but of course those who are sick are asked to remain at 

home to recover and rest. 

Otherwise, we invite you to join us. 
 

Click here to "Pre-Register for Services" 
 
 

[Under Georgia law, there is no liability for an injury or death of 

an individual entering these premises if such injury or death 

results from the inherent risks of contracting COVID-19. You are 

assuming this risk by entering these premises.] 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/8050D4CA4A62FA4FE3-welcome1


 
 

 

 

 

 

Click Image for Online Giving  
 

 

For questions, please email communications@saintchristopherhoc.org 
 

or call the church office at (770) 347-7729. 
 

 

 

 

 

Click here for Online Giving Instructions 
 
 
 

https://www.eservicepayments.com/cgi-bin/Vanco_ver3.vps?appver3=wWsk24ZWJSTZKsGd1RMKlg0BDvsSG3VIWQCPJNNxD8upkiY7JlDavDsozUE7KG0nFx2NSo8LdUKGuGuF396vbYoUfLTobdYdtFTFcQ7py_CXHubq5Z7ap5JVmPErc4ZeYHCKCZhESjGNQmZ5B-6dx2nExef1vgjFCGA94_ZVJ4Q%3D&ver=3
mailto:communications@saintchristopherhoc.org
https://mcusercontent.com/24b242fbda61af617e00ee4ca/files/27a3d9e3-b273-4a8c-aa53-f76b90ab4d42/Instructions_for_Online_Giving_.pdf


 

Click image to view our parish calendar 
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