
Message from Fr. George for November 11, 2022 
 

It is with somber feelings that I 

inform you of the loss of two 

beloved relatives of our parish 

family who just fell asleep in the 

Lord. Gina Lee  Sliwinski of 

Washington, D.C., sister of Jim 

Sliwinski passed into life eternal on 

Saturday, and Dr. Bernard Le 

Mercier of Brittany, France, father of 

Isabelle Wiley passed away on 

Sunday. Each of them leaves behind 

a beautiful legacy in the hearts of 

their family. They will be deeply missed by everyone who had the privilege of 

knowing them and receiving their heartfelt love.  

We pray for God’s strength and peace of mind to Jim, Claudia, and Gina’s son, 

Michael and to Isabelle and Bill and their family as they make final arrangements 

and bid farewell to Gina and Bernard. They left this world a better place and we 

offer our deepest condolences to their bereaved families. I witness our Lord’s 

Resurrection and Ascension before departing to the place where our Lord, 

“…will wipe away every tear from their eyes; and there will no longer be any 

death; there will no longer be any mourning, or crying, or pain; for the old order 

of things has passed away…” (Rev. 21:4). 

May the Lord our God Who in His “inexpressible wisdom created man out of the 

earth, giving him form and adorning him with beauty,” give rest to the souls of 

His departed servants, Gina and Bernard in “the company of the righteous,” 

letting them be forgiven, both, “in the present age and in the age to come.” 

May their memory be eternal! Amen! 
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THIS SATURDAY & SUNDAY IS OUR METROPOLIS 

ARCHANGEL MICHAEL HONOREES WEEKEND: 
 

On Sunday, November 13, we will worship at Annunciation Cathedral, 

2500 Clairmont Road, NE, Atlanta, GA 30329. Orthros is at 8:00 a.m. and 

the Hierarchical Divine Liturgy begins at 9:30 a.m. His Eminence 

Metropolitan Alexios will recognize all Metropolis of Atlanta Archangel 

Michael Honorees, including our two parish honorees – Anna Pelky & Jim 

Sliwinski.  
 

May God grant Anna and Jim and their families good health and joy for many 

years. We value their friendship and commend them for their sacrificial 

support for our parish family. On behalf of our St. Christopher Church, I 

congratulate them and look forward to His Eminence bestowing their 

medals and certificates at the Honors Banquet this coming Saturday. +Fr. 

George 
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Consider this story about a vocalist 

who always spent a few minutes 

alone in her dressing room before a 

concert. Her maid, who locked the 

door and stood guard, has told what 

happened in those last moments of 

preparation. The singer would stand 

in the middle of the floor, her 

shoulders back, and her head up, 

draw a deep breath, strike a clear, 

vibrant note, and hold it as long as her 

breath lasted. When the overtones 

had all died away, she would look up 

and say: “Master, Who has given me 

this undeserved gift, let me ring true 

tonight.” 

When we realize what a gift God’s 

invitation to His kingdom is to us, we 

too will try our best to ring true. He 

invites us to a grand feast of worship 

every Sunday, joined by the heavenly 

angels in God’s Kingdom. When we 

come forward and receive His Precious 

Body and Blood, our lives are changed. 

Indeed, when we focus on our 

worship, prayer, and dependence 

upon God, our worship becomes alive and sincere. We leave refreshed and ready to join the 

ranks of God’s angels in serving Him and bringing about His will and salvation for those we will 

meet this week. 

In year 107 AD. St. Ignatius of Antioch, Student of John the Apostle wrote: “Wherever the 

Bishop appears, there let the people be; as wherever Jesus Christ is, there is the Catholic 

(whole or universal) Church. It is not lawful to baptize or give communion without the consent 

of the Bishop.” Join His Eminence Metropolitan Alexios, His Grace Bishop Sevastianos, Fr. 

George, Fr. Paul, Fr. Christos, Fr. Ken, Fr. Paul, and Fr. Andreas at Annunciation Cathedral this 

Sunday as we pray with our 2022 Archangel Michael Honorees and their families. 

Christ Jesus shares His love with us:  

“Abide in Me as I abide in you. Just as the branch 

cannot bear fruit by itself unless it abides in the vine, 

neither can you unless you abide in Me.” (John 15:4) 


