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Liturgical Guide for Saturday, December 24, 2022  
 

ON THIS DAY, THE EVE OF THE NATIVITY OF OUR LORD, GOD, AND SAVIOR, JESUS 

CHRIST COMMEMORATE Holy Eugenia, the Righteous Nun-Martyr of Rome (+262) 

and those with her. Through their holy intercessions, O God, have mercy on us and 

save us. Amen. 
 

Thank You for Your Understanding 
We welcome our parishioners who are attending services in person today and 

we also welcome those who are viewing our online video streaming at home. 

Let us comply with the guidelines we have provided everyone. We appreciate 

your kind understanding in following them. Fr. George is deeply appreciative to 

you and all who are assisting during worship services.  

 

http://www.atlmetropolis.org/
http://www.saintchristopherhoc.org/


Parishioners and visitors who are sick are asked to remain at home to recover 

and rest. We strongly encourage all parishioners who visit to resume wearing 

masks to slow the spread of the Delta variant in response to His Eminence 

Metropolitan Alexios' request to our Clergy and Parish Councils to do so. 

 

Please consider that only baptized and chrismated Orthodox Christians in 

canonical good standing may approach for Holy Communion. All are invited to 

partake of the Antidoron ("instead of the gifts") distributed at the conclusion of 

today’s Divine Liturgy. 

 

SPECIAL HYMNS SUNG BEFORE/AFTER SMALL ENTRANCE 
 

 

1./2./3. Hymn for Eve of the Nativity of Christ – (not in Hymnal): 

It is sung at the end of the Great Doxology and before and after the Small Entrance: As she 

carried in her womb what she conceived without seed, Mary went to 

Bethlehem with elder Joseph to enroll, for they were of the house and the 

lineage of David The time arrived for her to give birth to her Child; but then 

there was no place in the inn for them. Therefore, the grotto served as a 

luxurious royal palace for the Queen. And Christ the Lord is born, to raise the 

image which was formerly fallen. 
 

4. Hymn Commemorating St. Christopher – (see handout): 

It is sung after the Small Entrance. Made comely with garments woven from your 

venerable blood, you stand before the Lord, the King of Heaven and earth, O 

famed Martyr Christopher. With the choirs of Angels and the Martyrs you 

chant, singing the thrice-holy hymn and most awesome praises. Thus, by your 

intercessions with God, save us, your servants. 
 

5. Kontakion – Preparation for the Nativity – (Hymnal-pp.240-243): 

It is sung after the Small Entrance: Today the Virgin goes forth, making her 

way to a cave where from her, ineffably, God the eternal Word will be born. 

Let the world be filled with joy, hearing these tidings. Joining the angels and 

shepherds, let us give glory to Him who is God from all ages, yet wills to be 

seen as a little child. 

https://12343.sites.sheenomo.com/news/concerning-masks-in-our-parishes-august-19
https://12343.sites.sheenomo.com/news/concerning-masks-in-our-parishes-august-19


 

6. Communion Hymn – (not in Hymnal): 

On the occasion of today’s forefeast, the following hymn is sung instead 

of “Aineite” or “Praise the Lord”: “Blessed are those whom You have 

chosen and received, O Lord. Their memorial abides from generation to 

generation. Alleluia (3).” 
 

SCRIPTURAL PASSAGES FROM TODAY'S DIVINE LITURGY 
 

The Scriptures were not given us for this only, that we might have them in books, 

but that we might engrave them on our hearts.    – St. John Chrysostom 

 

Epistle Reading During Divine Liturgy (Gal. 3:8-12) 
8And the scripture, foreseeing that God would justify the Gentiles by faith, 

declared the gospel beforehand to Abraham, saying, “All the Gentiles shall be 

blessed in you.” 9For this reason, those who believe are blessed with 

Abraham who believed. 10For all who rely on the works of the law are under a 

curse; for it is written, “Cursed is everyone who does not observe and obey 

all the things written in the book of the law.” 11Now it is evident that no one is 

justified before God by the law; for “The one who is righteous will live by 

faith.” 12But the law does not rest on faith; on the contrary, “Whoever does 

the works of the law will live by them.” 

 

Gospel Reading During Divine Liturgy (Luke 13:19-29) 

It is like a mustard seed that someone took and sowed in the garden; it grew 

and became a tree, and the birds of the air made nests in its branches.” And 

again he said, “To what should I compare the kingdom of God? It is like yeast 

that a woman took and mixed in with three measures of flour until all of it was 

leavened.” Jesus went through one town and village after another, teaching 

as He made His way to Jerusalem. Someone asked Him, “Lord, will only a 

few be saved?” He said to them, “Strive to enter through the narrow door; for 

many, I tell you, will try to enter and will not be able. When once the owner of 



the house has got up and shut the door, and you begin to stand outside and to 

knock at the door, saying, ‘Lord, open to us,’ then in reply he will say to you, 

‘I do not know where you come from.’ Then you will begin to say, ‘We ate and 

drank with you, and you taught in our streets.’ But he will say, ‘I do not know 

where you come from; go away from me, all you evildoers!’ There will be 

weeping and gnashing of teeth when you see Abraham and Isaac and Jacob 

and all the prophets in the kingdom of God, and you yourselves thrown out. 

Then people will come from east and west, from north and south, and will eat 

in the kingdom of God.  

 

MEMORY VERSE (TRY TO COMMIT TO MEMORY): 
 

“You will have joy and gladness, and many will rejoice at His birth, for 

He will be great in the sight of the Lord.”            (Luke 1:14-15) 

 
 

"Follow" & "Like" our new Facebook page. Be sure to       

check our status for updates and photos.  

 

On this the 20th Eve of the Nativity of our Lord at our St. Christopher’s parish community, 

we continue to thank each of you for your presence and support. Although it may seem 

like we are just a handful of men, women and children, if we commit ourselves to serving 

our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ, we will experience the miracle of growth as the Holy 

Spirit brings others into His service to help us build His new church in the Peachtree City, 

Georgia area for the glory of God! 

COMMUNITY SCHEDULE 

 

Saturday, December 24 (Eve of the Nativity of Christ): 
8:00 a.m.    Orthros 
9:00 a.m.    Divine Liturgy of St. John Chrysostom 

 

Your continued support and mutual encouragement are essential and appreciated! 

https://www.facebook.com/pages/St-Christopher-Hellenic-Orthodox-Church/373678099332029?rf=168609899820640

