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Liturgical Guide for Sunday, July 24, 2022 
 

ON THIS DAY, THE SIXTH SUNDAY OF ST. MATTHEW 

WE COMMEMORATE Christina the Great Martyr of 

Tyre; Athenagoras the Apologist; Boris and Gleb, the 

Passion-Bearers; Kapiton, Hymenaos, and 

Hermogenes, the Martyrs; and Theophilos the New 

Martyr of Zakynthos. Through their holy intercessions, 

O God, have mercy on us and save us. Amen. 

 

http://www.atlmetropolis.org/
http://www.saintchristopherhoc.org/


Thank You for Your Understanding 
 

We welcome our parishioners who are attending services in person today 

and we also welcome those who are viewing our online video streaming at 

home. According to new CDC guidelines, indoor mask mandates are being 

relaxed for those areas of the US where hospitals are not greatly impacted 

by COVID-19 cases. In response, His Eminence Metropolitan Alexios on 

March 2nd wrote to the Metropolis of Atlanta faithful offering His 

guidance. Please read it by clicking here.  

 

As before, those who continue to wear masks have every right to do so, 

whether or not our parish falls into a low or medium risk area. Whether 

others continue to wear masks for the sake of their friends or family, or 

even out of caution for their own health, their decisions should be 

respected as demonstrations of Christ-like love. May our collective 

intercessions to our Creator help to bring a spirit of healing and peace to 

our world. 

 

Please consider that only baptized and chrismated Orthodox Christians in 

canonical good standing may approach for Holy Communion. All are 

invited to partake of the Antidoron ("instead of the gifts") distributed at the 

conclusion of today’s Divine Liturgy. 

 
 

SPECIAL HYMNS SUNG BEFORE/AFTER SMALL ENTRANCE 
 

1./2. Resurrectional Hymn (Plagal of the 1st Tone) – (Hymnal-pp.114-117): 

It is sung before and after the Small Entrance: To the Word, co-eternal with the 

Father and the Spirit, born of the Virgin for our salvation, let us, the 

faithful, give praise and worship. For He willed to be lifted up on the 

Cross in the flesh, to endure death and raise the dead by His glorious 

resurrection. 

 

 

https://12343.sites.sheenomo.com/news/on-recent-changes-to-mask-mandates-march-2022


3. Hymn Commemorating St. Christina – (see handout): 

It is sung after the Small Entrance. Your maiden Martyr, like a lamb, cries out, "O 

Jesus, for You, my pure Bridegroom, I long; and seeking You I compete; 

and I am crucified and buried with You in Your baptism. I suffer for 

Your sake, that I may reign with You. I die for You that I may also live 

in You. Accept me as an unblemished sacrifice as I offer myself to You 

with love." At her entreaties and intercessions, save our souls, O 

Merciful Lord. 

 

4. Hymn Commemorating St. Christopher – (see handout): 

It is sung after the Small Entrance. Made comely with garments woven from your 

venerable blood, you stand before the Lord, the King of Heaven and 

earth, O famed Martyr Christopher. With the choirs of Angels and the 

Martyrs you chant, singing the thrice-holy hymn and most awesome 

praises. Thus, by your intercessions with God, save us, your servants. 
 

5. Kontakion – (Hymnal-pp.224-227): 

It is sung after the Small Entrance: O unfailing protection of Christians, and our 

faithful advocate before the Creator: though we are sinners, do not ignore 

our entreaty; but in your goodness, grant your timely help to us who 

appeal to you in faith. Quickly make intercession; on our behalf make 

speedy supplication, O Theotokos, for you always protect those who 

honor you. 

 
SCRIPTURAL PASSAGES FROM TODAY'S ORTHROS & DIVINE LITURGY 

 

The Scriptures were not given us for this only, that we might have them in books, but 

that we might engrave them on our hearts.               – St. John Chrysostom 

 

Gospel Reading During Orthros Service (Luke 24:36-53) 

While they were talking about this, Jesus Himself stood among them and 

said to them, "Peace be with you." They were startled and terrified, and 

thought that they were seeing a ghost. He said to them, "Why are you 



frightened, and why do doubts arise in your hearts? Look at My hands 

and My feet; see that it is I Myself. Touch Me and see; for a ghost does 

not have flesh and bones as you see that I have." And when He had said 

this, He showed them His hands and His feet. While in their joy they 

were disbelieving and still wondering, He said to them, "Have you 

anything here to eat?" They gave Him a piece of broiled fish, and He 

took it and ate in their presence. Then He said to them, "These are My 

words that I spoke to you while I was still with you—that everything 

written about Me in the law of Moses, the prophets, and the psalms must 

be fulfilled." Then He opened their minds to understand the scriptures, 

and He said to them, "Thus it is written, that the Messiah is to suffer and 

to rise from the dead on the third day, and that repentance and 

forgiveness of sins is to be proclaimed in His name to all nations, 

beginning from Jerusalem. You are witnesses of these things. And see, I 

am sending upon you what my Father promised; so stay here in the city 

until you have been clothed with power from on high." Then He led them 

out as far as Bethany, and, lifting up His hands, He blessed them. While 

He was blessing them, He withdrew from them and was carried up into 

heaven. And they worshiped Him, and returned to Jerusalem with great 

joy; and they were continually in the temple blessing God. 
 

Epistle Reading (Romans 12:6-14) 
6We have gifts that differ according to the grace given to us: prophecy, 

in proportion to faith; 7ministry, in ministering; the teacher, in teaching; 
8the exhorter, in exhortation; the giver, in generosity; the leader, in 

diligence; the compassionate, in cheerfulness. 9Let love be genuine; hate 

what is evil, hold fast to what is good; 10love one another with mutual 

affection; outdo one another in showing honor. 11Do not lag in zeal, be 

ardent in spirit, serve the Lord. 12Rejoice in hope, be patient in suffering, 

persevere in prayer. 13Contribute to the needs of the saints; extend 

hospitality to strangers. 14Bless those who persecute you; bless and do 

not curse them.  



Gospel Reading (Matthew 9:1-8) 

9And after getting into a boat He crossed the sea and came to His own 

town. 2And just then some people were carrying a paralyzed man lying 

on a bed. When Jesus saw their faith, He said to the paralytic, “Take 

heart, son; your sins are forgiven.” 3Then some of the scribes said to 

themselves, “This man is blaspheming.” 4But Jesus, perceiving their 

thoughts, said, “Why do you think evil in your hearts? 5For which is 

easier, to say, ‘Your sins are forgiven,’ or to say, ‘Stand up and walk’? 
6But so that you may know that the Son of Man has authority on earth to 

forgive sins” —He then said to the paralytic—‘stand up, take your bed 

and go to your home.” 7And he stood up and went to his home. 8When 

the crowds saw it, they were filled with awe, and they glorified God, who 

had given such authority to human beings. 
 

THIS WEEK’S MEMORY VERSE (TRY TO COMMIT TO MEMORY): 
 

“So, whether you eat or drink, or whatever you do, do 
everything for the glory of God.”    

                                                                     (1 Cor. 10:31)  

 

PASTORAL REFLECTION FROM FR. GEORGE: 
 

Every day we rub shoulders with people who do not accept Jesus 

Christ as their Lord, God, and Savior. This week, may we ask God 

to fill us with the longing, “I wish you knew my Savior, Jesus 

Christ.” Then, we will become instruments in God's hand . . . to 

introduce Christ to those who do not know Him. If your 

Christianity is worth having, it's worth sharing. 



 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Fr. George and our St. Christopher Church family extend our 

deepest condolences to the family of Mary Quinn who fell 

asleep in the Lord on Wednesday, July 20th. She is survived 

by her husband, Daniel and their two sons Chris and Greg. 

Mary supported the early years of our mission parish and 

served on our first Philoptochos Board. She will be missed 

by many. Let us join to pray for God’s strength and peace 

for her family mourning her loss. May her memory be 

eternal!    

Fr. George will offer her funeral on Monday, July 25th, at 

11:00 a.m. at St. Christopher Church. The family will receive 



friends from 10:00 a.m. – 11:00 a.m. at the church. Our 

Philoptochos Society will offer a Makaria luncheon in loving 

memory of Mary following her interment at Westminster 

Memorial Gardens.  

 

“For You are the resurrection, the life, and the 

repose of Your departed servant, Mary, Christ our 

God, and to You we offer glory, with Your eternal 

Father who is without beginning and Your all-holy, 

good, and life-creating Spirit, now and forever and 

to the ages of ages. Amen.” 

 

Since Monday is the Feast of the Dormition of St. Anna, 

Mother of the Theotokos, Fr. George will offer Divine 

Liturgy early Monday morning at 8:00 a.m. In her life, Mary 

Quinn was given the name of the Theotokos by her parents, 

Christy & Lillian Spero of blessed memory. What a blessing 

to remember Anna – the mother of Mary’s Patron Saint – 

before her funeral service on Monday at 11:00 a.m. 

 
- Fr. George Tsahakis, July 21, 2022 

 



 



 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

"Follow" & Like" our Facebook page. Check for updates and photos.  

On this the 915th Sunday of our St. Christopher’s parish community, we continue to thank each 
of you for your presence and support. Although it may seem like we are just a handful of men, 
women, and children, if we commit ourselves to serving our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ, we 
will experience the miracle of growth as the Holy Spirit brings others into His service to help us 
build His new church in the Peachtree City, Georgia, area for the glory of God! 

COMMUNITY SCHEDULE  (CHECK WEB CALENDAR FOR MORE…) 
 

Sunday, July 24 (Sixth Sunday of St. Matthew):  

          7:45 a.m.     Orthros Service 

  9:00 a.m.     Divine Liturgy & Golf Classic Brief Update 
 

Your continued support and mutual encouragement are essential and appreciated! 
 
 
 
 

https://www.facebook.com/pages/St-Christopher-Hellenic-Orthodox-Church/373678099332029?rf=168609899820640


Tomorrow, on the 25th of July, we commemorate the Dormition of St. Anna, Mother of the Theotokos. 
The following account of her life is reprinted from www.johnsanidopoulos.com.     +Fr. George Tsahakis 
 

St. Anna was the grandmother according to the flesh of our 

Lord Jesus Christ, was from the tribe of Levi, and the 

daughter of Mathan the priest and his wife Maria. Mathan 

served as a priest during the reign of Cleopatra, before the 

reign of Herod the son of Antipas. He had three daughters: 

Maria, Sobe and Anna. Maria was married in Bethlehem and 

gave birth to Salome the midwife. Sobe also was married in 

Bethlehem and gave birth to Elizabeth. Anna was married in 

Galilee and gave birth to Mary the Theotokos. Thus Salome, 

Elizabeth and Mary the Theotokos were the daughters of 

three sisters, and first cousins between them.* Saint Anna 

therefore, having given birth to Mary the Theotokos, who 

established the salvation of the entire world, and after she 

had suckled her, dedicated her to the Temple of God, as a 

clean and pure gift. After passing her life in fasting and 

prayer and giving alms to the poor, she departed to the Lord 

in peace.** Her Synaxis and Feast is celebrated in the so-

called Deuteron.*** 
 

Icon depicts Christ's maternal lineage: Maria, Anna, Mary the Theotokos & our Lord Jesus Christ 
 

Notes: 
 

* This is why our Lord Jesus Christ, according to His human nature, and Saint John the Forerunner are second 
cousins. 
 
** According to tradition, Saint Anna was 79 years old at her repose, which was prior to the Annunciation to the 
Theotokos by the Archangel Gabriel. 
 
*** During the reign of Emperor Justinian (527-565), a church was built in her honor at Deuteron in 
Constantinople. Emperor Justinian II (685-695; 705-711) restored her church, since Saint Anna had appeared to his 
pregnant wife. It was at this time that her body and omophorion (veil) were transferred to Constantinople. 
 
Portions of Saint Anna’s holy relics may be found on Mount Athos: Stavronikita Monastery (part of her left hand), 
Saint Anna’s Skete (part of her incorrupt left foot), Koutloumousiou Monastery (part of her incorrupt right foot). 
Fragments of her relics may also be found in her Monastery at Lygaria, Lamia, and in the Monastery of Saint John 
the Theologian at Souroti. Part of the Saint’s incorrupt flesh is in the collection of saints’ relics of the International 
Catholic Crusaders. The Church of Saint Paul Outside the Walls in Rome has one of the Saint’s wrists. 

http://www.johnsanidopoulos.com/

