
Message from Fr. George for July 22, 2022 

Prisoners Among Us 

In Sunday’s Gospel, Jesus called His followers to be the “light of the world” (Matthew 
5:14) and I chose the following parable for further reflection. 

Imagine walking in the forest and seeing four 
men chained to trees in the darkened 
woods. These prisoners appear to be hungry, 
heartsick, and discouraged. 

Now, visualize yourself springing to their 
rescue…. Indeed, you possess the means to 
free them. You realize you know the 
combination to their locks which bind 
together their chains, and you now call upon your talents to set the prisoners free. 

You unlock the chains of  the first man, and then he goes to the second man and frees 
him. In turn, the second man cares for the third man, but to his dismay, the third man 
fails to be able to loosen the bonds of the fourth captive. 

Sadly, the fourth prisoner is left in chains 
with the combination to his lock unknown. 

Upon your return home, everyone rejoices at 
your heroic rescue, but deep inside, you 
remain unsatisfied that the fourth man 
continued to be a prisoner. 

Now let’s ask several questions: Why were 
these men prisoners? Who had chained 

them? What had brought them freedom from bondage? 

The first man’s chains were caused by terror of God, and up until his release, he had 
sought to deny any religion or any relationship to God. The sins of fear and doubt kept 
him chained in the forest of hate and ignorance. 

The second man’s chains were made up of prejudice, and he thought himself superior to 
those of another color or race. He was imprisoned in the forest of hate and ignorance. 
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The third man was chained with a self-righteous attitude, thinking he could do no 
wrong, that he was superior to others, and he didn’t need to offer mercy. He was lost 
through his self-imposed loneliness and chained in the forest of hate and ignorance. 

As the rescuer of these three men, let me recap 
how positively you offered to them God’s Light 
as the means to set these prisoners free. In 
speaking with the first prisoner, you offered him 
the encouragement found in John 3:16: “For God 
so loved the world that He gave His only Son, so 
that everyone who believes in Him may not 
perish but may have eternal life.” With the 
second captive, you witnessed to him the testimony found in Acts 17:24-26: “The God 
who made the world and everything in it, He who is Lord of heaven and earth, …From 
one ancestor He made all nations to inhabit the whole earth...” And your choice of Holy 
Scripture to free the third prisoner was St. Paul’s counsel in 1 Corinthians 8:8: “Food will 
not bring us close to God.” We are no worse off if we do not eat, and no better off if we 
do.” 

You and for that matter, others, cannot liberate 
the fourth prisoner from his chains and home in 
darkness, for he has no faith, and he continues to 
not believe you, me, or God.  

For those reading this parable, let me ask, “Have 
you any chains? Are you in a forest? Would you 
like to see God’s light to free you from your 
darkness and bondage and live life as God 
intended for all of us?” 

If the answer is yes, focus your daily plans to read God’s Word and use it to reflect the 
light of Christ with love, compassion, and grace. Unite yourself to Him in love, prayer, 
the Eucharistic life, and service to one another and all the world. Using our thoughts and 
actions, our Lord is calling us to reflect the light of His love to each other. Through 
serving one another, we love God and shine His light, love, and grace to the world. 
Amen. 

“For this purpose, He called you through our proclamation of the good news, so that 
you may obtain the glory of our Lord Jesus Christ.” (2 Thessalonians 2:14) 


