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Liturgical Guide for Saturday, September 17, 2022 
ON THIS DAY, we commemorate Saint Sophia, and her three 

daughters, Faith, Hope & Love, and Herakleides & Myron, Bishops 

of Crete. Through their holy intercessions, O God, have mercy on 

us and save us. Amen. 
 

Thank You for Your Understanding 
 

We welcome our parishioners who are attending services in person today and we also 

welcome those who are viewing our online video streaming at home. According to 

new CDC guidelines, indoor mask mandates are being relaxed for those areas of the 

US where hospitals are not greatly impacted by COVID-19 cases. In response, His 

Eminence Metropolitan Alexios on March 2nd wrote to the Metropolis of Atlanta 

faithful offering His guidance. Please read it by clicking here.  

 

http://www.atlmetropolis.org/
http://www.saintchristopherhoc.org/
https://12343.sites.sheenomo.com/news/on-recent-changes-to-mask-mandates-march-2022


As before, those who continue to wear masks have every right to do so, whether or 

not our parish falls into a low or medium risk area. Whether others continue to wear 

masks for the sake of their friends or family, or even out of caution for their own 

health, their decisions should be respected as demonstrations of Christ-like love. May 

our collective intercessions to our Creator help to bring a spirit of healing and peace 

to our world. 

 

Please consider that only baptized and chrismated Orthodox Christians in canonical 

good standing may approach for Holy Communion. All are invited to partake of the 

Antidoron ("instead of the gifts") distributed at the conclusion of today’s Divine 

Liturgy. 

 

SPECIAL HYMNS SUNG BEFORE/AFTER SMALL ENTRANCE 
 

1. 2nd Antiphon Hymn Commemorating the Holy Cross – (Hymnal-p. 28): 

This hymn replaces hymn on pgs. 28-29. Save us, O Son of God, Who was crucified 

in the flesh, as we sing to you, Alleluia.  
 

2./4. Hymn for Feast of the Holy Cross – (Hymnal-pp.180-181): 

This hymn, "Save, O Lord" – is sung before and after the Small Entrance, and at 

the end of the service instead of “We have seen the light”. It is sung during 

today's Elevation of the Holy Cross and also on the occasion of the Veneration of 

the Holy Cross on the Third Sunday of Great Lent. Save, O Lord Your people and 

bless Your inheritance. Give victory to those who battle evil and protect us all by 

Your Holy Cross. 

 

3. Hymn for Ss. Sophia, Faith, Hope, & Love - (not in Hymnal): 

It is sung after the Small Entrance. The Church celebrates and rejoices in the feast 

of the three daughters: Faith, Hope, and Love and their mother Sophia, named for 

her wisdom: for in them she gave birth to the three godly virtues. Now they 

eternally behold their bridegroom, God the Word. Let us rejoice spiritually in their 

memory and cry: O our three Heavenly Protectors, establish, confirm and 

strengthen us in Faith, Hope and Love. 

 

5. Hymn Commemorating St. Christopher – (see handout): 

It is sung after the Small Entrance. Made comely with garments woven from your 

venerable blood, you stand before the Lord, the King of Heaven and earth, O famed 



Martyr Christopher. With the choirs of Angels and the Martyrs you chant, singing 

the thrice-holy hymn and most awesome praises. Thus, by your intercessions with 

God, save us, your servants. 

 

6. Kontakion for the Feast of the Holy Cross – (Hymnal-pp.232-235): 

It is sung after the Small Entrance. Bestow Your mercies on the people called by 

Your Name, Christ God, Who freely let Yourself be raised on the Cross. To all who 

battle evil give joy in Your power, by gracing them with victory over every foe, for 

having You as their ally they possess a weapon of peace, an invincible trophy of 

victory.  
 

SCRIPTURAL PASSAGES FROM TODAY'S DIVINE LITURGY 
 

The Scriptures were not given us for this only, that we might have them in books, but that we 

might engrave them on our hearts.               – St. John Chrysostom 

 

Epistle Reading During Divine Liturgy (1 Cor. 1:26-31; 2:1-5) 
26Consider your own call, brothers and sisters: not many of you were 

wise by human standards, not many were powerful, not many were of 

noble birth. 27But God chose what is foolish in the world to shame the 

wise; God chose what is weak in the world to shame the strong; 28God 

chose what is low and despised in the world, things that are not, to 

reduce to nothing things that are, 29so that no one might boast in the 

presence of God. 30He is the source of your life in Christ Jesus, Who 

became for us wisdom from God, and righteousness and sanctification 

and redemption, 31in order that, as it is written, “Let the one who boasts, 

boast in the Lord.” 2When I came to you, brothers and sisters, I did not 

come proclaiming the mystery of God to you in lofty words or wisdom. 
2For I decided to know nothing among you except Jesus Christ, and Him 

crucified. 3And I came to you in weakness and in fear and in much 

trembling. 4My speech and my proclamation were not with plausible 

words of wisdom, but with a demonstration of the Spirit and of power, 
5so that your faith might rest not on human wisdom but on the power of 

God.  



Gospel Reading During Divine Liturgy (John 8:21-30) 

Again He said to them, “I am going away, and you will search for Me, 

but you will die in your sin. Where I am going, you cannot come.” Then 

the Jews said, “Is He going to kill himself? Is that what He means by 

saying, ‘Where I am going, you cannot come’?” He said to them, “You 

are from below, I am from above; you are of this world, I am not of this 

world. I told you that you would die in your sins, for you will die in your 

sins unless you believe that I am He.” They said to Him, “Who are 

you?” Jesus said to them, “Why do I speak to you at all? I have much to 

say about you and much to condemn; but the one who sent Me is true, 

and I declare to the world what I have heard from Him.” They did not 

understand that He was speaking to them about the Father. So Jesus 

said, “When you have lifted up the Son of Man, then you will realize that 

I am He, and that I do nothing on My own, but I speak these things as the 

Father instructed Me. And the One Who sent Me is with Me; He has not 

left Me alone, for I always do what is pleasing to Him.” As He was 

saying these things, many believed in Him. 

 
On this our Nineteenth Feast of Saints Sophia, Faith, Hope, & Love at our St. 

Christopher’s parish community, we continue to thank each of you for your presence and 

support. Although it may seem like we are just a handful of men, women and children, if 

we commit ourselves to serving our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ, we will experience the 

miracle of growth as the Holy Spirit brings others into His service to help us build His 

new church in the Peachtree City, Georgia area for the glory of God! 
 

"Follow" & "Like" our Facebook page. Be sure to check our status for updates and 

photos. 

 

COMMUNITY WORSHIP SCHEDULE 
 

Saturday, September 17 (Feast of Saints Sophia, & her three daughters, Faith, Hope & Love): 

    8:00 am   Divine Liturgy 
 

    9:00 am   Philoptochos Pastry Sale Rolling of Spanakopita   
 

Your continued support and mutual encouragement are essential and appreciated! 

https://www.facebook.com/pages/St-Christopher-Hellenic-Orthodox-Church/373678099332029?rf=168609899820640

