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Liturgical Guide for Saturday, January 28, 2023  
 

ON THIS DAY, WE COMMEMORATE Ephraim the Syrian; Isaac the Syrian, Bishop of 

Ninevah; James the Righteous; Palladios the Hermit of Antioch; Theodosius of 

Totma; and Grace the Martyr . Through their holy intercessions, O God, have mercy 

on us and save us. Amen.  
 

Thank You for Your Understanding 
 

We welcome our parishioners who are attending services in person today and we also 

welcome those who are viewing our online video streaming at home. Let us comply 

with the guidelines we have provided everyone. We appreciate your kind 

understanding in following them. Fr. George is deeply appreciative to you and all who 

are assisting during worship services.  

 

Parishioners and visitors who are sick are asked to remain at home to recover and rest. 

We strongly encourage all parishioners who visit to resume wearing masks to slow the 

http://www.atlmetropolis.org/
http://www.saintchristopherhoc.org/


spread of the Delta variant in response to His Eminence Metropolitan Alexios' request 

to our Clergy and Parish Councils to do so. 

 

Please consider that only baptized and chrismated Orthodox Christians in canonical 

good standing may approach for Holy Communion. All are invited to partake of the 

Antidoron ("instead of the gifts") distributed at the conclusion of today’s Divine 

Liturgy. 
 

SPECIAL HYMNS SUNG BEFORE/AFTER SMALL ENTRANCE 
 

1./2. Hymn of St. Ephraim – (not in Hymnal): 

This hymn is sung before and after the Small Entrance: With the rivers of your 

tears you made the barren desert bloom; and with your sighs from deep within, 

you made your labors bear their fruits a hundredfold; and you became a star, 

illuminating the world by your miracles, O Ephrem, our devout father. Intercede 

with Christ our God, for the salvation of our souls. 

 

3. Hymn Commemorating St. Christopher – (see music distributed): 

It is sung after the Small Entrance: Made comely with garments woven from 

your venerable blood, you stand before the Lord, the King of Heaven and earth, 

O famed Martyr Christopher. With the choirs of Angels and the Martyrs you 

chant, singing the thrice-holy hymn and most awesome praises. Thus, by your 

intercessions with God, save us, your servants. 

 

4. Kontakion of the Presentation of the Lord – (Hymnal-pp.250-253): 

It is sung after the Small Entrance: For our salvation You took flesh and You sanctified 

the Virgin’s womb; You blessed the aged Simeon as You lay resting in his arms; 

and having come to save us all, O Christ our God, to these troubled times, bring 

Your lasting peace. Give strong and undaunted faith to all Your people, O only 

lover of mankind. 

 

5. Special Hymn instead of Trisagion Hymn – (Hymnal-pp.292-293): 

On the occasion of today’s baptism, we sing the following hymn instead 

of the Trisagion hymn: “As many of you as have been baptized into 

Christ have clothed yourselves in Christ. Alleluia. (3)” 
 

https://12343.sites.sheenomo.com/news/concerning-masks-in-our-parishes-august-19
https://12343.sites.sheenomo.com/news/concerning-masks-in-our-parishes-august-19


SCRIPTURAL PASSAGES FROM TODAY'S ORTHROS & DIVINE LITURGY 

The Scriptures were not given us for this only, that we might have 

them in books, but that we might engrave them on our hearts.               

– St. John Chrysostom 

 
Special Epistle Reading for Today’s Baptism (Rom. 6:3-11) 
3Do you not know that all of us who have been baptized into Christ Jesus were 

baptized into His death? 4Therefore we have been buried with Him by baptism 

into death, so that, just as Christ was raised from the dead by the glory of the 

Father, so we too might walk in newness of life. 5For if we have been united with 

Him in a death like His, we will certainly be united with Him in a resurrection like 

His. 6We know that our old self was crucified with Him so that the body of sin 

might be destroyed, and we might no longer be enslaved to sin. 7For whoever has 

died is freed from sin. 8But if we have died with Christ, we believe that we will 

also live with Him. 9We know that Christ, being raised from the dead, will never 

die again; death no longer has dominion over Him. 10The death He died, He died 

to sin, once for all; but the life He lives, He lives to God. 11So you also must 

consider yourselves dead to sin and alive to God in Christ Jesus. 

 

Special Gospel Reading for Today’s Baptism (Mt. 28:16-20) 

Now the eleven disciples went to Galilee, to the mountain to which Jesus had 

directed them. When they saw Him, they worshiped Him; but some doubted. And 

Jesus came and said to them, "All authority in heaven and on earth has been 

given to Me. Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the 

name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to 

obey everything that I have commanded you. And remember, I am with you 

always, to the end of the age." Amen. 

 

Regular Epistle Reading During Divine Liturgy (Galatians 5:22-26; 6:1-2) 

22By contrast, the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, 

generosity, faithfulness, 23gentleness, and self-control. There is no law against 

such things. 24And those who belong to Christ Jesus have crucified the flesh with 



its passions and desires. 25If we live by the Spirit, let us also be guided by the 

Spirit. 26Let us not become conceited, competing against one another, envying one 

another. 6My friends, if anyone is detected in a transgression, you who have 

received the Spirit should restore such a one in a spirit of gentleness. Take care 

that you yourselves are not tempted. 2Bear one another’s burdens, and in this way 

you will fulfill the law of Christ.  

 

Regular Gospel Reading During Divine Liturgy (Luke 6:17-23) 

17He came down with them and stood on a level place, with a great crowd of His 

disciples and a great multitude of people from all Judea, Jerusalem, and the coast 

of Tyre and Sidon. 18They had come to hear Him and to be healed of their 

diseases; and those who were troubled with unclean spirits were cured. 19And all 

in the crowd were trying to touch Him, for power came out from Him and healed 

all of them. 20Then He looked up at His disciples and said: “Blessed are you who 

are poor, for yours is the kingdom of God. 21“Blessed are you who are hungry 

now, for you will be filled. “Blessed are you who weep now, for you will laugh. 
22“Blessed are you when people hate you, and when they exclude you, revile you, 

and defame you on account of the Son of Man. 23Rejoice in that day and leap for 

joy, for surely your reward is great in heaven; for that is what their ancestors did 

to the prophets.  
 

"Follow" & "Like" our Facebook page. Be sure to check our status for updates 

and photos.  

And on this 20th remembrance of St. Ephraim of our St. Christopher’s parish community, we 

continue to thank each of you for your presence and support. Although it may seem like we are just 

a handful of men, women and children, if we commit ourselves to serving our Lord and Savior, 

Jesus Christ, we will experience the miracle of growth as the Holy Spirit brings others into His 

service to help us build His new church in the Peachtree City, Georgia area for the glory of God! 

COMMUNITY SCHEDULE  (CHECK WEB CALENDAR FOR MORE…) 
 

  Saturday, January 28 (St. Ephraim the Syrian & Baptism): 

  8:45 a.m.   Divine Liturgy & Sacrament of Baptism    
 

 

Your continued support and mutual encouragement are essential and appreciated! 

https://www.facebook.com/pages/St-Christopher-Hellenic-Orthodox-Church/373678099332029?rf=168609899820640

