
 

 

Message from Fr. George for January 13, 2023 
 

 
 

It is our hope and desire that the Holy Water blessed this year may be for 

the sanctification of those who receive it. May their souls be cleansed of 

their sins, and may their bodies be protected from every disease. May they 

be enlightened with the knowledge of the true God. Also, may the Holy 

Water protect Christians from all the actions of Satan, and may their 

homes be blessed and sanctified. May the Divine Light of Christ fully 

manifested in Glory guide the entire course of our lives. Amen. (from 

Archdiocese Department of Religious Education) 
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Lord, benevolent and all powerful, we pray that You bless our beautifully wooded 

property and our collective efforts to plan and build a permanent Orthodox Church 

on it. We glorify You, the Giver of our blessings, praying that You guide the 

spiritual understanding of our souls through the intercession of the glorious 

Champions of the Faith. We ask you to establish our parish family and its church 

forever as You have shown by the harmony of the heavens above and the beauty 

of the Holy Tabernacle of Your Glory below. Accept our prayers which are 

continuously addressed to You. For You are a merciful God Who loves mankind and 

to You we ascribe glory, to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit, now 

and ever and unto the ages of ages. Amen. 
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Every January our parishioners, inspired and led by our exemplary 

Philoptochos Society gather to share fellowship, food, and fun times raising 

money for St. Basil’s Academy in Garrison, NY. Saint Basil Academy seeks to 

support relational growth in a nurturing, loving, goal-oriented environment to 

children and young adults. Residents live full-time on campus and receive 

individualized care to meet physical, psychological, and spiritual goals. 

This year’s Vasilopita Dinner followed the blessing of our church property and 

took place three miles away at All Saints Anglican Church, also on Ebenezer 

Road. A unique gift to our parish family were the many friends of our 

community who joined us; they shared their sense of humor and enhanced our 

efforts. One never can anticipate the surprising and creative maneuvers of our 

auctioneers… this year, Steve, Tom, and Ben left no stones unturned. Thanks! 



4 
 

 

 
 

I commend Philoptochos for ensuring that our young families could attend with their 
children by offering supervised religious games and crafts for our youth. I regret that 
many of our youth and their parents were absent and already am reaching out to our 
families to overcome this next year. Ironically, the highlight of the evening  for me was 
a conversation between a mother and her son that went unnoticed. Nicholas brought 
his St. Basil’s Bank thinking he would help pay for dinner for his family. His mother 
explained the meal was free but our aim was to raise money to help children without 
parents. At that point he insisted on giving all his money – $48 – to help. His mother 
encouraged him to keep a little in case he later was in need. He responded, “Well they 
have to get all of my 20s and at least some of my 1s”! He gave $42 to the collection 
bowl. Nicholas’ sister was inspired by her brother and also gave, being moved by his 
excitement in giving with a generous heart to help the St Basil’s children. Since then, he 
has asked his mother to look up toys to buy for those without. Truly, this special story 
bears witness to the unexpected joy and gifts we receive by giving unselfishly to others, 
just as St. Paul wrote: “…be imitators of God, as beloved children…” (Eph. 5:1) 
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