
 

 

Message from Fr. George for January 20, 2023 
 

Looking ahead to Sunday, January 22nd 
 

 
 

40-Day Churching Service  

for Mother & Baby 

at 8:45 a.m. 

 

 

Divine Liturgy at 9:00 a.m. 

 

 

 

25-Year Memorial Service 

for George Tagalos at 10:15 a.m. 

 

Community Brunch after Church Services 

 Join us for today's community brunch featuring Taco Soup, 

Salad, Chips, Salsa, Cornbread, & Cake. There's nothing 

better than soup and salad on a cold winter day. No need to 

bring anything except for your family. In place of our 

Religious Education classes today, Fr. George will distribute 

a special "take home lesson” for our parents to work on with 

their children at home. Classes resume next Sunday. 
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This past Sunday the Gospel Passage witnessed Jesus’ healing of the 

ten lepers pictured in the above icon. Jesus came to seek and save 

those who were lost. As we confront the difficulties in our life, we 

can call on Him for help; our faith through Him restores us and makes 

us well. May we call to mind often the response of the Samaritan 

after Christ healed him. 

 

The Samaritan’s faith, obedience, and thankfulness are a model for 

all of us. This is true, especially because without the grace of God, 

and if we are not near Him, our spiritual condition is not healthy, and 

we need His healing. Saint Gregory Palamas says, “The ten lepers are 

like the entire human race. All of us were lepers because we all had 
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fallen into sin . . . but when the Lord descended from heaven and 

assumed our nature, He freed it from the condemnation which came 

from sin.”  

 

It is by our faith in Christ that we hear His word, and we believe in 

Him and His love for us. He is always compassionate, and because of 

His love for us, He gives us the grace and the means to healing by His 

power. By obeying Him, we keep His commandments and do what 

He teaches us to do – even when we do not understand our 

circumstances and even when prayers seem to go unanswered. 

 

It is by our love that we express our gratitude when we come to the 

Lord to worship at His feet and praise Him for His great love for us 

and His abundant provision for our lives. May we always be like the 

Samaritan, and former leper, who believed, obeyed,  loved, and was 

grateful – for then we will hear the Lord say to us also, “Your faith 

has made you well!”  

(adapted from Archdiocese Department of Religious Education) 
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Home is safe and familiar. It is where we belong. Our Orthodox Christian 

Church is our spiritual home. It is a place of prayer, comfort, spiritual 

healing, and celebration. We are at home in the fragrance of incense, the 

sound of hymns and prayers, the physical touch of kneeling, bowing, and 

making the sign of the cross, and the taste of Holy Communion and 

antidoron (the blessed bread). You may have been brought to the Orthodox 

Church on your 40th day, or the Orthodox Church may have been the 

destination of your spiritual journey. For both, the Church is a spiritual home 

to which we may always return. We are brothers and sisters in Christ – a 

family. 

One Orthodox Christian author writes about the Ekklesia (the Church), “This 

Ekklesia exists when the dispersed, divided, self-preoccupied people unite 
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and become a family, where people see one another as brothers and sisters 

with God as their common father, and try to share whatever they have and 

whatever they are, and be united in heart and soul” (P. Faros in Functional 

and Dysfunctional Christianity). 

Our Church is so much more than a building.  It is where we turn for comfort, 

support, and healing. It is where we make true Christian friends that last a 

lifetime. No matter where we go in the world, we can come home to the 

Orthodox Church to be surrounded by the same familiar elements: altar, 

iconostasion (icon screen), pulpit, altar table, tabernacle, iconography, 

baptismal font, candles and more. 

Church is not so much a place as it is what we are together. We are called 

to be the Body of Christ to witness to God in the world. When we truly 

become members of the Church, transfigured by our faith and worship, we 

become what the Church was intended to be.  As Saint Paul writes to the 

Ephesians, “So then you are no longer strangers and aliens, but you are 

citizens with the saints and also members of the household of God” 

(Ephesians 2:19). 

We enter our spiritual home not to be entertained, but to be a part of a 

community of believers. We receive Jesus Christ in Holy Communion. As we 

pray, worship, and serve together, we become His Body. To be truly a 

member of the Church as Body of Christ requires our presence and our 
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engagement with one another -- in worship, study, and service to others. 

We grow spiritually as a family. We give sacrificially as we acknowledge that 

all we have comes from God. 

“…in the Church we live eternal life starting from now. We do not 

simply await the life to come, but we experience and enjoy it from 

the present. The Kingdom of God, according to the Fathers, is not life 

beyond the grave but communion with God….”  

– Metropolitan Hierotheos of Nafpaktos 

From our spiritual home we are sent out as “phosphoroi” - bearers of His 

light in the modern world, setting an example by our mutual understanding 

and love. As we do so, we pray for each other, listen, and learn from each 

other, disagree respectfully, restore civility, and find a common purpose. 

In our spiritual home, we grow together as we share our spiritual life. We 

give sacrificially to support our local parish because when we give of our first 

fruits, we set our priorities on God and have a constant reminder that all we 

are and all we have are His. 

We are stewards of the Gospel and the stewards of our parish. We see our 

church, not as it is, but as it could be. We offer our treasure and ourselves 

sacrificially, so that, as members of the Body of Christ, we may reach our full 

potential in Him. 
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Our Adult Religious Education Class will finish soon 

this great resource about our Holy Orthodox Church. 

Participants are encouraged to read the Appendix 

that includes excerpts from selected Apostolic and 

Patristic writings. Fr. George has reprinted below the 

first three chapters of “The Didache”, a first-century 

document found in Dr. Tibbs’ book, parts of which 

constitute the oldest surviving written catechism of 

Christianity. Join us on Sunday, January 29th and learn 

about this important written tradition of our faith. 

Chapter 1. The Two Ways; 

The First Commandment 

There are two ways, one of 

life and one of death; but a 

great difference between the 

two ways. The way of life, 

then, is this: First, you shall love God who made you; second, your neighbor as 

yourself; and all things whatsoever you would not [want to] occur to you, do 

not also do to another. And of these sayings the teaching is this: Bless those 

who curse you, and pray for your enemies, and fast for those who persecute 

you. For what reward is there if you love those who love you? Do not also the 

Gentiles do the same? But love those who hate you, and you shall not have an 

enemy. Abstain from fleshly and worldly lusts. If someone gives you a blow 
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upon your right cheek, turn to him the other also, and you shall be perfect. If 

someone impresses you for one mile, go with him two. If someone takes away 

your cloak, give him also your coat. If someone takes from you what is yours, 

ask it not back, for indeed you are not able. Give to everyone that asks you, 

and ask it not back; for the Father wills that to all should be given of our own 

blessings (free gifts). Happy is he that gives according to the commandment; 

for he is guiltless. Woe to him that receives; for if one having need receives, 

he is guiltless; but he that receives not having need, shall pay the penalty, why 

he received and for what, and, coming into straits (confinement), he shall be 

examined concerning the things which he has done, and he shall not escape 

thence until he pays back the last farthing. But also, now concerning this, it has 

been said, Let your alms sweat in your hands, until you know to whom you 

should give. 

Chapter 2. The Second Commandment: Gross Sin Forbidden 

And the second commandment of the Teaching: You shall not commit murder, 

you shall not commit adultery, you shall not commit pederasty, you shall not 

commit fornication, you shall not steal, you shall not practice magic, you shall 

not practice witchcraft, you shall not murder a child by abortion nor kill that 

which is begotten. You shall not covet the things of your neighbor, you shall 

not forswear yourself, you shall not bear false witness, you shall not speak evil, 

you shall bear no grudge. You shall not be double minded nor double-tongued; 

for to be double-tongued is a snare of death. Your speech shall not be false, 

nor empty, but fulfilled by deed. You shall not be covetous, nor rapacious, nor 
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a hypocrite, nor evil disposed, nor haughty. You shall not take evil counsel 

against your neighbor. You shall not hate any man; but some you shall reprove, 

and concerning some you shall pray, and some you shall love more than your 

own life. 

Chapter 3. Other Sins Forbidden 

My child, flee from every evil thing, and from every likeness of it. Be not prone 

to anger, for anger leads the way to murder; neither jealous, nor quarrelsome, 

nor of hot temper; for out of all these murders are engendered. My child, be 

not a lustful one; for lust leads the way to fornication; neither a filthy talker, 

nor of lofty eye; for out of all these adulteries are engendered. My child, be 

not an observer of omens, since it leads the way to idolatry; neither an 

enchanter, nor an astrologer, nor a purifier, nor be willing to look at these 

things; for out of all these idolatry is engendered. My child, be not a liar, since 

a lie leads the way to theft; neither money-loving, nor vainglorious, for out of 

all these thefts are engendered. My child, be not a murmurer, since it leads 

the way to blasphemy; neither self-willed nor evil-minded, for out of all these 

blasphemies are engendered. But be meek, since the meek shall inherit the 

earth. Be long-suffering and pitiful and guileless and gentle and good and 

always trembling at the words which you have heard. You shall not exalt 

yourself, nor give over-confidence to your soul. Your soul shall not be joined 

with lofty ones, but with just and lowly ones shall it have its intercourse. The 

workings that befall you receive as good, knowing that apart from God nothing 

comes to pass. 


