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Pastoral Message from Fr. George for 1.12.24

With the great Feast of Theophany, we celebrate the rebirth of our
own nature wounded by sin. We also rejoice in the liberation of the
created world from demonic domination. On this most holy of days,
our Redeemer Christ recreates the tarnished Adam on the waters of
the Jordan, crushing the power of the Devil. The Church invites all of
us to hasten and receive the Spirit of wisdom, the Spirit of
understanding, the fullness of awe toward God. We are called to



accept Christ, who is manifested in glory as “the true Light which gives
light to every man coming into the world” (John 1:9).

In addition to the significance of Christ’s Baptism for the more general
redemption and sanctification of creation, the Church from the
beginning also highlighted the specific importance of the
sanctification of the waters. That is why the great Feast of Theophany
is connected to the service of the Great Blessing of the Waters (in
Greek, Meyaloc Aytaouoc), an important sacrament in its own right,
which is conducted together with the Divine Liturgy, as an extension
of the Sacrament of the Holy Eucharist.

The Great Blessing of the Waters is theologically very meaningful
because it clearly reveals the sanctification of both the material
creation and its deliverance from corruption, which was caused by the
Fall and the rebellion against the Creator. The Lord, with His Baptism
in the waters of the Jordan, sanctifies the waters and all of nature.
“Today the substance of water is made holy..” we chant at the
beginning of the Great Blessing, and the priest petitions that the
water be sanctified by the indwelling of the Holy Spirit. It is our hope
and desire that the Holy Water blessed this year may be for the
sanctification of those who receive it. May their souls be cleansed of
their sins, and may their bodies be protected from every disease. May
they be enlightened with the knowledge of the true God. Also, may
the Holy Water protect Christians from all the actions of Satan, and
may their homes be blessed and sanctified. May the Divine Light of
Christ fully manifested in Glory guide the entire course of our lives.
Amen. [From Archdiocese Department of Religious Education]



Many people get a greenhouse to have a place to start their seeds.
They enable gardeners to take advantage of the opportunity to get
growing early. With a bit of effort and patience, they’ll be eating
vegetables from their gardens by summer. Before spring, it is
important for gardeners to think about what seeds will be planted in
our gardens. Then, we can start seedlings in our greenhouse by first
preparing the potting soil and then sowing seeds directly in our
containers. We will water and monitor them and ultimately

transplant them outside.



The same is true for clergy — just as gardeners plant seeds that can be
harvested for food — ministers seek to supply spiritual food for their
flock to enable them to stay healthy both physically and spiritually
and help them minister to others. Along those lines, | found in my
spiritual greenhouse the following story that reflects the impact a
teacher made in the outlook of her students that lasted their entire
lives.

One day a teacher asked her students to list the names of the other
studentsin the room on two sheets of paper, leaving a space between
each name. Then she told them to think of the nicest thing they could
say about each of their classmates and write it down. It took the
remainder of the class period to finish their assignment, and as the
students left the room, each one handed in the papers.




That Saturday, the teacher wrote down the name of each student on
a separate sheet of paper, and listed what everyone else had said
about that individual. On Monday she gave each student his or her
list. Before long, the entire class was smiling. “Really?” she heard
“

whispered. “I never knew that | meant anything to anyone!” and,
didn't know others liked me so much,” were most of the comments.

No one ever mentioned those papers in class again. The teacher
never knew if they discussed them after class or with their parents,
but it didn’t matter. The exercise had accomplished its purpose. The
students were happy with themselves and one another. That group
of students moved on.

Several years later, one of the students was killed in Vietham and his
teacher attended the funeral of that special student. She had never
seen a serviceman in a military coffin before. He looked so handsome,
so mature.

The church was packed with his friends. One by one those who loved
him took a last walk by the coffin. The teacher was the last one to
bless the coffin. As she stood there, one of the soldiers who acted as
pallbearer came up to her. “Were you Mark’s math teacher?” he
asked. She nodded: Yes.” Then he said: “Mark talked about you a lot.”

After the funeral, most of Mark’s former classmates went together to
a luncheon. Mark’s mother and father were there, obviously waiting
to speak with his teacher. “We want to show you something,” his
father said, taking a wallet out of his pocket “They found this on Mark
when he was killed. We thought you might recognize it.”



Opening the billfold, he carefully removed two worn pieces of
notebook paper that had obviously been taped, folded, and refolded
many times. The teacher knew without looking that the papers were
the ones on which she had listed all the good things each of Mark’s
classmates had said about him. “Thank you so much for doing that,”
Mark's mother said. “As you can see, Mark treasured it.”

All of Mark’s former classmates started to gather around. Charlie
smiled rather sheepishly and said, “I still have my list. It’s in the top
drawer of my desk at home.”

Chuck’s wife said, “Chuck asked me to put his in our wedding album.”
“ have mine too,” Marilyn said. “It’s in my diary.”

Then Vicki, another classmate, reached into her pocketbook, took out
her wallet and showed her worn and frazzled list to the group. “I carry
this with me at all times,” Vicki said and without batting an eyelash,
she continued: “I think we all saved our lists.”

That’s when the teacher finally sat down and cried. She cried for Mark
and for all his friends who would never see him again. The density of
people in society is so thick that we forget that life will end one day.
And we don’t know when that one day will be.

So please, tell the people you love and care for, that they are special
and important. Tell them, before it is too late. Rather than pass up
the wonderful opportunity to do something nice and beautiful let
someone know you care for them and remind them of the
importance of your relationship. Remember, you reap what you sow.
What you put into the lives of others comes back into your own.



Rivers do not drink their own water;
trees do not eat their own fruit;
the sun does not shine on itself,

and flowers do not spread

their fragrance for themselves.
L IVING FOR OTHERS

IS A RULE OF NATURE.

We are all born to help each other.
Life is good when you are happy;
but much better when others
are happy because of you.

Pope
Francis

Click to share a thought that comes to mind

from this image with Fr. George



mailto:frgeorge@saintchristopherhoc.org

January 10, Feast of St. Gregory of Nyssa ||y KPIT000

a

(Archangel Michael Chapel)
8:00 Orthros & Divine Liturgy

January 13

5:00 Vasilopita Dinner & Auction

January 14, Leave-Taking of the Feast of the

FTNa3Ha3SsS §.133m —*

Theophany of our Lord & Savior Jesus Christ

7:45 Orthros

9:00 Divine Liturgy

10:15 Memorial Service — Nick Christodoulopoulos

January 18, Feast of Saints Athanasios & Cyril, Patriarchs of Alexandria
9:00 Divine Liturgy

January 21, 12" Sunday of St. Luke

7:45 Orthros

9:00 Divine Liturgy, Parish Council Oath of Office

10:45 Religious Education Classes (for all ages)

Noon Parish Council Meeting



Looklng for VaS|Iop|ta Bakers'
All veterans and newbies!
Cakes or Breads
Large or small
Check the internet for recipes
Remember the coin!

RSVP Helen Psihountas and Presbytera Marinda
770-298-4493
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https://sbagoa.org/

Annual \/asilopita Dinner and Auction on
Saturday Januarg ] }th 2024 at 5p.m. at

All Saints Anglican Church, Faycttcvillc, GA
and
Donations through the Month of Januarg
to bcncﬁ't the Childrcn of Saint Basil Acaclcmy
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Please Placc donations in the [ ands of | ove Red Sox in the
entryway of the church.

or donate online by clicking on the []ands of | ove tab at
httgs://\StChn'stophcrrhiloptochos.squarc.sitc



https://stchristopherphiloptochos.square.site/product/hands-of-love/57?cs=true&cst=custom

On the Eastern bank of the Hudson River, just north of Garrison, NY, stands
the St. Basil Academy - 3 residential home for Orthodox children. The
generosity of many individuals and groups have made its mission possible for
more than 70 years. St Basil Academy provides shelter and nurturing in 3

loving Christian environment to Orthodox youth in distress from across the
country.

T o learn more about various programs and ways you can help, visit:

stbasil.goarch.org

T hank you for your generosity,
Anna Andreeva-Nagdenova, “ands of | ove “Ministrg Chair


https://sbagoa.org/

CENTER
FAMILY CARE

Blessed Theophany!




“Acquire the Spirit of Peaceand a
thousand souls around you will be saved.”

$t. Seraphim. of Saroy

From time to time we encounter people who have a special grace about
them, "a spirit of peace.” In their presence we feel embraced by a calm,
a sense that all is well and will be well, even if we don't feel particularly

well.

Parents and Caregivers, those who receive our care need, more than
anything, to sense this “peace which passes all understanding.” A tall

order for us mere mortals...continue reading.



https://www.facebook.com/centerforfamilycare/posts/pfbid031AnLxi3z7CpdbNjxfBMQ1s2WTLjGFAswvzjVST5vJZnUua4WjwjUuBVcoUWygHWul

CROSSEROAD

INSTITUTE

The Priority Deadline for Applying to CrossRoad is
January 16th - Will Your Application Be Ready?

Applying to CrossRoad is easy through our
CampDoc portal. Simply register and follow the
steps!

Our application process allows the CrossRoad
Summer team to get to know each 11th and 12th
grader before they even arrive. We seek to jump

right into learning and fun when sessions begin. Here is what you need to
apply:
« Contact information
« Two short essays (can be written or a video submission)
« Two recommendations (one from your priest and another from a non-
family member)
« A selection on your session preference (you have FOUR to choose
from!)

Do you know of an Orthodox junior or senior in high school who might love
CrossRoad? Please share with them how to apply!

« Early Application Deadline: January 16, 2024

« Regular Application Deadline: February 20, 2024

LEARN MORE & APPLY NOW



https://crossroadinstitute.org/

5’% [
Boston Northern California Boston Chicago
June 8-18, 2024 June 18-28, 2024  June 22-July 2, 2024 July 6-16, 2024

Join a ZOOM Information Session on January 9th, 16th, or
24th!

Do you have questions about CrossRoad?

Join us for one of our very popular LIVE Zoom Information Sessions!

Listen, learn and ask questions with CrossRoad staff and alumni. Students,
parents, clergy and youth workers are all encouraged to join!

Sign Up For A Zoom Info Session Here



https://crossroadinstitute.org/zoom-info-sessions/

——~ Watch Videos From CrossRoad Summer 2024 ——-

See More Videos On YouTube Here

We’re Excited to Have
You Join Us!

As always, we are happy to talk to any interested parents
and students in your parish. We love building
relationships and supporting our youth.

Have a question and want to reach out? Email

any time and we are
happy to connect.

—

4
Apply Today!



https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLvwy5vVH_WnjbBS22y9dTxM96sEZlYf3k
https://app.campdoc.com/!/dn/login?r=crossroadsi

HERITAGE
GREECE"®

The National Hellenic Society’s Heritage Greece Program 1s a complementary. 2-week
cultural immersion odyssey for accomplished Greek American college students who
share their experiences with a peer group of exceptional students from the American
College of Greece (ACGQG) 1n Athens, Greece or the American College of Thessaloniki
(ACT) 1n Thessaloniki, Greece. The Heritage Greece Program® goal 1s to connect the
participants with their faith, heritage, roots, and Greek identity. For more information,
visit www.hellenicsociety.org

T

HERITAGE
GRE=LE


https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Br2xzgR4bJQ

Below you'll find all the Criteria for Eligibility:
Enrolled college/university students aged 18-26 (undergraduate/graduate)
Hellenic descent

Minimum Grade Point Average (GPA) of 3.0

Preference for 1st time visitors to Greece (non-mandatory criteria)

Additional Information

Heritage Greece Highlights/WHAT TO EXPECT:
Special access to antiquity, ongoing excavations with renown experts.
Experiential learning in the field--students earn 1 transferable credit.
Immersive cultural & educational experiences.
High level social gatherings, networking & career advancement.
The proverbial "time of your life".

HERITAGE GREECE ONLINE APPLICATION


https://www.nationalhellenicsociety.org/heritage-greece.html

American College of Greece (ACG)

There are two Heritage Greece 2024 (ACG) sessions.

Applicants should select the session they are applying for on our Online Application.

Session A Dates: June 8-23, 2024

Session B Dates: July 6-21,2024

Regular application deadline: March 1, 2024

ONLINE APPLICATION

American College of Thessaloniki (ACT)
There are two Hentage Greece 2024 (ACT) sessions.

Applicants should select the session they are applying for on our Online Application.

Session A Dates: June 1-16, 2024

Session B Dates: July 6-24, 2024

Regular application deadline: May 31st 2024

ONLINE APPLICATION


https://www.acg.edu/admissions/study-abroad/heritage-greece/
https://www.act.edu/studyabroad/special-programs/heritage-greece

Heritage Greece Media

ABOUT US:

The National Hellenic Society (NHS) is a proud association of Greek American leaders,
visionaries, and philanthropists who perpetuate and celebrate Hellenic heritage. NHS programs,

such as the Heritage Greece Program, celebrate and pass on Hellenic heritage to future generations
of Greek Americans.


https://www.nationalhellenicsociety.org/heritage-greece.html

SCHOLARSHIPS FOR STUDENTS OF HELLENIC DESCENT
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SCHOLARSHIP

PPLICATION

) 2023-2024

$25O 000 IN SCHOLARSHIPS

20 Aw 'uds of $10.000 e'uh

based on academic achievement, financial
1«—-*1 : Hel ~1~\IJe—
00 alle 51C Or aris majors

20 ~\\\ 'u'ds of $2.500 each
based on academic achievement &

~11~1 ic values

In order to apply students must:

* Be U.S, Citizens/U.S. Permanent
Residents and living in the U.S

* Be of Hellenic descent

* Have a minimum GPA of 3.5

* Be enrolled at an accredited
university/college in the U.S. as
of Fall 2023

* Be full-time students who are
pursuing a four-year bachelor's
degree

PANHELLENIC

SCHOLARSHIP
FOUNDATION

PanHellenic Scholarship Foundation
8501 West Higgins Road - Suite 210
Chicago, lllinois 60631

Applications are due

January 31,2024

The application, criteria, requirements,
and guidelines are available at

www.panhellenicsf.org

For inquiries please email
scholarships@panhellenicsf.org or
call our office at (312) 357-6432

™ 312357.6432

® 32.872.0090

@ panhellenicsf.org

© info@panhellenicsforg



https://www.panhellenicsf.org/apply

CLICK TO VIEW LIVESTREAMING OF SCHEDULED SERVICES
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CLICK HERE TO VIEW PREVIOUSLY RECORDED SERVICES



https://player.castr.com/live_0a44a420c5b011edb15bcde07d5a37a5
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCaPfodpLb1UQCQJly7KGRDw/videos

-online=
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fast. simple. secure.

Click Image for Online Giving

For questions, please email communications@saintchristopherhoc.org

or call the church office at (770) 347-7729.

Click here for Online Giving Instructions



https://www.eservicepayments.com/cgi-bin/Vanco_ver3.vps?appver3=wWsk24ZWJSTZKsGd1RMKlg0BDvsSG3VIWQCPJNNxD8upkiY7JlDavDsozUE7KG0nFx2NSo8LdUKGuGuF396vbYoUfLTobdYdtFTFcQ7py_CXHubq5Z7ap5JVmPErc4ZeYHCKCZhESjGNQmZ5B-6dx2nExef1vgjFCGA94_ZVJ4Q%3D&ver=3
mailto:communications@saintchristopherhoc.org
https://mcusercontent.com/24b242fbda61af617e00ee4ca/files/27a3d9e3-b273-4a8c-aa53-f76b90ab4d42/Instructions_for_Online_Giving_.pdf
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