
Ecumenical Patriarchate of Constantinople: www.patriarchate.org 
Greek Orthodox Archdiocese of America Website: www.goarch.org 

Greek Orthodox Metropolis of Atlanta Website: www.atlmetropolis.org 
St. Christopher Hellenic Orthodox Church Website: www.saintchristopherhoc.org 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

St. Christopher Hellenic Orthodox Church 
 

313 Dividend Drive, Suite 210 
Peachtree City, Georgia  30269 

 
 

Very Rev. Fr. George J. Tsahakis, Chancellor  
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ON THIS DAY, THE CHURCH COMMEMORATES St. Matthew the 

Apostle and Evangelist. Through their holy intercessions, O 

God, have mercy on us and save us. Amen. 
 

Welcome, Visitors and Newcomers, to our Parish! 
 

We invite you to enter your name, mail/email addresses, in our Guest Register 
(near the entrance) if you are interested in joining and assisting with our 

http://www.patriarchate.org/
http://www.goarch.org/
http://www.atlmetropolis.org/
http://www.saintchristopherhoc.org/


mission’s development. We want to keep you informed of our schedule and 
location of services. You and your family are welcome; we look forward to 
knowing you. We invite you and your family to join and assist us often! 
 
Please consider that only baptized and chrismated Orthodox Christians in 
canonical good standing may approach for Holy Communion. All are invited 
to partake of the Antidoron ("instead of the gifts") distributed at the conclusion 
of today’s Divine Liturgy. 

 

SPECIAL HYMNS SUNG BEFORE/AFTER SMALL ENTRANCE 
 

1./2. Resurrectional Hymn (Plagal of the Second Tone) – (Hymnal-pp.118-121): 
It is sung before and after the Small Entrance: The angelic powers appeared at Your 
tomb, the soldiers guarding it became as dead men, and Mary stood at Your 
grave seeking Your most pure body. But You made hell a captive; You were 
untouched by its might. You came to the Virgin and granted life. O Lord, Who 
rose from the dead, glory to You. 
 
3. Hymn Commemorating St. Matthew  – (not in Hymnal): 
It is sung after the Small Entrance. O holy Apostle and Evangelist Matthew, make 
intercession to our merciful God, that He grant our souls forgiveness of 
offenses. 
 
4. Hymn Commemorating St. Christopher – (see handout): 
It is sung after the Small Entrance. Made comely with garments woven from 
your venerable blood, you stand before the Lord, the King of Heaven and earth, 
O famed Martyr Christopher. With the choirs of Angels and the Martyrs you 
chant, singing the thrice-holy hymn and most awesome praises. Thus, by your 
intercessions with God, save us, your servants. 
 
5. Kontakion for Feast of the Theotokos (11/21) – (Hymnal-pp.236-239): 
It is sung after the Small Entrance: Behold the temple of the Savior, His 
precious bridal chamber. Behold the virginal and sacred vessel of God’s glory. 
Today she enters into the house of the Lord, bearing within her the grace of the 
Holy Spirit. For this, the angels exclaim: She is indeed the heavenly tabernacle. 



6. Communion Hymn – (not in Hymnal): 
On the occasion of today’s feast, the following hymn is sung instead of “Aineite” or “Praise the 
Lord”: “His proclamation went forth into all the earth, and his words to the ends 
of the world. Alleluia. (Psalm 18[19]) Alleluia. (3) ” 
 

SCRIPTURAL PASSAGES FROM TODAY'S ORTHROS & DIVINE LITURGY 
The Scriptures were not given us for this only, that we might have them in 
books, but that we might engrave them on our hearts.                        
       – St. John Chrysostom 
 
Gospel Reading During Orthros Service (Matthew 28:16-20) 
Now the eleven disciples went to Galilee, to the mountain to which Jesus had 
directed them. When they saw Him, they worshiped Him; but some doubted. 
And Jesus came and said to them, "All authority in heaven and on earth has 
been given to Me. Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing 
them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and 
teaching them to obey everything that I have commanded you. And 
remember, I am with you always, to the end of the age." Amen. 
 
Epistle Reading (Rom. 10:11 – 21; 11:1 – 2) 
Brethren, the scripture says, “No one who believes in God will be put to 
shame.” For there is no distinction between Jew and Greek; the same Lord 
is Lord of all and bestows his riches upon all who call upon him. For, “every 
one who calls upon the name of the Lord will be saved.” But how are men to 
call upon him in whom they have not believed? And how are they to believe 
in him of whom they have never heard? And how are they to hear without a 
preacher? And how can men preach unless they are sent? As it is written, 
“How beautiful are the feet of those who preach good news!” But they have 
not all obeyed the gospel; for Isaiah says, “Lord, who has believed what he 
has heard from us?” So faith comes from what is heard, and what is heard 
comes by the preaching of Christ. But I ask, have they not heard? Indeed 



they have; for “Their voice has gone out to all the earth, and their words to 
the ends of the world.” Again I ask, did Israel not understand? First Moses 
says, “I will make you jealous of those who are not a nation; with a foolish 
nation I will make you angry.” Then Isaiah is so bold as to say, “I have been 
found by those who did not seek me; I have shown myself to those who did 
not ask for me.” But of Israel he says, “All day long I have held out my hands 
to a disobedient and contrary people.” I ask, then, has God rejected his 
people? By no means! I myself am an Israelite, a descendant of Abraham, a 
member of the tribe of Benjamin. God has not rejected his people whom he 
foreknew. 
 
Gospel Reading During Divine Liturgy (Mt. 9:9-13) 
At that time, as Jesus was walking along, he saw a man called Matthew 
sitting at the tax office; and he said to him, “Follow me.” And he rose and 
followed him. And as he sat at table in the house, behold, many tax collectors 
and sinners came and sat down with Jesus and his disciples. And when the 
Pharisees saw this, they said to his disciples, “Why does your teacher eat 
with tax collectors and sinners?” But when he heard it, he said, “Those who 
are well have no need of a physician, but those who are sick. Go and learn 
what this means, ‘I desire mercy, and not sacrifice.’ For I came not to call 
the righteous, but sinners to repentance.” 
 

THIS WEEK’S MEMORY VERSE   

“For, ‘Everyone who calls on the Name 
of the Lord shall be saved.’”  

(Romans 10:13) 

 
 



PASTORAL REFLECTION FROM FR. GEORGE: 
 

Beginning the Nativity Fast 
[Based on Philippians 2:1–11] 

Beloved brothers and sisters in Christ,  

As we enter the sacred season 
of the Nativity Fast, having 
begun this past Friday, we 
prepare ourselves—body, mind, 
and soul—for the glorious Feast 
of the Incarnation of our Lord, 
God, and Savior Jesus Christ. 

Saint Paul, in his letter to the 
Philippians, offers us a 
profound meditation on unity, 
humility, and the self-emptying 
love of Christ. He writes: 

“If there is any encouragement 
in Christ, any consolation from love, any sharing in the Spirit, any 
compassion and sympathy, then make my joy complete: be of the 
same mind, having the same love, being in full accord and of one 
mind…” 

This is not merely a call to kindness—it is a summons to 
transformation. To be of one mind in Christ is to lay aside selfish 



ambition, to reject conceit, and to embrace humility. It is to regard 
others as better than ourselves, and to look not to our own interests, 
but to the interests of others. 

And why? Because this is the mind of Christ. He, though being in the 
form of God, did not grasp at equality with God. Instead, He emptied 
Himself—took on the form of a servant, was born in human likeness, 
and humbled Himself even to death on a cross. 

This is the mystery we prepare to celebrate. The eternal Word becomes 
flesh—not in glory, but in humility. And because of this, God has 
exalted Him and given Him the name above every name, that at the 
name of Jesus every knee should bow, and every tongue confess that 
Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father. 

So, as we journey toward Bethlehem, let us remember: 

• That we are blessed to serve—as parents, educators, youth workers, 
ministry leaders, and instructors. These roles are not burdens, but 
sacred vocations. 

• That through our One God in Three Persons—Father, Son, and Holy 
Spirit—we are made one holy people. 

• That division has no place in the Body of Christ. Our calling is to be 
united in mind and heart with all who follow our Incarnate Lord. 

• That our loyalty must never be misplaced—not with personalities or 
factions—but with Christ alone. 



• That Christ is not divided. He is of one mind. So let us, His people, 
be of one mind also. 

• That we must strive to be like-minded, having the same love, being 
one in spirit and purpose. 

• And that through the name of Jesus Christ—the source of our unity 
and salvation—we can accomplish all these things, and more, for His 
glory, not ours. 

May the loyalty of the shepherds, the perseverance of the Wise Men, 
the joy of the angels, and the peace of the Christ Child be God’s gift to 
you this Christmas season and always. 

Amen. 

On this the 1077th Sunday of our St. Christopher’s parish 
community, we continue to thank each of you for your presence 
and support. Although it may seem like we are just a handful of 
men, women, and children, if we commit ourselves to serving 
our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ, we will experience the miracle 
of growth as the Holy Spirit brings others into His service to help 
us build His new church in the Peachtree City, Georgia, area for 
the glory of God! On behalf of our parish, we thank you.  

 

Your continued support and mutual encouragement are 
essential and appreciated! 

 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



Family Reflection Questions from Today’s Sermon: 
 

Consider answering the following questions with your family to apply 
the teachings of today’s Gospel lession in your daily lives: 
 

1. When have we seen someone changed by a kind word or 
gesture? 
Share a moment when compassion—not judgment—made a 
difference in someone’s life. How can we offer that same mercy to 
others? 

2. Do we sometimes act like the Pharisees—judging instead of 
helping? 
Talk honestly about moments when we’ve looked down on others. 
What can we do to shift our hearts toward humility and love? 

3. How can our home be a place of welcome for those who feel 
rejected? 
Consider ways to extend hospitality—not just to friends, but to 
those in need. What would it look like to invite “the poor, the 
broken, the outcast” to our table? 

4. What does “I desire mercy, not sacrifice” mean for our family 
today? 
Explore how this teaching challenges our routines. Are we focused 
more on religious habits than on living with compassion? 
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