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ON THIS DAY, THE CHURCH COMMEMORATES Martyrs
Eustratius, Auxentius, Eugene, Mardarius, and Orestes of
Greater Armenia; Lucia the Virgin-martyr; Herman the
Wonderworker of Alaska & First Saint of America; & Gabriel
the Hieromartyr, Archbishop of Serbia. Through their holy
intercessions, O God, have mercy on us and save us. Amen.



http://www.patriarchate.org/
http://www.goarch.org/
http://www.atlmetropolis.org/
http://www.saintchristopherhoc.org/

Welcome, Visitors and Newcomers, to our Parish!

We invite you to enter your name, mail/email addresses, in our Guest Register (near the
entrance) if you are interested in joining and assisting with our mission’s development.
We want to keep you informed of our schedule and location of services. You and your
family are welcome; we look forward to knowing you. We invite you and your family to
Jjoin and assist us often!

Please consider that only baptized and chrismated Orthodox Christians in canonical
good standing may approach for Holy Communion. All are invited to partake of the
Antidoron ("instead of the gifis") distributed at the conclusion of today’s Divine
Liturgy.

SPECIAL HYMNS SUNG BEFORE/AFTER SMALL ENTRANCE

1. Hymn for Holy Martyrs — (not in Hymnal):

1t is sung before the Small Entrance. Your Martyrs, O Lord, were worthily awarded by You
the crowns of incorruption, in that they contested for You our immortal God. Since they
possessed Your power, they defeated the tyrants, dashing the demons' powerless displays of
defiance. O Christ God, at their fervent entreaties, save our souls.

2. Hymn for Second Antiphon — (pg. 28 of Hymnal):

On the occasion of today’s feast, we sing the following hymn instead of the regular Soson
imas, “Save us, O Son of God”: “Save us, O Son of God, among the saints glorified, we sing
to You, Alleluia.”

3. Hymn for St. Lucia the Virgin-Martyr — (not in Hymnal):

It is sung after the Small Entrance. Adorned with the radiant robe of virginity, you were
betrothed to Christ the Lifegiver, and disdained all mortal love. Therefore, you brought to the
Lord as a bridal gift the streams of your martyr's blood. Intercede with Him for us all, O Virgin
Martyr Lucy.

4. Hymn Commemorating St. Christopher — (see music distributed):

1t is sung after the Small Entrance: Made comely with garments woven from your venerable
blood, you stand before the Lord, the King of Heaven and earth, O famed Martyr
Christopher. With the choirs of Angels and the Martyrs you chant, singing the thrice-holy
hymn and most awesome praises. Thus, by your intercessions with God, save us, your
servants.

5. Kontakion — Preparation for the Nativity (11/26-12/24) — (Hymnal-pp.240-243):
It is sung after the Small Entrance: Today the Virgin goes forth, making her way to a cave
where from her, ineffably, God the eternal Word will be born. Let the world be filled with




joy, hearing these tidings. Joining the angels and shepherds, let us give glory to Him who is
God from all ages, yet wills to be seen as a little child.

SCRIPTURAL PASSAGES FROM TODAY'S ORTHROS & DIVINE LITURGY

The Scriptures were not given us for this only, that we might have them in books, but that
we might engrave them on our hearts. — St. John Chrysostom

Epistle Reading During Divine Liturgy (2 Tim. 4:9-22)

Do your best to come to me soon, for Demas, in love with this present world,
has deserted me and gone to Thessalonica; Crescens has gone to Galatia, Titus
to Dalmatia. Only Luke is with me. Get Mark and bring him with you, for he is
useful in my ministry. I have sent Tychicus to Ephesus. When you come, bring
the cloak that I left with Carpus at Troas, also the books, and above all the
parchments. Alexander the coppersmith did me great harm; the Lord will pay
him back for his deeds. You also must beware of him, for he strongly opposed
our message. At my first defense no one came to my support, but all deserted
me. May it not be counted against them! But the Lord stood by me and gave me
strength, so that through me the message might be fully proclaimed and all the
Gentiles might hear it. So I was rescued from the lion’s mouth. The Lord will
rescue me from every evil attack and save me for His heavenly kingdom. To
Him be the glory forever and ever. Amen. Greet Prisca and Aquila, and the
household of Onesiphorus. Erastus remained in Corinth; Trophimus I left ill in
Miletus. Do your best to come before winter. Eubulus sends greetings to you,
as do Pudens and Linus and Claudia and all the brothers and sisters. The Lord
be with your spirit. Grace be with you.

Gospel Reading During Divine Liturgy (Mark 8:30-34)

And He sternly ordered them not to tell anyone about Him. Then He began to
teach them that the Son of Man must undergo great suffering, and be rejected
by the elders, the chief priests, and the scribes, and be killed, and after three
days rise again. He said all this quite openly. And Peter took Him aside and



began to rebuke Him. But turning and looking at His disciples, He rebuked
Peter and said, “Get behind me, Satan! For you are setting your mind not on
divine things but on human things.” He called the crowd with His disciples, and
said to them, “If any want to become My followers, let them deny themselves
and take up their cross and follow Me.

On this our twenty-third Feast of St. Lucia the Virgin-Martyr at St.
Christopher parish, we continue to thank each of you for your presence
and support. Although it may seem like we are just a handful of men,
women and children, if we commit ourselves to serving our Lord and
Savior, Jesus Christ, we will experience the miracle of growth as the Holy
Spirit brings others into His service to help us build His new church in the
Peachtree City, Georgia area for the glory of God! our continued support
and mutual encouragement are essential and appreciated!

Saturday, December 13" — St. Lucia the
Virgin Martyr

APITOOO0

9:00 Divine Liturgy, followed by Sacrament of
Holy Reconciliation (Confession) -no appointment

needed. Come and pray as you wait.
Sunday, December 14 — 11" Sunday of St. Luke
7:45 Orthros
9:00 Divine Liturgy and Blessing of Prayer Shawls
10:45 — 12:45 Parish Council Elections

11:00 Religious Education (all ages) — youth and adults will rehearse

I1NAIHIS S. H3Im —

Christmas Pageant
11:45 Philoptochos General Meeting
12:00 Parish Council Meeting
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