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Pastoral Message from Fr. George, August 27, 2025

The Light of St. Fanourios -
Revealing God’s Grace in
Hidden Places

"For there is nothing hidden that will
not be disclosed, and nothing
concealed that will not be known or
brought out into the open.”

— Luke 8:17

% Beloved in Christ,

Today August 27, we honor and
reflect upon the life of St.
Fanourios, the Great Martyr and
|| Revealer of lost things. Though
much of his earthly life remains
velled in mystery, the light of his witness continues to shine
brightly in the hearts of the faithful. His name, derived from the
Greek word "fanerono" meaning "to reveal," speaks not only to the




miracles attributed to him but also to the deeper spiritual truth
that God is always working to reveal His grace—even in the most
hidden corners of our lives.

A Saint Shrouded in Mystery

Unlike many saints whose biographies are well-documented, St.
Fanourios is known primarily through a single icon discovered on
the island of Rhodes. This icon, miraculously preserved, depicts
twelve scenes of his martyrdom—each one a testament to his
unwavering faith and courage. Though we do not know the details
of his birth, family, or ministry, we know enough: he was a man
who loved Christ so deeply that he endured suffering with joy and
bore witness to the Gospel with his life.

Isn’t it striking that God chose to reveal this saint not through
words, but through an image? It reminds us that holiness is not
always proclaimed-it is often shown, quietly and powerfully,
through the lives of those who suffer, serve, and remain faithful.

The Ministry of Revealing

St. Fanourios is especially beloved for his intercessions in helping
people find lost items—keys, documents, even direction in life. But
his gift is not merely about locating misplaced objects. It is about
revealing what is spiritually lost: hope, peace, reconciliation, and
purpose.

In a world where so much feels hidden—truth, justice, even God's
presence-St. Fanourios reminds us that nothing is truly lost to
God. Through prayer, patience, and trust, what is hidden will be
revealed. What is broken will be restored. What is forgotten will be
remembered.

What Is God Revealing to You?

Let us take a moment to reflect:



* Is there something in your life that feels lost-
perhaps a relationship, a sense of direction, or your
inner peace?

* Are you searching for clarity in a decision, or
healing from a past wound?

St. Fanourios invites us to bring these hidden places before God-
not with fear, but with faith. His life teaches us that God is always
in the business of revealing grace, even when we least expect it.

A Challenge

This week, | invite you to light a candle in honor of St. Fanourios
and pray not only for what you seek to find, but for the courage to
face what God may reveal. And if you feel moved, bake a
traditional Fanouropita—not just as a ritual, but as a prayer in
action, offering thanksgiving for the saint’s intercession and God'’s

providence.
Closing Prayer:
O Holy Fanourios, faithful servant of Christ,

You who endured suffering with joy and revealed the
light of God in darkness,

Intercede for us who seek what is lost—

Not only in our homes, but in our hearts.

May your life inspire us to trust in God'’s timing,
To embrace mystery with faith,

And to walk boldly in the light of Christ.

Amen.

[Note: On Sunday, September 7th, we are invited to support our Philoptochos’ Fanouropita
Luncheon, Bake Sale & Auction. Fr. George will bless our baked goods. Proceeds from the
Bake Sale & Auction will support our Metropolis of Atlanta Youth Ministries.]



|
Move With Grace

As the sun gently rises above the river's surface, a lone double
crested cormorant glides silently, carving a perfect V of ripples
into the morning stillness. There is no rush, no noise—only

movement in karmong with creation.

In this moment, we are invited to reflect on the path we carve
through life. Like the cormorant, we are called to move with
grace, guided by the light of Christ, disturbing the waters not
with chaos but with purpose. The ripples we leave behind—our
words, our actions, our prayers—extend far beyond us, touching

others in wdys we may never see.

Let this image be a reminder to glide gently today, to let your
soul be still, and to allow the ripples of your faith to bless the

world around you.

“Be still, and know that | am God.” — Psalm 46:10 +FGT



A New Beginning in Christ
- Ecclesiastical New Year, September 1+

Beloved in Christ,

On September 1%, we stand at the threshold of a new
ecclesiastical year—a sacred moment to begin again, not
with resolutions of the world, but with the resolve of the soul.
The Church, in her timeless rhythm, invites us to reorient our
lives toward the Creator, who in His infinite wisdom has set
the times and seasons by His sole authority.

This day is not merely a marker of time—it is a call to re-
center our lives in Christ. It is a sacred invitation to recommit
ourselves to prayer, to deepen our love for one another, and
to walk more intentionally in the light of the Gospel.

We remember that our Lord, in Luke 4:16, entered the
synagogue “as was His custom” and read from the scroll of
Isaiah, proclaiming the year of the Lord’s favor. In this spirit,
we too proclaim this new year as a time of divine favor—a
time to seek healing, justice, and peace.

Let us begin this year with humility and hope. Let us ask God
to bless our parishes, our ministries, our families, and our
hearts. May this ecclesiastical year be one of spiritual growth,
renewed purpose, and holy joy.

Orthodox offer two special hymns on September 1% where we
proclaim:



“Creator of the universe, setting times and
seasons by Your sole authority, bless the cycle
of the year of Your grace, O Lord...”

“You who created all things in Your infinite
wisdom... guide our works according to Your
divine will.”

These words remind us that time itself is a gift—an offering
from God to be sanctified, not squandered. The new year is
not just a calendar change; it is a spiritual invitation to renew
our hearts, our homes, and our ministries in the grace of
Christ.

We pray for peace—for our rulers, our communities, and our
Church. We ask for victories—not of pride or conquest, but of
virtue, compassion, and truth. We seek blessing in our
comings and goings, trusting that each step we take is guided
by divine providence.

Let this year be one of intentional discipleship. May our
prayers deepen, our service expand, and our love grow more
Christ-like. And through the intercessions of the Theotokos,
may we be guarded in peace and strengthened in purpose.

Blessed Ecclesiastical New Year to you and your families.
May it be a year of grace, renewal, and holy joy.

+Fr. George Tsahakis

for September 1, 2025



The Orthodox icon most closely associated with the
Ecclesiastical New Year (September 1%)is one that
depicts Christreading from the scroll of Isaiah in the synagogue,
based on Luke 4:16-21. This moment is spiritually significant
because, according to Holy Tradition, it marks the beginning of
Christ’s public ministry and is linked to the Church’s observance
of the Indiction, the start of the liturgical year.

. Christ in the Synagogue of Nazareth: He is shown
standing, holding or reading from a scroll, surrounded by
listeners. The scroll often contains the words from Isaiah
61:1-2: “The Spirit of the Lord is upon Me...”

. This icon emphasizes Christ as the fulfillment of
prophecy and the Lord of time, aligning with the hymns of
the day that praise Him as the Creator of the universe who
sets times and seasons by His authority.



Reflection Questions for Family Discussion:

1.How can we sanctify time in our daily life this year?

2.What spiritual “victories” do we hope to pursue in the

months ahead?

3.In what ways can we align our work and service with

God’s divine will?

4.How can we contribute to peace in our parish, family,

and community?

Join Us Often with Your Family

Friday, August 29" — Beheading of St. John
the Baptist

JIN0IHIS S HIIM —

9:00 Divine Liturgy (Day of Strict Fast)

10:00 Brunch & Learn - Join us for a light brunch and a moment of

deep reflection as we contemplate the life and martyrdom of St. John
the Baptist, whose unwavering commitment to truth led to his
beheading. In a world that often rewards silence over conviction,
what does his witness say to us today?

Sunday, August 31°* - Twelfth Sunday of St. Matthew
7:45 Orthros
9:00 Divine Liturgy (No Religious Education on Labor Day weekend)

11:00 Let’s EAT!



Deepest Condolences to the Family of Jose Antonio Vidal

~I ] We offer our heartfelt condolences and prayers
/R | during this time of profound loss on the death of

5%_.| Jose Antonio Vidal, beloved Stepfather of Santiago
a[#i£ ~| Gallo. Just as we prayed for Jose while he was sick

and suffering, we now pray for his eternal repose

following his passing on Monday.

Jose’s life was a beautiful testament to love, service, and devotion. As a
husband, father, grandfather, son, and brother, he poured his heart
into his family, offering unwavering support, joy, and wisdom. His love
for each of them was evident in the way he lived—with humility,
strength, and a generous spirit.

His service to our country as a United States Marine and later as a
police officer and K9 officer for the City of Atlanta speaks volumes
about his courage and commitment to protecting others. Jose lived not
for himself, but for the well-being of those around him. His selflessness
and dedication to duty were matched only by his compassion and
kindness.

Beyond his professional achievements, Jose’s music brought light and
joy to many. His talent as a guitar player reflected the depth of his soul
and the warmth he shared with the world.

Though words cannot ease the pain of his loss, we pray Santiago,
Alexia, and their family find comfort in the legacy Jose leaves behind—
a legacy of love, honor, and service. May Jose’s memory be eternal, and
may God grant his family peace and strength in the days ahead.

With deepest sympathy and prayers, +Fr. George
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Our Heartfelt Thanks go out to ALL of YOU!

Dear Faithful of St. Christopher’s,

As this year's GreekFest Chairs, we would like to thank everyone from the bottom of our hearts
for your tireless efforts for GreekFest. We realize that many of you put in countless hours of
your own time to ensure that we had everything that was needed.

While we thanked everyone after liturgy on the Sunday after our event, thare were a couple of
pecple who were left out for which we apologize. We wish to thank Father George &
Presbytera Marinda for their prayers, support and for always leading by example. You may not
know this, but they are cooking and washing dishes at church before they show up at
GreekFest.

Also, we wish to thank Steve & Pam Theodorakis along with Broadway Diner for the food that
was provided to us. They are always prepared and even bring staff from the diner to help with
2ll the food. The food was delicious once agzin!

Again, to everyone, to the parish council, to the committee chairs, to the volunteers, to those
who sold tickets, to the sponsors and donors, we extend our heartfeit gratitude. To those who
worked before, during and after GreekFest, each of you played an important role that
contributed to the success of this year's GreekFest.

Good works contribute to our faith, as St. Paul teaches when he writes, “For we are His
workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God has prepared beforehand that
we should wzlk in them.” (Ephesians 2:10) When we seek to bring glory to God, not to
ourselves, through what we do, and we rely upon the strength and grace of God all things are
possible.

Through everyone’s love, faith and devotion to OUR St. Christopher’s parish we all worked
together to help us progress in our efforts to build a church in Fayette County to the glory of
God and to support cur community partners.

Thank you all for making our job as Chairs 5o easy!

Faithfully,
Emilia Moraitis, Claudia Sliwinski, Julie Skouteris, George Psihountas

GIGIGIE]

&
(&

(@]

|5 G5

(G5

[5)

)
{

GG

(GIS]S)E

&)

—

)

23 (i

EEG]

B [& &S]

1)

\

&)&)

|




LIKE TO YOLUNTEER?

THEN PLEASE JOIN “CYNTHIA AND FRIENDS" AT MIDWEST FOOD BANK
THIS THURSDAY, AUGUST 28 FROM 9:30-11:30

MUST REGISTER USING THIS LINK https://x.gldn.io/e/HrxICGbs8Vb

(Please wear close toed shoes and dress comfortably!)

“Those whao bring sunshine into the lives of others cannot keep it from themselves” — James Barrie

Midwest

FOOD BANK
Georgia Division

220 Parkade Court
Peachtree City GA
770-486-1103 Ext. 405

www.midwestfoodbank.org



https://volunteer.midwestfoodbank.org/opportunities/GG0zSRt1Et?%24web_only=true&_branch_match_id=1488885411680002112&_branch_referrer=H4sIAAAAAAAAA8soKSkottLXr9BLz0nJ08vM10%2FV9yiq8HR2Tyq2CEuyrytKTUstKsrMS49PKsovL04tsnVNSU8FAMbYXuQ3AAAA

v

% Philoptochos Save the Dates! %

Sept 7 Fanaroupita Event and Board Meeting

Oct 4 Koulourakia 8:30am
15 Tiropita Batter 8:30am
17 & 18 2 folding days 8:30am
19 General Philoptochos Meeting (open to all)
22 Spanakopita Batter 8:30am
24 & 25 2 folding days 8:30am

Nov 1 Kourambiethes Baking 8:30am
2 Paximadia- after Religious Education
14-15 Baklava make, bake and cup 8:30am
16 Board Meeting
17 Almond Cookies 8:38am

Box and Bow 4pm
18-19 Dolmathes make, bake and package 8:30am

21-22 Bake Sale Pick up







Hanps OrF Love
A" 5unc:[ags in August 2025:

%/ Wc“sPrmg meg

Wellspring Living transforms the lives of
girls and boys 12-17 and young women 18
and older in our neighborhoods, who are at

"*‘u
K i, JM" p«,;,h risk or victims of sexual exploitation.

@ Wellsprmg Living W

Headquartered in Atlanta, since 2001,
it provides restorative services -
housing, healing and education
through its residential, community-
based programs and post-program
support. It impacts the lives of more
than 300 individuals yearly.

"Hands of Love"” ministry will be
accepting monetary donations in the
red box in the church narthex.

For online donations:

https://stehristopherphiloptochos . square site/product/hands
-of-love/57?es=truedest=custom

The "Wellspring Treasures” store on 116 Peachtree City East Shopping
Ctr. in Peachtree City is also accepting gently used furniture and
clothes. To learn more or to volunteer: https://wellspringliving.org

Farthfully, Anna Andreeva-Naydenova, "Hands of Love™ Ministry Chair



https://stchristopherphiloptochos.square.site/product/hands-of-love/57?cs=true&cst=custom

Building Our Future: Join Our $1.5M Capital Campaign

Dear Parish Family,

Pledged

We are excited to announce the launch of our $1.5 million Capital Campaign, a
five-year endeavor to build our future home. This is an incredible opportunity for
us to come together as a community and create a space that will serve and inspire
for generations to come.

To make this vision a reality, we encourage everyone to fill out pledge cards now. Our lenders are looking
for a strong show of commitment from the parish, and your early pledges are crucial to meeting their
requirements. As we consider discussions with outside donors, our ability to demonstrate the Parish
Family’s commitment to the capital campaign is an integral part of the process and success to raise funds
from outside our parish. During our last campaign, we raised an impressive average of $264K per year,
and with your continued support, we are confident we can do it again.

Your participation is vital. Please continue your existing commitment to the stewardship fund and start
giving to the new capital campaign or consider increasing your existing building fund pledge amount.
Together, we can turn our dreams into reality.

Let's build our future home with faith, dedication, and collective effort. Please consider completing the
online pledge card today, 3t Christopher Capital Campaien Pledee Card Link so we can show the lenders
our unwavering commitment and take the next steps toward our shared goal.

Here are some examples to consider:

| GIVING SCENARIO 1: GIVING SCENARIO 2: GIVING SCENARIO 3:

Currently giving $100/month
+ 540 to Building Fund
* 560 to Operations

During the Building Fund Campaign
« $80 to Building Fund
« $60 to Operations

Currently giving $200/month
» $100 to Building Fund
= $100 to Operations

During the Building Fund Campxaign
+ $200 to Building Fund
» 5100 to Operations

[ Total Giving Increase = 40%

Total Giving Increase = 30% I

Currently giving $300/month
+ $100 to Building Fund
+ 5200 to Operations

During the Building Fund Campaign
+ $200 to Building Fund
+ 5200 to Operations

[ Total Giving Increase = 33%

Please consider giving with your heart.

With gratitude and hope,

Tom Farmakis



https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdE64P-jkRrF7a3OG1Q3O_qs2Q0ZeH_9QKWtSOup4n4dis0yA/viewform

The deadline to purchase your ticket and/or register your

(high school aged boy or girl) diver is September 1st.

BIVE
Back /n/

SATURDAY,
SEPTEMBER 13TH

HOLY CROSS GREEK ORTHODOX CHURCH,
along with the AIOPA
(Atlanta Inter-Orthodox Parish Association),
invites you to our NAME DAY celebration and

4™ ANNUAL PAN-ORTHODOX CROSS DIVE!

-

FOR FULL EVENT DETAILS:

WW.HOLYCROSSGA.ORG/

CROSS-DIVE

el



https://holycrossga.org/cross-dive/

CLICK TO VIEW LIVESTREAMING OF SCHEDULED SERVICES
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CLICK HERE TO VIEW PREVIOUSLY RECORDED SERVICES



https://player.castr.com/live_0a44a420c5b011edb15bcde07d5a37a5
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCaPfodpLb1UQCQJly7KGRDw/videos

=online-

g

fast simple. secure.

Click Image for Online Giving

For questions, please email communications@saintchristopherhoc.org

or call the church office at (770) 347-7729.

Click here for Online Giving Instructions



https://www.eservicepayments.com/cgi-bin/Vanco_ver3.vps?appver3=wWsk24ZWJSTZKsGd1RMKlg0BDvsSG3VIWQCPJNNxD8upkiY7JlDavDsozUE7KG0nFx2NSo8LdUKGuGuF396vbYoUfLTobdYdtFTFcQ7py_CXHubq5Z7ap5JVmPErc4ZeYHCKCZhESjGNQmZ5B-6dx2nExef1vgjFCGA94_ZVJ4Q%3D&amp;ver=3
mailto:communications@saintchristopherhoc.org
https://mcusercontent.com/24b242fbda61af617e00ee4ca/files/27a3d9e3-b273-4a8c-aa53-f76b90ab4d42/Instructions_for_Online_Giving_.pdf
https://www.eservicepayments.com/cgi-bin/Vanco_ver3.vps?appver3=wWsk24ZWJSTZKsGd1RMKlg0BDvsSG3VIWQCPJNNxD8upkiY7JlDavDsozUE7KG0nFx2NSo8LdUKGuGuF396vbYoUfLTobdYdtFTFcQ7py_CXHubq5Z7ap5JVmPErc4ZeYHCKCZhESjGNQmZ5B-6dx2nExef1vgjFCGA94_ZVJ4Q=&ver=3

Click image to view our parish calendar
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