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Liturgical Guide for Sunday, January 18, 2026 
 

ON THIS DAY, THE TWELFTH SUNDAY OF SAINT LUKE, WE 

REMEMBER our Fathers among the Saints, Athanasios (+373) and Cyril 
(+444), Patriarchs of Alexandria, and Saint Zenia the Martyr.  Through 
their holy intercessions, O God, have mercy on us and save us. Amen.  

 
Welcome, Visitors and Newcomers, to our Parish! 

We invite you to enter your name, mail/email addresses in our Guest Register 
(near the entrance) if you are interested in joining and assisting with our 

http://www.patriarchate.org/
http://www.goarch.org/
http://www.atlmetropolis.org/
http://www.saintchristopherhoc.org/


mission’s development. We want to keep you informed of our schedule and 
location of services. You and your family are welcome; we look forward to 
knowing you. We invite you and your family to join and assist us often! 
 
Please consider that only baptized and chrismated Orthodox Christians in 
canonical good standing may approach for Holy Communion. All are invited 
to partake of the Antidoron ("instead of the gifts") distributed at the conclusion 
of today’s Divine Liturgy. 

 

Special Hymns Sung Before/After Small Entrance 
 

1./2. Resurrectional Hymn (Plagal of the Second Tone) – (Hymnal-pp.118-121): 
It is sung before and after the Small Entrance: The angelic powers appeared at Your 
tomb, the soldiers guarding it became as dead men, and Mary stood at Your 
grave seeking Your most pure body. But You made hell a captive; You were 
untouched by its might. You came to the Virgin and granted life. O Lord, Who 
rose from the dead, glory to You. 
 
3. Hymn for Saints Athanasios & Cyril  – (not in Hymnal): 
This hymn is sung before the Great Doxology and before and after the Small Entrance: Striving 
brilliantly for Orthodoxy, and subduing all unorthodoxy, you were honored 
with awards for your victories. Enriching all with inspired theology, your 
sacred writings profoundly adorn the Church. O Athanasius and Cyril, you are 
now with Christ our God, entreating Him to give to all the great mercy. 
 
4. Hymn Commemorating St. Christopher – (see music distributed): 
It is sung after the Small Entrance: Made comely with garments woven from your 
venerable blood, you stand before the Lord, the King of Heaven and earth, O 
famed Martyr Christopher. With the choirs of Angels and the Martyrs you 
chant, singing the thrice-holy hymn and most awesome praises. Thus, by your 
intercessions with God, save us, your servants. 
 

5. Kontakion sung in anticipation of the Presentation of the Lord (to be 
celebrated 2/2)  (Hymnal-pp.250-253): 
It is sung after the Small Entrance: For our salvation You took flesh and You sanctified 
the Virgin¹s womb; You blessed the aged Simeon as You lay resting in his 



arms; and having come to save us all, O Christ our God, to these troubled times, 
bring Your lasting peace. Give strong and undaunted faith to all Your people, 
O only lover of mankind. 
 

SCRIPTURAL PASSAGES FROM TODAY'S ORTHROS & DIVINE LITURGY 
 

The Scriptures were not given us for this only, that we might have them in books, but 
that we might engrave them on our hearts.                       – St. John Chrysostom 

 

Gospel Reading During Orthros Service (John 21:1-14) 
After these things Jesus showed Himself again to the disciples by the 
Sea of Tiberias; and He showed Himself in this way. Gathered there 
together were Simon Peter, Thomas called the Twin, Nathanael of 
Cana in Galilee, the sons of Zebedee, and two others of His 
disciples. Simon Peter said to them, "I am going fishing." They said 
to him, "We will go with you." They went out and got into the boat, 
but that night they caught nothing. Just after daybreak, Jesus stood 
on the beach; but the disciples did not know that it was Jesus. Jesus 
said to them, "Children, you have no fish, have you?" They answered 
Him, "No." He said to them, "Cast the net to the right side of the 
boat, and you will find some." So they cast it, and now they were not 
able to haul it in because there were so many fish. That disciple 
whom Jesus loved said to Peter, "It is the Lord!" When Simon Peter 
heard that it was the Lord, he put on some clothes, for he was naked, 
and jumped into the sea. But the other disciples came in the boat, 
dragging the net full of fish, for they were not far from the land, only 
about a hundred yards off. When they had gone ashore, they saw a 
charcoal fire there, with fish on it, and bread. Jesus said to them, 
"Bring some of the fish that you have just caught." So Simon Peter 
went aboard and hauled the net ashore, full of large fish, a hundred 



fifty-three of them; and though there were so many, the net was not 
torn. Jesus said to them, "Come and have breakfast." Now none of 
the disciples dared to ask Him, "Who are you?" because they knew 
it was the Lord. Jesus came and took the bread and gave it to them, 
and did the same with the fish. This was now the third time that Jesus 
appeared to the disciples after He was raised from the dead. 
 
Epistle Reading During Divine Liturgy (Hebrews 13:7-16) 
7Remember your leaders, those who spoke the word of God to you; 
consider the outcome of their way of life, and imitate their faith. 
8Jesus Christ is the same yesterday and today and forever. 9Do not be 
carried away by all kinds of strange teachings; for it is well for the 
heart to be strengthened by grace, not by regulations about food, 
which have not benefited those who observe them. 10We have an altar 
from which those who officiate in the tent have no right to eat. 11For 
the bodies of those animals whose blood is brought into the sanctuary 
by the high priest as a sacrifice for sin are burned outside the camp. 
12Therefore Jesus also suffered outside the city gate in order to 
sanctify the people by His own blood. 13Let us then go to Him outside 
the camp and bear the abuse He endured. 14For here we have no 
lasting city, but we are looking for the city that is to come. 15Through 
Him, then, let us continually offer a sacrifice of praise to God, that is, 
the fruit of lips that confess His name. 16Do not neglect to do good 
and to share what you have, for such sacrifices are pleasing to God. 



Gospel Reading During Divine Liturgy (Luke 17:12-19) 
At that time, as Jesus entered a village, He was met by ten lepers, who 
stood at a distance and lifted up their voices and said: “Jesus, Master, 
have mercy on us.” When He saw them, He said to them, “Go and 
show yourselves to the priests.” And as they went, they were cleansed. 
Then one of them, when he saw that he was healed, turned back, 
praising God with a loud voice; and he fell on his face at Jesus’ feet, 
giving Him thanks. Now he was a Samaritan. Then said Jesus: “Were 
not ten cleansed? Where are the nine? Was no one found to return 
and give praise to God except this foreigner?” And He said to him: 
“Rise and go your way; your faith has made you well.” 
 

MEMORY VERSE (TRY TO COMMIT TO MEMORY): 
“For it is all for your sake, so that as grace extends to more and 
more people it may increase thanksgiving, to the glory of God.” 
(2 Cor. 4:15) 

 
PASTORAL REFLECTION FROM FR. GEORGE: 

 

St. John Chrysostom offered the following consideration on acts of charity: 
Imagine a carpenter with the crudest of tools. It takes him many days to 
make a simple table; and its quality is so low that the price he obtains for it 
is poor. He has a choice: either he can spend all the money he earns on food 
and drink, or he can set some money aside, even if it means going hungry, 
in order to buy better tools. If he does the latter, then he will soon be 
making good tables much more quickly, and so his earnings will quickly rise.  
 



This choice is analogous to a spiritual choice that each of us must make. 
Either we can spend for our own pleasure all the wealth we possess, or we 
can set aside part of our wealth to give to others. If we do the latter, then 
we may sacrifice a few immediate, earthly pleasures; but the joy we earn 
for ourselves in Heaven far, far surpasses the pleasure we have lost on 
earth. Every act of charity on earth is an investment in Heaven. 

 

On this the 1086th Sunday of our St. Christopher’s parish community, we continue to thank 
each of you for your presence and support. Although it may seem like we are just a handful 
of men, women, and children, if we commit ourselves to serving our Lord and Savior, Jesus 
Christ, we will experience the miracle of growth as the Holy Spirit brings others into His 
service to help us build His new church in the Peachtree City, Georgia, area for the glory of 
God! On behalf of our parish, we thank you. Your continued support and mutual 
encouragement are essential and appreciated! 
 

 

Join Us Often with Your Family 
Sunday, January 18, 12th Sunday  

of St. Luke 

8:00 Orthros 

9:00  Divine Liturgy, Memorial Service - George & 

Penelope Spetsios & Memorial Reception 
11:00  Religious Education Classes 

11:45 Philoptochos Board Meeting 

4:00 Sacrament of Marriage – John Morris & Kat Towne (Archangel Michael Chapel) 

Sunday, January 25, 15th Sunday of St. Luke 

8:00 Orthros 

9:00  Sacrament of Chrismation - Dele Tuboku-Metzger and Divine Liturgy 

11:00  Religious Education Classes 

12:00  Let’s EAT! at Broadway Diner 
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