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Pastoral Message from Fr. George, January 7, 2026

Living the Joy of Theophany - The Voice in the Wilderness
“The heavens opened, and the Spirit descended like a dove.” (Matthew 3:16)

Beloved in Christ,

Yesterday, we stood in awe as the heavens opened and the Holy
Trinity was revealed at the Jordan River. Theophany is not just a
feast—it is a proclamation of joy! Christ entered the waters, the
Spirit descended like a dove, and the Father declared: “7his is



My beloved Son.”In that moment, creation was renewed, and
the waters became a fountain of grace for the whole world.

Today, the Church reminds us of St. John the Baptist's cry:
“Prepare the way of the Lord; make His paths straight.” (Isaiah
40:3-4)

This call is not only for yesterday—it is for every day. Theophany
is a living reality. The same grace that sanctified the Jordan now
flows into our lives through holy water, prayer, and the
sacraments. Christ does not remain on the riverbank—He enters
our hearts to cleanse and transform them.

Why rejoice? Because Theophany assures us that God is with
us—near, active, and loving. He calls us to respond with
repentance, humility, and mercy. The path of the Lord runs
through our hearts. Pride, anger, and sin create mountains and
rough places that must be leveled. Repentance is not a one-
time act but a lifelong journey of renewal.

How do we live this joy?
. Examine our heart: What crooked paths need

straightening?

. Confess and repent: Let God wash away sin and restore
peace.

. Pray and fast: Create space for His voice in your life.

. Show mercy: Lift up those in need and bring light to those
in darkness.



. Forgive: Smooth the rough places of anger and division.

As we bless our homes with holy water, let us also bless our
hearts with humility and love. Let every thought, word, and
action become a straight path for Christ to dwell within us.

Closing Prayer

O Lord, who revealed Yourself in the Jordan and filled creation
with light,

fill our hearts today with the joy of Your presence.

As the heavens opened at Your baptism, open the heavens over
us.

Let Your Spirit descend upon us, and let Your Father's voice
speak within:

“You are My beloved.”

Make straight our crooked paths, lift up our valleys of despair,
bring down our mountains of pride, and smooth the rough
places of anger.

For You are the Light and the Life, revealed in the waters of
Theophany,

and to You we give glory—Father, Son, and Holy Spirit—now
and forever. Amen.

Photos: “Faithful rejoicing at the
Blessing of the Waters”



When You were baptized in the River Jordan, O Lord, it was revealed
that God isworshiped in Trinity. For the voice of the Father, who had
begotten You, also bore withess to You, calling You “beloved Son,”
and the Spirit, in the form of a dove, confirmed that what was said
is true. In Your epiphany, O Christ God, You appeared and
illumined the world. Glory to You!



And so we pray, benevolent King, come now

through the descent of Your Holy Spirit and bless

this water.



All peoples bless Him as Lord, and exalt

Him beyond measure, unto all the ages.

Amen!



Glory to God! inthe days leading up to the great feast

of Theophany—the Baptism of our Lord in the Jordan, which
opened for us the path to salvation—our parish was blessed to
witness four of our beloved parishioners enter into the life of
Christ through the holy mystery of Baptism. As we celebrate the
revelation of the Holy Trinity and the sanctification of the
waters, we rejoice that these newly illumined souls now share in
the grace that flows from Christ's own baptism. May they grow
in faith and holiness, and may all of us renew our commitment
to live as children of the Light.
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We welcome our newly-baptized parishioners with open arms
and grateful hearts. May God's grace surround them, may His
love strengthen their journey, and may our parish be a place
where they feel supported, encouraged, and truly at home. We
are blessed to walk in faith together.
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You are great, O Lord! Marvelous are Your works!
There are no words sufficient to extol Your
wonders! In Your epiphany, O Christ God, You
appeared and illumined the world. Glory to You!



A Note of Tribute

In Grateful Memory of Charlie Masterpolis

Through the grace of God and
with hearts filled with gratitude,
our parish acknowledges the
extraordinary generosity and

| enduring legacy of Charlie
Masterpolis of blessed memory,
| whose love for the Church

| continues to bear fruit even

| beyond his earthly life.

Soon after the founding of our parish mission, while residing in
Savannah, Georgia, Mr. Masterpolis approached Fr. George to
express his heartfelt desire to assist in the establishment and
growth of our parish community and to become a major
benefactor of the parish. With prayerful discernment, he sought
and received the blessing of our Bishop for the privilege of
offering a significant gift of $100,000 to help secure a
permanent home for the faithful.

With the blessings of His Eminence Metropolitan Alexios, the
parish’'s preferred land site—a ten-acre parcel on Ebenezer
Road, just one mile from the city limits of Peachtree City—was
approved. Charlie's first major gift was offered toward the
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acquisition of this property, and it was united with the sacrificial
offerings of our parishioners to make possible the purchase of
the land upon which our parish now stands. This foundational
act of generosity quite literally planted the Church in this
community and made real the vision of a permanent parish
home.

In a deeply personal and meaningful act of devotion, the
mission was named St. Christopher Hellenic Orthodox Church, in
honor of Charlie's beloved father, Christos, of blessed
memory—a name now woven into the daily prayers and life of
our parish. Each year, we gather with joy and thanksgiving to
celebrate our Patronal Feast on May 9, the Feast of St.
Christopher the Martyr of Lycea, remembering not only the
witness of the saint, but also the faith and devotion that gave
our parish its name and place.

As St. Christopher bore witness through faith, perseverance, and
self-offering, his words continue to speak to us today:

“Everything I have I offer to Christ, Who first
offered Himself for me.”

These words beautifully reflect the spirit in which Charlie lived
and gave—freely, faithfully, and in service to Christ and His
Church.
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At this time, we also acknowledge with profound gratitude
Charlie's second and final gift, an estate bequest of $100,000,
received following the Vigil Services for the Feast of Holy
Theophany by Fr. George on behalf of the parish. This gift will
be dedicated to the construction of our new church complex, a
sacred work that is now about to begin. Just as Charlie helped
us secure the physical land upon which our parish stands, he
now helps us raise the holy structure that will stand upon it—
offering glory to God and shelter to generations of the faithful
yet to come.

Charlie trusted this parish to build a permanent church, and his
legacy will live on not only in stone and mortar, but in the
prayers, sacraments, and lives formed within those walls. May
his example inspire each of us to remain faithful, fervent, and
committed to building up God's Holy Body, offering back to
Him the gifts we have received—through Charlie’s generosity
and through the sacrifices of so many faithful parishioners who
continue this sacred work.

May the Lord grant rest to the soul of Charlie Masterpolis, and
may his memory be eternal. His kindness, vision, and devotion
will forever remain etched into the foundation and future of St.
Christopher Hellenic Orthodox Church.

Aiwvia 1| pvijpn. May Charlie’s memory be eternal!
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Through God's grace, Charlie's gift was given to
Fr. George on Monday by Mr. Nick Moraitiakis,
Esqg., who as Atlanta Metropolis Vice-Chair
assisted Savannah attorneys with the legal
resolution of Mr. Charlie Masterpolis’ estate after
he fell asleep in the Lord in 2017.

On Tuesday
after church

services, Fr. George shared news of this
generous gift with those present and
asked Cynthia Cromartie to receive the
estate gift from Mr. Masterpolis and
give to our Parish Council President,
Mr. Stephen Sarantis.

Afterwards, Fr. George and
‘ Presbytera Marinda visited and
blessed our new property with Holy
Water from the Great Blessing of
the Waters on Holy Theophany.
They prayed the Trisagion Service in
loving memory of Anastasios Charlie
Masterpolis, whose generous
support and prayers have assisted
us from almost the beginning of our
parish.

| May his memory be eternal and
may his prayers continue to support our new St. Christopher Church.
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Join Us This Saturday for the Vasilopita Dinner & Auction!

A Celebration of Faith, Fellowship, and Generosity

As we rejoice in the light of Theophany—the Baptism of our
Lord that sanctifies creation and calls us to renewal—we are
invited to reflect that holiness through acts of love and service.
This Saturday’s Vasilopita Dinner and Auction is a blessed
opportunity to do just that!

Ministries We Support
Through the Vasilopita Dinner & Auction
St. Basil’s Academy
Providing Care and Hope for Children in Need
Located in Garrison, NY, this Greek Orthodox Archdiocese
institution offers a safe, nurturing environment for orphans and



children from broken homes. It provides spiritual guidance,
education, and emotional support to help them grow into
faithful, responsible adults.

Bloom Our Youth

Restoring Dignity to Foster Children in Georgia

Bloom serves foster children and families by providing essential
resources, clothing, and comfort items during difficult
transitions. Their mission is to bring dignity and hope to young
lives in crisis

Paradise4Kids

Sharing Christ’s Love in Western Africa

Paradise4Kids is an Orthodox Christian charity serving
impoverished children and communities in Sierra Leone. Their
work includes providing food, education, medical care, and
spiritual support, partnering with Orthodox missionaries to
bring hope and transformation to those in need.

Through these efforts, we extend Christ’s light to young hearts
both here at home and across the world.

How can you help?
. Attend the dinner and share in fellowship.
. Use your God-given talents to bake a Vasilopita or another

dessert for the auction. Your creativity and offering will
become a gift of hope for children in need.
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In the spirit of St. Basil, whose life was marked by compassion
and service, let us blend fellowship, creativity, and generosity
into a celebration that reflects the love of Christ. As St. Basil
teaches:

“Let the poor man be considered as the treasury of Christ. For
what you give to him, you give to Christ.”

Join us and make this evening a true witness of faith in action.

Get Ready for a Night of Fun, Laughter & Giving!
Our Philoptochos Vasilopita

Dinner & Auction Evening is
shaping up to be extra special—
and we couldn’t be more excited to

announce that our beloved Charlie

afﬁrd»a'y,January 10th|5-8 PM

All Saints Church Lungaro will be taking the

microphone as our Auctioneer!

PLEASE BRING YOUR
FAVORITE HOMEMADE
BAKED GOOD

With Charlie at the helm, you can
count on great humor, lively
bidding, and plenty of smiles, all in
the spirit of love and generosity.
Together, we'll raise much-needed
support for our three ministries

dedicated to caring for children,
Bloom Our Youth g Ve,
Paradise4Kids by, Vg

Contact Marinda Tsahakis at
678-938-7753 to share what baked
item(s) you are bringing for auction.

making this a night where joy truly

meets purpose.

Our Co-Chairs, Presbytera Marinda

and Angelique Soulakos, along
with their Philoptochos co-workers, invite you to be ready to laugh, to bid, and
to give— it's going to be a beautiful evening for a beautiful cause at All Saints
Church, 149 Ebenezer Rd, Fayetteville, GA 30215, from 5:00 — 8:00 p.m.

15
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Join Us Often with Your Family
Wednesday, January 7, Synaxis of John the

Holy Glorious Prophet, Baptist, & Forerunner

31N03HIS S.433im —

9:00 Divine Liturgy

Saturday, January 10 (at all Saints Anglican Church)

5:00 Philoptochos Vasilopita & Auction (Bring your dinner side
dish to share with others and your baked goods for auction.)
Sunday, January 11, Sunday After Holy Theophany

8:00 Orthros

9:00 Divine Liturgy, Blessing of Five Loaves & January

Commemorations (We thank Presbytera Marinda and Fr.

George for offering the five loaves), followed by Parish
Council Oath of Office

11:00 Religious Education Classes

12:00 Parish Council Meeting

Sunday, January 18, 12t Sunday of St. Luke

8:00 Orthros

9:00 Divine Liturgy, Memorial Service - George & Penelope
Spetsios & Memorial Reception

10:45 Religious Education Classes



YOURE INVITED TO OUR ANNUAL

VASILOPITA t

LIVE AUCTION & DINNER!

SATURDAY JANUARY 10™ : 5-8PM
FREE ENTRY FEE!

PLEASE BRING A SIDE DISH FOR 8
(MEATS, BEVERAGES, and DESSERT PROVIDED)

All proceeds will benefit:
ST. BASIL'S ACADEMY, BLOOM OUR YOUTH & PARADISE 4 KIDS
ALL SAINTS ANGLICAN CHURCH- 149 EBENEZER ROAD




“May this New Year be a time of quiet,
spiritual renewal. A year shaped by
small, faithful steps: a little more
prayer, kinder words, patient listening,
generous giving, and love that is brave

enough to act. Let us trust God’s timing,

to care for one another with deeper
tenderness, and to recognize Christ in
every person we are called to serve.”

-His Grace Bishop Athenagoras of Nazianzos,
Walional Philoplochos Spirdual Advisor

Happy New Year
Please join us this year as we
embrace a new Hands of Love
program, a Vasilopita Dinner
and Auction, an exciting
March Lenten Retreat, baking,
fellowship, and fundraising!

Our next Board Meeting is:
January 18

Our next General Meeting is:
February 15



Building Our Future: Join Our $1.5M Capital Campaign

Dear Parish Family,

We are excited to announce the launch of our $1.5 million Capital Campaign, a
five-year endeavor to build our future home. This is an incredible opportunity for

us to come together as a community and create a space that will serve and inspire
for generations to come.

To make this vision a reality, we encourage everyone to fill out pledge cards now. Our lenders are looking
for a strong show of commitment from the parish, and your early pledges are crucial 1o meeting their
requirements. As we consider discussions with outside donors, our ability to demonstrate the Parish
Family’s commitment to the capital campaign is an integral part of the process and success to raise funds
from outside our parish. During our last campaign, we raised an impressive average of 5264K per year,
and with your continued support, we are confident we can do it again.

Your participation is vital. Piease continue your éxisting commitment to the stewardship fund and start
giving to the new capital campaign or consider increasing your existing building fund pledge amount.
Jogether, we can tumn our dreams into reality.

Let's build our future home with faith, dednn:zuon and collectwe effort. Please consider completing the
online pledge card today, ‘ : 3 edoe ink so we can show the lenders
our unwavering commitment and take ﬁte nm steps toward our shartd goal.

Here are some examples to consider;

GIVING SCENARIO 1: GIVING SCENARIO 2: GIVING SCENARIO 3: |
Currenthy giving 5100, month Currmt:y giving 5200/ month Currently giving $300/month

* 540 to BuMding Fund * 5100 o Building Fund * 5100 to Bullding Fund

* 580 to Operations = 5100 to Operations + 5200 to Operations

Dduring the Bullding Fund Campaigh || During the Bullding Fund Cempalen || During the Building Fund Campeaign

+  S80 to Bufiding Fund = S200 to Byilding Fund +  S200 to Buflding Fund
__* 560 10 Operations * 5100 to Operations « S200 to Operations
__Total Giving Increase = 40% Toital Giving Increase = 30% ] Total Giving Increase « 13%

Pleaze consider giving with your heart.

With gratitude and hope,

Tom Farmakis



https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdE64P-jkRrF7a3OG1Q3O_qs2Q0ZeH_9QKWtSOup4n4dis0yA/viewform

The Liturgical Arts Academy

Winter Academy - for Beginners
Summer Academy - for Upper Levels
at The Diakonia Retreat Center in Salem, SC

111 Lavamy

LmR‘GICAL
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WINTER ACADEMY: FEB 8 - 14, 2026 * Registration opens 09/23/25
SUMMER ACADEMY: AUG 23 - 29, 2026 * Registration opens 03/23/25

Byzantine
Chant

Byzantine
Iconography

AT A

A week of intensive instruction
in line drawing, color theory,

(H)

et my prayer be set fort

A week of intensive in-person
training in Byzantine notation,

modal theory, ornamentation and
rubrics. Students are accepted
into Beginner thru Master Class
levels based on their application.
Instuctors: J.M.Boyer, S. Herron,
G.Cremeens, P.D Robinson

gilding, painting, and varnishing.

Beginners learn the basics
of the Byzantine technique;
Summer Academy is for

more advanced icon painting.
Instructor: Fr. Anthony Salzman

Foods in Faith

- Learnto make and offer Prosphora, Artoklasia,
% and Koliva for the worship life of the Church.
Winter Academy only.
Instructor: Presvytera Meredyth Houpos
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Visit TheLiturgicalArts.org

info@theliturgicalarts.org



https://www.theliturgicalarts.org/

CLICK TO VIEW LIVESTREAMING OF SCHEDULED SERVICES
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CLICK HERE TO VIEW PREVIOUSLY RECORDED SERVICES



https://player.castr.com/live_0a44a420c5b011edb15bcde07d5a37a5
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCaPfodpLb1UQCQJly7KGRDw/videos
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fast. simple. secure.

Click Image for Online Giving

For questions, please email communications@saintchristopherhoc.org

or call the church office at (770) 347-7729.

Click here for Online Giving Instructions



https://www.eservicepayments.com/cgi-bin/Vanco_ver3.vps?appver3=wWsk24ZWJSTZKsGd1RMKlg0BDvsSG3VIWQCPJNNxD8upkiY7JlDavDsozUE7KG0nFx2NSo8LdUKGuGuF396vbYoUfLTobdYdtFTFcQ7py_CXHubq5Z7ap5JVmPErc4ZeYHCKCZhESjGNQmZ5B-6dx2nExef1vgjFCGA94_ZVJ4Q%3D&amp;ver=3
mailto:communications@saintchristopherhoc.org
https://mcusercontent.com/24b242fbda61af617e00ee4ca/files/27a3d9e3-b273-4a8c-aa53-f76b90ab4d42/Instructions_for_Online_Giving_.pdf
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Click image to view our parish calendar
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