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Liturgical Guide for Saturday, February 21, 2026 
ON THIS DAY, THE SECOND SATURDAY OF THE SOULS, WE 
REMEMBER THE SAINTS, MEN AND WOMEN, WHO DID SHINE FORTH 
IN THE ASCETIC LIFE. WE ALSO COMMEMORATE Timothy the 
Righteous; John III, Patriarch of Constantinople; Eustathius, 
Bishop of Antioch; and Zachariah, Patriarch of Jerusalem. By the 
intercessions of all Your monastic Saints, O Christ our God, have 
mercy on us. Amen. 

http://www.patriarchate.org/
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Welcome, Visitors and Newcomers, to our Parish! 
 

We invite you to enter your name, mail/email addresses, in our Guest Register (near 
the entrance) if you are interested in joining and assisting with our mission’s 
development. We want to keep you informed of our schedule and location of services. 
You and your family are welcome; we look forward to knowing you. We invite you and 
your family to join and assist us often! 
 
Please consider that only baptized and chrismated Orthodox Christians in canonical 
good standing may approach for Holy Communion. All are invited to partake of the 
Antidoron ("instead of the gifts") distributed at the conclusion of today’s Divine 
Liturgy. 

 
SPECIAL HYMNS SUNG BEFORE/AFTER SMALL ENTRANCE 
  

1. Hymn for Second Antiphon – (Hymnal-pp.28): 
On the occasion of today’s feast, we sing the following hymn instead of the regular Soson 
imas, “Save us, O Son of God”: “Save us, O Son of God, among the saints glorified, 
as we sing to You, Alleluia.” 
 
2./3. Special Hymn for Saturday of Souls – (not in Hymnal): 
It is sung before and after the Small Entrance. O God of our Fathers, since You always 
deal with us in accordance with Your gentleness, do not withdraw Your mercy 
from us, but at their fervent entreaties, pilot our life in peace. 
 
4. Hymn Commemorating St. Christopher – (see music distributed): 
It is sung after the Small Entrance: Made comely with garments woven from 
your venerable blood, you stand before the Lord, the King of Heaven and earth, 
O famed Martyr Christopher. With the choirs of Angels and the Martyrs you 
chant, singing the thrice-holy hymn and most awesome praises. Thus, by your 
intercessions with God, save us, your servants.  
 
5. Kontakion  (Hymnal-pp.224-227): 
It is sung after the Small Entrance: O unfailing protection of Christians, and 
our faithful advocate before the Creator: though we are sinners, do not ignore 
our entreaty; but in your goodness, grant your timely help to us who appeal 



to you in faith. Quickly make intercession; on our behalf make speedy 
supplication, O Theotokos, for you always protect those who honor you.  
 
6. Communion Hymn  (Hymnal-pp.328): 
On the occasion of today¹s feast, the following hymn is sung instead of 
“Aineite” or “Praise the Lord”: “The memory of the righteous will endure 
forever. (Ps. 111[112]). Alleluia.” 
 
SCRIPTURAL PASSAGES FROM TODAY'S DIVINE LITURGY 

 

The Scriptures were not given us for this only, that we might have them in books, but 
that we might engrave them on our hearts.                      – St. John Chrysostom 
 
Epistle Reading (Gal. 5:22-6:2): 
By contrast, the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, 
kindness, generosity, faithfulness, gentleness, and self-control. There 
is no law against such things. And those who belong to Christ Jesus 
have crucified the flesh with its passions and desires. If we live by the 
Spirit, let us also be guided by the Spirit. Let us not become conceited, 
competing against one another, envying one another. My friends, if 
anyone is detected in a transgression, you who have received the 
Spirit should restore such a one in a spirit of gentleness. Take care 
that you yourselves are not tempted. Bear one another’s burdens, and 
in this way you will fulfill the law of Christ. 
 
Gospel Reading During Divine Liturgy (Matt. 6:1-13): 
“Beware of practicing your piety before others in order to be seen by 
them; for then you have no reward from your Father in heaven. “So 
whenever you give alms, do not sound a trumpet before you, as the 
hypocrites do in the synagogues and in the streets, so that they may 



be praised by others. Truly I tell you, they have received their reward. 
But when you give alms, do not let your left hand know what your 
right hand is doing, so that your alms may be done in secret; and your 
Father Who sees in secret will reward you. “And whenever you pray, 
do not be like the hypocrites; for they love to stand and pray in the 
synagogues and at the street corners, so that they may be seen by 
others. Truly I tell you, they have received their reward. But whenever 
you pray, go into your room and shut the door and pray to your 
Father Who is in secret; and your Father Who sees in secret will 
reward you. “When you are praying, do not heap up empty phrases 
as the Gentiles do; for they think that they will be heard because of 
their many words. Do not be like them, for your Father knows what 
you need before you ask Him. “Pray then in this way: Our Father in 
heaven, hallowed be Your Name. Your kingdom come. Your will be 
done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our debts, as we also have forgiven our debtors. And 
do not bring us to the time of trial, but rescue us from the evil one. 
 
On this the twenty-third year of celebrating the Saturday of the Souls together at St. Christopher’s, 
we continue to thank each of you for your presence and support. Although it may seem like we are 
just a handful of men, women and children, if we commit ourselves to serving our Lord and Savior, 
Jesus Christ, we will experience the miracle of growth as the Holy Spirit brings others into His service 
to help us build His new church in the Peachtree City, Georgia area for the glory of God! 
 

COMMUNITY SCHEDULE 
 

 Saturday, February 21st (2nd Saturday of the Souls) 
   9:00 am     Divine Liturgy/Memorial Service   

 
Your continued support and mutual encouragement are essential and appreciated! 
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