
Our Lady of the Eucharist Parish  
 

In the tradition of Blessed Sacrament † St. Mary’s Assumption † St. Mary, Help of Christians 

 

A Welcoming Community 
 

PARISH COMMUNITY MISSION STATEMENT 
 

Our Lady of the Eucharist Parish Community, inspired 
by the Word of God and nourished by the Body and 
Blood of Christ, serves as a community of Catholic 
Christians, proclaiming the Gospel and striving to be 
disciples of Jesus Christ through love, Liturgy, prayer, 
on-going faith formation, and charitable works for all 
God's people.  
 

Pastoral Staff 

 
Sister Mary Ann Cody, I.H.M., Parish Life Coordinator 
Rev. Paul McDonnell, O.S.J., Sacramental Minister 

Rev. Joseph Evanko, V.E., Priest Moderator 
Rev. Thomas J. Maloney, Pastor Emeritus 
Ben Brubaker, Director of Music Ministry 

JoAnne McHale, Coordinator of Religious Education 
Barbara Grimes, Coordinator Lucky # Calendar 

Dennis Grimes, Coordinator of Grounds and Maintenance 
Mary Hanczyc, Coordinator of Social Service Ministries 

A Community Who Worships 
 
Mass Schedule  
Saturday Vigil Mass: 4:00 PM   
Sunday:   8:30 AM, 11:00 AM  
Weekdays:    8:00 AM (Monday through Friday) 
Holy Days:   As scheduled in the bulletin 

 
Sacrament of Reconciliation  
Saturday: 3:15-3:45 PM and by appointment 
 

Sacrament of Baptism  
The Sacrament of Baptism is the first of the Sacraments of 

Initiation.  In the celebration of this Sacrament we welcome new 

members into our parish community.  For this reason we 

encourage the celebration of Baptism at a weekend Mass.  

Parents expecting a child should contact the parish office before 

the birth of their child. 

 
Sacrament of Marriage   
Marriage is a special sacrament of love and commitment.  

Couples planning marriage should contact the parish life 

coordinator at least six months to one year prior to the desired 

date of marriage in order that they may be properly prepared for 

the Sacrament. 

 
Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults  
Christian Initiation is a process by which people become 

members of the Roman Catholic Church.  This process is for:  

persons seeking a community of faith, persons of other religious 

traditions interested in learning more about the Roman Catholic 

faith; baptized Catholics who have not received all the 

sacraments for full communion, namely Confirmation and 

Eucharist.  For more information call the parish office. 

 

A Community Who Serves 
Ministry to the Sick and Elderly 
On the first Friday of each month Communion is brought to 

those who are unable to participate in Sunday Mass because of 

age or health.  The Sacrament of the Anointing of the Sick is 

celebrated with anyone seriously ill, anticipating a serious 

operation, or quite elderly.  Please notify the parish office of 

anyone desiring these Sacraments, as well as anyone in the 

hospital or a nursing home. 

 
A Community Who Shares the Word 

Religious Education 
The continued spiritual formation of our young people is the 

shared responsibility of parents and the parish community. 

Classes for grades 1 through 7 meet on Sundays from 9:30 a.m. 

to 10:45 a.m. in the Religious Education Center. Confirmation 

Class meets according to published schedule. For more 

information concerning Religious Education, call the parish 

office. 

The parish sponsors Catholic education through the Holy 

Redeemer School System.  For more information regarding any 

school, please contact the principal.   

Holy Redeemer High School, Wilkes-Barre ............ 570-829-2424 

Holy Rosary School, Duryea ................................... 570-457-2553 

Wyoming Area Catholic, Exeter .............................. 570-654-7982 

 

Weekly Devotions 
 The Miraculous Medal Novena is celebrated every 

Monday, after the 8:00 a.m. Mass 

 The Novena to Saint Jude is celebrated every 

Wednesday, after the 8:00 a.m. Mass. 

 

 

PARISH NUMBERS 

Parish Phone Number ................................... 570-654-0263 

Parish e-mail .................................. olepittston@gmail.com 

PARISH OFFICE HOURS 

535 N. Main Street, Pittston, PA 

Monday and Tuesday from 9:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. 

Wednesday – Home, Hospital & Nursing Home Visitation 

All other times, by appointment. 

Parish Webpage....................... www.eucharist-pittston.org 

Parish Facebook Page...www.facebook.com/OLEPARISH  

 

  

 

mailto:olepittston@gmail.com
http://www.eucharist-pittston.org/
http://www.facebook.com/OLEPARISH


First Sunday of Advent  November 27/28, 2021

Readings for the Week of November 28, 2021 
Sunday:  Jer 33:14-16/1 Thes 3:12—4:2/Ps 25:4-5, 8-9, 

10, 14/Lk 21:25-28, 34-36  

Monday:  Is 2:1-5/Ps 122:1-2, 3-4b, 4cd-5, 6-7, 8-9/ 

Mt 8:5-11 

Tuesday:  Rom 10:9-18/Ps 19:8, 9, 10, 11/Mt 4:18-22 

Wednesday: Is 25:6-10a/Ps 23:1-3a, 3b-4, 5, 6/Mt 15:29-37 

Thursday: Is 26:1-6/Ps 118:1, 8-9, 19-21, 25-27a/ 

Mt 7:21, 24-27 

Friday:  Is 29:17-24/Ps 27:1, 4, 13-14/Mt 9:27-31 

Saturday: Is 30:19-21, 23-26/Ps 147:1-2, 3-4, 5-6/ 

Mt 9:35—10:1, 5a, 6-8 

Next Sunday: Bar 5:1-9/Ps 126:1-2, 2-3, 4-5, 6/Phil 1:4-6,  

8-11/Lk 3:1-6 
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Observances for the Week of November 28, 2021 
Sunday:  1st Sunday of Advent 

Monday:  

Tuesday:  St. Andrew, Apostle 

Wednesday:  

Thursday:  

Friday:  St. Francis Xavier, Priest  

Saturday: St. John Damascene, Priest/Doctor of the Church  

Next Sunday: 2nd Sunday of Advent 
©2021 Liturgical Publications Inc 

 

 

LIVE THE LITURGY –  

INSPIRATION FOR THE WEEK 
Any human success requires vigilance. Opportunities and 
powerful moments of encounter can easily be missed when we 
are not attentive. It is all too easy today to live distracted and 
preoccupied lives. There is so much vying for our attention that 
it can be hard to be selective and really focus. Caught up in this 
whirlwind of busyness and anxiety, we become tired and almost 
sleepwalk through life. Advent is a time to selectively focus. 
These beautiful four short weeks are a time to look backward 
and forward and be attentive to the human journey and God’s 
revelation. From the beginning of time, God has been seeking 
our attention. He constantly reminds us of the justice he desires 
to bring and the promise of his abiding unconditional love. 
Understanding and growing in these truths requires alertness so 
that we can be strengthened in our faith and prepared for 
whatever will come. 

©2021 Liturgical Publications Inc 
 

 

 
Our regular weekly collection for 
the weekend of Nov 20/21 
amounted to $2,723.00. The 

annual collection for the Missions amounted to $308.00. 
Online deposits for the week amounted to $824.10. Thank 
you for your generosity to the mission of our parish 
community. 

 

 
 

 

for Nov 27 – Dec 5, 2021 
 

 

 
Our Christmas Giving Tree will be in 
place hopefully by the First Sunday of 
Advent. This year we will be looking to 
bring joy to the veterans at the Gino 
Merli Center in Scranton. Sheets with 
suggested items can be found on the 

table in the back of the Church. Just bring the items back, not 
wrapped and we will deliver them to the Center on Monday, 
December 20, 2021. We will also be assisting the Catherine 
MaCauley House where the staff helps to find housing 
assistance for women and children in need. They get a number 
of items for children so their greatest need is gifts for teens. 
Here are a few suggestions: bath and body/cologne/perfume 
sets targeted towards teens, earbuds/headphones, nail stuff, 
grooming kits, hair dryers/straighteners, wallets, watches, 
journals and art supplies. Once again – no need to wrap and we 
will deliver on Monday, December 20, 2021. 
 
 

Friday of this week is First Friday 

and we will have Adoration of the 

Blessed Sacrament from after the 

8:00 a.m. Mass until 9:00 a.m. 
 

FIRST SUNDAY OF ADVENT 

Sat 4:00 p.m. Guy, Marianne & Katherine Acierno – 

Coreen Milazzo 

Sun 8:30a.m. People of the Parish 

Sun 11:00 a.m. Rose & Chet Kaspriski – Helen Ann 

DePrimo 

Mon 8:00 a.m. Mike Orleski – Mike, Mara & Tony 

Valenti 

Tues 8:00 a.m. Marianne Acierno – M/M Robert Gable 

Wed 8:00 a.m. Genevieve Tomaszewski – Mary 

Ankenbrand 

Thur 8:00 a.m. Robert M Fedorchak – Mary C 

Fedorchak & Family 

Fri 8:00 a.m. Leo A. Tighe – Naomi Whalen 

SECOND SUNDAY OF ADVENT 

Sat 4:00 p.m. People of the Parish 

Sun 8:30 a.m. Leonard Yashinski – Rob & Katelyn 

Macario 

 11:00 a.m. Stanley Morkavage – Marilyn 

Fitzgerald 
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November 28, 2021 

1
st

 Sunday of Advent 

Staying awake can often 

be a challenge, especially 

when we are exhausted. 

Life’s demands have a way 

of zapping every last bit of 

energy out of us. When we are tired it affects us not only 

physically, but psychologically and spiritually as well. All of our 

senses are dulled and diminished. We can overlook details, 

become disinterested, lethargic and apathetic, and detached. 

Getting sufficient physical rest only helps so much. We need to 

be rejuvenated, refreshed, and reenergized in other ways. If we 

are psychologically exhausted, we need to understand what is 

draining our emotions and taxing our relationships. If we are 

spiritually tired, we need to find the necessary “shot in the arm” 

to put us back in touch with God. Unfortunately, exhaustion is 

seldom limited to just one part of who we are. When we lack 

energy and zeal it is usually the case that everything suffers. We 

not only are affected physically, but psychologically and 

spiritually as well. In short, when we run out of gas the engine 

stops. 

And yet, our Lord’s directive is clear, “Be vigilant at all times.” 

Even Jesus knew what “the anxieties of daily life” can do to us. 

One day pours into another and time quickly flies by. Any one of 

us can take a moment and reflect on how many wonderful, 

creative opportunities we miss because there is always so much 

“stuff” to do and so little time to do it. Usually these are missed 

moments of love, and if we are missing love encounters we are 

also missing God. Sleepwalking through life, we check the boxes 

next to our list of “must and have to dos” and justify it all by 

convincing ourselves that tomorrow is another day and there’ll 

be more time. It may surprise us, but tomorrow is here, and 

time is running out. While we may like to believe that we have 

an “eternity” of time to do all those things that require the 

focus, energy, and desire we do not currently have, we don’t. 

We’re on a limited ride and time is short. 

Jesus is also clear on another point. “That day [will] catch you by 
surprise like a trap.” If we are going to be judged on love and so 
easily justify not having all that much time to do so, then it 
seems we must shift focus a bit. St. Teresa of Calcutta tells us, 
“We desire to be able to welcome Jesus at Christmas-time, not 
in a cold manger of our heart, but in a heart full of love and 
humility, a heart so pure, so immaculate, so warm with love for 
one another.” Getting to this place doesn’t “just happen.” It 
requires vigilance and discipline both with a knowledge of what 
is really of importance and what really needs to be the focus of 
our energy and time. Pray, starting now and not tomorrow, that 
we can stay alert, be strengthened in our faith, and prepared for 
whatever will come. Don’t miss another opportunity to love.  
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Father Paul will be 
happy to visit 
parishioners who are 
homebound or in the 

hospital. Please call the office at 570-654-0263 and 
leave your name and phone number. Father Paul will 
call to make an appointment for a home visit. In cases 
of an emergency, please call Sister Mary Ann at 570-
407-2914 (at any time – day or night) and she will 
make the arrangements for a priest. 

 

CARE AND CONCERN CLINIC SEEKING NURSES 

Saint John the Evangelist Parish, 35 William Street in 

Pittston, is seeking volunteer nurses to assist with its 

Care and Concern Free Health Clinic, which will 

hopefully reopen in the near future.  Anyone 

interested in this volunteer experience is asked to call 

Saint John's parish office at 570-654-0053 to schedule 

an interview with Father Joseph Elston, Pastor.  Time 

commitment would be several hours on Wednesday 

evenings. 
 

Catholic Parishes from Lackawanna  
and Luzerne Counties 

Present Light and Life to All He Brings,  
an Advent Service of Word and Song 

Three Roman Catholic parishes in northeastern Pennsylvania are 
continuing an annual tradition of collaborating to present two 
special services during the upcoming Advent season. Light and 
Life to All He Brings, an Advent service of word and song, will be 
presented in locations in Lackawanna and Luzerne Counties on 
Thursday, December 9 and Sunday, December 12. Both services 
are free and open to the public. 
The first service will be held at 7 PM on Thursday, December 9 
at Holy Family Parish Church, 574 Bennett Street, Luzerne. The 
second is set for Sunday, December 12 at St. Anthony of Padua 
Church, 208 Smith Street, Dunmore, beginning at 6 PM. 
This year marks the twelfth year of this remarkable 
collaboration among three parishes in two counties. The music 
for the service features the combined choir of voices from Holy 
Family Parish, Luzerne (Rev. Jarrod Waugh, CSC, administrator); 
Saints Anthony and Rocco Parish, Dunmore (Rev. David P. 
Cappelloni, Pastor); and Our Lady of Mount Carmel Parish, 
Dunmore (Rev. John Doris, Pastor), as well as several soloists 
and an instrumental ensemble.  The Directors of Music at the 
parishes are, respectively, Linda Houck, Joseph Moffitt, and Geri 
Seitzinger. Light and Life to All He Brings, offers those who 
participate an opportunity to embrace the season of Advent and 
its spirit of preparation for Christmas through Scripture readings 

and musical selections.  
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Our Goal for this year’s Annual Appeal is once again 
$16,000.00. As of Tuesday, 11/22/2021 we were at 71% of 
our goal. Our Parishioners have donated $11,365.00.  
 
Please plan to join us on Sunday, December 5th, at 3PM, in St. 
Mary’s Church of the Immaculate Conception, Our Lady of 
Fatima Parish, 134 South Washington Street, Wilkes-Barre, as 
the Catholic Choral Society of Scranton presents An Advent 
Christmas Concert.  Admission is free, free-will offering. 
Principals are: Director Ann Manganiello, Accompanist Kimberly 
Gnall, Percussion Monica Spishock and the Holy Redeemer High 
School Handbell Choir. 
 

SERVICE OF LESSONS AND CAROLS 
A Service of Lessons and Carols presented by lectors and 

musicians from Saint John the Evangelist and Saint Joseph 

Marello Parishes in Pittston will be held Wednesday, 

December 15 at 7:00 p.m. at Saint Joseph Marello Parish, 

237 William Street in Pittston.  All are invited to attend! 

 
 

First Sunday in Advent: 
Hope 

READER ONE: Every year we 
light candles as we prepare 
for the coming of Christ. 
More and more candles, 
more and more light, 

as we watch and wait for Jesus, the Light of the World. 
ALL: God of Promise, come into our darkness. Renew your 
hope in us, for you alone bring life out of death. 
READER TWO: Receive God’s promise of hope from Psalm 
33: The eyes of the LORD are on those who fear him, on 
those whose hope is in his unfailing love, to deliver them 
from death and keep them alive in famine. 
ALL:  We wait in hope for the LORD; he is our help and our 
shield. In him our hearts rejoice, for we trust in his holy 
name. May your unfailing love rest upon us, O LORD, 
even as we put our hope in you. 
Light the candle of hope 

 
 
 

 

Little Rock Scripture Study – December 2021 
Few people have influenced 
Christian spirituality, theology, and 
history as profoundly as Mary, 
mother of Jesus. During this 3 day 
study we will explore three key 
events early in her life that set the 
course for her role in salvation 
history. Learn what it means to be 
favored by God. Our classes will 
meet on Wednesdays, December 1, 
8 and 15 after the 8AM Mass and 

again in the evening at 7PM. Please email 
olepittston@gmail.com call the parish office (570-654-
0263) to register. Those registered may pick up their 
books at the back of the Church. 

 
Preparing the Manger 
Where do you fall in 
the “Christmas-songs-
in-November” debate 
— do you like them, 

tolerate them, or outright hate them? There’s no 
theological problem with Christmas songs in November 
outside of worship, even if it’s not everyone’s cup of tea. 
But there is a problem with getting so caught up in the 
baggage of the season — the trimmings, the gifts, the 
celebrations, all of which are marvelous in their own way 
— that you forget to prepare the manger. 
Every good Catholic knows that Lent is a penitential 
season. It’s hard to miss that point — Lent doesn’t even 
have any fun songs you can groove to on the radio. We are 
pretty good at recognizing that Lent calls us to examine 
ourselves. To deny ourselves. To give of ourselves. And 
most of all, Lent calls us to prepare, as a good steward 
does, for the return of our master. 
It’s harder for us to remember that with Advent, but 
Advent is just as much of an opportunity for penance, 
preparation, and reconciliation to God — and just as much 
reason, too. The very name of the season — “advent” — 
encourages us to focus on what is coming, not what is 
already here. Be on guard, the readings tell us today, “so 
that your hearts are not weighed down with dissipation 
and drunkenness and the worries of this life, and (the 
coming of the Lord) catch you unexpectedly, like a trap.” 
So let us not forget — our master’s advent is upon us. And 
let us ask ourselves: how can we prepare the manger? 

— Tracy Earl Welliver, MTS 
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