
Our Lady of the Eucharist Parish  
 

In the tradition of Blessed Sacrament † St. Mary’s Assumption † St. Mary, Help of Christians 

 

A Welcoming Community 
 

PARISH COMMUNITY MISSION STATEMENT 
 

Our Lady of the Eucharist Parish Community, inspired 
by the Word of God and nourished by the Body and 
Blood of Christ, serves as a community of Catholic 
Christians, proclaiming the Gospel and striving to be 
disciples of Jesus Christ through love, Liturgy, prayer, 
on-going faith formation, and charitable works for all 
God's people.  
 

Pastoral Staff 

 
Sister Mary Ann Cody, I.H.M., Parish Life Coordinator 
Rev. Paul McDonnell, O.S.J., Sacramental Minister 

Rev. Joseph Evanko, V.E., Priest Moderator 
Rev. Thomas J. Maloney, Pastor Emeritus 
Ben Brubaker, Director of Music Ministry 

JoAnne McHale, Coordinator of Religious Education 
Barbara Grimes, Coordinator Lucky # Calendar 

Dennis Grimes, Coordinator of Grounds and Maintenance 
Mary Hanczyc, Coordinator of Social Service Ministries 

A Community Who Worships 
 
Mass Schedule  
Saturday Vigil Mass: 4:00 PM   
Sunday:   8:30 AM, 11:00 AM  
Weekdays:    8:00 AM (Monday through Friday) 
Holy Days:   As scheduled in the bulletin 

 
Sacrament of Reconciliation  
Saturday: 3:15-3:45 PM and by appointment 
 

Sacrament of Baptism  
The Sacrament of Baptism is the first of the Sacraments of 

Initiation.  In the celebration of this Sacrament we welcome new 

members into our parish community.  For this reason we 

encourage the celebration of Baptism at a weekend Mass.  

Parents expecting a child should contact the parish office before 

the birth of their child. 

 
Sacrament of Marriage   
Marriage is a special sacrament of love and commitment.  

Couples planning marriage should contact the parish life 

coordinator at least six months to one year prior to the desired 

date of marriage in order that they may be properly prepared for 

the Sacrament. 

 
Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults  
Christian Initiation is a process by which people become 

members of the Roman Catholic Church.  This process is for:  

persons seeking a community of faith, persons of other religious 

traditions interested in learning more about the Roman Catholic 

faith; baptized Catholics who have not received all the 

sacraments for full communion, namely Confirmation and 

Eucharist.  For more information call the parish office. 

 

A Community Who Serves 
Ministry to the Sick and Elderly 
On the first Friday of each month Communion is brought to 

those who are unable to participate in Sunday Mass because of 

age or health.  The Sacrament of the Anointing of the Sick is 

celebrated with anyone seriously ill, anticipating a serious 

operation, or quite elderly.  Please notify the parish office of 

anyone desiring these Sacraments, as well as anyone in the 

hospital or a nursing home. 

 
A Community Who Shares the Word 

Religious Education 
The continued spiritual formation of our young people is the 

shared responsibility of parents and the parish community. 

Classes for grades 1 through 7 meet on Sundays from 9:30 a.m. 

to 10:45 a.m. in the Religious Education Center. Confirmation 

Class meets according to published schedule. For more 

information concerning Religious Education, call the parish 

office. 

The parish sponsors Catholic education through the Holy 

Redeemer School System.  For more information regarding any 

school, please contact the principal.   

Holy Redeemer High School, Wilkes-Barre ............ 570-829-2424 

Holy Rosary School, Duryea ................................... 570-457-2553 

Wyoming Area Catholic, Exeter .............................. 570-654-7982 

 

Weekly Devotions 
 The Miraculous Medal Novena is celebrated every 

Monday, after the 8:00 a.m. Mass 

 The Novena to Saint Jude is celebrated every 

Wednesday, after the 8:00 a.m. Mass. 

 

 

PARISH NUMBERS 

Parish Phone Number ................................... 570-654-0263 

Parish e-mail .................................. olepittston@gmail.com 

PARISH OFFICE HOURS 

535 N. Main Street, Pittston, PA 

Monday and Tuesday from 9:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. 

Wednesday – Home, Hospital & Nursing Home Visitation 

All other times, by appointment. 

Parish Webpage....................... www.eucharist-pittston.org 

Parish Facebook Page...www.facebook.com/OLEPARISH  

 

  

 

mailto:olepittston@gmail.com
http://www.eucharist-pittston.org/
http://www.facebook.com/OLEPARISH


Second Sunday of Advent  December 4/5, 2021

Readings for the Week of December 5, 2021 
Sunday:  Bar 5:1-9/Ps 126:1-2, 2-3, 4-5, 6/Phil 1:4-6,  

8-11/Lk 3:1-6  

Monday:  Is 35:1-10/Ps 85:9ab, 10, 11-12, 13-14/ 

Lk 5:17-26 

Tuesday:  Is 40:1-11/Ps 96:1-2, 3,10ac, 11-12, 13/ 

Mt 18:12-14 

Wednesday: Gn 3:9-15, 20/Ps 98:1, 2-3ab, 3cd-4/ 

Eph 1:3-6, 11-12/Lk 1:26-38 

Thursday: Is 41:13-20/Ps 145:1, 9, 10-11, 12-13ab/ 

Mt 11:11-15 

Friday:  Is 48:17-19/Ps 1:1-2, 3, 4, 6/Mt 11:16-19 

Saturday: Sir 48:1-4, 9-11/Ps 80:2ac, 3b, 15-16, 18-19 

Mt 17:9a, 10-13 

Next Sunday: Zep 3:14-18a/Is12:2-3, 4, 5-6/Phil 4:4-7/ 

Lk 3:10-18 
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Observances for the Week of December 5, 2021 
Sunday:  2nd Sunday of Advent 

Monday:  St. Nicholas, Bishop  

Tuesday:  St. Ambrose, Bishop and Doctor of the Church  

Wednesday: The Immaculate Conception of the  

Blessed Virgin Mary (holy Day of Obligation) 

Thursday: St. Juan Diego Cuauhtlatoatzin  

Friday:  Our Lady of Loreto  

Saturday: St. Damasus I, Pope  

Next Sunday: 3rd Sunday of Advent 
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LIVE THE LITURGY –  

INSPIRATION FOR THE WEEK 
Sometimes, especially when life gets overwhelming and difficult, 
we can find ourselves feeling a bit downhearted and miserable. 
Wallowing in this uncomfortable darkness seems to be our 
norm and it’s difficult to see a way out of, or through, this 
experience. If we listen carefully enough, we will hear God’s 
voice calling out deep within, beckoning us to seek out its 
source and discover the inner calm and peace that can prevail 
over the darkness of despair. Faith tells us that God has already 
begun the creation of a good work in us and is with us, bringing 
it to completion, until Christ Jesus comes again. It is this light of 
God’s glory for which we are asked to pave the way and 
straighten the paths of our lives so that it can shine. With all 
that life can ask of us and bring to us, it is our task to constantly 
discern what is of value. So that we do not get so weighed down 
by things that we no longer see, or feel, God’s salvation. 

©2021 Liturgical Publications Inc 
 

 

 
Our regular weekly collection for 
the weekend of Nov 20/21 
amounted to $2,723.00. The 

annual collection for the Missions amounted to $308.00. 
Online deposits for the week amounted to $824.10. Thank 
you for your generosity to the mission of our parish 
community. 

 

 
 

 

for December 4 - 12, 2021 
 

 

 
Our Christmas Giving Tree will be in 
place hopefully by the First Sunday of 
Advent. This year we will be looking to 
bring joy to the veterans at the Gino 
Merli Center in Scranton. Sheets with 
suggested items can be found on the 

table in the back of the Church. Just bring the items back, not 
wrapped and we will deliver them to the Center on Monday, 
December 20, 2021. We will also be assisting the Catherine 
MaCauley House where the staff helps to find housing 
assistance for women and children in need. They get a number 
of items for children so their greatest need is gifts for teens. 
Here are a few suggestions: bath and body/cologne/perfume 
sets targeted towards teens, earbuds/headphones, nail stuff, 
grooming kits, hair dryers/straighteners, wallets, watches, 
journals and art supplies. Once again – no need to wrap and we 
will deliver on Monday, December 20, 2021. 
 
On Monday, December 20 at 7:00 p.m., Saint John the 

Evangelist Parish, 35 William Street in Pittston, will 

host the annual Pittston Deanery Advent Penance 

Service.  We are requiring that masks be worn 

when receiving the Sacrament.  We are grateful to 

be able to host this service once again and thank 

everyone in advance for their cooperation. 

 
 

SECOND SUNDAY OF ADVENT 

Sat 4:00 p.m. People of the Parish 

Sun 8:30a.m. Leonard Yashinski – Rob & Katelyn 

Macario 

Sun 11:00 a.m. Stanley Morkavage – Marilyn 

Fitzgerald 

Mon 8:00 a.m. Alan Hanczac – Family 

Tues 4:00 p.m. Vigil Mass for the Feast of the 

Immaculate Conception  

Nora English – Mary C Fedorchak and 

Family 

Wed 8:00 a.m. Feast of the Immaculate Conception 

Kathryn A. Quinn – Colleen Motley 

Thur 8:00 a.m. Marianne Acierno – Vince and Barbara 

O’Hop 

Fri 8:00 a.m. Joseph Leandri – Family 

THIRD SUNDAY OF ADVENT 

Sat 4:00 p.m. People of the Parish 

Sun 8:30 a.m. Michael and Mary Aquilina – Florence 

Duffy 

 11:00 a.m. Paul Leonard – Mary Clare Leonard 
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 Sunday of Advent 

St. Ambrose shares some wisdom on 
our need to prepare the way and open 
the door for Christ. “You see that when 

the Word of God knocks hardest on your door, it is when his hair 
is wet with the dew of the night. In fact, he chooses to visit 
those who are in tribulation and trial, lest one of them be 
overwhelmed by distress. So, his head is covered with dew, with 
drops, when his body is laboring hard. It is important to keep 
watch so that when the Bridegroom comes, he is not shut out. If 
you are asleep and your heart is not keeping watch, he will go 
away without knocking; but if your heart is alert for his coming, 
he knocks and asks for the door to be opened to him.” When life 
gets overwhelming and difficult and we find ourselves feeling a 
bit downhearted and miserable, these words can bring great 
comfort. 
We sometimes choose to remain stuck in our uncomfortable 
darkness and being stuck becomes our norm. In this time of self-
focus our hearts are closed to the graces and life God desires to 
give us. Wrapped in the robe of mourning and misery, we fail to 
see the mercy, justice, and love the Bridegroom wants to bring. 
If we take seriously the need to prepare the way for Christ and 
open our hearts in preparation for his visit, we can hear God’s 
gentle voice calling us deep within. It beckons us to seek out its 
source and discover the inner calm and peace that can prevail 
over the darkness of despair. Sometimes our darkness is so dark 
that it may seem unsurmountable. Trusting in the spiritual 
friends who journey with us, and God’s promise may bring a 
glimmer of light even when it is most difficult to keep our 
hearts’ doors open. Sometimes, the only light in the darkness is 
found in trusting the faith of others both past and present. 
We have to trust that God has already begun the 
accomplishment of good work in us and that humanity is on an 
incredible journey to something wonderful and awesome. God 
is not done. When we open the doors of our hearts, straighten 
the paths of our lives, and prepare the way, Jesus can come with 
God’s simple gifts of peace, grace, and joy. Life throws a great 
deal at us. It is easy to get tired and confused. We have to train 
our hearts to keep watch, discern what is of value, and forge 
ahead. Not allowing ourselves to become so weighed down by 
things and brought out of focus is a tremendous goal to achieve 
this Advent season. God is knocking. Answer the door. You will 
see and understand life in ways you never thought possible 
before. 
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Father Paul will be 
happy to visit 
parishioners who are 
homebound or in the 

hospital. Please call the office at 570-654-0263 and 
leave your name and phone number. Father Paul will 
call to make an appointment for a home visit. In cases 
of an emergency, please call Sister Mary Ann at 570-
407-2914 (at any time – day or night) and she will 
make the arrangements for a priest. 

 

33
rd

 ANNUAL LUCKY 

NUMBER CALENDAR  
Letters have been mailed to the 

sponsors of the 30th Annual 

Lucky Number Calendar and will 

soon be mailing letters to all 

those who purchased this year’s 

calendar. This is a major fundraiser for our parish. We 

would encourage those who have not participated in 

the past to consider participating this year. Please be 

advised that payments may be made in installments. If 

you would like and are able to participate this year, 

please call the parish office or use the form below. 

Calendars make wonderful Christmas presents! 

 
Please reserve a 2022 Lucky Number Calendar for: 

 

NAME _____________________________________ 

 

ADDRESS __________________________________ 

 

PHONE _________________________ 

 

Number of Calendars:  ________@ $50 each.   

 

You may drop this in the collection basket or mail it to the 

Rectory Office. Please make checks made payable to 

Lucky Number Calendar.  
 

 
  

 

 

 Save the Date: Our annual Deanery Penance Service in 
preparation for Christmas will be held on Monday, December 
20, 2021 at 7:00 p.m. at St. John the Evangelist. The priests from 
our deanery will be available to celebrate the Sacrament of 
Reconciliation. 
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Our Goal for this year’s Annual Appeal is once again 
$16,000.00. As of Monday, 11/29/2021 we were at 79% of 
our goal. Our Parishioners have donated $12,515.00.  
 

Please plan to join us on Sunday, December 5th, at 3PM, in St. 
Mary’s Church of the Immaculate Conception, Our Lady of 
Fatima Parish, 134 South Washington Street, Wilkes-Barre, as 
the Catholic Choral Society of Scranton presents An Advent 
Christmas Concert.  Admission is free, free-will offering. 
Principals are: Director Ann Manganiello, Accompanist Kimberly 
Gnall, Percussion Monica Spishock and the Holy Redeemer High 
School Handbell Choir. 
 

SERVICE OF LESSONS AND CAROLS 
A Service of Lessons and Carols presented by lectors and 

musicians from Saint John the Evangelist and Saint Joseph 

Marello Parishes in Pittston will be held Wednesday, 

December 15 at 7:00 p.m. at Saint Joseph Marello Parish, 

237 William Street in Pittston.  All are invited to attend! 

 

 
 

Wednesday of this week is the Feast of the 
Immaculate Conception and a Holy Day of 
Obligation. Our Masses for the Feast will be on, 
Tuesday. December 7 at 4PM and on the feast day, 
Wednesday at 8AM. 
Please note that there will be evening Masses 
celebrated on December 8th at: St. John the 
Evangelist at 7:00 p.m.; Nativity of Our Lord, Duryea 
at 7:00 p.m.; and Sacred Heart of Jesus, Dupont at 
5:30 p.m. 
Mass will also be celebrated at 7:00 p.m. at the 
Chapel of the Oblates of St. Joseph. The Mass will 
mark the end of the Year of St. Joseph as proclaimed 
by Pope Francis. Let us remember in a special way 
Father Paul and all the Oblates of St. Joseph who so 
faithfully serve the people of our Diocese. 
 

 
On Monday, December 20 at 7:00 p.m., Saint John the 

Evangelist Parish, 35 William Street in Pittston, will 

host the Pittston Deanery Advent Penance 

Service.  We are requiring that masks be worn 

when receiving the Sacrament.  We are grateful to 

be able to host this service once again and thank 

everyone in advance for their cooperation. 

 

 
 

We will be having a second collection on next 
weekend, Dec 11, 12 at each of our Masses. 

 
We will be decorating 
the Church for Christmas 
on Sunday, December 
19, immediately after 

the 11AM Mass. Many hands will make for less work 
and all are invited to help. 
 
 


