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Who do we need to bring in the circle? 

Who do we need to pray for? 

Family members who are sick. 

Family members who have died. 

Struggles that we are facing? 

Let us bring our joys and sufferings 

onto this circle.  

St. Tekakwitha  

Opening prayer: 

 

God of all nations 

and peoples. You 

have filled Your 

Creation with 

Your mighty presence. Through Your handiwork You 

speak to our heard words that satisfy our every de-

sire.  

 You called Your servant the Mohawk maiden 

Saint Kateri Tekakwitha to embrace the Gospel of 

your Son Jesus Christ to do Your will and to serve 

others with the gifts You gave her.   

 May she who held tight to the cross of Your 

Son through her short life marred by sickness suffer-

ing and persecution, be our intercessor during our 

own trials. May her embrace of the Catholic faith and 

her openness to sharing Jesus with others inspire us 

to be new evangelizers to all cultures and peoples. 

Direction 

Summer 

South 

White 

Sin/ rage/ anger/ lust 

Fruits of the Holy Spirit/ Patience/  
Peace/self control/ 

 
Gifts of the Holy Spirit/ Wisdom  

Knowledge 

  



The Parish Church 

 
   The most critical place where Catholics encounter Christ is the local Church. In the 
parish church, relationships with Christ and the community of the faithful are instigated and 
nourished. It is also the place where we learn about all of the dimensions of our faith. Final-
ly, it is also where we develop our virtues, such as helping the poor and those suffering from 
injustice. 

 Of the essential roles that belong to our local parish church, the most important is 
that of the celebration of the Sacraments. Whenever possible, the parish Church is the prop-
er place to celebrate the sacraments. Sacraments are the way we fully participate in Christ’s 
plan of salvation. 

 Think of the parish Church that you attend on Sunday as the gathering of many differ-
ent churches. Every family is a Church. Think of your home, where you raise your children, 
where you pray together, and where you show love and compassion, especially between a 
husband and wife as a small Church. Now when all of these small Churches get together on 
Sunday, the parish Church comes in. It is a meeting house of all the family Churches. It is 
where Christ is celebrated, but Christ is also celebrated in your home.   

 What is particularly important to Native communities is that the Church and the litur-
gy should reflect the culture of the people that worship there. The Catholic documents are 
clear that the agriculture, furniture, and art in the Church should reflect on the cultural real-
ities that are manifested within the community. One Church in a different community and 
another place should look different.  The Catholic Church wants to make sure that all the 
faithful feel at home where they worship.  The entire design of the parish worship space is 
to enhance the encounter with Christ. The parish church cannot function if it has all of the 
elements that match a different culture.  Like in any environment, we cannot feel at home if 
that environment is foreign to us. 

 Each parish has a pastor. His duties are to lead us by making our lives, families, and 
communities holy by governing the parish to help us journey toward salvation. The last re-
sponsibility of the pastor is to teach us all about Christ. He does that by preaching, living a 
good example, and being our guide to everything holy.  



 

Safe Water  

 

  

 In my work with many tribes and tribal land across the United States, I have found a 
wide variety of infrastructure levels dealing with water issues. Water is one of our basic needs. 
Without it, there cannot be life. This basic fact means that it should be one of the highest pri-
orities. 
 
 One of the reasons that the recent COVID-19 outbreak has been so bad in Indian Coun-
try is the lack of water for basic cleaning. Many Native Americans and Alaska Natives live with-
out safe drinking water or any water hooked up to their homes which negatively affects their 
health. Also, many Native nations and reservations are in rural areas where water is a scarce 
commodity. 
 
 What needs to happen? The Federal Government, in particular, the Bureau of Indian 
Affairs, has the responsibility to build and maintain all of the elements that are present in the 
infrastructure of water safety, transportation, and use. 
 
 Therefore, the first step in improving the water infrastructure is to prioritize projects 
within the Federal Government. As part of the prioritizing process, there need to be four as-
sessments of the water infrastructure for the health and welfare of Native communities.   
 
 The first assessment needs to be on the safety of the water itself.  Because many Natives 
rely on well-water, there needs to be some assurance that the water is safe to drink and use. 
Second, there needs to be an in-depth assessment of the adequacy of transportation. The third 
is assessing the adequacy of older homes, especially in terms of the need for inside plumbing. 
Lastly, there needs to be an assessment of new construction to ensure all new construction is 
up to the specified codes.  
 
  



Closing prayer from the Black and Indian Mission Office: 

 God of all nations and peoples. You have filled your creation with Your 

mighty presence. Through Your handiwork You speak to our hearts words that 

satisfy our every desire. 

 You called Your servant, the Mohawk maiden Saint Kateri Tekakwitha  to 

embrace the Gospel of your Son Jesus Christ, to  do Your will and to serve others 

with the gifts You gave her. 

 May she who held tight to the cross of Your Son throughout her short life 

marked by sickness, suffering, and persecution, be our intercessor during our own 

trials. May her embrace of the Catholic faith and her openness to sharing Jesus 

with others inspire us to be new evangelizers to all cultures and peoples. May she 

who sought our Jesus in the Blessed Sacrament lead up to similar reverences for 

the Eucharist so that, like Saint Kateri, our last words may be, “Jesus, I love You.” 

Amen. 

  

 



Although this was composed by Rev. Michael Carson, the 

USCCB and the Subcommittee on Native American Affairs 

are not responsible for the content. You may use any or all 

of the “Sign Post” for the benefit of the Tekakwitha's Cir-

cles. This is only a suggested guide. Use what you find help-

ful. Each addition has been reviewed by the Tekakwitha Ex-

ecutive Board.  If you have any feedback on how the 

“Signposts” can be improved, I would love to hear from you 

at mcarson@usccb.org. 

The Tekakwitha Conference holds the copyright 

Rev. Mike Carson 


