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Who do we need to bring in the circle? 

Who do we need to pray for: 

Family members who are sick. 

Family members who have died. 

Struggles that we are facing? 

Let us bring our joys and sufferings 

onto this circle.  

St. Tekakwitha  

Opening prayer: 

 

God of all nations 

and peoples. You 

have filled Your 

Creation with 

Your mighty presence. Through Your handiwork You 

speak to our heard words that satisfy our every de-

sire.  

 You called Your servant the Mohawk maiden 

Saint Kateri Tekakwitha to embrace the Gospel of 

your Son Jesus Christ to do Your will and to serve 

others with the gifts You gave her.   

 May she who held tight to the cross of Your 

Son through her short life marred by sickness suffer-

ing and persecution, be our intercessor during our 

own trials. May her embrace of the Catholic faith and 

her openness to sharing Jesus with others inspire us 

to be new evangelizers to all cultures and peoples. 

Fall 

West 

Blue 

Sin 

 Self Centeredness/ Greed/  

Covertness 

Fruits of the Holy Spirit  
Charity (or Love)/ Kindness/ Chasity 

Gifts of the Holy Spirit/ 

Counsel 

 
 



Ecumenicalism 

And  

Interreligious 

Ecumenicalism is a term the Church uses for  working with all of those of the Christen faith. 

  The term Interreligious is the term the Church uses for working with those of different 
faiths that are not Christian.  Both have a deep an d rich history and are vital ministry in our 
Church. The documents of our Church remind sus that the “Concern for the establishment of 
unity is a matter of the whole Church, faithful and pastor alike. Each individual is affected ac-
cruing to his ability;” Untatis Redintegratio 5  

 Further , People Francis in Fratelli Tutti reminds us  that “Authentic and mature love 
and true friendships can only take root in the hearts open to growth through relationships 
with others. As  couples or friends, we find that our hears expand as we step out of ourselves 
and embrace others. Closed groups and self l-absorbed couples that define themselves  in op-
position to others tend to be expressions of selfishness and mere self-preservation.” 

 One of the most important aspects of ecumenicalism is the idea that we work not for 
uniformity but for unity.  Vatican II reaffirms that fact that  “this unity by no means requires 
the sacrifice of the rich diversity of spirituality, disciple, liturgical rites and elaboration of rev-
eled truths that has grown up among Christian..” 

 When we look at Native  religious expression, we must first must be aware of the vast 
varieties of not only tribal spiritualties. There is not one Native spirituality but many ways to 
experience God.  The reason why we work for understating different faiths is to enhance our 
own faith.  It is not for conversation, but for discovering aspects of our own faith.  

  In dialogue with those of other faith there are some good rules to follow. 

Be grounded. 

 By understanding and knowing  your own Catholic faith one can enter into dialogue.  
Knowledge is always important in our relationship with Christ, but it is especially important in 
dialogue with those of different faiths. Only from a place of strength in our own faith can we 
understand what are the similarities and differences of other faiths.  



 

 

 

Respect and understanding. 

 As Christian Catholics, one of the aspects of our faith is the desire to learn all aspects of 
the kingdom of God.  Some of those aspects remain hidden from us . It is through the under-
standing of other faiths that we learn more about our own Catholic faith.  

 

Be knowledgeable  of the faith traditions of others.  

 In order to have a worth while dialogue, it is important to understand the faith tradi-
tion of others.  Learning from others is in itself a faith journey. This faith journey leads to 
truth of our own Catholic faith. It is worth doing the work before hand in order to make sure 
the conversation  are promotes love of God for everyone involved.  

  

Don’t invent or force areas of agreement that does not exist in fact. 

 In any conversation with others of different faiths, there is an acknowledgement that 
there are differences in aspects of theology, ecclesiology (church structure)  and ideology.  As 
we enter into dialogue with others of different faiths, we have to be careful about imagining 
that there are areas of similarities that do not exist in fact.   

 

 Be tolerant of differences and ready to embrace areas of convergences. 

 Patience and understanding is always a good virtue in conversation with others. There 
is sometime a tendency to become defensive or judgmental  in  talking to others about some-
thing that we hold very dear  and important as our faith. There are many areas that we can 
agree. An exploration of those areas might tend to decrease the need to become defensive. 
Also, keep in mind that the motivation that you have entering into the dialogue is to learn 
more about your own faith and not to convert others.  



Basic 

Infrastructure 

  

  There are some things that most of us take for granted living in the United 
States. If we turn on a light switch, there will be electricity for the lights to go on. When we 
take a shower or use the sink, there will be water. When we go out into the street there will 
be a paved road, to say nothing of internet and phone service.  We only think about these 
things when they are interrupted. But even then we are confident that they will be restored. 
We are only mildly concerned because we know that the delay is only temporary.  

  We have  heard about other people who live in impoverished nations where 
people do without the basic necessities that a proper infrastructure provides. But we do not 
have to look to other countries.  Some people are surprised when they hear of all the things 
that some Natives lives without.  

 Less than half of the homes on reservations are connected to public sewer systems, 
and 16 percent lack indoor plumbing. In some areas, up to 50 percent of Native homes are 
without phone service. –NCIA  

 Many of the services such as roads, water services and electricity  are in the hands of 
the Federal Government. Others problems arise because of the relative isolation of reserva-
tions. Other problems have arisen because of overlapping and confusing bureaucracies.  

 What is needed is not only infrastructure  on reservations  to be fully funded, but also 
to develop a willingness  to make sure Natives have the same structural benefits as the rest 
of us.  

  

 



Closing prayer from the Black and Indian Mission Office: 

 God of all nations and peoples. You have filled your creation with Your 

mighty presence. Through Your handiwork You speak to our hearts words that 

satisfy our every desire. 

 You called Your servant, the Mohawk maiden Saint Kateri Tekakwitha  to 

embrace the Gospel of your Son Jesus Christ, to  do Your will and to serve others 

with the gifts You gave her. 

 May she who held tight to the cross of Your Son throughout her short life 

marked by sickness, suffering, and persecution, be our intercessor during our own 

trials. May her embrace of the Catholic faith and her openness to sharing Jesus 

with others inspire us to be new evangelizers to all cultures and peoples. May she 

who sought our Jesus in the Blessed Sacrament lead up to similar reverences for 

the Eucharist so that, like Saint Kateri, our last words may be, “Jesus, I love You.” 

Amen. 

  

 



Although this was composed by Rev. Michael Carson, the 

USCCB and the Subcommittee on Native Americans is not 

responsible for the content. You may use any or all of the 

“Sign Post” for the benefit of the Tekakwitha's Circles. This 

is only a suggested guide. Use what you find useful. Each 

addition has been reviewed by the Tekakwitha Executive 

Board.  If you have any feedback on how the “Signposts” 

can be improved, I would love to hear from you at               

mcarson@usccb.org 

The Tekakwitha Conference holds the copyright 

Rev. Mike Carson 


