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Who do we need to bring in the circle? 

Who do we need to pray for? 

Family members who are sick. 

Family members who have died. 

Struggles that we are facing? 

Let us bring our joys and sufferings 

onto this circle.  

St. Tekakwitha  

Opening prayer: 

 

God of all nations 

and peoples. You 

have filled Your 

Creation with 

Your mighty presence. Through Your handiwork You 

speak to our heard words that satisfy our every de-

sire.  

 You called Your servant the Mohawk maiden 

Saint Kateri Tekakwitha to embrace the Gospel of 

your Son Jesus Christ to do Your will and to serve 

others with the gifts You gave her.   

 May she who held tight to the cross of Your 

Son through her short life marred by sickness suffer-

ing and persecution, be our intercessor during our 

own trials. May her embrace of the Catholic faith and 

her openness to sharing Jesus with others inspire us 

to be new evangelizers to all cultures and peoples. 

Direction 

Spring 

East 

Yellow 

Sin/ Apathy, Sloth 

Fruits of the Holy Spirit/ Faith/  

Goodness /Modesty 

Gifts of the Holy Spirit/  

Understanding/  



   

Servant of God Nicholas Black Elk 

 There are three aspects of Saints that directly affect our lives.  We look to them to em-
ulate their heroic virtue, we pray to them to pray for us, and they are a visible sign of God’s 
grace in the world.  

 There have been many commentaries of Servant of God Nicolas Black Elk. Many of 
these commentaries touch on Black Elk’s faith and spiritual life. Even in his spiritual life there 
are  many dimensions such as his historic virtue. In this article will be focusing on the historic 
virtue that we can learn from and imitate.  There are five basic areas where Servant of God 
Nicholas Black Elk’s virtue is demonstrated  to us. In this way, we  better respond to what 
Christ asks of us in our lives.    

 The joining of Native culture and Catholic Faith. 

 Since the time Our Lady of Guadalupe appeared to Saint Juan Diego, the Holy Spirit has 
been searching ways to unify Native faith and  culture. Nicholas Black Elk, Servant of God is 
from the  Oglala Lakota Tribe. He demonstrated that the Catholic faith can live well and con-
formably in a Native cultural context.   

 As Native Catholics witness to the Tribal and wider communities of the Catholic faith, 
sometimes their might be a feeling of separateness, or that the faith is less than authentic to 
the Native Experience. Black Elk’s life proved the opposite to this feeling.   

Leadership 

 Another aspect of Servant of God Nicholas Black Elk’s life is leadership. Leadership ,as 
lived out by Christ, is that of compassionate service. Black Elk’s healing work starts with his 
linage. His work of healing comes from a long line of Lakota healers. In his early life, he 
learned that healing is tightly linked to helping others, both physically and spiritually. Not only 
was his life devoted to alleviating suffering, but  also pointing the way to God’s love and com-
passion. 

Adaptability 

 Servant of God Nicholas Back Elk lived through the most traumatic times for both the 
Lakota and for Natives in general. The Lakota went from a Native Nation covering five states 
to a people in a trustee relationship on reservations. Throughout these obstacle and trage-
dies, Black Elk adapted to ways that God was calling him to help others.  



 

 

 

Love of Christ 

 The most important aspect of Saint Nicholas Black Elk’s life was his love for Christ. It is 
that love that motivated him to be one of the greatest evangelizers in Native communities.  
The love for God did not begin with his conversation with the Jesuits. This love was shaped 
and transformed by the Holy Spirit throughout his life. The Jesuits aided this virtue in witness-
ing Black Elk’s experiences and visions as they related to Christ. Through them, his healing 
ministry was transformed by the grace and power of Christ.  

 

The need to evangelize 

 We all share the call to evangelize by our baptismal call. Christ wants all of us to take 
this mandate to heart. It is also a call that lasts our entire life. We are called to be missionar-
ies wherever we find ourselves. We look to those who have taken this call enthusiastically. 
This is a basic virtue that allows the Body of Christ to increase and expand. This virtue also 
helps the plan of salvation to work to include all of creation. Servant of God Nicholas Black Elk 
was confronted with considerable difficulties to carryout his mission. His dedication to Christ 
was a witness to his fellow Lakota and all Natives. He showed us the way to be both Native 
and Catholic.  

 

Questions: 

What aspect of Black Elk’s life responds to my life? 

 

How can I teach about Servant of God Nicholas Black Elk in my church, school,                       
or community? 

 

How can I use Black Elk’s virtues to improve my life, family and church?  

  



Free, Prior and Informed 

Consent 

 

Free, prior and informed consent, sometimes called FPIC is a construct that needs to be ap-

parent in any relationship between tribal entities and any governing or non-governing body 

that has an interest in tribal concerns. This is especially true of concerns dealing with ances-

tral land and the use of tribal resources. 

In Catholic terms we call this the social justice concern of  subsidiarity. That is, those who’s 

lives are effected by the decision should make the decision. Decision making is given to the 

level that the decision affects. 

Free 

 Decisions are not free if there is any type of force used to bring others in agreement. This 
force can be overt or especially covert such as withholding funds or not carrying out prom-
ised projects.  

Prior  

Unfortunately, government and business interests often try to get consent from Native 
communities after action has already happened. Even when permission is not given, the ac-
tions continue.  

Informed  

Information is the key to self-determination.  Traditionally, choices were forced upon Native 
communities by government agencies by withholding or changing information that would 
make the choice no choice at all. Education also has a pivotal role in helping tribes make de-
cisions for the benefit of the tribe. 



Closing prayer from the Black and Indian Mission Office: 

 God of all nations and peoples. You have filled your creation with Your 

mighty presence. Through Your handiwork You speak to our hearts words that 

satisfy our every desire. 

 You called Your servant, the Mohawk maiden Saint Kateri Tekakwitha  to 

embrace the Gospel of your Son Jesus Christ, to  do Your will and to serve others 

with the gifts You gave her. 

 May she who held tight to the cross of Your Son throughout her short life 

marked by sickness, suffering, and persecution, be our intercessor during our own 

trials. May her embrace of the Catholic faith and her openness to sharing Jesus 

with others inspire us to be new evangelizers to all cultures and peoples. May she 

who sought our Jesus in the Blessed Sacrament lead up to similar reverences for 

the Eucharist so that, like Saint Kateri, our last words may be, “Jesus, I love You.” 

Amen. 

  

 



Although this was composed by Rev. Michael Carson, the 

USCCB and the Subcommittee on Native American Affairs 

are not responsible for the content. You may use any or all 

of the “Sign Post” for the benefit of the Tekakwitha's Cir-

cles. This is only a suggested guide. Use what you find use-

ful. Each addition has been reviewed by the Tekakwitha Ex-

ecutive Board.  If you have any feedback on how the 

“Signposts” can be improved, I would love to hear from you 

at mcarson@usccb.org 

The Tekakwitha Conference holds the copyright 

Rev. Mike Carson 


