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Who do we need to bring in the circle? 

Who do we need to pray for? 

Family members who are sick. 

Family members who have died. 

Struggles that we are facing? 

Let us bring our joys and sufferings 

onto this circle.  

St. Tekakwitha  

Opening prayer: 

 

God of all nations 

and peoples. You 

have filled Your 

Creation with 

Your mighty presence. Through Your handiwork You 

speak to our heard words that satisfy our every de-

sire.  

 You called Your servant the Mohawk maiden 

Saint Kateri Tekakwitha to embrace the Gospel of 

your Son Jesus Christ to do Your will and to serve 

others with the gifts You gave her.   

 May she who held tight to the cross of Your 

Son through her short life marred by sickness suffer-

ing and persecution, be our intercessor during our 

own trials. May her embrace of the Catholic faith and 

her openness to sharing Jesus with others inspire us 

to be new evangelizers to all cultures and peoples. 

 

Winter 

North 

Black 

Sin/ Hopelessness-/Despair 

Fruits of the Holy Spirit / 
 Joy/ Gentleness/ 

 Redemptive suffering 
Gifts of the Holy Spirit/ 

 Fortitude/ Fear of the Lord 

 
 



Vocations 

When we speak of vocations, many people think of priesthood. However, vocations have a 
much broader scope and definition. The Church supports and encourages all vocations and 
their responsibility to help us lead a life of holiness. 

 

There are four main aspects of vocations: 

 

Vocations are the way that you live your life. 

Whether marriage, living in a religious community or being ordained, vocations are a life-
time commitment. This means that prayer, knowledge, and will have to be part of the de-
cision-making process. By definition, vocations involve compassion, kindness, and giving of 
yourself. We work at all of these in a lifelong process. 

 

Vocations are a promise you give to Christ. 

In marriage life, when a husband and wife exchange vows, their love is a gift they give to 
each other and a gift they give to Christ. Their promises of love are founded on Christ's 
love for humanity. Ordination continues Christ's love as manifested in ministry, as do reli-
gious orders. 

 

Vocations are always in a relationship. 

Relationships are both central and necessary. Central to a marriage relationship is the 
spouse. The other essential relationships are the family, children, Church, the poor, and 
the vulnerable. In religious life and Holy Orders, the central and necessary relationship is 
the people we serve in ministry. When we keep all of the relationships in balance and 
healthy, the vocation that we enter into becomes a lifetime of joy, happiness, hope, and 
love. 

 

Vocations are a superior way to holiness. 

Vocations are a way of life. A vocation is a gift from God. Its purpose is to help us on the 
path of holiness. Vocations are created by God and shaped by the Church to empower, di-
rect, and sustain our lives in holiness so Christ can embrace us at the end of our lives.  

 



 

Criminal Justice in  

Tribal Courts 

  

 Issues with criminal justice systems are multiplied when it comes to native and Indige-

nous communities. There is a general complexity of criminal justice on reservations because of 

the different jurisdictions involved.  Compared to the area they serve, the relatively small tribal 

police force and a lack of trained professionals in an already overloaded system result in a sig-

nificant issue. Therefore, what has been a problem in other poor areas of the country becomes 

an even more critical concern in Native/Indigenous Communities. 

 

The first concern is with cash bail. I have seen many reports of wealthy individuals released 

from jail, sometimes hours after arrest.  When I was the Jail Chaplain, I saw many poor individ-

uals held in confinement for years before their trial.  In our criminal justice system, these indi-

viduals were still considered innocent but still punished for a crime they may or may not have 

committed.  There must be a way to keep Native communities safe. Families and elders in Na-

tive and Indigenous communities should be given more priority than a cash bail system which 

causes many detrimental consequences. 

 

The other concern is the foreign aspect of the criminal justice system. This system is culturally 

based in Europe and is unfamiliar for many Native communities. Most Native communities 

have used restorative justice models for thousands of years. It seems that those models work 

far better.  

 

 

 



Closing prayer from the Black and Indian Mission Office: 

 God of all nations and peoples. You have filled your creation with Your 

mighty presence. Through Your handiwork You speak to our hearts words that 

satisfy our every desire. 

 You called Your servant, the Mohawk maiden Saint Kateri Tekakwitha  to 

embrace the Gospel of your Son Jesus Christ, to  do Your will and to serve others 

with the gifts You gave her. 

 May she who held tight to the cross of Your Son throughout her short life 

marked by sickness, suffering, and persecution, be our intercessor during our own 

trials. May her embrace of the Catholic faith and her openness to sharing Jesus 

with others inspire us to be new evangelizers to all cultures and peoples. May she 

who sought our Jesus in the Blessed Sacrament lead up to similar reverences for 

the Eucharist so that, like Saint Kateri, our last words may be, “Jesus, I love You.” 

Amen. 

  

 



Although this was composed by Rev. Michael Carson, the 

USCCB and the Subcommittee on Native American Affairs 

are not responsible for the content. You may use any or all 

of the “Sign Post” for the benefit of the Tekakwitha's Cir-

cles. This is only a suggested guide. Use what you find help-

ful. Each addition has been reviewed by the Tekakwitha Ex-

ecutive Board.  If you have any feedback on how the 

“Signposts” can be improved, I would love to hear from you 

at mcarson@usccb.org. 

The Tekakwitha Conference holds the copyright 

Rev. Mike Carson 


