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Monday  6:00pm  ST. ELIZABETH GUILD, McGurk Room 

Tuesday     All Day-ELECTIONS IN THE MCGURK ROOM 

7:00pm  RCIA, Byrnes Room  

Wednesday 6:30pm  K-12 RE  

    7:00pm  CYA WOMEN’S GALENTINE’S DAY  

Thursday     10:00am WOMEN’S BIBLE STUDY, McGurk Room 

6:30pm  BUILDING MNTCE MTG, McGurk Room 

Friday     10:30am CONFESSION, Waiting Room  

Saturday     3:30pm  CONFESSION, Church 

Sunday        6:00pm  CONFESSION, Church 

   
Join us for Faith Formation Wednesday evenings from 

6:30-8 pm in the school building. 

Dear parishioners,  

As we continue to travel through Ordinary Time, we are allowing 

ourselves to be pulled deeper and deeper into a relationship with 

God, and we do that by being nurtured by the sacraments and 

personal prayer. Love is what being a Christian is all about! We 

have a secular holiday coming up, Valentine’s Day, that celebrates 

love, but this holiday has its roots in the Catholic Church. Taken 

from  

https://www.catholiceducation.org/en/culture/catholic-

contributions/history-of-st-valentine.html 

In the early martyrologies, three different St. Valentines are 

mentioned, all sharing Feb. 14 for a feast day. Unfortunately, the 

historical record is sparse. The first St. Valentine was a priest and 

physician in Rome. He along with St. Marius and his family 

comforted the martyrs during the persecution of Emperor 

Claudius II, the Goth. Eventually, St. Valentine was also arrested, 

condemned to death for his faith, beaten with clubs, and finally 

beheaded on Feb. 14, AD 270. He was buried on the Flaminian 

Way. Later, Pope Julius I (333-356) built a basilica at the site 

which preserved St. Valentine's tomb. Archaeological digs in the 

1500s and 1800s have found evidence of the tomb of St. 

Valentine. However, in the thirteenth century, his relics were 

transferred to the Church of Saint Praxedes near the Basilica of St. 

Mary Major, where they remain today. Also, a small church was 

built near the Flaminian Gate of Rome which is now known as 

the Porta del Popolo but was called in the 12th century "the Gate 

of St. Valentine," as noted by the early British historian William 

Somerset (also known as William of Malmesbury, d. 1143), who 

ranks after St. Bede in authority. The second St. Valentine was the 

Bishop of Interamna (now Terni, located about 60 miles from 

Rome). Under the orders of Prefect Placidus, he too was arrested, 

scourged, and decapitated, again suffering persecution during the 

time of Emperor Claudius II. The third St. Valentine suffered 

martyrdom in Africa with several companions. However, nothing 

further is known about this saint. In all, these men, each named St. 

Valentine, showed heroic love for the Lord and His Church. The 

popular customs of showing love and affection on St. Valentine's 

Day is almost a coincidence with the feast day of the saint: During 

the Medieval Age, a common belief in England and France was 

that birds began to pair on Feb.14, "half-way through the second 

month of the year." Chaucer wrote in his "Parliament of Foules" 

(in Old English): "For this was on Seynt Valentyne's day, When 

every foul cometh ther to choose his mate." For this reason, the 

day was dedicated to "lovers" and prompted the sending of 

letters, gifts, or other signs of affection. Another literary example 

of St. Valentine's Day remembrances is found in Dame Elizabeth 

Brews "Paston Letters" (1477), where she writes to the suitor, John 

Paston, of her daughter, Margery: "And, cousin mine, upon 

Monday is St. Valentine's day and every bird chooseth himself a 

mate, and if it like you to come on Thursday night, and make 

provision that you may abide till then, I trust to God that ye shall 

speak to my husband and I shall pray that we may bring the 

matter to a conclusion." In turn, Margery wrote to John: "Unto 

my right well beloved Valentine John Paston, Squyer, be this bill 

delivered. Right reverend and worshipful and my right well 

beloved Valentine, I recommend me unto you, full heartily 

desiring to hear of your welfare, which I beseech Almighty God 

long for to preserve until His pleasure and your heart's desire." 

While speaking of the amorous flavor of Valentine's Day, no 

mention is made of the saint. While it seems that the exchange of 

"valentines" is more the result of secular custom rather than the 

memory of St. Valentine, and that the celebration has been further 

paganized with cupids and the like, there is a Christian message 

that should be remembered. The love of our Lord, depicted 

beautifully in the image of His most Sacred Heart, is a sacrificial, 

self-less, and unconditional love. Such is the love that each 

Christian is called to express in his own life, for God and 

neighbor. Clearly, to St. Valentineno it didn’t matter which one 

showed such a love, bearing witness to the faith in his dedication 

as a priest and in the offering of his own life in martyrdom. On 

this Valentine's day, looking to the example of this great saint, 

each person should offer again his love to the Lord, for only by 

doing so can he properly love those who are entrusted to his care 

and any other neighbor. Each person should again pledge his love 

to those loved ones, praying for their intentions, promising 

fidelity to them, and thanking them for their love in return. Never 

forget Jesus said, "This is my commandment: love one another as I 

have loved you. There is no greater love than this: to lay down 

one's life for one's friends" (Jn 15:12-13). St. Valentine fulfilled this 

command, and may we do the same. 

Have a great week, and please know of my prayers! 

Sincerely in Christ, 

 

 

 

 

MONDAY, FEBRUARY 11, 2019  
       12:10pm †Joe Kotarski/Del Kotarski 

TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 12, 2019  
        12:10pm COMMUNION SERVICE 

WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 13, 2019 
        8:20am Spec. Int. Brian Jackson/Linda Bullard 

THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 14, 2019 
    9:30am People of the Parish 

  (St. Francis of Assisi, Newkirk, OK)  

 4:00pm  †Rosemary Glaser/John & Neta Hercyk 

  (Via Christi Village Chapel) 

FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 15, 2019  

 7:00am  Spec. Int. Jarrett Auschwitz 

       12:10pm  †Martha Robinson/Tom & Rosanne Rhodes 

SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 16, 2019 
 9:00am People of the Parish   

 5:00pm †Deceased Relatives of Roberta Meyer 

SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 17, 2019 

     8:00am †Calixto Padayao/Rosalie Fruits 

         9:30am MASS   (St. Francis Church, Newkirk) 

        11:00am Spec. Int. Fr. Carson & Fr. Deva 

          1:00pm People of the Parish    (Spanish Mass) 

 7:00pm †Teresa Epperson/Dean & Maria Tate 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We need your HELP - to pull together the most 

accurate history of the Our Parish!  And, we would 

like to include your stories, feedback, and know what 

you would be interested in learning.  So, we are asking 

for just 5 minutes of your time to complete a quick 

survey.  It is only three questions and can be 

completed from your smart phone.  Here's the 

link https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/DZZXDTH.  
 

Don't want to complete the survey?  But, still want to 

contribute?  We are looking for the following: 
1) Names of individuals that should be interviewed about the  

Parish, School or St. Mary's contributions to the community. 

2) Stories or memories of events surrounding the Parish, 

School, and members of the Parish. 

3) Pictures, photographs, that you think should be included. 
 

You can email questions or comments to Frankie 

Wood-Black at fwoodblack90@gmail.com or contact 

Maria in the Church Office at 580-765-7794 or 

office@stmarypc.com.  

We are collecting the information NOW.   

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 

 

The Oklahoma Catholic Women’s Conference will be 

February 23
rd

 at Embassy Suites in Norman. Visit 

www.ocwconference.com for more information. 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Our St. Mary’s students will 
begin trash bag sales this 
week.  Please be on the 

lookout for them after Mass 
starting next weekend, and order your trash 
bags to help support our great school!   

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Be sure to check out the new 
books and CD's in the Kiosk at the 
back of the Church. Some new 
ones include: Jesus Shock, 
Rediscovering Catholicism and 

Theology of the Body for 
Beginners. 

Please Pray For those who need prayers:    Jeanette Vassar, 
Charlotte Meyer, Charlene Vap, Dora Behar, Cindy Wardlow,  Fran Baur,  Don 
Schiltz, Jeanne Glaser, Patsy Hastings, Bennie Westerman, Keith & Sue Behara, 
Eileen Spellman, Linda Courtney, George F. Brown, Martha Begwin, Ted Thomas, 
Elaine Gray Calahan, Todd Hatchett, Gary Kirchmeyer, Donna Schlitz, Jim Sheets, 
Shelly Behar,  Jay Underwood, Jill Kestler,  Mary Knori, Hannah Boyer, Asher 
Dailey, Betty Dimond, Tyson Rutter, Diego Blanco, Mary Boor, Mark Ramsey, Betty 
Pino, Kaye Cunningham,   Carol Stewart,  Vivian Rose Graeff, Sue Odom, Barbara 
Spore, Jim Smith, Owen Greer, Scarlett Wimer, Alicia Aguilar, Audrey Ginn, Bill 
Hyatt, Regina Cadeñanes, Judy Cocci, Mike Gray, Lorrine McKain, Marcus 
Roggenbuck, Dakota Miller, Christopher Roggenbuck, Linda Cross, Mike & Jerry 
McGoldrich, Brian McCallen, Marianna Counter, Bryan Sears, Helen Voegele, 
Audrey Sears, Matthew Sears, Theresa Bohon 

Weekly Income Report 

February 3, 2019 

 

Weekly Collection                   $13,067.54 

 

Friendship Feast is this Tuesday from 4:30-6PM.  
Please consider signing up to help serve our 
community! 
 

JH/SH Faith Formation is this Wednesday from 6:30-
8PM.  Make plans to join us! 

St. Elizabeth's Guild will meeting on Monday 
evening, February 11th, at 6:00 p.m. in the 
McGurk Room.  All women of the parish are 
welcomed. 

Great Day of Service Plans are well underway 
scheduled for Sunday, April 7, 2019.  Several church 
organizations are banding together with the City of 
Ponca City to do some spring cleaning in our beautiful 
town.  Workers will do yard work, cleanup, sweep, 
rake and do minor repairs free of charge.  St. Mary's 
Catholic Church is again going to participate in this 
community service.  We will be looking for yards to 
work in and workers to help.  This is a formal invitation 
to the entire church family to step up and be a part of 
this wonderful day of service for our community.  
Anyone interested, kind of interested, not sure 
yet please call Rick Steichen 580-762-1020 or Mary 
Meyers 580-763-2251 and we will help you decide to 
join us on Sunday, April 7th. 
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