
SAINT MARY’S CATHOLIC CHURCH 

Ponca City, Oklahoma                                                                                                                   February 21, 2021                                                                              FIRST SUNDAY OF LENT 

Please Pray For those who need prayers:  Charlotte Meyer, 
Charlene Vap, Dora Behar, Cindy Wardlow, Colleen Schiltz, Jeanne 
Glaser, Patsy Hastings, Eileen Spellman, Linda Courtney, Martha 
Begwin, Donna Schlitz, Joe Badley, Sandy Hudack, David Courtney, 
Sr. Mary Clare, Sallie Williams, Mike Kemmerer, Pat Boyd, Susan 
Kothe, Doug Revard, Mike Hammer, Sue Rice, Sherry Burgell, 
Pamela Cline, Kim Maxson, Joyce Reutter, Jarrett Auschwitz, 
George Rahme, Jim Johndrow, Bill Clark, Steve Dummer, Mandi 
Holba 
 

 

Every year Lent seems to creep up on us and take 

us by surprise, much like the “thief in the night” 

which the sacred scriptures speak of frequently. 

 

And this year is no different. In some ways, the 

surprise is exacerbated by a year of COVID 

frustrations, a season of political tensions, and a 

week of snow and cold weather which has 

disrupted so much of our communal life. 

 

The collect prayer for this first Sunday of Lent helps 

us understand the reasons we observe this season 

every year.  “That we may grow in understanding 

of the riches hidden in Christ and by worthy 

conduct pursue their effects.” 

 

Understanding the riches hidden in Christ requires a 

contemplation of the Cross. The Lenten season 

affords us this opportunity yearly. The worthy 

conduct which helps us to pursue the saving effects 

of the crucifixion are our personal penances, the 

communal penance of the Friday abstinence, the 

liturgical starkness, and the praying of the Stations 

of the Cross. 

 

May our focus be directed upon the cross as we 

begin this season, and we pray this Lent will be a 

season of reconciliation, personally and among the 

many members of God’s church who have been 

scattered this past year. 

 

PS – You might notice a small change in the prayer 

at the beginning of Mass.  Since the translation of 

the Roman Missal after Vatican II, presidential 

prayers have concluded “in the unity of the Holy 

Spirit, one God, forever and ever.” In recent 

reflection, the International Commission on English 

in the Liturgy (ICEL) has recommended an 

improvement of translation by omitting “one.” This 

change was put in to practice this week beginning 

with Ash Wednesday. The unmodified appositive, 

“God,” affirms our Church’s deep belief in the 

revelation of God in the Trinity and avoids a 

possible misinterpretation of our God being one 

among many or a misunderstanding of the Trinity. 

Of course, it’s hard to teach an old dog new tricks, 

so it will probably take time for all of us (priests 

especially!) to adjust! 

 

In Christ,  

 

Fr. Zak 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

MONDAY, FEBRUARY 22, 2021 
        12:10pm †Bambi Koster/Steve & Janice Connelly  

TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 23, 2021    
        12:10pm †Sue Behara/Floyd & Theresa Kemmerer 

 WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 24, 2021 
         8:20am †Lloyd & Delores Letourneau/Mary Letourneau 

School Masses are NOT open to the public due to COVID-19 

THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 25, 2021 
         9:30am   †Marcia Engle/Rod & Barbara Roper      (Newkirk) 

FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 26, 2021 

  7:00am †Abbie Woody/John & Neta Hercyk 

         10:00am Funeral Mass for Leo Jueschke 

         12:10pm NO MASS 

SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 27, 2021  
 9:00am †Ed O’Neill/Sue Rice 

        5:00pm †Stan Wheeler/George & Sheila Rahme 

SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 28, 2021 – Second Sunday of Lent 
    8:00am †Fr. Michalicka/Randy & LaVonne Lauritsen 

 9:30am Pro Populo      (Newkirk) 

        11:00am †Kenny Lou Cremers/Her Children  

 1:00pm Spanish Mass/ Pro Populo  

 7:00pm  †Fred Spellman/Glenda Richardson 

   Unless specified- ALL Masses will be in the CHURCH  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

  

 
 
 
 
 
 

Please Make  

Your Gift to the 2021 Annual  

Catholic Appeal 
This weekend, our parish is conducting the Annual Catholic 

Appeal Commitment Weekend.  Please remember that the 

Annual Catholic Appeal is much different than a one-time 

special collection.  It is a pledge campaign where you can make 

a gift payable in installments. 

The Annual Catholic Appeal theme, “I turn to you, Lord, in time 

of trouble” was selected to remind us that our actions, our 

prayers and our financial investments in vital ministries of the 

church are all given to honor and serve God. 

Each pledge makes a difference!  Your generous support enables 

our Archdiocese to deliver needed ministries and services that 

impact all parishes and people of all ages throughout central and 

western Oklahoma. 

Thank you for your prayerful consideration and generous 

response.  Learn more or make your gift online: 

www.archokc.org/appeal.   

 

RCIA Rite of Election:  1st
 Sunday of Lent is an 

exciting time in the life of the Church.  The 

Journey of Faith Class will celebrate the Rite of 

Election at the 8:00am Mass and then in early 

afternoon the 2
nd

 Stage of the Rite of Election 

Process in our Cathedral in Oklahoma City.  

Please join us in welcoming and praying for those 

participating in the Rite of Election and for us as a 

Parish Community as we "elect" to have them 

join the mystical Body of Christ, the Church.  Our 

candidates/catechumens are Bradley Newcomb, 

Erin Broome, Jenifer Schieber, May Vang, and 

Raegan Jowers. 

  

 

 

 

 

Elementary Faith Formation 
Join us for a Zoom check-in 

Wednesday, February 24 
7:00 PM 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Youth group is this Wednesday! Join us in 

the gym from 6:30-8pm and remember to 

wear your mask!  

 
 

 

 

 

St. Mary’s Catholic School will hold their “Trash Bag 

Fundraiser” beginning February 28
th

 – March 21
st
. 

Watch next weekend’s bulletin for more information! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Monday  6:30pm  LADDER OF ASCENT, McGurk Room  

    7:30pm  4th DEGREE KNIGHTS, KofC Room 

Tuesday    7:00pm  RCIA, McGurk Room 

Wednesday  11:30am  FINANCE COUNCIL, McGurk Room    

    6:30pm  YOUTH GROUP, Gym 

Thursday    

Friday       10:00am  NO CONFESSION 

              10:00am  FUNERAL MASS for Leo Jueschke 

    7:00pm  STATIONS OF THE CROSS, Church 

Saturday     3:30pm  CONFESSION, Church  

Sunday   6:00pm  CONFESSION, Church  
 

Weekly Income Report 

February 14, 2021 

 

Weekly Collection:       $ 2,433.00 

Faith Direct:         $ 7,379.42 

Little Black Books:  Located at all the entrances 

is reading material for you and your family.  The 

“Little Black Books” have historical information 

as well as daily readings during Lent. 

 

The Archdiocese of Oklahoma City through its programs, 
organizations and events, has numerous daily contacts with 
many children and young people.  It is, therefore important 
that all Archdiocesan Personnel, clergy, seminarians, 
religious, employees and volunteers, protect the rights of 
children and be alert to the possibility of child abuse. 
Under Oklahoma State law, all individuals MUST report an 
incident or suspicion of sexual abuse of a minor (person 
under 18 years of age) to the civil authorities.  The 
Oklahoma Department of Human Services has established a 
statewide abuse reporting hotline for reporting:  1-800-522-

3511.  This number is available 24 hours a day, 7 days a 
week.  If you feel a child is in immediate danger of harm 
call 911. 
For the safety of children and the healing of victims, The 
Archdiocese of Oklahoma City provides an Abuse of 
Minors Pastoral Response Hotline for reporting the abuse of 
a minor (in the past or presently) by a member of the clergy 
or other church personnel:  1-405-720-9878.  The 
Archdiocesan Victims Assistance Coordinator, a licensed 
professional counselor, will respond to the Archdiocesan 
Pastoral Response Hotline. 
 

A report to the Archdiocese does not relieve the individual of 
the duty to report child abuse to civil authorities as required 
by Oklahoma State Law.  In Oklahoma, failure to report child 
abuse is a misdemeanor punishable by law. 

 

Rest in Peace:  Please pray for the souls of 

Mario Garcia, husband of Maria Delores 

Alvarez, for Carl Pouland, and for Jill Kestler, 

daughter of Ken Kestler.  May God grant them 

eternal peace. 

http://www.archokc.org/appeal
https://bbox.blackbaudhosting.com/webforms/linkredirect?srcid=28796763&srctid=1&erid=1853040734&trid=3f9a4330-41da-41d1-8697-d013f83d716d&linkid=248286735&isbbox=1&pid=0

