
ST. JOSEPH CHURCH 



Directory 
 

St. Joseph Parish Business Center 
4824 Highland 
630.964.0216  •  630.964.0867 fax 
 

Religious Educa on: 630.964.0216 x1106 
Youth Ministry: 630.964.0216 x1210 
St. Joseph School: 630.969.4306 
 

www.stjosephdg.org 
 
 

Weekend Masses:  Saturday Evening: 5:00 pm 
Sunday: 7:00, 9:00 am, 11:00 am, & 5:00 pm 
 

Weekday Masses: 
7:00 am (Monday-Friday)  
8:00 am (Saturday) 
Weekday Holy Days: Call for schedule 
 

Sacrament of Reconcilia on: (Confession) 
Saturday: 3:30—4:30 pm 
 

Registra on: We are happy to welcome new 
members to our community. Please contact  
Deacon Frank Kozar at 630.964.0216 x1107. 
 

Pastor:   
Rev. Al Heidecke  •  fr.alheidecke@att.net 
 

Weekend Assistant: Fr. Jim Radek 
 

Deacons: 
Frank Kozar, Greg Ouska,  Robert (Pat) Sullivan & 
Carl Schumacher 
 

Parish Service Coordinator: 
Frank Kozar  •  fkozar@sjpdg.org 
 

Music Director/Liturgist: 
Robert Valle  •  bvalle@sjpdg.org 
 

Liturgy Assistant: 
Helene Nogle  •  hnogle@sjpdg.org 
 

Director of Religious Education: 
Jacqueline Lackaff  •  jlackaff@sjpdg.org 
 

Religious Education Assistant: 
Mark Lackaff  •  mlackaff@sjpdg.org 
 

Youth Apostolate Director: 
Marta Spiezio  •  mspiezio@sjpdg.org 
 

Youth Apostolate Program Assistant: 
Toni Rapach  •  trapach@sjpdg.org 
 

Business Manager: 
Beth Harbauer  •  bharbauer@sjpdg.org 
 

Parish Administrative Assistant: 
Gail Granby  •  ggranby@sjpdg.org 
 

School Principal: 
Rita Stasi  •  rstasi@sjsdg.org 
 

Assistant Principal: 
Mary Ann Feeney  •  mfeeney@sjsdg.org 
 

School Secretary: 
Julie Wojciechowski  •  jwojciechowski@sjsdg.org 
 

Spiezio & Affiliates Counseling Service:   
Joanna Avignone  •  Joanna.avignone@gmail.com 
 

Facilities Manager: 
Dave Ortman •  maintenance@sjsdg.org 

God’s Call to Us 
(The St. Joseph Parish Mission Statement) 

 

St. Joseph Parish is a community chosen and called by  
God to be sent and directed by the Holy Spirit. 

 

It exists to provide the People of God the pastoral care and  
spiritual nourishment they need to proclaim the good  

news of Christ in their lives and to the world. 
Our Response to God’s Call 

(The St. Joseph Parish Vision Statement) 
 

St. Joseph Parish is a community of God’s People empowered  
by the Holy Spirit to promote God’s reign in the world. 

Nourished by Word and Sacrament, we will grow together in faith, 
hope, and in a passionate love of God and neighbor. 

In our families, we will teach and learn the love of Jesus Christ.  
In our various occupa ons we will make decisions  

and set priori es in accordance with the values of the Gospel.  
And in the world around us we will stand always for  

jus ce, compassion and peace. 

Sacraments 
Bap sms: We celebrate the Sacrament of Bap sm every Sunday. Parents are 
required to a end a Bap smal forma on mee ng. Bap sms are scheduled at 
this mee ng. Please call the Parish Center for reserva ons and further 
informa on. 
 

Marriages: Arrangements should be made at least six months in advance to 
provide ample me for prepara on of this sacrament. Please call the Parish 
Center for more informa on. 
 

Sick or Homebound: If you or a member of your family is hospitalized or 
homebound and would like a priest to visit, please no fy the Parish Center. 
 

Parish Boundaries: North: Tollway; South: 59th St. East: Prospect Avenue 
and extensions north and south; West: Belmont Avenue 

St. Joseph Catholic Church  •  4801 Main Street, Downers Grove 

To Register Your Child at St. Joseph School 
Email register@sjsdg.org and you will receive instruc ons how to register a  
new student or returning student online. Registra ons accepted any me 
throughout the school year. For school tours, please call the school office. 

Bulletin Cover: © J.S. Paluch Co., Inc. Excerpts from the Lectionary for Mass © 2008, 1998, 1997, 
1986, 1970, CCD. All rights reserved. Photo: Mosaic, the Annunciation of Mary, Santa Maria del Fonte, 
Caravaggio, Italy; matthia/Adobe Stock, Advent flame art: Tony Ward for J.S. Paluch Co., Inc., 2019. 



 

from the Pastor 

“The virgin shall conceive and bear a son, and shall name him Emmanuel, which means ‘God is with us.’ When 

Joseph awoke, he did as the angel of the Lord had commanded him and took his wife into his home” (Mt 1:23-24). 
The Advent season has once again helped us to enter into the drama of pivotal moments in our salva on history. 

These are divine mysteries, all of them, as we cannot “figure them out”  nor dismiss them as “inven ons” of a 

persecuted minority of the first century. These are historical events. This birth we celebrate is that of the Christ of 

history, who is one and the same as the Christ in Whom we trust  for our salva on, the Christ of faith. A certain (and 
dangerous) stream of thought in biblical studies of the late 19th and early 20th centuries a empted to drive a 

wedge between these two understandings. In fact, prior to this discussion, there had always been but one 

understanding of who Jesus is historically and for all genera ons ever a er. There is not now nor was there ever 

before a “Christ of history”, whom the scholars proposed to discover, and a “Christ of faith” for the rest of us non-
scholarly types. Their ul mately repudiated proposal was based on the unsubstan ated claim that the Jesus 

presented to us in the Gospels and handed down to genera ons of believers was a Jesus about whom we should 

doubt anything and everything said of him in those very same Gospels! The Gospels themselves were not to be 

trusted! Par cularly suspect in the view of this school of thought were the infancy narra ves, as they are known in 
biblical studies. These are the accounts of Jesus’ birth with all their accompanying supernatural signs and wonders. 

These scholars, loving skep cism much more than the scriptures they claimed to be studying, approached their 

subject in a very modern way. That is to say, they approached it without faith. Very much in tune with the tenets of 

the so-called Enlightenment and thus thoroughly out of tune with the Fathers of the early Church and the ordinary 
believer in the pew in today’s Church. Forge ng that the Bible is the inspired, inerrant Word of God, these scholars 

approached the sacred text pre-determined to view faith (not to men on humility) as obstacles to understanding. In 

doing so, they threw away the key to a true understanding. Remove all the supernatural signs and wonders 

surrounding the birth of Jesus-among them, angels speaking first to Mary, then Joseph, then some shepherds, wise 
men guided by a star-then what do you have? Skep cism. This in turn leads to a grim existence, a life without 

meaning in a world without meaning. 
 

At Christmas we celebrate the meaning of our very existence. Yes, we do indeed know, as the Bal more Catechism 
taught, Who made us and why He made us. We know that God made us to know Him, love Him, and serve Him in 

this life so as to be happy with Him in the next. When we come to adore the Christ Child, we look into the eyes of 

the one whose Word created all that is. And then the Word became flesh and dwelt among us. 
 

Sincerely in Christ, 

Fr. Albert 

St. Vincent de Paul Society Food Pantry Fi h Sunday Collec on 
 

Next weekend there will be a Second Collec on for our St. Vincent de Paul Society’s  
mission to serve the poor. Thank you for your con nued generosity! 

O COME, O COME, EMMANUEL AND STAY WITH US, PRINCE OF PEACE 



2018-2019 FISCAL YEAR KEY FINANCIAL NOTES   
 

• The parish ended the year with an operating surplus of $131,714, which is a result of specific cost savings 
we do not usually experience. The school, religious education and youth ministry were all under budget.  

• Our Sunday, Easter, Christmas and Holy Day collections ended the year lower than projected, but were 
offset through cost savings in services, utilities, materials and supplies and salaries and fringe benefits.  

• Our Faith, Our Family, Our Future campaign project - The School Addition became a reality! Read more in 
our Campaign Summary page in the Bulletin.  

• Our Faith, Our Family, Our Future campaign pledges as of June th totaled over $2,844,000, with $2,159,000 
collected as of June 30th.  The balance of $685,000 will be collected through December 2021. These funds 
will help pay the Diocesan loan that will begin in January 2020. 

• Reading books were purchased for the 2019-2020 school year for k-5 designed to individualize reading 
instruction and support social and emotional learning.  

• Six promethean boards were purchased for the 2019-2020 school year to enhance learning in all subjects. 
• The School Red Carpet Gala earned over $80,000! This was allocated to help defray the costs for the 

purchase of: 
4 promethean boards: $18,600 
75 chromebooks and sleeves: $14,385 
Kn-5th grade reading books: $50,750 
A new security system which includes security cameras, Keyless entry, a PA system, classroom 
phones, panic buttons and clocks: $150,000 

• The Second Century Fund balance at June 30th was $1,091,906 
• The parish Investment in Education (subsidy) was $349,551 for the school ($1,004 per child and 18% of the 

Elementary School’s operating expenses) and $91,557 for Religious Education and Youth Ministry. 
 

2019-2020 BUDGET KEY FINANCIAL NOTES  
 

• Sunday collections are budgeted for $26,400 per week. 
• Christmas, Easter, and Holy Day collections are budgeted at $138,500.  
• The Religious Education program (kn-6th grade) currently has 292 students enrolled.  
• The Confirmation program (7th-8th grade) has 124 students enrolled. 
• School tuition increased 3% with this year’s enrollment at 328 K-8 students and 65 preschool students.  
• This year’s School Endowment Fund distribution totaling $9,500 will benefit the School’s new security 

system. The Endowment balance as of September 30th is $248,915. 
• This year the School welcomed Mary Ann Feeney, part-time assistant principal, Deneen Wojtasik, junior 

high science, Maria Almeida, Spanish and Kristen Beirne, art. 
• Students receive additional support throughout the year academically and socially from our reading 

specialist and our social worker. 
• STEM education continues to be developed for our students in their classrooms and through after school 

programming. 
• School development events are budgeted to raise $104,000, net of costs. This includes the annual Gala, 

MANNA, Spirit Wear and the Golf Outing. Funds raised will benefit the Second Century Fund which is used 
for financial assistance, faculty enhancements, technology and supporting the school’s operating budget. 

• The average cost to educate one child (K-8) for 2019-2020 is budgeted for over $5,725 vs. the tuition rate 
of $4,625. 

• The parish Investment in Education (subsidy) is budgeted at $421,394 for the school ($1,285 per child and 
22% of the Elementary School’s operating expenses) and $121,633 for Religious Education and Youth 
Ministry.     

  

Thank you for your stewardship gifts of time, talent, and treasure shared this past year. Your generosity 
allowed our parish to provide many programs and services, rooted in faith, education, service and community.  

ST. JOSEPH PARISH FINANCIAL REPORT 
 



 
OUR FAITH, OUR FAMILY, OUR FUTURE  

 

We are excited to be finalizing our school addition, which is the third and largest phase of the Capital Campaign Projects. 
The other two phases; demolition of the former rectory/construction of a new parking lot, and renovations to both homes 
on Highland Avenue are completed. We took occupancy of the science and social studies classrooms in August and the 
preschoolers moved into their classrooms in October. A new security system which includes security cameras, keyless 
entry, a PA system, classroom phones, panic buttons and clocks will be completed soon. We look forward to utilizing the 
new security system, the new administrative offices and the new main entrance to our school at the beginning of the year. 
 

As announced in the spring, we were awarded a grant from the Illinois Clean Energy Community Foundation. This grant 
will award us approximately $600,000 toward energy improvements aimed at enabling the school addition to operate at 
net zero energy. Special photo-voltaic panels are currently being installed. These solar panels will help enable us to meet 
the net zero energy requirements.  
 

Be sure to join our faculty, staff, students, parents and our parish family for a January ribbon-cutting and blessing of our 
new space. Watch the Church bulletin for details. 
 

EXPENSES 
Total current expense for all phases is $6,005,000: 
• $620,000 demolition of the former rectory and the construction of a new parking lot on the west side of Main Street 

to improve traffic flow and storm water drainage 
• $87,000 renovations to both homes on Highland Avenue 
• $5,298,000 school addition (budgeted cost $4,400,000) 
 

The school addition cost increase reflects these needed improvements which were unknown and unforeseen in the 
original estimates:   
• $441,000 pre-construction costs  
• $150,000 new security system  
• $100,000 asbestos and lead paint removal 
• $100,000 new elementary school roof 
• $107,000 classroom and office furniture, blinds and carpeting. Seven existing classrooms had new flooring and plaster 

repair and painting.  
 

FUNDING 
Budgeted funding for all phases completed thus far: 
• $2,159,000 of campaign pledges received to date ($2,844,000 total pledges) The balance of $685,000 will be collected 

through December 2021. These funds will help pay the Diocesan loan that will begin in January 2020. 
• $108,000 pledge payments July through December 2019 
• $16,500 Interest on these pledges 
• $1,025,000 Parish Savings  
• $800,000 School Second Century Fund savings 
• $600,000 Illinois Clean Energy Community Foundation grant  
• $1,296,500 Diocese of Joliet loan  
 

Finally, we are looking at additional capital improvements identified by the Campus Improvement Committee: 
• The church skylight and bell tower are scheduled to be repaired in spring of 2020 at an estimated cost of $200,000. A 

forensic investigation using drone technology was able to identify the cause of the continual leaks. The December 2nd 
Banish the Buckets day of giving raised $5,500 to help defray this cost.  

• The church organ underwent temporary repairs in November as a stop gap measure until a complete cleaning and 
necessary refurbishment could take place. An estimated $30,000 is required for the refurbishment and cleaning. 

 

We are very blessed for the support that we have received from all of you. We continue to ask for your help. It is not too 
late to join the nearly 700 families who have already contributed. Please consider a donation to Our Faith, Our Family, Our 
Future campaign for your 9 year-end giving if you have not done so already. Please visit our website for more 
information on how you can make your contribution.  
 

In Father John Phan’s words as we began this campaign, “Let us continue to move forward working as the Body of Christ in 
Our Faith, Our Family, Our Future campaign so that we might meet the challenge of today and prepare for the promise of 
tomorrow.” 
 

Again, thank you for helping us meet the needs of today and provide a home for future generations!  
 

Please contact Beth Harbauer at bharbauer@sjpdg.org with questions. 



STEWARDSHIP REPORT — TIME AND TALENT 

 
St. Joseph Parish  -  Downers Grove, IL 

July 1st, 2018 - June 30th, 2019 
 

“The practice of the Stewardship of Time, Talent and Treasure is a grateful response to our deep  
heartfelt desire to give something back to God in thanksgiving for all we have received, including the 

gift of life itself.  As Christian stewards, we receive God’s gifts gratefully, cultivate them responsibly, 
share them lovingly in justice with others and return them with increase to the Lord.” 

 
Parish Population 

 2394 households 
 9321 individuals 
 92 new families registered in the past year 
 

Sacraments Celebrated  
• 570 Eucharists/Masses 
• 33 Funerals 
• 101 Baptisms 
• 108 Confirmations 
• 115 First Eucharists 
• 115 First Reconciliations 
• 11 Marriages 
• 2 Parish Communal Penance Services 

Education and Faith-Formation Programs 
• 395 St. Joseph School students (PS3-8) were taught 

daily by 26 teachers and 8 aides 
• 328 religious education students (K-6) were taught by 

48 teachers 
• 111 7th & 8th grade religious education Confirmation 

candidates were taught by 24 teachers 
• 10 REACH students (Religious Education Apostolate 

for Handicapped) taught by 4 teachers 
• 80+ students (ages 5-9) met weekly at 9am and 

11am Masses for Children’s Liturgy of the Word  
• 35 Catholic Kid’s Club participants were taught for a 

week by 7 teachers and aides 
• 6 prayer groups with 50 participants met and prayed 

monthly 
• 156+ hours of Eucharistic Adoration were offered by parishioners Monday evenings 6-9pm 
• An average of 30 high school students and 10 adults prayed the Rosary every Wednesday night led by our 

Youth Minister 
• 125 high school students participated in 2 parish sponsored youth ministry retreats 
• 108 eighth grade students participated in a Confirmation retreat 
• 395 St. Joseph School students participated in weekly Mass, morning prayer and daily religion class,      

Rosary, Stations of the Cross and Reconciliation 
• 10-15 Parishioners participate in a weekly Contemplative Prayer group  
• 50+ people participated in weekly small group study sessions hosted by Adult Faith Formation 
• 100+ people attended one or more of 5 speakers/seminars hosted by Adult Faith Formation 
• 225+ people participated in after Mass Sunday talks for the Advent & Lent seasons 

 
 



 
 
Sacramental Preparation Programs 

• 150+ parents prepared for the Baptism of their child by 3 
Baptism couples 

• 3 candidates prepared for their initiation into the church 
by 2 team members in the Rite of Christian Initiation of 
Adults (RCIA) 

• 108 confirmation candidates were taught by 15  
   catechists and facilitators and were confirmed into the 
   church by Pastor John Phan 
• 115 second graders were prepared for First Reconcilia-

tion and Holy Eucharist by 6 catechists and facilitators 
• 11 couples prepared for marriage in a Pre-Cana 
       program by 1 couple 
• 150+ parents of Confirmation Candidates attended a 

presentation and evening of formation with their child 
 

Liturgy Assistance 
• 96 Extraordinary Ministers of Holy Communion 
• 40 Lectors 
• 62 Altar Servers 
• 26 regular Ushers and dozens of young helpers 
• 76 Choir Members, 62 Adults & 14 Children 
• 13 Cantors 
• 12 Handbells 
• 11 Instrumentalists 
• 6 Sacristans 
• 12 Greeters 
• 7 Art & Environment Committee 
• 150+ St. Joseph School students participated as 

liturgists during weekly Mass, Stations and special 
observances as lectors, altar servers, cantors, 
handbells, choir, ushers, sacristans and greeters 

• 4 Wedding Coordinators 
• 10 Worship Commission 
• 6 General Volunteers 
 

 
Parish Outreach 

• 800+ home visits to the homebound and nursing homes by 20 parishioners and Deacons 
• 2,200+ Hospital visits made by 9 priests, deacons and parishioners 
• 45 St. Joseph Parishioners volunteered 4,400+ hours of service at our weekly St. Vincent De Paul Food 
     Pantry to provide groceries to 2,500 families and assist 7,200 individuals in need of additional support 
• The Giving Tree project provided 18 needy families with clothes, toys & other items this past Christmas 
• 208 hours of service performed by 5 parishioners at PADS Shelter 
• St. Joseph Church sponsors the PADS Shelter each Monday during the month of March: 
   - 160 families donated food for 240 breakfasts, 240 lunches and 320 dinners 
   - 60 Jr. High Confirmation Candidates, 30 HS students and 20 adults prepared and served the meals 
   - 25 parishioners volunteered 52 overnight hours to staff the PADS Shelter 
• 3,480 service hours performed by 204 Confirmation candidates within their homes, schools, parish and  

community 
• 102 Units of blood were donated in 4 St. Joseph blood drives, run by 3 parish volunteers 
• 100+ Prayer Shawls were made by 15 members of the Prayer Shawl Ministry 
• St. Joseph’s Catholics for Life organized multiple prayer and service events including: 
    - 25 parishioners, staff & Knights joined 40 Days for Life in prayer at the local abortion clinic 
    - 30 people prayed at the overnight prayer vigil to remember the anniversary of Roe vs Wade 
    - 20 people prayerfully planted crosses honoring the millions of lives lost to abortion 
    - Scores of parishioners signed the “Choose Life” banners during Respect Life Month 
    - $4610+ and hundreds of baby and mom items collected for local crisis pregnancy centers 
• 395 St. Joseph School students and their families participated in food and clothing drives 
• 6-8 youth and adults serve the 1st Saturday each month at Our Lady of the Angels Mobile Food Pantry 
• 22 teens & chaperones served the poorest of the poor by building a home on a Jamaica mission trip 
• 18 teens & adults participated in the March for Life in Washington DC 
• 25-30 people participated each month in the ecumenical service of Prayer in the Spirit of Taizé  
• 10-15 people participated in a weekly Contemplative Prayer Group 



 

Ways You Can Give: 
Gifts of Cash  

You can make a cash gift by currency, credit card or check. If you are 
issuing a check, the effective date of your contribution is the date it is 
hand-delivered or mailed.  

IRA Charitable Rollover 
Take advantage of the opportunity to make a difference with a tax-free 
gift from your IRA to St. Joseph Church by December 31, 2019. If you’re 70 
1/2 years or older, you can contribute up to $100,000 directly from your IRA 
to St. Joe’s without including the amount in gross income. 

Gifts of Securities 
Stocks or other investments that have grown in value and that you have 
owned longer than one year can become a substantial gift with a low net 
cost to you. You receive a charitable deduction for the donation which is 
based on the stock’s fair market value on the date of the gift.  

 

For more information, please contact Beth Harbauer at 630.964.0216 x1101 or 
bharbauer@sjpdg.org. 

 

YOUR GENEROSITY ENABLES US TO  
CARRY OUT OUR MISSION 

 

As the end of year approaches, we reflect on the  
many blessings God has bestowed on us. 

 

Please remember your St. Joseph Parish family  
when considering a year-end gift. 

Thank you for your continued support and generosity throughout this past year!  

All donations received through 11:59 pm on December 31, 2019 (or postmarked by then), 
either by mail, hand-delivered or through the mail slot on the front door of the parish 
office at 4824 Highland, Downers Grove, IL 60515, will be included in the 2019 year. 

 



Learn more at weteachmore.org or call Mercy Robb at (815) 221-6124 to contribute.

 
 Your $5,000 donation =

One scholarship for a student in need
+ 

$3,750 state tax credit for you

Costing you only $1,250 out of pocket

In this season of giving, your gift to 
a Diocese of Joliet Catholic school 
through Empower Illinois will help 
fund a 2020-21 scholarship for our 
more than 2,500 eligible students. 
A $5,000 gift funds approximately  

one scholarship at  
our elementary schools. 

Give to a Child in need Today.
Shape the future of Tomorrow.
This is your last chance to take advantage of a 75% Illinois 

Tax Credit for 2019 — make your year-end gift today!



Give the Gift of a 
Catholic Education
and get a 75% Illinois Tax 
Credit for 2019 through 

Empower Illinois

Thanks to the generosity
of our parish donors this year:

25 St. Joseph School students 
received scholarships totaling

over $92,000



During the Second World War, the U.S. sent over 
100,000, mostly Japanese Americans, to internment 
camps. Treatment, jus fica on, and cons tu onality 
were debatable. Eighth grade researched the topic and 
split into teams to challenge or defend the camps, with 
another group to hear the evidence and judge. This 
was done in a mock trial that they created.  

Many of our sixth 
graders went to Camp 
Tecumseh in Indiana 
for a three-day 
Outdoor Ed experience 
where they studied 
and experienced 
Environmental Science 
first-hand. They 
enjoyed various 
outdoor ac vi es 
including hiking, 
archery, canoeing, and 
learning about 
different animals and 
the food chain. 

ST. JOSEPH  
SCHOOL NEWS  

Free Throw Championship 
St. Joseph’s Knights of Columbus Council #14649 

 

Have fun and test your basketball free throwing skills! 

Monday, January 20  ~ Mar n Luther King Day 
 

8:00 am to 11:30 pm 
 

St. Joseph School Gym 
4832 Highland Avenue, Downers Grove 

 

Who can compete:  
Girls and boys ages 9 to 14 can compete. Entry is free. 
 

How do I compete? 
Each contestant receives three warm-up tosses followed by 
15 consecu ve Free Throw a empts from the appropriate 
age-designated foul line.  

Winners progress through local, district, and state 
compe ons. Interna onal champions are announced by 
the Knights of Columbus interna onal headquarters based 
on scores from the state-level compe ons. 
 

Applica ons will be available at the Free Throw 
Compe on and proof of age is required. (Signature of 
parent or guardian is required also.) 

For addi onal informa on, contact Mike Miller at 
mike.miller5631@gmail.com. 

Note: In the event of a e, par cipants may be required to return to SJS at 11:00 am for a e-breaker compe on.  
If you choose not to, or cannot return, you forfeit your right to advance to District Compe on. 



 It’s All Under Cont ol  

     

  Please Print 
   

 Name ________________________________________________________________________ 
  

 Email Address_________________________________________________________________ 
 

 Phone________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Register online at stjosephdg.org/itsallundercontrol 
OR 

Return registration by mail with check payable to: 
St. Joseph Church, 4824 Highland Avenue, Downers Grove, IL 60515 

Attn: Bob Valle or place in the collection basket. 
 

Registration deadline including $30 fee is Thursday, January 9. 
 

For more information, contact Bob Valle, 630-964-0216, Ext. 1209 or bvalle@sjpdg.org OR  
Julie Visher, vishergirl@gmail.com 

Do you often find life overwhelming? Do you have trouble saying no? Is God at the bottom of your 
to-do list? No matter their journey in life, many women struggle to keep it all together, with little time 
for themselves. God calls, but the voice seems faint against the hectic activity of life.  
 

Join us for a six week series reading Jennifer Dukes Lee's book, It's All Under Control, along with a            
companion Bible study. Rediscover your faith and find joy while dealing with life's ups and downs. 
Find strength in God and each other. Materials and hospitality are included in the registration fee.  

 

Uncover surprising truths from the life of Jesus about busyness, obedience, and asking for help.  
 

Discover five major obstacles that keep us from trusting God, and how to overcome them. 
 

Make healthier, wiser decisions about how to spend your time and energy. 
 

Let go of guilt and hold on to God’s promises. 
 

Find practical exercises and scriptural truths to guide you in living a life of surrender to God. 
 

Through it all - and in the company of other women - you’ll experience the freedom of becoming 
more of who God created you to be, as you learn to trust the One who truly has it all under control. 
 

from “It’s All Under Control, Jennifer Dukes Lee 

A Journey of  Letting Go, Hanging On, and Finding  
a Peace You Almost Forgot Was Possible 

 

A Six Week Guided Journey for Women 

Thursdays: January 16, 23, 30, February 6, 13, 20                     
7:00 - 8:30 pm                                                  

St. Joseph Parish Center Library 



Feed Your Spirit 

 

CAN YOU GIVE AN HOUR OR TWO  
OF TIME TO HELP MAKE OUR CHURCH 

SPACE READY FOR CHRISTMAS? 
 

Please join our Art and Environment team to help 
decorate the church for the Christmas Season. They are 
especially in need of some “heavy lifters” this Sunday, 
December 22 after the 5:00 pm Mass. “Many hands make 
light work!” You can email hnogle@sjpdg.org if you are 
able to help. You can also surprise us and just show up! 

Legion of Mary 
 

Thursdays  ▪  St. Joe Parish Center  ▪  7:00 pm    
 

Our parish has a Legion of Mary ministry. It’s primary 
purpose is to bring people to Jesus Christ through 
the imita on of the virtues of Mary. If you are 
interested in joining this ministry, contact Robert 
Mesch at 630.204.5072. 

Joyful Again! 
 

Widowed and feeling stuck? Come and find ways to 
move toward inner peace and new hope in life.  

Joyful Again! Widowed Ministry program  
presents a Retreat/workshop for men & women 

 

March 14 &15  
Mt. Assisi Center, Lemont 

 

Email us at joyfulagain7211@gmail.com or call 
708.354.7211 to register. 
 

www.joyfulagain.org 

 St. Joseph Parish Events  ~  Week of December 22 

Sunday, December 22 
12:00 pm Choir Prac ce   Church 
12:30 pm Bap sms    Church 
Monday, December 23 
9:00 am A&E prep for Christmas    Church 
1:00 pm Children’s Christmas  
  Choir Rehearsal     Church 
6:00 pm Eucharis c Adora on    Chapel 
6:30 pm YA Rosary     Youth room 
Saturday, December 28 
3:30 pm Confession     Chapel 

 

Thank You  ~  Thank You  ~  Thank You 
 

This is a simple note with a profound 
message that the Council of Catholic 
Women is so lucky to have all you 
wonderful bakers and those that 
helped make our Annual Christmas 
Cookie Sale another success 
story.  We sincerely thank you and 
greatly appreciate your efforts.  

St Francis of Assisi, Bolingbrook, presents the first of 
three talks on:  
 
 

Why Prayer Ma ers 
January 9 - 7:30 pm 

Fr. Mark Cote 
"Prayer as Rela onship" 

Have you ever been asked if you have a rela onship 
with Jesus?  Did you have an answer for that?  How 
have you viewed the role of prayer in your life?  Let us 
explore these ques ons together as we contemplate on 
“Why Prayer Ma ers.”  Let us explore the possibility 
that a shi  in how we see the role of prayer in our lives 
can forever enrich the closeness we experience with 
the author of life.  Fr. Mark is Parochial Vicar at St. 
Scholas ca Parish in Woodridge and Associate Director 
of Diaconate for the Diocese of Joliet.  

 

St. Francis of Assisi Parish 
1501 W. Boughton Road, Bolingbrook 

 

For more informa on, 630.759.7588. 

 



Pray for the Sick 
George Paul Aguilar, Mar n Barcelo, Sam Buonauro, Lou 
Duller, Nora Fox, Alma and Amanda Grenier, Carrie King, 
Ann Kulesza, Richard Kus, Louis Latouske, Patrick Lynch, 
Donna Metropolis, Marc Muncer, Aneesh Sehgal, Keith 
Venard, and Margaret Walsh 

   

Gospel of Mt 2:13-15, 19-23  
Sunday, December 29 

 

Eucharis c Adora on 
Our Lord Invites Us All to 

 Eucharis c Adora on 
 

Mondays from 6:00 to 9:00 pm  
St. Joseph Chapel  

 

Holy Rosary at 7:30 pm 

 

 

Stop in the chapel any me between 6:00 and 9:00 pm  
for a few minutes or however much me you  

wish to spend with Our Lord.  
He is wai ng for you! 

Praying from Sunday to Sunday 

When the magi had departed, behold, the angel of the 
Lord appeared to Joseph in a dream and said, "Rise, take 
the child and his mother, flee to Egypt, and stay there 
un l I tell you.   
 

Herod is going to search for the child to destroy him." 
Joseph rose and took the child and his mother by night 
and departed for Egypt. He stayed there un l the death 
of Herod, that what the Lord had said through the 
prophet might be fulfilled, Out of Egypt I called my son.   
 

When Herod had died, behold, the angel of the Lord 
appeared in a dream to Joseph in Egypt and said, "Rise, 
take the child and his mother and go to the land of Israel, 
for those who sought the child's life are dead." He rose, 
took the child and his mother, and went to the land of 
Israel. But when he heard that Archelaus was ruling over 
Judea in place of his father Herod, he was afraid to go 
back there. And because he had been warned in a 
dream, he departed for the region of Galilee. He went 
and dwelt in a town called Nazareth, so that what had 
been spoken through the prophets might be fulfilled, He 
shall be called a Nazorean.  

TODAY’S READINGS 
First Reading — You will be given this sign: The virgin shall con-
ceive and bear a son (Isaiah 7:10-14). 
Psalm — Let the Lord enter; he is king of glory  
(Psalm 24). 
Second Reading — God has called us to belong to Jesus Christ 
(Romans 1:1-7). 
Gospel — The son born of Mary shall be called Jesus, for he will 
save his people from their sins (Ma hew 1:18-24). 
 

READINGS FOR THE WEEK 
Monday: Mal 3:1-4, 23-34; Ps 25:4-5ab, 8-10, 14;  
 Lk 1:57-66 
Tuesday: 2 Sm 7:1-5, 8b-12, 14a, 16; Ps 89:2-5, 27, 29;  
 Lk 1:67-79 
Wednesday: Vigil: Is 62:1-5; Ps 89:4-5, 16-17, 27, 29;  
 Acts 13:16-17, 22-25; Mt 1:1-25 [18-25] 
 Night: Is 9:1-6; Ps 96:1-3, 11-13; Ti 2:11-14;  
 Lk 2:1-14 
 Dawn: Is 62:11-12; Ps 97:1, 6, 11-12;  
 Ti 3:4-7; Lk 2:15-20 
 Day: Is 52:7-10; Ps 98:1-6; Heb 1:1-6;  
 Jn 1:1-18 [1-5, 9-14] 
Thursday: Acts 6:8-10; 7:54-59; Ps 31:3cd-4, 6, 8ab,  
 16bc, 17; Mt 10:17-22 
Friday: 1 Jn 1:1-4; Ps 97:1-2, 5-6, 11-12; Jn 20:1a, 2-8 
Saturday: 1 Jn 1:5 — 2:2; Ps 124:2-5, 7cd-8; Mt 2:13-18 
Sunday: Sir 3:2-6, 12-14; Ps 128:1-5;  
 Col 3:12-21 [12-17]; Mt 2:13-15, 19-23 
 

SAINTS AND SPECIAL OBSERVANCES 
Sunday: Fourth Sunday of Advent 
Monday: St. John of Kanty; Hanukkah begins 
Tuesday: Vigil of Christmas 
Wednesday: The Na vity of the Lord (Christmas) 
Thursday: St. Stephen; Kwanzaa begins;  
 Boxing Day (Canada) 
Friday: St. John 
Saturday: The Holy Innocents 

To include/remove a name, contact Helene Nogle at 
630.964.0216 ext. 1202 or hnogle@sjpdg.org. 

Aus n Kus, US Navy 
Sheila Perazal Kus, Air Force 
Jack McGuire, US Navy 
Maeve McGuire, US Navy 
S Sgt Ian A. Nogle 
Lt. Bruce Penny 
Pvt Brandon Skenandore 
Vincent Wrobleski 

St. Joseph Parish Community would like to recognize and 
remember in prayer, ALL ACTIVE DUTY military personnel 
serving our country here and throughout the world. 

Lt. Julia M. Anderson 
PO2 Emily C. Behrel 
1 Lt Ian Correll 
Cpt Thomas Correll 
Sailor Steven Derdzinski 
Ma  Dickey 
Lynnea K. Jensen 



WEDNESDAY, December 25 
11:00 AM    Tom Corbe  
THURSDAY, December 26 
7:00 AM   Douglas R. Adams 
FRIDAY, December 27 
7:00 AM    Joseph Anthony Perrino 
SATURDAY, December 28 
8:00 AM   John Neidlinger 
5:00 PM   Anne Scanlon 
SUNDAY, December 29 
7:00 AM   Walter & Henry Gabrys 
9:00 AM   People of the Parish 
11:00 AM   Doris F. Basel    
5:00 PM   Dolores Dempsey   

SUNDAY, December 22 
7:00 AM  People of the Parish 
9:00 AM  Francesca Opre 
11:00 AM  Jack Lamberty 
5:00 PM  John Gammuto 
MONDAY, December 23 
7:00 AM  Major Chris Nogle 
TUESDAY, December 24 
4:00 PM     George Caccippio (church) 
4:00 PM    
11:00 PM   
WEDNESDAY, December 25 
7:00 AM    Major Christopher Ryan Nogle 
9:00 AM    For the deceased members of the 
      Legion of Mary Most Pure 

MASS SCHEDULE & INTENTIONS  

SATURDAY  
  5:00 PM 

 

R. Raike 
J. Barbosa 

S. Fahey, J. McReynolds, J. More, 
L. Rovens, P. Simon, Rosary Smith, 

Tony Wilkinson 

C. Sipchen 
E. Li a 
B. Li a 

 

SUNDAY  
  7:00 AM 

 

J. Bigane 
J. Piliponis 

P. Bicek, J. Bigane, C. Cavanaugh, 
J. Menard, M. Menard, M. Raines, 

E. Wengren 

T. McNulty 
T. Balsamo 
B. Balsamo 

D. Wozniak 
S. Wozniak 

SUNDAY 
  9:00 AM 

 

M. Indreika 
J. Indreika 

K. Kosowski, C. McCue,  
M. Rapach, T. Rapach, T. Rapach, 

R. Visher 

C. Van Anne 
C. Van Anne 
M. Van Anne 

M. Dunn 

SUNDAY 
  11:00 AM 

 

M. Kippes 
T. Burk 

G. Francisco, L. Koscik, G. Zehak,  
J. Zitnik, L. Zitnik, T. Zleczewski 

P. Kearney 
E. McGowan 

S. Sluzas 

D. Arcaro 

SUNDAY 
  5:00 PM 

 

S. Jagielo 
S. Poetzel 

B. Cohoon, C. Cohoon, J. Gargula, 
M. Morrison, L. Nogle, S. Poetzel, 

M. Travers 

V. Davero 
J. Davero 
S. Boyle 

 

       Mass                                           Extraordinary Ministers         Altar  
      Times                        Lectors               of Holy Communion                    Servers                     Greeters 

Ministry Schedule for Saturday, December 28 and Sunday, December 29 

Fourth Sunday in Advent 
 December 22, 2019 

 

They shall name him Emmanuel, which means, “God is with us.” 
 

- Ma hew 1:23 

 



 

Christmas Mass Schedule 2019-2020 
 
 

THE NATIVITY OF THE LORD 
Christmas Eve 
Tuesday, December 24 

4:00 p.m., Church (Children’s Liturgy) 
4:00 p.m., School Gym (Not a Children’s Liturgy) 

11:00 p.m., Church (Preceded by carols at 10:30 p.m.) 
 

Christmas Day 
Wednesday, December 25 

7:00 a.m., 9:00 a.m., and 11:00 a.m. 
No 5:00 p.m. Mass 

 

The Holy Family of Jesus, Mary, and Joseph 
December 29 

Regular Saturday/Sunday Schedule 
 

Mary, the Holy Mother of God 
(A Holy Day of Obligation) 

January 1 
9:00 a.m., and 11:00 a.m. 

 

Epiphany of the Lord 
January 5 

Regular Saturday/Sunday Schedule 
 

Baptism of the Lord 
January 12 

Regular Saturday/Sunday Schedule 
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DOLATOWSKI ELECTRIC

Residential Specialist

968-6949

LAW OFFICES OF RORY K. McGINTY, P.C.

General Practice Including

Corporate Law • Estate Planning • Traffic • Labor • Transportation

630-743-9907 5202 Washington, Downers Grove

 John G. Marchese
 D.D.S., Ltd.

General Dentistry
For The Entire Family

New Patients Welcome
Emergencies Seen Promptly

Weekends and Evenings Available
5133 Washington St.

630-964-7852 Downers Grove

ED THE PLUMBER
ED THE CARPENTER

Best Work • Best Rate

Satisfaction Guaranteed As

We Do All Our Own Work
Lic# 055-026066

$$ Parishioner Discount $$

630-663-1444

Family Owned & Operated
Serving the 

Communities
Since 1929

Prearranged
Funeral Planning

Cremations
Traditional Funeral

Arrangements
24 Hour Availability

www.toonfuneralhome.com

DOWNERS GROVE
4920 Main St.
630.968.0408
6 Blocks South of Ogden

WESTMONT
109 N. Cass Ave.

630.968.2262
4 Blocks South of Ogden

TOON
FUNERAL HOMES
AND CREMATION SERVICE

PLATINUM PARTNERS REALTORS
MARY KENNEDY, parishioner

Direct 630-740-6189
www.marykennedy.com

marykennedyppr@comcast.net

We Take Service Personally
Contact us today for a customized, reliable

waste management, recycling, or dumpster quote.

630-261-0400

MARIA BARAN
630-750-9213

           TONI BOTTGERMowie Po Polsku
  773-860-0028

E N T E R P R I S E S
1219 Ogden Ave.

Downers Grove, IL 60515

Say Good-bye to Clogged Gutters!
•  LeafGuard®  

is guaranteed 
never to clog or 
we’ll clean it for 
FREE*

•  Seamless, one-piece system keeps out 
leaves, pine needles, and debris

•  Eliminates the risk of falling off a ladder  
to clean clogged gutters

•  Durable, all-weather tested system not  
a flimsy attachment

Call today for your FREE estimate and in-home demonstration

CALL NOW 708-462-6373 Get it. And forget it.®

*Guaranteed not to clog for as 
long as you own your home, or 
we’ll clean your gutters for free.

Receive a $25 Lowe's Gift Card 
with FREE in-home estimate!

All participants who attend an estimated 60-90 minute in-home product consultation will 
receive a $25 gift card. Retail value is $25. Offer sponsored by LeafGuard Holdings Inc. Limit 

one per household. Company procures, sells, and installs seamless gutter protection. This 
offer is valid for homeowners over 18 years of age. If married or involved with a life partner, 

both cohabitating persons must attend and complete presentation together. Participants must 
have a photo ID, be able to understand English, and be legally able to enter into a contract. 

The following persons are not eligible for this offer: employees of Company or affiliated 
companies or entities, their immediate family members, previous participants in a Company 

in-home consultation within the past 12 months and all current and former Company 
customers. Gift may not be extended, transferred, or substituted except that Company may 
substitute a gift of equal or greater value if it deems it necessary. Gift card will be mailed to 
the participant via first class United States Mail within 21 days of receipt of the promotion 
form. Not valid in conjunction with any other promotion or discount of any kind. Offer not 

sponsored or promoted by Lowe's and is subject to change without notice prior to 
reservation. Expires 3/31/20.

CALL BY 12/31 TO RECEIVE
75% 50% OFF

LABOR*
*After 12/31/19 customer will be

eligible for 50% off labor. Does not
include cost of material.

Offer expires 3/31/20.

x

Get this weekly bulletin delivered by email - for FREE!
Sign up here:
https://www.jspaluch.com/BulletinSubscribe.aspx
Courtesy of J.S. Paluch Company, Inc.

GREAT COVERAGE - 97% of all households attending church take at least one church bulletin 
home every Sunday. 
GREAT VALUE - 70% of all households are aware of and look at the advertising in the church
bulletin and 68% of households surveyed when making a choice between businesses are inclined to
choose the one who advertised in the church bulletin.
GREAT LOYALTY - 41% of households do business with a company specifically because they
are advertising in the church bulletin.
GREAT PRODUCT - 62% of households keep the church bulletin the entire week as reference. 

Learn More About Advertising In Your Parish Bulletin
Call us at 1-800-621-5197 Email: sales@jspaluch.com

IN YOUR LOCAL
CHURCH BULLETIN?

WHY ADVERTISE

$29.95/Mo. billed quarterly

• One Free Month
• No Long-Term Contract
• Price Guarantee
• Easy Self Installation

Call Today!    Toll Free 1.877.801.8608

Medical Alert System
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Dr. Stephen T. Jagielo
Oral & Maxillofacial Surgery
Gen. Anesthesia - Sedation

Extractions & Wisdom Teeth
Dental Implants

Jaw Surgery • Oral Injuries
Biopsies

630/969-4441
4913 Main St.

CLARENDON HILLS
CEMETERY

Large Catholic Area
Above Ground Burial Also
6900 S. Cass Avenue

Darien (630) 968-6590

MICHAEL OVERMANN LTD
ATTORNEY AT LAW

WILLS | TRUSTS | PROBATE

Free Consultation with an 
Attorney Devoted to 

Estate Planning & Administration

7702 South Cass Ave, Suite 115
Darien, Illinois 60561

630.810.0316 | www.overmannlaw.com

BRIGHTER DAY GARDEN 
  FALL AND WINTER

      ARE COMING

  COMMERCIAL OR

      RESIDENTIAL

  SNOW PLOWING

     FALL CLEAN UP

       GUTTER CLEANING

     SIGN UP NOW, LIMITED SPACE

CALL DAVE 630-546-5689 OR
brighterdaygarden@yahoo.com

Benote H Wimp Jr, Agent
(331) 777-2957 or 

www.benotewimp.com

6900 Main St. Ste. 54

Downers Grove, IL 60516

Financial Services

– Parishioner –
4909 Forest Ave.
Downers Grove 630-541-3696
www.ZachFrazierOrthodontics.com

Kitchens ★ Baths ★ Basements ★ Additions
LICENSED & INSURED

Greg Cutler

630-415-9605
www.americraft1.com

PARISHIONERS

PLANT HEALTH CARE, INC.
630-755-4283 OR 630-865-3801

Pest / Disease Control JUSTFORTREES@GMAIL.COM

Tree trimming - Pruning  WWW.JUSTFORTREES.COM

Tree Removals ISA Certified Arborist

Stump Grinding Fully Bonded and Insured

Over 15 Years Serving Our Community

Downers Grove Foot Specialist
Podiatrist • Foot Surgeon • General Care

Dr. John Limanowski
630-968-4416

4121 Fairview #102 Downers Grove
NEW LOCATION

Quality Work – Reasonable Prices

DEMMIS
PLUMBING

& SEWER
Ask for a

PARISHIONER
DISCOUNT

630.991.3641
www.demmisplumbing.com

EMERGENCY
SERVICE

Lic# 102246

“Protecting your
Real Estate investment 
from purchase to sale”

Camden Law Office, LLC
630-789-5896 

www.camdenlawoffice.com

(630) 968-4727

415 WEST OGDEN AVENUE, WESTMONT
                www.suburbanlock.com  

  license# 192.000141

• DOOR HARDWARE-SALES
  AND SERVICE
• AUTOMATIC DOOR
  OPERATORS
• ELECTRONIC LOCKING
  HARDWARE

For All of Your
Plumbing Needs

STANKUS 
PLUMBING

Lic #16442

Sewer & Drain Cleaning
Ask for a Parishioner Discount

630.241.9700

Jose Gomez
(773) 296-0150

425 Ogden Ave.
Downers Grove, IL 60515

PC MD
PC & MAC Sales & Service
Networking • WIFI • Internet

(630) 789-3971 Tom
pcmdusa@gmail.com www.pcmd.com

WE STILL MAKE HOUSE CALLS!  CLEANING
 SERVICES

708.215.1707
carmenscleaningco.com

ALL TYPES OF FLOORING
Schedule a Free In-Home Consultation

Call 630.560.0913
Vince Rusnak, Owner

BREAKFAST & LUNCH
Open 7 Days | 7am - 3pm

900 Plainfield Rd.
Willowbrook          630.541.8958
www.LumesBrunchCafe.com

HANDYMAN
WANTED

Some Experience with Homes
or Apts, Doing Lite Carpentry,

Lite Tile Work, Plumbing,
Cabinet Installation

Suburbs - Off - 53 & 355

847.713.2901

Hair by Elyse
815-258-4831
4901 Forest Ave.

Keratin Complex Treatments
Call for Appointment & Consultation

Grow in your faith,
find a Mass, and

connect with your
Catholic Community

with OneParish!

Download Our Free App or Visit

MY.ONEPARISH.COM

If You Live Alone You Need MDMedAlert!
24 Hour Protection at HOME and AWAY!

✔Ambulance
✔Police  ✔Fire
✔Friends/Family

CALL
NOW!

FREE Shipping
FREE Activation
NO Long Term Contracts

Solutions as Low as $19.95 a month

This Button SAVES Lives!
As Shown GPS,

Lowest Price Guaranteed!

GPS Tracking w/Fall Detection
Nationwide, No Land Line Needed

EASY Set-up, NO Contract
24/7 365 Monitoring in the USA

800.809.3352
MDMedAlert
Safe-Guarding America’s Seniors Nationwide!

The Most Complete
Online National

Directory of
Catholic ParishesCheck It Out Today!

Catholic Cruises and Tours and The Apostleship
of the Sea of the United States of America

Take your FAITH ON A JOURNEY.
Call us today at 860-399-1785 or email
eileen@CatholicCruisesandTours.com

www.CatholicCruisesandTours.com

Saint Margaret
Sunday Missal
An ideal companion
for personal prayer.

In Stock & Ready to Order Today.
CALL OR ORDER ONLINE. $39.95

800-566-6150 • www.wlpmusic.com

WHY IS IT
A man wakes up after sleeping
under an ADVERTISED blanket
on an ADVERTISED mattress

and pulls off ADVERTISED pajamas
bathes in an ADVERTISED shower
shaves with an ADVERTISED razor

brushes his teeth
with ADVERTISED toothpaste

washes with ADVERTISED soap
puts on ADVERTISED clothes

drinks a cup 
of ADVERTISED coffee

drives to work
in an ADVERTISED car

and then . . . .
refuses to ADVERTISE
believing it doesn’t pay.
Later if business is poor

he ADVERTISES it for sale.
WHY IS IT?

Your
ad

could
be in this

space!
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