


Directory 
 

St. Joseph Parish Business Center 
4824 Highland  630.964.0216 

Religious Education 630.964.0216 x1106 

Youth Ministry 630.964.0216 x1210 

St. Joseph School 630.969.4306 
www.stjosephdg.org 
Weekend Masses:  Saturday 8:00 am and 
5:00 pm  Sunday: 7:00 am  9:00 am 11:00 am 
and 5:00 pm 

Weekday Masses: 7:00 am (Monday-Friday)  
Weekday Holy Days: Call for schedule 

Sacrament of Reconciliation: (Confession) 
Saturday: 3:30 - 4:30 pm 

Registration: We are happy to welcome new 
members to our community. Please contact  
Deacon Frank Kozar at 630.964.0216 x1107 

Pastor Rev. Al Heidecke  aheidecke@sjpdg.org 

Parochial Vicar 
Fr. Michael Groth   mgroth@sjpdg.org 

Deacons  Frank Kozar, Greg Ouska,  
Robert (Pat) Sullivan & Carl Schumacher  

Parish Service Coordinator 
Frank Kozar   fkozar@sjpdg.org 

Business Manager 
Beth Harbauer   bharbauer@sjpdg.org 

Assistant to the Business Manager 
Mary Ann Pattanayak   mpatta@sjpdg.org 

Director of Religious Education 
Jacqueline Lackaff   jlackaff@sjpdg.org 

Youth Ministry Director 
Marta Spiezio   mspiezio@sjpdg.org 

Youth Ministry & Parish Administrative Assist. 
Cindy Jagielo   cjagielo@sjpdg.org 

Music Director/Liturgist 
Robert Valle   bvalle@sjpdg.org 

Liturgy Assistant 
Julie Visher   jvisher@sjpdg.org 

Parish Council 
Michele Geraghty michelegeraghty62@gmail.com 

School Principal 
Beth Cunningham  bcunningham@sjsdg.org 

Assistant Principal 
Jessica Ranquist   jranquist@sjsdg.org 

School Secretary 
Julie Wojciechowski   jwojciechowski@sjsdg.org 

Systems Administrator 
Mike Mazurkiewicz   mmazurkiewicz@sjsdg.org 

Facilities Manager 
Al Kramerich akramerich@sjpdg.org 

St. Vincent de Paul Society 
630-964-0216 x1011 

God’s Call to Us 
(The St. Joseph Parish Mission Statement) 

 

St. Joseph Parish is a community chosen and called by  
God to be sent and directed by the Holy Spirit. 

 

It exists to provide the People of God the pastoral care and  
spiritual nourishment they need to proclaim the good  

news of Christ in their lives and to the world. 

Our Response to God’s Call 
(The St. Joseph Parish Vision Statement) 

 

St. Joseph Parish is a community of God’s People empowered  
by the Holy Spirit to promote God’s reign in the world. 

Nourished by Word and Sacrament, we will grow together in faith, 
hope, and in a passionate love of God and neighbor. 

In our families, we will teach and learn the love of Jesus Christ.  
In our various occupations we will make decisions  

and set priorities in accordance with the values of the Gospel.  
And in the world around us we will stand always for  

justice, compassion and peace. 

Sacraments 
Baptisms:  We celebrate the Sacrament of Baptism every Sunday. 
Parents are required to attend a Baptismal formation meeting. 
Baptisms are scheduled at this meeting. Please call the Parish Center 
for reservations and further information. 
 

Marriages:  Arrangements should be made at least six months in 
advance to provide ample time for preparation of this sacrament. 
Please call the Parish Center for more information. 
 

For Homebound: If you or a member of your family is hospitalized 
or homebound and would like a priest to visit, please notify the Parish 
Center. 
 

Parish Boundaries:  North: Tollway; South: 59th St. East: Prospect 
Avenue and extensions north and south; West: Belmont Avenue 

St. Joseph Catholic Church • 4801 Main Street, Downers Grove 

To Register Your Child at St. Joseph School 
Visit www.stjosephdg.com/admission for registration information. 
Registration accepted throughout the school year. For school tours, 
please call the school office at 630-969-4306. 



 

  
Monday, March 6 
 7:00 AM  John M. Cox 
Tuesday, March 7 
 7:00 AM  Guy Murphy (L) 
Wednesday, March 8 
 7:00 AM  Johnny Roggi 
Thursday, March 9 
 7:00 AM  Erica Hammerschmidt 
Friday, March 10 
 7:00 AM  Jack Himpler and 
        Jim Himpler  

9:00 am Sunday Mass is 
LIVE -STREAMED. Visit 
www.stjosephdg.org and 
click on Livestream. 

Saturday, March 11 
  8:00 AM  Donna Briner Shah   
 5:00 PM  Craig W. Koepke 

Sunday, March 12 
 7:00 AM  Mothers Spiritual Bouquet 
 9:00 AM  Francesca Opre 
11:00 AM  Raymond LaBuda 
 5:00 PM  People of the Parish 

 Second Sunday of Lent 
March 5, 2023 

Jesus took Peter, James, and John his brother, and led them up a high mountain 
by themselves. And he was transfigured before them; his face shone like the 

sun and his clothes became white as light. And behold, Moses and Elijah 
appeared to them, conversing with him. 

(Mt 17:1-3) 

Sunday, March 5 
 7:00 AM  Michael Taylor    
 9:00 AM  People of the Parish 
        and Margaret Leabru 
11:00 AM  Mitchell G. Gurick 
        and Raymond LaBuda 
 5:00 PM  The Souls in Purgatory 

Mass Schedule & Intentions 

Your Gift to the CMAA Makes a Difference 
If you have already pledged your support to the Catholic Ministries Annual Appeal (CMAA), thank you! If we all 
participate, we can meet our parish’s CMAA goal of $119,000. Each and every gift, large or small, makes a 
difference. 

If you still need to make your gift, please prayerfully reflect on how you can best support the CMAA this year 
and ensure all in our diocese know that we belong to God. There are many options for giving, from pledging to 
monthly recurring gifts. Pledge envelopes 
are still available in the church, or you can 
return the pledge card you received in the 
mail from the diocese or make a gift online 
at jolietdioceseappeal.org. 

Remember, if we raise more than our goal, 
the diocese will return to us 70 percent of 
the amount over goal. This is an amazing 
opportunity for our parish. 

As Catholics, we are called to plan ahead and share the blessings of our lives with our loved 
ones and future generations. To help you be a steward of everything God has entrusted to 
your care, the Diocese of Joliet is sharing a free, online will-writing tool. It is cost-free and 
takes 20 minutes or less to protect your family and your assets, and create a gift to pass 
the Catholic faith onto future generations. Get started at FreeWill.com/DioceseofJoliet 



Praying From Sunday to Sunday 

 

St. Joseph Parish Community would like  
to recognize and remember in prayer,  

ALL ACTIVE DUTY military personnel serving 
our country here and throughout the world. 

Lt. Julia M. Anderson 
P.O. 1 Emily C. Behrel 
Cpt. Ian Correll 
Sailor Steven Derdzinski 
Matt Dickey 
Teddy Evans  
Lynnea K. Jensen 
Austin Kus, US Navy 

Sheila Perazal Kus, Air Force 
Jack McGuire, US Navy 
Maeve McGuire, US Navy 
S Sgt Ian A. Nogle 
Lt. Bruce Penny 
Pvt Brandon Skenandore 
Vincent Wrobleski 
SPC Abigal Baran, US Army 

To include/remove a name, contact Julie Visher at 
630.964.0216 ext. 1202 or jvisher@sjpdg.org. 

Please note that there 
will be no 5 pm Mass 
on Sunday March 12 

Thank You 

Today’s Readings 
First Reading: The LORD said to Abram: All the families of 
the earth shall find blessing in you 
(Genesis 12:1-4a) 
Psalm: We rely on you, O God; show us mercy (Psalm 33). 
Second Reading — God has called us to a holy life, not 
because of our works but according to grace 
(2 Timothy 1:8b-10). 
Gospel: Atop a high mountain, Jesus was transfigured before 
Peter, James, and John. (Matthew 17:1-9) .   

Readings for the Week 
Sunday: Gn 12:1-4a/Ps 33:4-5, 18-19, 20, 22 (22)/2 Tm 
1:8b-10/Mt 17:1-9 
Monday: Dn 9:4b-10; Ps 79:8, 9, 11, 13; Lk 6:36-38 
Tuesday: Is 1:10, 16-20; Ps 50:8-9, 16bc-17, 21, 23; 
Mt 23:1-12 
Wednesday: Jer 18:18-20; Ps 31:5-6, 14-16; Mt 20:17-28 
Thursday: Jer 17:5-10; Ps 1:1-4, 6; Lk 16:19-31 
Friday: Gn 37:3-4, 12-13a; 17b-28a; Ps 105:16-21; 
Mt 21:33-43, 45-46 
Saturday: Mi 7:14-15, 18-20; Ps 103:1-4, 9-12; 
Lk 15:1-3, 11-32 
Sunday: Ex 17:3-7; Ps 95:1-2, 6-9; Rom 5:1-2, 5-8; 
Jn 4:5-42 [5-15, 19b-26, 39a, 40-42]  

Saints and Special Observances 
Sunday: Second Sunday of Lent 
Monday: Purim (Jewish festival of the story of Esther) begins 
at sunset 
Tuesday: Ss. Perpetua and Felicity 
Wednesday: St. John of God 
Thursday: St. Frances of Rome 
Friday: Abstinence  



Lent — Holy Week — Triduum — Easter Sunday 2023 
St. Joseph Church 



Eucharistic 
Adoration 
Our Lord Invites Us All 
to Eucharistic Adoration 

St. Joseph Church 
Mondays 
from 7:00 to 8:30 pm 
Tuesdays 
from 9:00 am to 12 pm 
 

Stop in the church for a few minutes of Adoration 
or however much time you wish to spend with Our 
Lord. He is waiting for you! 

“Blessed are they who do not see and yet believe” 
John 20:29 

Weekly Sunday Goal $24,930 

Sunday February 26 Gifts $14,641 

Year-to-Date Sunday Goal $847,620                      

Year-to-Date Gifts $794,515                      

Total Short of Goal to Date $53,104                      

A Call to Stewardship 
You have not forgotten 

“to do good and to share, for with such 

sacrifices God is well pleased.” 

Hebrews 13:16 



Lunch Room 
Upgrade! 
St. Joseph School recently 
updated the tables that our 
children use in the school hall. 

New Outdoor Lighting 
We have recently installed new outdoor lighting fixtures 

around the church and school. These have greatly 
enhanced the appearance and safety of our parish 
campus at night. We would like to thank the Steve 

Mulligan family for their generous donation of the lighting 
fixtures for this project.  

The new tables make it much easier to move and 
rearrange when needed. School Principal, Mrs. 
Beth Cunningham, and the entire school wish to 
thank the Knights of Columbus who 
graciously donated their time to help 
assemble and set up the new tables.  





 
St. Vincent de Paul 2023 Food Pantry Plus 
Sunday Collections for Lent 
2nd Sunday of Lent, March 5 - Pancake Plus: Cold and Hot Cereal, Pancake Mix, Maple 
Syrup, Cookies, Oil, Sugar, Flour, Coffee, Tea, Hot Chocolate 

3rd Sunday of Lent, March 12 - Fill the Pantry Plus: Catsup, Mustard, Mayonnaise, 
Miracle Whip, Salad Dressings, Coffee Creamer, Evaporated Milk, Juice Boxes, Microwave 
Popcorn 

4th Sunday of Lent, March 19 - Pasta Plus: Elbow Macaroni, Egg Noodles, Pastas, Tomato 
Sauce, Tomato Paste, Diced and Whole Tomatoes, Stewed Tomatoes, Spaghetti, Ravioli’s, 
Chili, Hamburger and Tuna Helper 

5th Sunday of Lent, March 26 - Paper Plus: Napkins, Paper Towels, Toilet Paper, Facial 
Tissue, Liquid Laundry Detergent, Dishwashing Detergent, Shampoo, Deodorant, Tooth Paste 



 

The next formation session for new 
Eucharistic Ministers will be held on 
Wednesday, March 29, at 7:00 p.m. 
Pre-registration is very important!  

Please contact Rob Visher 630-244-6813 
or rvisher@gmail.com before the training 

session to register or to ask questions 
regarding the ministry. 

You may also contact Bob Valle, 
Director of Music/Liturgist, at the parish 

bvalle@sjpdg.org or 630-964-0216, ext. 
1209 or register at: 

stjosephdg.org/extraordinary-minister- 
of-holy-communion 

The Ministry of the 
Extraordinary Minister 

of Holy Communion 
Training Session Wednesday, 

March 29   7:00 p.m. 
A training 

and formation session will be held 
on Saturday, March 18, at 9:00 a.m. 
Pre-registration is very important. 

Please contact Bob Valle, Director of Music/
Liturgist, bvalle@sjpdg.org 

or 630-964-0216, ext. 1209 
to register for the training session, 

or to ask questions regarding the ministry. 
You may also register at: 
stjosephdg.org/lector 

Tell the Story of 
Our Faith! The Ministry 

of the Lector 
Training Session Saturday, 

March 18  9:00 a.m. 

OUTDOOR WALKING STATIONS 
sponsored by St. Joseph Youth Board 

FRIDAY, MARCH 24, 2023 
Make the Way of the Cross & Take a Simple, Soup Supper To-Go 
Take a “walk with Jesus” around our neighborhood ~ Start/Finish at Church 
Make the Way of The Cross on Friday, March 24, 2023. The Stations of the 
Cross will be erected at 14 locations throughout the blocks surrounding 
St. Joseph Church from 4:00p-8:00p for reverent devotional prayer. 
The Stations are ordered in an efficient path you can walk, bike, or drive. 
 
A simple take home soup supper will be offered from 5:00-7:00p 
in the St. Joseph Parking lot at the last station. 
Homemade soups provided by the St. Joseph Youth Board. 
 
Driving Guideline - When parking, use your flashers, be cautious if 
exiting your vehicle on the street, and avoid parking in driveways. 









Community Kitchen 
First Congregational Church is providing a location on 
Monday and Tuesday evenings for people with food 
insecurities to have a sit down dinner from 5:30 to 6:30pm. 
St. Joseph has been asked to make and serve a meal twice a 
month. The dates: March 14 and 21, April 4 and 25.   
We will need 5 people each of these dates to set up, serve 
and clean up. The time would be from 5:00 to 6:45. 
We will also need people to make the meals. Meals will 
include 3 casseroles, 3 side dishes, salad, bread, 
3 desserts and paper products. 
We will also need the following items for take out bags: Protein shakes, breakfast bars, clementines, bananas, bags 
of peanuts, applesauce (single serve), Jello with fruit (single serve), oatmeal cups (just add water), spoons, napkins 
and brown paper bags. 
St. Vincent DePaul stated: Go to the poor, you will find God. 
Please contact either Cindy or Michele to let us know what you are able to contribute. 

Michele Geraghty 630-334-2007 michelegeraghty62@gmail.com or  
Cindy Jagielo 630-346-7497  cjagielo@sjpdg.org 

To Purchase Tickets Go to:  
sjsmadness23.givesmart.com 
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• FREE Estimates •

Your Local Fence Company! 
(630) 406-8410 | ParamountFence.com


