


Directory 
 

St. Joseph Parish Business Center 
4824 Highland  630.964.0216 

Religious Education 630.964.0216 x1106 

Youth Ministry 630.964.0216 x1210 

St. Joseph School 630.969.4306 
www.stjosephdg.org 
Weekend Masses:  Saturday 8:00 am and 
5:00 pm  Sunday: 7:00 am  9:00 am 11:00 am 
and 5:00 pm 

Weekday Masses: 7:00 am (Monday-Friday)  
Weekday Holy Days: Call for schedule 

Sacrament of Reconciliation: (Confession) 
Saturday: 3:30 - 4:30 pm 

Registration: We are happy to welcome new 
members to our community. Please contact  
Deacon Frank Kozar at 630.964.0216 x1107 

Pastor Rev. Al Heidecke  aheidecke@sjpdg.org 

Parochial Vicar 
Fr. Michael Groth   mgroth@sjpdg.org 

Deacons  Frank Kozar, Greg Ouska,  
Robert (Pat) Sullivan & Carl Schumacher  

Parish Service Coordinator 
Frank Kozar   fkozar@sjpdg.org 

Business Manager 
Beth Harbauer   bharbauer@sjpdg.org 

Assistant to the Business Manager 
Mary Ann Pattanayak   mpatta@sjpdg.org 

Director of Religious Education 
Jacqueline Lackaff   jlackaff@sjpdg.org 

Youth Ministry Director 
Marta Spiezio   mspiezio@sjpdg.org 

Youth Ministry & Parish Administrative Assist. 
Cindy Jagielo   cjagielo@sjpdg.org 

Music Director/Liturgist 
Robert Valle   bvalle@sjpdg.org 

Liturgy Assistant 
Julie Visher   jvisher@sjpdg.org 

Parish Council 
Michele Geraghty michelegeraghty62@gmail.com 

School Principal 
Beth Cunningham  bcunningham@sjsdg.org 

Assistant Principal 
Jessica Ranquist   jranquist@sjsdg.org 

School Secretary 
Julie Wojciechowski   jwojciechowski@sjsdg.org 

Systems Administrator 
Mike Mazurkiewicz   mmazurkiewicz@sjsdg.org 

Facilities Manager 
Al Kramerich akramerich@sjpdg.org 

St. Vincent de Paul Society 
630-964-0216 x1011 

God’s Call to Us 
(The St. Joseph Parish Mission Statement) 

 

St. Joseph Parish is a community chosen and called by  
God to be sent and directed by the Holy Spirit. 

 

It exists to provide the People of God the pastoral care and  
spiritual nourishment they need to proclaim the good  

news of Christ in their lives and to the world. 

Our Response to God’s Call 
(The St. Joseph Parish Vision Statement) 

 

St. Joseph Parish is a community of God’s People empowered  
by the Holy Spirit to promote God’s reign in the world. 

Nourished by Word and Sacrament, we will grow together in faith, 
hope, and in a passionate love of God and neighbor. 

In our families, we will teach and learn the love of Jesus Christ.  
In our various occupations we will make decisions  

and set priorities in accordance with the values of the Gospel.  
And in the world around us we will stand always for  

justice, compassion and peace. 

Sacraments 
Baptisms:  We celebrate the Sacrament of Baptism every Sunday. 
Parents are required to attend a Baptismal formation meeting. 
Baptisms are scheduled at this meeting. Please call the Parish Center 
for reservations and further information. 
 

Marriages:  Arrangements should be made at least six months in 
advance to provide ample time for preparation of this sacrament. 
Please call the Parish Center for more information. 
 

For Homebound: If you or a member of your family is hospitalized 
or homebound and would like a priest to visit, please notify the Parish 
Center. 
 

Parish Boundaries:  North: Tollway; South: 59th St. East: Prospect 
Avenue and extensions north and south; West: Belmont Avenue 

St. Joseph Catholic Church • 4801 Main Street, Downers Grove 

To Register Your Child at St. Joseph School 
Visit www.stjosephdg.com/admission for registration information. 
Registration accepted throughout the school year. For school tours, 
please call the school office at 630-969-4306. 



  

Monday, April 17 
 7:00 AM  Jack Himpler and 
        Jim Himpler 

Tuesday, April 18 
 7:00 AM  Marie Kapes and 
        Anne Paluchniak 

Wednesday, April 19 
 7:00 AM  Edwin Plys Jr. (L) 
        and Jim O'Sullivan   

Thursday, April 20 
 7:00 AM  Abigail O'Connor and 
        the Caliendo Family  

9:00 am Sunday Mass is 
LIVE -STREAMED. Visit 
www.stjosephdg.org and 
click on Livestream. 

Friday, April 21 
 7:00 AM  Robert Loizzi and 
        John Paluchniak 

Saturday, April 22 
  8:00 AM  John Poloncsik 
 5:00 PM  Mothers Spiritual Bouquet 

Sunday, April 23 
 7:00 AM  People of the Parish 
 9:00 AM  Fathers' Spiritual Bouquet  
11:00 AM  Chuck Blaney and 
        Joe Arnold 
 5:00 PM  The Souls in Purgatory 

Second Sunday of Easter   April 16, 2023 

“Put your finger here and see my hands, and bring your hand and put it 
into my side, and do not be unbelieving, but believe.” Thomas answered 
and said to him, “My Lord and my God!” Jesus said to him, “Have you 
come to believe because you have seen me? Blessed are those who have 
not seen and believed.” - Jn 20:27b-29 

Sunday, April 16 
 7:00 AM  The Souls in Purgatory 
 9:00 AM  Mary Deardorff and      
        Richard Kus 
11:00 AM  Mitchell G. Gurick and    
        Mary Therese Claus 
 5:00 PM  John Stanley and 
        Luis A. Guerra  

Mass Schedule & Intentions 

As Catholics, we are called to plan ahead and share the blessings of our lives with our loved 
ones and future generations. To help you be a steward of everything God has entrusted to 
your care, the Diocese of Joliet is sharing a free, online will-writing tool. It is cost-free and 
takes 20 minutes or less to protect your family and your assets, and create a gift to pass 
the Catholic faith onto future generations. Get started at FreeWill.com/DioceseofJoliet 

Community Kitchen 
First Congregational Church of Downers Grove is providing a 
location for people with food insecurities to have a sit down dinner 
twice a week.  St. Joseph Parish has volunteered to host 2 meals per 
month.  We have been assigned 2 Tuesdays each month and will 
serve from 5:15 to 6:30pm.  For each date we will need servers to set 
up, serve and clean up, and others to drop off  prepared food and 
other items.   

The list of dates and what is needed can be found at 
www.signupgenius.com/go/10C0945A5A829A0F4C52-community1 

Please contact us if you have any questions. 

Michele Geraghty 630-334-2007 michelegeraghty62@gmail.com 

Cindy Jagielo 630-346-7497 cjagielo@sjpdg.org 



Praying From Sunday to Sunday 

 

St. Joseph Parish Community would like  
to recognize and remember in prayer,  

ALL ACTIVE DUTY military personnel serving 
our country here and throughout the world. 

Lt. Julia M. Anderson 
P.O. 1 Emily C. Behrel 
Cpt. Ian Correll 
Sailor Steven Derdzinski 
Matt Dickey 
Teddy Evans  
Lynnea K. Jensen 
Austin Kus, US Navy 

Sheila Perazal Kus, Air Force 
Jack McGuire, US Navy 
Maeve McGuire, US Navy 
S Sgt Ian A. Nogle 
Lt. Bruce Penny 
Pvt Brandon Skenandore 
Vincent Wrobleski 
SPC Abigal Baran, US Army 

To include/remove a name, contact Julie Visher at 
630.964.0216 ext. 1202 or jvisher@sjpdg.org. 

Today’s Readings 
First Reading: All who believed were devoted to the 
teachings of the apostles, the communal life, the breaking of 
the bread, and prayer (Acts 2:42-47). 
Psalm: Be thankful to God who loves us forever (Psalm 118). 
Second Reading: God has given us an undiminished 
inheritance, safeguarded for us in heaven (1 Peter 1:3-9). 
Gospel: The risen Christ comes to his disciples with peace 
and the Spirit. The absent Thomas doubts (John 20:19-31). 

Readings for the Week 
Monday: Acts 4:23-31; Ps 2:1-9; Jn 3:1-8 
Tuesday: Acts 4:32-37; Ps 93:1-2, 5; Jn 3:7b-15 
Wednesday: Acts 5:17-26; Ps 34:2-9; Jn 3:16-21 
Thursday: Acts 5:27-33; Ps 34:2, 9, 17-20; Jn 3:31-36 
Friday: Acts 5:34-42; Ps 27:1, 4, 13-14; Jn 6:1-15 
Saturday: Acts 6:1-7; Ps 33:1-2, 4-5, 18-19; Jn 6:16-21 
Sunday: Acts 2:14, 22-33; Ps 16:1-2, 5, 7-11; 
1 Pt 1:17-21; Lk 24:13-35 

Saints and Special Observances 
Sunday: Second Sunday of Easter (or Sunday of Divine 
Mercy); Julian Calendar Easter 
Monday: Yom Ha-Shoa 
(Holocaust Remembrance Day) 
Tuesday: Income Tax Day 
Friday: St. Anselm of Canterbury 
Saturday: Earth Day  



Your Gift to the CMAA Makes a Difference 
If you have already pledged your support to the Catholic Ministries Annual Appeal (CMAA), thank you! If we all 
participate, we can meet our parish’s CMAA goal of $119,000. Each and every gift, large or small, makes a 
difference. 

If you still need to make your gift, please prayerfully reflect on how you can best support the CMAA this year 
and ensure all in our diocese know that we belong to God. There are many options for giving, from pledging to 
monthly recurring gifts. Pledge envelopes 
are still available in the church, or you can 
return the pledge card you received in the 
mail from the diocese or make a gift online 
at jolietdioceseappeal.org. 

Remember, if we raise more than our goal, 
the diocese will return to us 70 percent of 
the amount over goal. This is an amazing 
opportunity for our parish. 

Weekly Sunday Goal $24,930 

Sunday April 2 Gifts $39,799 

Year-to-Date Sunday Goal $972,270                     

Year-to-Date Gifts $938,670                     

Total Short of Goal to Date $33,599                     

Thank You for your 
Easter Gifts of $37,290 

A Call to Stewardship 
You have not forgotten 

“to do good and to share, for with such 
sacrifices God is well pleased.” 

Hebrews 13:16 

Year End Contribution Statements 
Please contact the Parish Center (630) 964-0216 

if you would like a copy of your 2022 Contribution Statement 



The Next Monthly 
St Peregrine Prayer 

Service 
is Thursday, 

April 20 
at 7pm 

Please see the 
St. Joseph Parish website for 

more information and 
future dates.  

Save the Date 
A St. Joseph Parish 
Town Hall Meeting 
Tuesday April 25 at 7 pm 
All Parishioners are Invited 
You are invited to attend a Town Hall Meeting 
that will address the financials of St. Joseph Parish and foreseen capital 
expenditures. Representatives from the following will be present to address 
questions and/or concerns: Parish Council, Parish Finance, School Board, 
Religious Education, Parent Forum, Athletics, Technology, and Facilities. 

 

 

Purpose: Advise the Pastor and Principal on school operations 
 

You do not need to have children in St. Joseph School. You must be a practicing Catholic, an active 
member of St. Joseph Parish, and 18 years of age or older. Accounting/Finance degree preferred or 

previous experience in a financial role. 
School Advisory Board meets once per month. 

The term is three years 
To submit a nomination form, please visit: stjosephdg.com/parents/school-board 

For more information, email schoolboard@sjsdg.org 

Volunteers Needed 
Catholic Communion Ministry 

Good Samaritan Hospital 
Downers Grove 

Contact: Gail Miskowicz-Retz at 
Gail.Miskowicz-Retz@aah.com or 630-852-5347 

St. Joseph School Advisory Board 
is Looking for New Members! 





Are You, or 
Someone You 
Know, Widowed? 
If you have been recently 
widowed and are still struggling 
with the loss, or if you have been 
widowed for some time and need something to get you 
“over the hump” because you seem stuck in one spot, 
this program is designed to help you move on with life 
while still treasuring your past and its precious 
memories. 

This unique  retreat/workshop will be held at St. Julie’s 
Parish, Tinley Park, Illinois. The Joyful Again! program 
is for both men and women (all ages) who have been 
widowed and are still trying to find hope and new joy in 
life. All are welcome. 

Retreat/Workshop 
for Widowed Men & Women 
June 24 & 25, 2023  (2-day program) 
No overnight available at this site. 

Where: St. Julie’s Parish 
Tinley Park, Illinois 
For further information call: 708-354-7211 
e-mail us at joyfulagain7211@gmail.com  
website: www.joyfulagain.org 

Diaconate Candidate’s Corner 
Happy Easter! He is risen! On Easter Sunday morning, my daughter said to me, 
“Dad, I can finally say the A-word again.” She then proceeded to run around the 
house shouting “Alleluia!” Christ has suffered and sacrificed himself on the 
cross once and for all. Alleluia! The fountain of God’s grace and blessing in our 
lives has been unclogged. Alleluia! Death is no longer the end for us. Alleluia! “It 
is finished.” (Jn 19:30) Alleluia! But… what exactly is the “it” that Christ is 
referring to in his dying breath? No, he is not referring to fasting, meatless 
Fridays, or to 40-days of being “wine-free.” Nor is he referring to the struggles 
and pain of human life. The doctrine of our faith tells us the “it” is the Trinitarian 
Mission: God the Father sent his Son, Jesus Christ, to give all of us the Holy 
Spirit. Jesus accomplishes this work through his death and resurrection, and 
his “work” is now done. Easter marks a new beginning for you and me. 
Hopefully, the sacrifices we made during Lent have brought us a little closer to Jesus. Hopefully, we can hear him 
speaking to us a little louder than before. Jesus’ work on earth is done. He has completed the hardest part—
conquering death and restoring our friendship with God. Now, our work must begin. Just like the apostles, he is 
sending us out to share his message: Jesus Christ, the Son of God, suffered and died because he loves you and he 
wants you to spend eternity with him. Now, what will you do? Quietly walk away? Or shout “Alleluia!” for all to hear? 

Want to go deeper? Read more here: https://www.stjosephdg.org/diaconate 

Rob Visher is a candidate for Ordination to the Permanent Diaconate (Class of 2025) and parishioner at 
St. Joseph Parish. 
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LET’S GROW YOUR BUSINESS 
Place Your Ad Here and Support Our Parish!

 
CONTACT ME Jeff Hansen

 
jhansen@4LPi.com • (800) 950-9952 x2683
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• FREE Estimates •

Your Local Fence Company! 
(630) 406-8410 | ParamountFence.com

 
Roll Right PT

Medicare Accepted

Physical Therapy In Your Home! 

630.538.3582   rollrightpt.com 


