


Directory 
 

St. Joseph Parish Business Center 
4824 Highland  630.964.0216 

Religious Education 630.964.0216 x1106 

Youth Ministry 630.964.0216 x1210 

St. Joseph School 630.969.4306 
www.stjosephdg.org 
Weekend Masses:  Saturday 8:00 am and 
5:00 pm  Sunday: 7:00 am  9:00 am 11:00 am 
and 5:00 pm 

Weekday Masses: 7:00 am (Monday-Friday)  
Weekday Holy Days: Call for schedule 

Sacrament of Reconciliation: (Confession) 
Saturday: 3:30 - 4:30 pm 

Registration: We are happy to welcome new 
members to our community. Please contact  
Deacon Frank Kozar at 630.964.0216 x1107 

Pastor Rev. Al Heidecke  aheidecke@sjpdg.org 

Parochial Vicar 
Fr. Michael Groth   mgroth@sjpdg.org 

Deacons  Frank Kozar, Greg Ouska,  
Robert (Pat) Sullivan & Carl Schumacher  

Parish Service Coordinator 
Frank Kozar   fkozar@sjpdg.org 

Business Manager 
Beth Harbauer   bharbauer@sjpdg.org 

Assistant to the Business Manager 
Mary Ann Pattanayak   mpatta@sjpdg.org 

Director of Religious Education 
Jacqueline Lackaff   jlackaff@sjpdg.org 

Youth Ministry Director 
Marta Spiezio   mspiezio@sjpdg.org 

Youth Ministry & Parish Administrative Assist. 
Cindy Jagielo   cjagielo@sjpdg.org 

Music Director/Liturgist 
Robert Valle   bvalle@sjpdg.org 

Liturgy Assistant 
Julie Visher   jvisher@sjpdg.org 

Parish Council 
Michele Geraghty michelegeraghty62@gmail.com 

School Principal 
Beth Cunningham  bcunningham@sjsdg.org 

Assistant Principal 
Jessica Ranquist   jranquist@sjsdg.org 

School Secretary 
Julie Wojciechowski   jwojciechowski@sjsdg.org 

Systems Administrator 
Mike Mazurkiewicz   mmazurkiewicz@sjsdg.org 

Facilities Manager 
Al Kramerich akramerich@sjpdg.org 

St. Vincent de Paul Society 
630-964-0216 x1011 

God’s Call to Us 
(The St. Joseph Parish Mission Statement) 

 

St. Joseph Parish is a community chosen and called by  
God to be sent and directed by the Holy Spirit. 

 

It exists to provide the People of God the pastoral care and  
spiritual nourishment they need to proclaim the good  

news of Christ in their lives and to the world. 

Our Response to God’s Call 
(The St. Joseph Parish Vision Statement) 

 

St. Joseph Parish is a community of God’s People empowered  
by the Holy Spirit to promote God’s reign in the world. 

Nourished by Word and Sacrament, we will grow together in faith, 
hope, and in a passionate love of God and neighbor. 

In our families, we will teach and learn the love of Jesus Christ.  
In our various occupations we will make decisions  

and set priorities in accordance with the values of the Gospel.  
And in the world around us we will stand always for  

justice, compassion and peace. 

Sacraments 
Baptisms:  We celebrate the Sacrament of Baptism every Sunday. 
Parents are required to attend a Baptismal formation meeting. 
Baptisms are scheduled at this meeting. Please call the Parish Center 
for reservations and further information. 
 

Marriages:  Arrangements should be made at least six months in 
advance to provide ample time for preparation of this sacrament. 
Please call the Parish Center for more information. 
 

For Homebound: If you or a member of your family is hospitalized 
or homebound and would like a priest to visit, please notify the Parish 
Center. 
 

Parish Boundaries:  North: Tollway; South: 59th St. East: Prospect 
Avenue and extensions north and south; West: Belmont Avenue 

St. Joseph Catholic Church • 4801 Main Street, Downers Grove 

To Register Your Child at St. Joseph School 
Visit www.stjosephdg.com/admission for registration information. 
Registration accepted throughout the school year. For school tours, 
please call the school office at 630-969-4306. 



 

Monday, July 3 
 7:00 AM  Ed & Rosemary Cox 

Tuesday, July 4 
 9:00 AM  The Souls in Purgatory  

Wednesday, July 5 
 7:00 AM  The Souls in Purgatory  

Thursday, July 6  
 7:00 AM  Steven Kapes 

Friday, July 7 
 7:00 AM  The Souls in Purgatory 

9:00 am Sunday Mass is LIVE -
STREAMED. Visit www.stjosephdg.org 
and click on Livestream. 

Saturday, July 8 
  8:00 AM  The Souls in Purgatory 
 5:00 PM  Tom & Colette Durkin 

Sunday, July 9 
 7:00 AM  Mother's Spiritual Bouquet 
 9:00 AM  Jack Himpler and 
        Jim Himpler  
11:00 AM  James Winters  
 5:00 PM  The People of the Parish 

The 13th Sunday in Ordinary Time 
July 2, 2023 

“Whoever loves father or mother more than me is not worthy of 
me, and whoever loves son or daughter more than me is not 
worthy of me; and whoever does not take up his cross and follow 
after me is not worthy of me.”  

- Mt 10:37-38 

Sunday, July 2 
 7:00 AM  The Souls in Purgatory 
 9:00 AM  Alfredo Punzalan Jr. 
11:00 AM  John M. Cox  
 5:00 PM  People of the Parish 

Mass Schedule and Intentions 

As Catholics, we are called to plan ahead and share the blessings of our lives with our loved 
ones and future generations. To help you be a steward of everything God has entrusted to 
your care, the Diocese of Joliet is sharing a free, online will-writing tool. It is cost-free and 
takes 20 minutes or less to protect your family and your assets, and create a gift to pass 
the Catholic faith onto future generations. Get started at FreeWill.com/DioceseofJoliet 

Community Kitchen 
First Congregational Church of Downers Grove is providing a 
location for people with food insecurities to have a sit down dinner 
twice a week.  St. Joseph Parish has volunteered to host 2 meals 
per month.  We have been assigned 2 Tuesdays each month and 
will serve from 5:15 to 6:30pm.  For each date we will need servers 
to set up, serve and clean up, and others to drop off prepared food 
and other items. 

June, July and August dates are now available for sign up. 

Please contact us if you have any questions. 
Michele Geraghty 630-334 2007 
michelegeraghty62@gmail.com 

Cindy Jagielo 630-346-7497 
cjagielo@sjpdg.org 

A link to the sign up 
can be found on the 

parish website or using 
this QR code 



 

St. Joseph Parish Community would like  
to recognize and remember in prayer,  

ALL ACTIVE DUTY military personnel serving 
our country here and throughout the world. 

Lt. Julia M. Anderson 
P.O. 1 Emily C. Behrel 
Cpt. Ian Correll 
Sailor Steven Derdzinski 
Matt Dickey 
Teddy Evans  
Lynnea K. Jensen 
Austin Kus, US Navy 

Sheila Perazal Kus, Air Force 
Jack McGuire, US Navy 
Maeve McGuire, US Navy 
S Sgt Ian A. Nogle 
Lt. Bruce Penny 
Pvt Brandon Skenandore 
Vincent Wrobleski 
SPC Abigal Baran, US Army 

To include/remove a name, contact Julie Visher at 
630.964.0216 ext. 1202 or jvisher@sjpdg.org. 

The Next Monthly 
St Peregrine 

Prayer Service 
Thursday, 

July 27 at 7pm 
Please see the St. Joseph Parish 
website for more information 

and future dates. 

Eucharistic 
Adoration 
St. Joseph Church 
Mondays  7:00 to 8:30 pm 
Tuesdays  9:00 am to 12 pm 
 

Stop in the church for a few minutes 
of Adoration or however much time 
you wish to spend with Our Lord. 
He is waiting for you! 
“Blessed are they who do not see and yet believe” 
John 20:29 

Sacrament of Reconciliation 
Saturdays   St. Joseph Church 3:30 – 4:30 pm   

“Blessed are those whose lawless deeds are forgiven, and 
whose sins are covered; blessed is the man against 

whom the Lord will not count his sin.” 

Romans 4:7-8 



Weekly Sunday Goal $24,930 

Sunday June 25 Gifts $12,837 

Year-to-Date Sunday Goal $1,246,500                     

Year-to-Date Gifts $1,173,707                     

Total Short of Goal to Date $72,792              

A Call to Stewardship 
You have not forgotten “to do good and to share, 

for with such sacrifices God is well pleased.” 

Hebrews 13:16 

Introducing Our New Parochial Vicar, 
Fr. John Abulag 
I was born John Ronaldo Gabutan Abulag on March 31, in Talisayan Misamis, Oriental, 
Philippines (My Mom's place). After a month I was baptized at the Church of Our Lady 
of Mount Carmel.  I grew up in Gingoog City, my Dad's place. At home they call me 
John-John. I am named John after my great grandpa and Ronaldo after the famous 
movie actor way back then, Ronaldo Valdez. I have a sweet tooth. I love the colors 
Blue, Red, Green and Black. I love listening to music and I sing a little. I like to watch 
horror movies. I have 5 brothers and 1 sister. But I do have 1 adopted sister (niece of 
my dad) and 1 adopted brother (nephew of Mom). I am already an orphan. My 
Mom died on the first day of my final exams in Theology. My Dad passed away a 
day before I was ordained to the priesthood. I went to public school from 
kindergarten, Elementary and High School. I went to Catholic School during College. 

I finished my Bachelor of Science in Commerce major in Management. After college I worked as a curator in a 
painting gallery. I also taught Christian Living 1 & 2, and Philosophy of Man in the High School Department of 
St. James College of Quezon City. I finished my AB Philosophy at Our Lady of the Angels Franciscan Seminary. As for 
my Theology I finished it at the University of Santo Tomas- Recoletos School of Theology in Manila, Philippines. I met 
the Dominican Missionaries for Deaf Apostolate in the year 2011. I became a perpetually professed brother before 
going to the Diocese of Joliet. I became a Deacon on December 5, 2020 and was ordained to the Priesthood on May 
22, 2021. It was also a good year for me (though my Dad passed that day) because my country, the Philippines, in the 
year 2021 celebrated 500 years of Christianity. Also that day May 22nd was the feast day of my home city 
(Philippines) in honor of Saint Rita of Cascia. That is why I consider her as my ordination saint. I also have several 
favorite saints such as St. Philomena, St. John Maria Vianney, Saint Therese of the Child Jesus, Saint Maximilian 
Maria Kolbe, Saint Mother Teresa of Calcutta, Saint John Paul II, Saint Padre Pio of Pietrelcina, Saint Catherine of 
Siena and Saint Dominic de Guzman.  

I have been a die hard member of the Legion of Mary since High School. Presently, I am the Spiritual Director of the 
Legion of Mary in the Joliet area. I am also the Chaplain of the Deaf Community in the Diocese of Joliet. Since I came 
to Joliet I have never returned to the Philippines. Hopefully next year I will be able to go home to see my brothers and 
sisters and their families, God willing. Now, I am excited to be transferred to St. Joseph. See you all around!!! 

Fr. John  



In Gratitude for Those 
Who Shepherd Our 
Community’s Worship 
 
The Year of Parish Revival for the three-year National Eucharistic 
Revival began on June 11 and will continue through July 17, 2024. 
This second phase is intended to “foster Eucharistic devotion at 
the parish level, strengthening our liturgical life through faithful 
celebration of the Mass, Eucharistic Adoration, missions, 
resources, preaching, and organic movements of the Holy 
Spirit” (from the revival web site). 
 
God has graced Saint Joseph Church with so many people who 
work tirelessly, and who have worked tirelessly even before these 
years of revival, to strengthen our liturgical life through that faithful celebration of the Mass. These parishioners 
generously give their time, talent, and treasure in liturgy, music, and art and environment. As the Director of Liturgy 
and Music, I invite you to offer a prayer of thanksgiving for these parishioners who not only prepare our worship 
throughout the year, but who even more diligently pay close attention for the sacred days of Advent, Christmas, Lent, 
Holy Week, The Sacred Triduum, and Easter. A close look at this past Lent, Holy Week, and Easter brings to mind so 
many aspects of liturgical prayer:   

Palm Sunday’s procession, 

Holy Thursday’s Reception of the Sacred Oils, Washing of the Feet, and Eucharistic Procession, 

Good Friday’s Reading of the Passion and Adoration of the Holy Cross, 

The Easter Vigil’s Blessing of the Fire and Paschal Candle, the Proclamation of the Exsultet and our salvation 
history, the Blessing of Water, the celebrations of Baptism, Confirmation and Eucharist, 

Easter Sunday’s celebration of the Resurrection through the rites of Renewal of Baptismal Promises 
and Holy Communion, 

Pentecost’s celebration of the outpouring of the Holy Spirit. 
  
In addition to our parish priests, deacons, Worship Commission, Extraordinary Ministers of Holy Communion, 
servers, sacristans, lectors, ushers, members of our music ministry comprised of cantors, choir, talented 
instrumentalists, and handbell choir, I ask you to give God thanks in particular for the members of our Art and 
Environment committee, coordinated by Rita Tandaric. Under Rita’s guidance, so much care and attention 
enhances our worship space and devotional areas, without taking away from the primary symbols of the Altar (Table 
of the Eucharist) and the Ambo (Table of the Word). God feeds us each Sunday with his Word and his Son’s Body and 
Blood. 
The Art and Environment team’s holy efforts grace our church space, and honor the liturgy and our sacramental 
celebrations. 

May the ministry of liturgy, music, and visual arts continue to clothe our parish’s celebration of the Eucharist 
in a mantle of prayer. 
  
Bob Valle 
Director of Liturgy and Music 



The Legion of Mary 
is Growing at St. Joseph 

 
We can do more if 

we have more 
members. 

Please visit us any 
Thursday 6 pm 
in the Church 

Basement. 

Call 630 204-5072 
with questions 

St. Joseph Parish is Launching a 
New Service Organization called 
St. Joseph the Worker 
Our mission is to support those members of our parish and community who could 
use a helping hand. 

Some of Our Ideas Include: 
• Providing a meal or meals to those who are ill, have a new addition to the family, 

have lost a loved one, or anyone who needs support. 

• Helping serve food at a funeral luncheon. 

• Doing yard work or snow removal. 

• Visiting someone in a nursing home 

• Providing and/or serving food to the homeless at the community kitchen. 

These are just a few ideas we have as we start this new service 
mission in our St. Joseph Parish.  
Currently we are looking for volunteers to join this mission. You may be asking - What is my commitment to join? 

The structure will be as follows: 
We will ask you to complete a Google Form letting us know what you are comfortable doing to help others. 
When a request comes to us we will then send out an email to everyone who signed up for that particular service. 
You will then respond stating either you can or can not help at this time. We will then reach out to those who said 
yes and provide the details. 

ARE YOU BEING CALLED TO THE MISSION OF PEOPLE 
HELPING PEOPLE? 
Scan the QR code and complete the online form. 
Do you have questions about this new ministry?  
Are there others you would like to invite to this ministry? 
Please contact: stjosephtheworkerdg@gmail.com 
Organizers: Kathy Gaydos, Michele Geraghty and Jackie Provenzale  
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LET’S GROW YOUR BUSINESS 
Place Your Ad Here and Support Our Parish!

 
CONTACT ME Jeff Hansen

 
jhansen@4LPi.com • (800) 950-9952 x2683

4 Ambulance/Police  
4 Family/Friends 
4 GPS & Fall Alert

MDMedAlert!™

At HOME and AWAY!

md-medalert.com

$1995
/mo.

As Low As

800.808.9294CALL  
NOW!

You Need
IF YOU LIVE ALONE

Illinois

CatholicMatch.com/IL

4920 Main Street, Downers Grove
Anthony P. Cappetta
Anthony F. Cappetta
Family Owned & Operated

(630) 852-8000 • westsuburbanfh.com
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• FREE Estimates •

Your Local Fence Company! 
(630) 406-8410 | ParamountFence.com

 
Roll Right PT

Medicare Accepted

Physical Therapy In Your Home! 

630.538.3582   rollrightpt.com 


