


Directory 
St. Joseph Parish Business Center 
4824 Highland  630.964.0216 

St. Joseph School 630.969.4306 
www.stjosephdg.org 
Weekend Masses:  Saturday 8:00 am and 
5:00 pm  Sunday: 7:00 am  9:00 am 11:00 am 
and 5:00 pm 

Weekday Masses: 7:00 am (Monday-Friday)  
Weekday Holy Days: Call for schedule 

Sacrament of Reconciliation: (Confession) 
Saturday: 3:30 - 4:30 pm 

Registration: We are happy to welcome new 
members to our community. Please contact  
Deacon Frank Kozar at 630.964.0216 x1107 

Pastor Rev. Al Heidecke  aheidecke@sjpdg.org 

Parochial Vicar 
Fr. Nestor Lopez   nlopez@sjpdg.org 

Deacons  Frank Kozar and Greg Ouska  

Parish Service Coordinator 
Frank Kozar   fkozar@sjpdg.org 

Business Manager 
Beth Harbauer   bharbauer@sjpdg.org 

Assistant to the Business Manager 
Mary Ann Pattanayak   mpatta@sjpdg.org 

Religious Education Director 
Emmanuella Otiono   eotiono@sjpdg.org 

Youth Ministry & Parish Administrative Assist. 
Cindy Jagielo   cjagielo@sjpdg.org 

Music Director/Liturgist 
Robert Valle   bvalle@sjpdg.org 

Liturgy Assistant 
Chris Tyl ctyl@sjpdg.org 

Parish Council 
Christy Yeo  yeochristy515@gmail.com 

School Principal 
Beth Cunningham  bcunningham@sjsdg.org 

Assistant Principal 
Jessica Ranquist   jranquist@sjsdg.org 

School Office Manager 
Julie Wojciechowski   jwojciechowski@sjsdg.org 

Systems Administrator 
Mike Mazurkiewicz   mmazurkiewicz@sjsdg.org 

Facilities Manager 
Al Kramerich akramerich@sjpdg.org 

St. Vincent de Paul Society 
630-964-0216 x1011 

God’s Call to Us 
(The St. Joseph Parish Mission Statement) 

 

St. Joseph Parish is a community chosen and called by  
God to be sent and directed by the Holy Spirit. 

 

It exists to provide the People of God the pastoral care and  
spiritual nourishment they need to proclaim the good  

news of Christ in their lives and to the world. 

Our Response to God’s Call 
(The St. Joseph Parish Vision Statement) 

 

St. Joseph Parish is a community of God’s People empowered  
by the Holy Spirit to promote God’s reign in the world. 

Nourished by Word and Sacrament, we will grow together in faith, 
hope, and in a passionate love of God and neighbor. 

In our families, we will teach and learn the love of Jesus Christ.  
In our various occupations we will make decisions  

and set priorities in accordance with the values of the Gospel.  
And in the world around us we will stand always for  

justice, compassion and peace. 

Sacraments 
Baptisms:  We celebrate the Sacrament of Baptism every Sunday. 
Parents are required to attend a Baptismal formation meeting. 
Baptisms are scheduled at this meeting. Please call the Parish Center 
for reservations and further information. 
 

Marriages:  Arrangements should be made at least six months in 
advance to provide ample time for preparation of this sacrament. 
Please call the Parish Center for more information. 
 

For Homebound: If you or a member of your family is hospitalized 
or homebound and would like a priest to visit, please notify the Parish 
Center. 
 

Parish Boundaries:  North: Tollway; South: 59th St. East: Prospect 
Avenue and extensions north and south; West: Belmont Avenue 

St. Joseph Catholic Church • 4801 Main Street, Downers Grove 

To Register Your Child at St. Joseph School 
Visit www.stjosephdg.com/admission for registration information. 
Registration accepted throughout the school year. For school tours, 
please call the school office at 630-969-4306. 



A Call to Stewardship 
You have not forgotten “to do good and to share, 

for with such sacrifices God is well pleased.” 
Hebrews 13:16 

 

Saturday, January 27 
  8:00 AM  Jack Himpler and 
        Jim Himpler  
 5:00 PM  Marion Hurley 

Sunday, January 28 
 7:00 AM  The Souls in Purgatory 
 9:00 AM  Richard Guzior (L) and   
        Frank Stava Jr.  
11:00 AM   Elizabeth Grochowski 
 5:00 PM  The People of the Parish 

The 3nd Sunday in Ordinary Time 
January 21, 2024 

He walked along a little farther and saw James, the son of 
Zebedee, and his brother John. They too were in a boat mending 
their nets. Then he called them. So they left their father Zebedee 
in the boat along with the hired men and followed him . 

- Mk 1:19-20 

Sunday, January 21 
 7:00 AM  Father's Spiritual Bouquet 
 9:00 AM  Thomas White and       
        Thomas & Alice Corcoran  
11:00 AM  Thomas White 
 5:00 PM  Shirley Stonich and      
        Richard Guzior (L)  

Mass Schedule and Intentions 

9:00 am Sunday Mass is 
LIVE-STREAMED. 
Visit www.stjosephdg.org 
and click on Livestream. 

Monday, January 22 
 7:00 AM  Susan Hoadley  
Tuesday, January 23 
 7:00 AM  Martha Hammerschmidt (L)  

Wednesday, January 24 
 7:00 AM  Desmond Kimber 

Thursday, January 25 
 7:00 AM  Michael Wencel Sr.    

Friday, January 26 
 7:00 AM  Barbara Lynch 

Chapel is open MON-FRI 9AM-4PM 
Located at 4824 Highland Avenue 

Ring the front bell to be buzzed in and directed to the 
second floor chapel. The chapel is not handicap 

accessible and requires a total of 23 stairs.  

"COME 
TO ME… 
all you who labor 
and are heavy 
laden and I will 
give you rest." 
-Matthew 11:28 

Ever wish the church was open 
during the day for prayer, a quiet 

moment or just a chance to be with 
Jesus? Our Parish Center (formerly 
the convent) has a chapel ready to 

serve our community. 

Weekly Sunday Goal $24,730 

Sunday January 14th Gifts $27,985 

Year-to-Date Sunday Goal $717,170                               

Year-to-Date Gifts $682,407                                         

Total Short of Goal to Date $34,762 

Seniors Invited to Defer Property Taxes 
Qualified senior citizens, aged 65 years and older are invited to 

apply for the Senior Citizen Real Estate Tax Deferral Program. 
The program allows participants to defer property tax payment 

until the property is sold. The deferral is treated as a loan and 
accrues 3% simple interest until paid. To qualify, the applicant’s 

household income cannot exceed $65,000. Additionally, the 
property must be used exclusively for residential purposes. 

The application period closes March 1, 2024. For more 
information, contact the DuPage County Treasurer’s Office at 

630-407-5900 or www.dupageco.org/treasurer 



 

St. Joseph Parish Community would like  
to recognize and remember in prayer,  
ALL ACTIVE DUTY military personnel 

serving our country here and 
throughout the world. 

Lt. Julia M. Anderson 
P.O. 1 Emily C. Behrel 
Cpt. Ian Correll 
Sailor Steven Derdzinski 
Matt Dickey 
Teddy Evans  
Lynnea K. Jensen 
Austin Kus, US Navy 

Sheila Perazal Kus, Air Force 
Jack McGuire, US Navy 
Maeve McGuire, US Navy 
S Sgt Ian A. Nogle 
Lt. Bruce Penny 
Pvt Brandon Skenandore 
Vincent Wrobleski 
SPC Abigal Baran, US Army 

To include/remove a name, contact the Parish Center 

Eucharistic 
Adoration 
St. Joseph Church 
Mondays 
7:00 to 8:30 pm 
Tuesdays 
9:00 am to 12 pm 
 

Stop in the church for a few 
minutes of Adoration or 
however much time you wish 
to spend with Our Lord. 
He is waiting for you! 
“Blessed are they who do not see 
and yet believe”  -John 20:29 

Sacrament of Reconciliation 
Saturdays St. Joseph Church 

3:30 – 4:30 pm 

The Next Monthly 
St. Peregrine Prayer Service 
Thursday, January 18,  7 pm 
Please see the St. Joseph Parish website for 
more information and future dates. 





 January 25    7pm - 8:15pm 
Encounter Jesus with “The Running Nun” 
Sister Stephanie is originally from Rockford, IL. Sister started running when she 
was 9 years old and quickly found out she was a gifted runner. She won 18 conference 
championships in high school and was recruited to run for University of Illinois and  
was also valedictorian of her high school class. 

At U of I, she was very successful. She was the 6th fastest freshman in the US as well as 
part of the 8th best team in Division 1. Everything was going great- on the surface. However, she really was beginning to 
understand that her life couldn’t be completely defined by running. Something was missing. 

As God always does, He reveals Himself to us in mysterious ways. Sister’s original encounter with God was through an 
injury and subsequent calling of relationship with Him. Her sophomore year in college in track her foot spontaneously 
fractured. In approximately 15 minutes she went from being in the best shape of her life to on crutches in a boot. 

This became much more than an injury- it was a call for her to re-evaluate what her life was all about. Sister realized that 
she wasn’t happy and that she didn’t really have an actual meaning to her life. She started to think about people that she 
knew that were happy and she remembered the people that she saw at Mass. They were really happy. So, she decided to 
go spend more time with them. 

These new friends invited her on a retreat. On this retreat she had a very powerful experience at Eucharistic Adoration, 
where people pray in front of the Eucharist, which Catholics believe is the actual body and blood of Jesus. She knew that 
Jesus was really there and that He was calling her to be His. 
She didn’t know exactly what this meant at first. Eventually after learning how to pray, going to Mass more, and reading 
scripture she realized that God was calling her to be a sister- someone completely dedicated to Him and His Church. 
She discerned to join a new community called the Franciscans of the Eucharist of Chicago in West Humboldt Park. Her 
community works at a place called Mission of Our Lady of the Angels. The Mission is a miracle. It shouldn’t exist. Through 
the direction of Bishop Bob Lombardo and the grace of God, the campus of the former Our Lady of the Angels parish has 
gone from ruins to a beautiful sanctuary in the midst of arguably the most violent, poor, and drug infested neighborhood 
in the City of Chicago. 

The sisters pray and work in West Humboldt Park and feed about 4,400 families a month as well as provide household 
goods to that same group. They also have afterschool and evening programs for 100s of at-risk youth. They provide a 
safe haven for senior citizens who are raising their grandchildren or great grandchildren. They also allow families to 
come together to pray together and eat together to help build up their community that has been so broken by violence 
and poverty. 

Confessions Available 
Fellowship in the Narthex after 

Encounter Jesus Night 





Groups for Men, Women and Mixed Groups 
of Men and Women Available 
Meetings are 7:30pm Sunday in-person 
or Thursday over Zoom 

BE FORMED  at St. Joseph Parish 

To Register scan the QR Code above 
or go to https://stjosephdg.org/beformed 

Questions? 
Please contact 

Michele Geragh
(michelegeraghty62@gmail.com) 

or Patrick Harbauer 
(patrickharbauer@gmail.com) 



As of January 9, St. Joseph’s has raised $129,960 from 175 donors through our 
Running on a Prayer Campaign to ensure we can enjoy reliable, energy-efficient 
comfort for many years into the future! 

With donations ranging from $15 to $20,000, I am most grateful for each and every 
gift received. Thanks to you we have already reached 40% of our $320,000 goal. 

If you are still considering a gift, please know that any size donation will help us 
achieve 100% of our goal! 

Sincerely in Christ, 
Fr. Al 

Please note that the dollar amount shown 
in the January 7th bulletin was incorrectly 
reported. We apologize for the error. 
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4920 Main Street, Downers Grove

Anthony P. Cappetta
Anthony F. Cappetta

Family Owned & Operated

(630) 852-8000
westsuburbanfh.com

We Take Service Personally

Contact us today for a customized, reliable
waste management, recycling, or dumpster quote.

630-261-0400

General Dentistry
For the Entire Family
New Patients Welcome

Emergencies Seen Promptly
Weekends & Evenings

Available
5133 Washington St.

Downers Grove

630-964-7852

John G. Marchese
D.D.S., Ltd.

• �LeafGuard®  
is guaranteed never 
to clog or we’ll clean it 
for FREE*

• �Seamless, one-piece system keeps out leaves, 
pine needles, and debris

• �Eliminates the risk of falling off a ladder to clean 
clogged gutters

• �Durable, all-weather tested system not a flimsy 
attachment

Call today for your FREE estimate and in-home demonstration

CALL NOW 708-462-6373 Get it. And forget it.®

*Guaranteed not to clog for
as long as you own your home,
or we’ll clean your gutters for free.

Say Good-bye to Clogged Gutters!

$99
Installation*

*Does not include cost of material. Expires 10/31/22.

Receive a $100 Visa gift card with
your FREE in-home estimate

*All participants who attend an estimated 60-90-minute in-home product consultation will 
receive a $100 Visa gift card. Retail value is $100. Offer sponsored by LeafGuard Holdings 
Inc. Limit one per household. Company procures, sells, and installs seamless gutter 
protection. This offer is valid for homeowners over 18 years of age. If married or involved 
with a life partner, both cohabitating persons must attend and complete presentation 
together. Participants must have a photo ID and be legally able to enter into a contract. 
The following persons are not eligible for this offer: employees of Company or affiliated 
companies or entities, their immediate family members, previous participants in a Company 
in-home consultation within the past 12 months and all current and former Company 
customers. Gift may not be extended, transferred, or substituted except that Company may 
substitute a gift of equal or greater value if it deems it necessary. Gift card will be mailed to 
the participant via first class United States Mail within 10 days of receipt of the promotion 
form. Not valid in conjunction with any other promotion or discount of any kind. Offer not 
sponsored and is subject to change without notice prior to reservation. Offer not available 
in the states of CA, IN, PA and MI. Expires 10/31/22.

Ed the Plumber
Ed the Carpenter
630.663.1444
Best Work • Best Rates

PARISHIONER DISCOUNT

Illinois

CatholicMatch.com/IL
• FREE Estimates •

Your Local Fence Company! 
(630) 406-8410 | ParamountFence.com

BeardAUTO REPAIR, INC.
Downers Grove

- Family Owned -

Complete Domestic & Import Service
General Maintenance to Engine Replacements..

We do it All!
630 964-5544 • www.beardautorepair.com

1736 Ogden Avenue, Downers Grove

HOFCleanersCleaners
Professional Dry Cleaning

- Since 1928 -

Tailoring • Alterations
(630) 322-9404

5153 Main Street, Downers Grove

“Serving Downers Grove
for 50 years”

(630) 968-6333
748 Ogden Ave, Downers Grove

www.louisformen.com

BREAKFAST
LUNCH • DINNER
Open 7pm-9pm Daily

1300 Ogden Ave.
Downers Grove

630.963.0300Restaurant &
Pancake House

www.omegapancakehouse.com

 

IF YOU LIVE ALONE
MDMedAlert!™

4 Ambulance 4 Police/Fire 
4 Family/Friends 4 GPS & Fall Alert

800.808.9294CALL NOW!

$1995
/mo.

As Low As

md-medalert.com
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Medicare Accepted
Physical Therapy In Your Home! 
630.538.3582         rollrightpt.com 

 
  

 

LIFE & FINANCIAL SERVICES

 
 

Tom & Mary Walsh, Parishioners
630.737.0300   twgroupinc.com

We help you prepare  
for your future with 

 the Right Plan.

Quality Work - Reasonable Prices

DEMMIS
PLUMBING
& SEWER

Ask for a
PARISHIONER

DISCOUNT

Lic# 055-044826

EMERGENCY SERVICE

630.991.3641
www.demmisplumbing.com

• DOOR HARDWARE
SALES & SERVICE

• AUTOMATIC DOOR
OPERATORS

• ELECTRONIC LOCKING
HARDWARE

www.suburbanlock.com

LIC# 192.000141

(630) 968-4727
415 W Ogden Ave, Westmont 

Dr. Stephen T. Jagielo

Oral & Maxillofacial Surgery
Gen. Anethesia - Sedation

Extractions & Wisdom Teeth
Dental Implants

Jaw Surgery • Oral Injuries
Biopsies

(630) 969-4441
4913 Main Street

Serving Your
Real Estate Needs
Molly Gaudette,

Parishioner and SJS Mom

630.310.9203

Straight Forward People • Straight Forward Pricing
Family Owned Business

Saint Joseph School Family - GO CRUSADERS! 

Saint Joseph Parishioners

4343 Main Street | Downers Grove, IL 60515
(630) 968-1000

PLANT HEALTH CARE, INC.
630-755-4283 OR 630-865-3801

Pest / Disease Control� JUSTFORTREES@GMAIL.COM

Tree trimming - Pruning � WWW.JUSTFORTREES.COM

Tree Removals� ISA Certified Arborist

Stump Grinding� Fully Bonded and Insured

Over 15 Years Serving Our Community

CLARENDON HILLS
CEMETERY

Large Catholic Area
Above Ground Burial Also

6900 S. Cass Avenue
Darien� (630) 968-6590

www.americraft1.com

PARISHIONERS

Greg Cutler
630-415-9605

Kitchens • Baths • Basements • Additions

LICENSED & INSURED

McGINTY LAW OFFICES, P.C.
General Practice Including

Corporate Law • Estate Planning • Traffic • Labor • Transportation
630-743-9907 | 5202 Washington, Downers Grove 

Rory McGinty & Tim McGinty, Parishioners

LET’S GROW YOUR BUSINESS 
Place Your Ad Here  

and Support Our Parish!
 

CONTACT ME  
Jeff Hansen

 
jhansen@4LPi.com 

(800) 950-9952 x2683

Tues-Sat 10am - 6pm
Sunday 10am -4pm

630 442-0229
4952 Main St • Downers Grove
www.leffelmanmeatcenter.com

Serving Breakfast & Lunch

630 515-9000
1224 Ogden Avenue, Downers Grove

www.baked-apple.com

Benote H Wimp Jr, Agent
(331) 777-2957
www.benotewimp.com
6900 Main St, Ste 54
Downers Grove, IL 60516

Financial Services
Parishioner


