


Directory 
St. Joseph Parish Business Center 
4824 Highland  630.964.0216 

St. Joseph School 630.969.4306 
www.stjosephdg.org 

Weekend Masses:  Saturday 8:00 am and 
5:00 pm  Sunday: 7:00 am  9:00 am 11:00 am 
and 5:00 pm 

Weekday Masses: 7:00 am (Monday-Friday)  
Weekday Holy Days: Call for schedule 

Sacrament of Reconciliation: (Confession) 
Saturday: 3:30 - 4:30 pm 

Registration: We are happy to welcome new 
members to our community. Please contact  
Deacon Frank Kozar at 630.964.0216 x1107 

Pastor Rev. Al Heidecke  aheidecke@sjpdg.org 

Parochial Vicar 
Fr. Nestor Lopez   nlopez@sjpdg.org 

Deacons  Frank Kozar and Greg Ouska  

Parish Service Coordinator 
Frank Kozar   fkozar@sjpdg.org 

Business Manager 
Beth Harbauer   bharbauer@sjpdg.org 

Assistant to the Business Manager 
Mary Ann Pattanayak   mpatta@sjpdg.org 

Religious Education Director 
Emmanuella Otiono   eotiono@sjpdg.org 

Youth Ministry & Parish Administrative Assist. 
Cindy Jagielo   cjagielo@sjpdg.org 

Music Director/Liturgist 
Robert Valle   bvalle@sjpdg.org 

Liturgy Assistant 
Chris Tyl ctyl@sjpdg.org 

Parish Council 
Christy Yeo  yeochristy515@gmail.com 

School Principal 
Beth Cunningham  bcunningham@sjsdg.org 

Assistant Principal 
Jessica Ranquist   jranquist@sjsdg.org 

School Office Manager 
Julie Wojciechowski   jwojciechowski@sjsdg.org 

Systems Administrator 
Mike Mazurkiewicz   mmazurkiewicz@sjsdg.org 

Facilities Manager 
Al Kramerich akramerich@sjpdg.org 

St. Vincent de Paul Society 
630-964-0216 x1011 

God’s Call to Us 
(The St. Joseph Parish Mission Statement) 

 

St. Joseph Parish is a community chosen and called by  
God to be sent and directed by the Holy Spirit. 

 

It exists to provide the People of God the pastoral care and  
spiritual nourishment they need to proclaim the good  

news of Christ in their lives and to the world. 

Our Response to God’s Call 
(The St. Joseph Parish Vision Statement) 

 

St. Joseph Parish is a community of God’s People empowered  
by the Holy Spirit to promote God’s reign in the world. 

Nourished by Word and Sacrament, we will grow together in 
faith, hope, and in a passionate love of God and neighbor. 

In our families, we will teach and learn the love of Jesus Christ.  
In our various occupations we will make decisions  

and set priorities in accordance with the values of the Gospel.  
And in the world around us we will stand always for  

justice, compassion and peace. 

Sacraments 
Baptisms:  We celebrate the Sacrament of Baptism every Sunday. 
Parents are required to attend a Baptismal formation meeting. 
Baptisms are scheduled at this meeting. Please call the Parish Center 
for reservations and further information. 
 

Marriages:  Arrangements should be made at least six months in 
advance to provide ample time for preparation of this sacrament. 
Please call the Parish Center for more information. 
 

For Homebound: If you or a member of your family is hospitalized 
or homebound and would like a priest to visit, please notify the Parish 
Center. 
 

Parish Boundaries:  North: Tollway; South: 59th St. East: Prospect 
Avenue and extensions north and south; West: Belmont Avenue 

St. Joseph Catholic Church • 4801 Main Street, Downers Grove 

To Register Your Child at St. Joseph School 
Visit www.stjosephdg.com/admission for registration information. 
Registration accepted throughout the school year. For school tours, 
please call the school office at 630-969-4306. 



A Call to Stewardship 
You have not forgotten “to do good and to share, 

for with such sacrifices God is well pleased.” 
Hebrews 13:16 

 

Saturday, February 24 
  8:00 AM  Baby Joseph Intrieri 
        and Deacon Daniel Troy   
 5:00 PM  Marie Ritzert 

Sunday, February 25 
 7:00 AM  Jane & Frank Reher 
 9:00 AM  John Rheintgen and 
        The People of the Parish   
11:00 AM  Deacon James LaLonde 
 5:00 PM  Justin Mack 

The 1st Sunday of Lent 
February 18, 2024 

After John had been arrested, Jesus came to Galilee proclaiming 
the gospel of God: “This is the time of fulfillment. The kingdom 
of God is at hand. Repent, and believe in the gospel.” 

- Mk 1:14-15 

Sunday, February 18 
 7:00 AM  The People of the Parish 
 9:00 AM  Maria Becker and 
        Father's Spiritual      
        Bouquet  
11:00 AM  John Rheintgen 
 5:00 PM  Maria Fisher 

Mass Schedule and Intentions 

9:00 am Sunday Mass is 
LIVE-STREAMED. 
Visit www.stjosephdg.org 
and click on Livestream. 

Monday, February 19 
 7:00 AM  The Souls in Purgatory 
Tuesday, February 20 
 7:00 AM  Reeda Victor  

Wednesday, February 21 
 7:00 AM  London Lotarski and     
        Michael Wencel Sr.  

Thursday, February 22 
 7:00 AM  Barbara A Bruggemeyer 

Friday, February 23 
 7:00 AM  Jim Stern 
 7:00 PM  Stations of the Cross 

Weekly Sunday Goal $24,730 

Sunday February 11th Gifts $14,891 

Year-to-Date Sunday Goal $816,090                               

Year-to-Date Gifts $791,559                                         

Total Short of Goal to Date $24,530 

Chapel is open MON-FRI 9AM-4PM 
Located at 4824 Highland Avenue 

Ring the front bell to be buzzed in and directed to the 
second floor chapel. The chapel is not handicap 

accessible and requires a total of 23 stairs.  

"COME 
TO ME… 
all you who labor 
and are heavy 
laden and I will 
give you rest." 
-Matthew 11:28 

Ever wish the church was open 
during the day for prayer, a quiet 

moment or just a chance to be with 
Jesus? Our Parish Center (formerly 
the convent) has a chapel ready to 

serve our community. 



 

St. Joseph Parish Community would like  
to recognize and remember in prayer,  
ALL ACTIVE DUTY military personnel 

serving our country here and 
throughout the world. 

Lt. Julia M. Anderson 
P.O. 1 Emily C. Behrel 
Cpt. Ian Correll 
Sailor Steven Derdzinski 
Matt Dickey 
Teddy Evans  
Lynnea K. Jensen 
Austin Kus, US Navy 

Sheila Perazal Kus, Air Force 
Jack McGuire, US Navy 
Maeve McGuire, US Navy 
S Sgt Ian A. Nogle 
Lt. Bruce Penny 
Pvt Brandon Skenandore 
Vincent Wrobleski 
SPC Abigal Baran, US Army 

To include/remove a name, contact the Parish Center 

Eucharistic 
Adoration 
St. Joseph Church 
Mondays 
7:00 to 8:30 pm 
Tuesdays 
9:00 am to 12 pm 
 

Stop in the church for a few 
minutes of Adoration or 
however much time you wish 
to spend with Our Lord. 
He is waiting for you! 
“Blessed are they who do not see 
and yet believe”  -John 20:29 

Sacrament of Reconciliation 
Saturdays St. Joseph Church 

3:30 – 4:30 pm 

The Next Monthly 
St. Peregrine Prayer Service 
Thursday, February 22,  7 pm 
Please see the St. Joseph Parish website for 
more information and future dates. 



Lent - Holy Week - Triduum - Easter Sunday 2024 
St. Joseph Church — Downers Grove 

“Peace I leave with you; my peace I give to you. Not 
as the world gives do I give it to you.” (John 14: 27) 

Little by little, this intentional community of 
prayer grows, and your presence can help it to 
flourish! Bring your families, your children, and 

anyone who may need to share in a time of 
prayer, song, and silence that opens us up to 

the spirit of Christ’s peace and unity. 

For more information about this prayer or to 
be added to an email reminder list, please 
contact me, Bob Valle at bvalle@sjpdg.org 

or 630-964-0216. 
Together, may we grow “in the peace of God 

that surpasses all understanding” 
(Philippians 4:7). 

Prayer in the Spirit of 
the Taizé Community 

at Saint Joseph Church 
Sundays:  February 18, March 17, 

April 21, May 19   7:00 p.m. 

St. Vincent de Paul 2024 
Food Pantry Plus Sunday 
Collections for Lent 
1st Sunday of Lent, February 18 - Pantry 
Needs: Bottles of Juice, Juice Boxes, Tea Bags, Hot 
Chocolate, Gatorade 

2nd Sunday of Lent, February 25 - Pantry 
Needs: Candy Bars, Nuts, Boxes of Raisins, Boxes of 
Jello/Pudding 

3rd Sunday of Lent, March 3 - Pantry 
Needs: Ketchup, Mustard, Mayo, Salad Dressing, BBQ 
Sauce 

4th Sunday of Lent, March 10 - Pantry Needs: 
Cans of chicken broth, cream of mushroom soup, pork 
and beans, canned chicken, 
canned beef stew 

5th Sunday of Lent,  March 
17 - Pantry Needs: Tomato 
paste, stewed tomato, 
creamed corn, bags of black 
beans, brown rice 

Stations of the Cross (Fridays)  
February 16, March 1,8,15,22,29 (Good Friday) 7:00 p.m. 

Prayer in the Spirit of Taize 
Sunday, February 18, 7:00 p.m. 

Sunday, March 17, 7:00 p.m. 

Encounter Jesus Holy Hour and Stations 
Friday, February 23 6:00 p.m. Simple Soup Supper 

followed by Holy Hour at 7:00 p.m. 

Solemnity of Saint Joseph  (March 19) 
Masses, 7:00 a.m. and 5:00 p.m. 

Details forthcoming regarding the St. Joseph Table. 

Sacrament of Reconciliation 
Individual Confessions, Saturdays, 3:30 p.m. - 4:30 p.m. 

Parish Reconciliation Service, 
Wednesday, March 20, 7:00 p.m. 

Individual Confessions, Tuesday, March 26, 
4:00 p.m. – 6:00 p.m. and 7:00 p.m. - 9:00 p.m. 

Palm Sunday of the Passion of the Lord 
Saturday, March 23, 5:00 p.m. 

Sunday, March 24, 7:00, 9:00, 11:00 a.m., 5:00 p.m. 

Holy Thursday (March 28) 
7:00 a.m., Morning Prayer 

7:30 p.m., Evening Mass of the Lord’s Supper 
Time of prayer (vigil-keeping) before the Blessed 

Sacrament in the chapel following Mass. 
10:45 p.m., Night Prayer 

Good Friday (March 29) 
9:00 a.m., Morning Prayer 

3:00 p.m., Celebration of the Lord’s Passion 
7:00 p.m., Stations of the Cross 

Holy Saturday (March 30) 
9:00 a.m., Morning Prayer 

1:00 p.m., Blessing of the Easter Food 
8:00 p.m., Easter Vigil 
No 5:00 p.m. Mass 

Easter Sunday (March 31) 
 7:00 am. 

 9:00 a.m. and 11:00 a.m. 
(Church & Overflow Mass in School Gym) 

No 5:00 p.m. Mass 



Do You Want to 
Fast This Lent? 
In the Words of Pope Francis 

Fast from hurting words and 
say kind words. 

Fast from sadness and be filled with gratitude. 

Fast from anger and be filled with patience. 

Fast from pessimism and be filled with hope. 

Fast from worries and have trust in God. 

Fast from complaints and contemplate simplicity. 

Fast from pressures and be prayerful. 

Fast from bitterness and fill your hearts with joy. 

Fast from selfishness and be compassionate to others. 

Fast from grudges and be reconciled. 

Fast from words and be silent so you can listen. 







 February 23   6 pm - 8:15 pm 
6 – 7 pm  Simple Soup Supper 
7 — 8:15 pm  Speaker, Stations & Adoration 
Emmanuella Otiono, an accomplished education leader and founder of Centro Escolar Educational, 
brings 22 years of successful management of an all-inclusive K-6 school. Proficient in educational 
leadership, curriculum development, staff management, and public relations, she fosters a collaborative and 
student-centered environment. 

As a former school administrator, Emmanuella crafted engaging lessons using innovative approaches and 
multimedia tools to meet diverse learner needs. In her role as a Religious Education Teacher, she designed 
and delivered captivating lessons, incorporating varied strategies for different learning styles. Emmanuella 
collaborated on cross-curricular initiatives, integrating religious principles for a holistic learning experience. 

Her commitment to spiritual and moral development is evident in her mentorship, instilling values of 
compassion, empathy, and critical thinking. In Lagos, Nigeria, she formed a youth group in her home parish 
to foster a close relationship with Jesus among the teens.  

Emmanuella is a member of various academic and religious associations, including the Evangelism 
Commission of the Archdiocese of Lagos, where she contributed to the drafting and publication of an 
evangelization blueprint. 

Emmanuella holds an MSc. in Education, an MBA, a P.G.D in Public Relations, and a B.A in Christian Religious 
Studies. Currently, she serves as the Director of Religious Education at St. Joseph Parish, Downers Grove. 
Married with eight children, she continues to make significant contributions to both education and 
spirituality. 

Confessions Available 

Fellowship in the Narthex after 

Encounter Jesus Night 



SJS celebrated Catholic Schools Weeks with a special Mass, a visit from the Mayor of Downers Grove, a volleyball 
tournament and many other fun activities that show what makes Catholic schools so great. Thank you to all the parent 
volunteers that helped to make the week so special for the students and staff. 

St. Joseph School News 
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4920 Main Street, Downers Grove

Anthony P. Cappetta
Anthony F. Cappetta

Family Owned & Operated

(630) 852-8000
westsuburbanfh.com

We Take Service Personally

Contact us today for a customized, reliable
waste management, recycling, or dumpster quote.

630-261-0400

General Dentistry
For the Entire Family
New Patients Welcome

Emergencies Seen Promptly
Weekends & Evenings

Available
5133 Washington St.

Downers Grove

630-964-7852

John G. Marchese
D.D.S., Ltd.

• �LeafGuard®  
is guaranteed never 
to clog or we’ll clean it 
for FREE*

• �Seamless, one-piece system keeps out leaves, 
pine needles, and debris

• �Eliminates the risk of falling off a ladder to clean 
clogged gutters

• �Durable, all-weather tested system not a flimsy 
attachment

Call today for your FREE estimate and in-home demonstration

CALL NOW 708-462-6373 Get it. And forget it.®

*Guaranteed not to clog for
as long as you own your home,
or we’ll clean your gutters for free.

Say Good-bye to Clogged Gutters!

$99
Installation*

*Does not include cost of material. Expires 10/31/22.

Receive a $100 Visa gift card with
your FREE in-home estimate

*All participants who attend an estimated 60-90-minute in-home product consultation will 
receive a $100 Visa gift card. Retail value is $100. Offer sponsored by LeafGuard Holdings 
Inc. Limit one per household. Company procures, sells, and installs seamless gutter 
protection. This offer is valid for homeowners over 18 years of age. If married or involved 
with a life partner, both cohabitating persons must attend and complete presentation 
together. Participants must have a photo ID and be legally able to enter into a contract. 
The following persons are not eligible for this offer: employees of Company or affiliated 
companies or entities, their immediate family members, previous participants in a Company 
in-home consultation within the past 12 months and all current and former Company 
customers. Gift may not be extended, transferred, or substituted except that Company may 
substitute a gift of equal or greater value if it deems it necessary. Gift card will be mailed to 
the participant via first class United States Mail within 10 days of receipt of the promotion 
form. Not valid in conjunction with any other promotion or discount of any kind. Offer not 
sponsored and is subject to change without notice prior to reservation. Offer not available 
in the states of CA, IN, PA and MI. Expires 10/31/22.

Ed the Plumber
Ed the Carpenter
630.663.1444
Best Work • Best Rates

PARISHIONER DISCOUNT

Illinois

CatholicMatch.com/IL
• FREE Estimates •

Your Local Fence Company! 
(630) 406-8410 | ParamountFence.com

BeardAUTO REPAIR, INC.
Downers Grove

- Family Owned -

Complete Domestic & Import Service
General Maintenance to Engine Replacements..

We do it All!
630 964-5544 • www.beardautorepair.com

1736 Ogden Avenue, Downers Grove

HOFCleanersCleaners
Professional Dry Cleaning

- Since 1928 -

Tailoring • Alterations
(630) 322-9404

5153 Main Street, Downers Grove

“Serving Downers Grove
for 50 years”

(630) 968-6333
748 Ogden Ave, Downers Grove

www.louisformen.com

BREAKFAST
LUNCH • DINNER
Open 7pm-9pm Daily

1300 Ogden Ave.
Downers Grove

630.963.0300Restaurant &
Pancake House

www.omegapancakehouse.com

 

IF YOU LIVE ALONE
MDMedAlert!™

4 Ambulance 4 Police/Fire 
4 Family/Friends 4 GPS & Fall Alert

800.808.9294CALL NOW!

$1995
/mo.

As Low As

md-medalert.com
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Medicare Accepted
Physical Therapy In Your Home! 
630.538.3582         rollrightpt.com 

 
  

 

LIFE & FINANCIAL SERVICES

 
 

Tom & Mary Walsh, Parishioners
630.737.0300   twgroupinc.com

We help you prepare  
for your future with 

 the Right Plan.

Quality Work - Reasonable Prices

DEMMIS
PLUMBING
& SEWER

Ask for a
PARISHIONER

DISCOUNT

Lic# 055-044826

EMERGENCY SERVICE

630.991.3641
www.demmisplumbing.com

• DOOR HARDWARE
SALES & SERVICE

• AUTOMATIC DOOR
OPERATORS

• ELECTRONIC LOCKING
HARDWARE

www.suburbanlock.com

LIC# 192.000141

(630) 968-4727
415 W Ogden Ave, Westmont 

Dr. Stephen T. Jagielo

Oral & Maxillofacial Surgery
Gen. Anethesia - Sedation

Extractions & Wisdom Teeth
Dental Implants

Jaw Surgery • Oral Injuries
Biopsies

(630) 969-4441
4913 Main Street

Serving Your
Real Estate Needs
Molly Gaudette,

Parishioner and SJS Mom

630.310.9203

Straight Forward People • Straight Forward Pricing
Family Owned Business

Saint Joseph School Family - GO CRUSADERS! 

Saint Joseph Parishioners

4343 Main Street | Downers Grove, IL 60515
(630) 968-1000

PLANT HEALTH CARE, INC.
630-755-4283 OR 630-865-3801

Pest / Disease Control� JUSTFORTREES@GMAIL.COM

Tree trimming - Pruning � WWW.JUSTFORTREES.COM

Tree Removals� ISA Certified Arborist

Stump Grinding� Fully Bonded and Insured

Over 15 Years Serving Our Community

CLARENDON HILLS
CEMETERY

Large Catholic Area
Above Ground Burial Also

6900 S. Cass Avenue
Darien� (630) 968-6590

www.americraft1.com

PARISHIONERS

Greg Cutler
630-415-9605

Kitchens • Baths • Basements • Additions

LICENSED & INSURED

McGINTY LAW OFFICES, P.C.
General Practice Including

Corporate Law • Estate Planning • Traffic • Labor • Transportation
630-743-9907 | 5202 Washington, Downers Grove 

Rory McGinty & Tim McGinty, Parishioners

LET’S GROW YOUR BUSINESS 
Place Your Ad Here  

and Support Our Parish!
 

CONTACT ME  
Jeff Hansen

 
jhansen@4LPi.com 

(800) 950-9952 x2683

Tues-Sat 10am - 6pm
Sunday 10am -4pm

630 442-0229
4952 Main St • Downers Grove
www.leffelmanmeatcenter.com

Serving Breakfast & Lunch

630 515-9000
1224 Ogden Avenue, Downers Grove

www.baked-apple.com

Benote H Wimp Jr, Agent
(331) 777-2957
www.benotewimp.com
6900 Main St, Ste 54
Downers Grove, IL 60516

Financial Services
Parishioner


