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Because there is much money to be made, the commercialization of the Christmas holiday has begun 
earlier and earlier in the calendar year just over the course of my lifetime.  I grew up in Bethlehem, the 
Christmas City, and even there we only had to endure constant, vacuous Christmas jingles starting after 
Thanksgiving.  Black Friday, the day in the year retailers finally go into the black financially for the year, 
really was the start of Christmas shopping.  Certainly, no retailer was open Thanksgiving day, but the 
profit motive now means that the poor have to work even that day, too. 

This year, though, we’ve seen a change I don’t think anyone anticipated.  Where we typically see 
massive numbers of shoppers, we are now seeing massive numbers of thieves.  A number of incidents 
across the country, but mostly in California, have seen organized groups anywhere from three to eighty 
people rush into stores and simply take thousands of dollars’ worth of merchandise before fleeing the 
scene of the crime.  The American penchant for Christmas shopping has now morphed into the Christmas 
stealing season. 

The problem with the acquisition of large amounts of stuff, however it is acquired, is made clear in 
today’s Gospel.  Jesus indicates how we are to prepare for His return in glory, when He shall come to 
judge the living and the dead.  He warns that we must take heed to ourselves, lest our hearts be weighed 
down by the cares of this life.  What He’s talking about is the virtue of detachment, which every Christian 
must practice, if he hopes to gain eternal life.  Detachment is the will to be unattached to the things of this 
world, which are passing away and cannot lead us to eternal happiness.  So, for example, we all recognize 
that the shopping sprees in which we engage each November and December will not gain us heaven, so 
we ought to pay greater heed to those permanent things that will endure unto eternity.  Thus, we should 
care for our souls, our friendships, our relationship with Jesus, and the general building up of our 
treasures in heaven more than we care for our treasures on earth. 

Detachment does not mean that we don’t care for or care about the things of this world that we own.  
Obviously, every gift from God, whether temporal or eternal, must be cherished with the utmost care.  
Detachment simply recognizes that God’s love for our souls, exemplified in His coming among us as a 
man, is a far more valuable gift than even the sacred objects we use to help us worship Him.  Caring for 
those things, or acquiring those things, cannot be more important to us than caring for the souls Jesus 
came to earth to save. 

Detachment means what St. Paul says in our Epistle today, that we “…increase and abound in love to 
one another and to all men …so that he may establish [our] hearts unblamable in in holiness before our 
God and Father, at the coming of our Lord Jesus with all his saints.”  Our lives, and our goods, are meant 



to be given away, so the entire orientation of acquisition that secular culture tends to foster has to be 
intentionally rejected.  St. Paul explains here that there is no substitute for holiness, which is the standard 
by which we will be judged.  Indeed, whether we are holy will determine if, as Jesus says, we will be able 
at the last day “…to stand before the Son of man.” 

The first way we care for our souls is by going to confession in order that our sins may be forgiven 
and we may once again make our robes white in the blood of the Lamb.  Beyond that, however, our hearts 
will be made ready to meet Jesus face to face if the gifts we give and receive in honor of God’s gift to us 
actually comport with the faith we profess.  For Christians it has never been about quantity but quality, so 
gifts that help us prepare for our Lord’s second coming are ideal, even if we don’t entirely exclude 
utilitarian considerations, like giving underwear and socks.  What must never be given as a gift is 
something that will draw us away from our Lord or encourage attachment to the things of this world.  Just 
as group theft conspiracies are hardly a way for people to prepare for Christmas, neither is something that 
encourages licentiousness or extravagance a real gift. 

What is true for every feast is true for Christmas, even if we do spend considerably more time 
preparing for Christmas than we do other feasts.  The celebration is supposed to be a prefiguration of the 
eternal marriage feast in heaven, characterized by worship, rest, and fellowship with those in communion 
with Him who is love.  Naturally, dissipation and drunkenness are excluded:  we give no quarter to sin.  
But our focus must be the self-oblation Jesus first offered for us.  If our gifts reflect this reality, we can be 
sure we’re practicing detachment in order that we are blameless on the Last Day. 


