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In our lesson from the Acts of the Apostles tonight, we hear St. Paul give to the people of Antioch a 
history lesson.  Interestingly, it only includes three events, each of which is separated from the others by 
hundreds of years.  He mentions the exodus of the Jewish people from Egypt in 1500 BC, the reign of 
King David in about 1000 BC, and then at last the coming of our Savior, Jesus Christ. 

If we were to articulate a similar history of the Church after Jesus founded it in AD 30, to continue St. 
Paul’s thrust and method, we would mention the conversion of the peoples of the Roman Empire, then six 
hundred years later the conversion of the Slavs, and finally the conversion six hundred years after that of 
the peoples of the far East and of North and South America.  A history like this is not nearly adequate, but 
it does explain how Christianity covers the globe, unlike every other faith on the face of the earth. 

A similar brief history could be given to explain the Church’s challenges down through the centuries.  
We would begin with the Arian heresy, which convulsed the Church around the year AD 400; then the 
threat of Islam, against which the Crusades were launched around AD 1100; and we would conclude with 
the Protestant Revolution around AD 1500, whose duration continues to scandalize and impede faith in 
those who don’t yet know Jesus. 

What we note in each of these trials is the denial, to one degree or another, of the very mystery we 
celebrate tonight, that in Jesus Christ God became man in the flesh and was in fact born of the Blessed 
Virgin Mary.  The Arians posited that Jesus was the greatest of all men, but nevertheless just a man.  The 
Muslims hold that Mary, the Mother of Jesus, is the greatest of all women, but her Son is merely one of 
the prophets and certainly not divine.  The Protestants uphold the Divinity of Christ but are agnostic about 
where with certainty His presence can still physically be found.  In contrast, the Catholic Church teaches 
that Christmas is the beginning of the Incarnation, the beginning of God amongst us in the flesh; and 
Jesus to this day can be found in the flesh in the Catholic Church.  Where the Manger once held Jesus in 
the flesh, the tabernacle in every Catholic Church across the globe still does. 

This reality, that Jesus is yet among us and strengthens us with heavenly food and drink, has enabled 
the Church to face down her ancient adversary time and again.  All kinds of institutions and bodies have 
much to say about Jesus.  But people are drawn to the Church more than all those others because Jesus 
isn’t just talked about here:  He is here; and people desire to be in the presence of Him who made them, 
redeemed them, and loves them still.  The Catholic Church has withstood every assault against her divine 
integrity precisely because her divine Founder is forever physically present with the faithful who are 
accosted, but not defeated, in every age. 



I emphasize this point tonight for two reasons.  First, the bishops of our nation desire to increase faith 
in and devotion to the Divine presence in the Holy Eucharist.  They have asked pastors to proclaim this 
truth regularly, as well as organize pious practices whereby this faith can be put into action.  To this end 
we will increase our opportunities for Eucharistic adoration, as well as teaching, by organizing a forty 
hours devotion and inviting a guest preacher to share with us his wisdom over the course of three days.  
Our parish and diocesan Eucharistic devotion will be followed by a national Eucharistic Congress in 
Indianapolis in July of 2024. 

The second reason I remind you tonight of the power of the Lord’s Incarnation, still active in our 
midst, is that a brief history of the Church’s challenges would include one more, and it’s the one we’re 
living through right now.  I am not blind to your tears, nor am I deaf to the frustrations you express both 
in and out of the confessional.  The problems are as bad as they appear: they are as untrue as Arianism, as 
destructive as the fight with Islam, and as disheartening as the revolt of the Protestants.  We are in the 
Church’s fourth valley, and the way back to the mountain top is by the same route the faithful used the 
first three times they found themselves in this predicament. 

Holy Mother Church has weathered this storm before, we must remember.  And each time she did so 
with renewed faith in our Eucharistic Lord, who began to grant us Eucharistic miracles in the early 
Middle Ages and sent us St. Thomas Aquinas in the thirteenth century so we could better articulate what 
we had always believed.  And in the sixteenth century, when the Real Presence was for the first time 
denied by millions of Trinitarian Christians, the Tabernacle after the Council of Trent migrated to the 
center of the altar, as it is here in this church.  Thus, whenever we enter the church, we see plainly in the 
center Who is to be at the center of our lives, He who is with us still—Body, Blood, Soul, and Divinity.  
The tabernacle of the year 1600 communicates in a corporeal way what St. John Chrysostom insisted 
upon 1200 years before, in AD 400: “The people should adore the Body of Christ in the Eucharist, just as 
the Magi adored it at the time of their visit to the Divine Infant in the crib of Bethlehem.” 

Each of the triumphs that St. Paul mentions in his short history lesson were preceded by unimaginable 
hardship:  slavery in Egypt prior to the exodus, constant warfare and oppression by the Philistines before 
the reign of King David, and the conquest by Rome and rule by their puppet, Herod, immediately before 
the advent of Jesus Christ.  The people of the New Covenant, the faithful of the Catholic Church, has 
experienced the same.  The triumphs of the monasteries, the scholastics, and the Counter Reformation 
were preceded by the heresies already mentioned. 

So we have no cause for despair and even less to fear.  He who by His presence with us vanquished 
sin and death and then proved that heretics, terrorists, and liars are no match for the Real Presence in the 
Eucharist will surely overcome today’s assortment of the confused, the corrupt, and the demonic.  He 
whose home was once a stable now resides in that tabernacle.  Our devotion to this mystery of the 
Incarnation will lead us to Holy Mother Church’s next great historical triumph, still yet to be revealed. 

 

 

 


