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What today’s Gospel implies through the visit of the Wise Men from the East, the Epistle makes 
explicit, that “…the Gentiles are fellow heirs, members of the same body, and partakers of the promise in 
Christ Jesus through the Gospel.”  Thus, the Solemnity of the Epiphany today is the feast of inclusivity, 
the day on which we emphasize that anybody who has faith in the only begotten Son of God can be a 
member of the One, Holy, Catholic and Apostolic Church.  Just as the Gentile Wise Men fell down and 
worshipped Jesus, so men from every race and nation can do the same. 

Our Gospel makes clear that Mary and Joseph offered, moreover, the gift of hospitality to those Wise 
Men.  St. Matthew writes, “…going into the house they saw the child [Jesus] with Mary his mother.”  
Even though Jewish tradition at this point in the history of the chosen people associated interaction with 
Gentiles with uncleanness, Mary and Joseph welcome these strangers into the place where they are 
staying in Bethlehem.  The exclusivity that limits one’s associates to the members of one’s own tribe is 
over.  The visit of the Wise Men inaugurates what will serve as a common theme throughout the Gospel 
of Matthew and, of course, the ministry of St. Paul, the author of today’s Epistle:  Jesus came to save 
everyone, and it is the Church’s duty to welcome all people of good will. 

The same gift of hospitality that Joseph and Mary offered would later be received by the Holy 
Family.  St. Matthew records how the Wise Men had to depart by another way and not go back to Herod, 
lest they be harmed by the puppet king.  He would soon commit the slaughter of the innocents, which 
Jesus only escaped because Joseph was obedient to God’s command that he flee and take the Christ child 
to Egypt.  Egypt, of course, was not their home, so the same gift that they had extended to the Wise Men 
in Bethlehem they would soon benefit from in a foreign country in Gentile land.  They had welcomed the 
foreigners, and now they were the foreigners. 

This ministry of hospitality is the reason for our parish’s many social events.  We had a party here on 
New Year’s Eve, and we’ll have another tonight.  Indeed, yesterday’s martial arts program in the Parish 
Hall was followed by traditional Japanese New Year’s refreshments.  These gatherings are geared 
towards inclusivity, extending the welcome to friend and stranger alike that Jesus Himself both extended 
and benefitted from.  It is true that every Mass is open to anyone who wishes to worship Him whom the 
Magi adored, but our social events allow for conversation and fellowship that worship does not afford. 

Today’s feast reminds us that it is the obligation of every Christian to extend the hospitality of Jesus 
to Jesus.  Because our Lord said that even as we did it to the least of these His brothers, we have done it to 
Him, an outreach to friends and strangers is a way of doing the work of Jesus for Jesus.  Since He so 



closely identifies with the vulnerable, and in fact came to earth as a vulnerable little child, we minister to 
Christ Himself when we include those who have no home or just need a brief shelter from the storm. 

Jesus does, however, discriminate, based not on race, wealth, or sex, as does the world.  Rather, 
Jesus’ discrimination is based in the sanctity of human life, the very life He assumed when the Word 
became flesh and dwelt among us.  That is, we are not required to offer hospitality to those we know want 
to kill us.  St. Matthew writes, “And being warned in a dream not to return to Herod, they departed to 
their own country by another way.”  Those men who were open to the grace of God in Jesus Christ were 
able to hear God’s warning that the hospitality Herod offered was false, intended only to entice in order to 
entrap.  In the same way, Joseph and Mary did not stay in Bethlehem in order to offer hospitality to 
Herod’s soldiers, whom they knew were coming.  Rather, they fled from the killers.  Thus, we are not 
required to offer or receive hospitality that would be destructive to us.  If we know ahead of time about 
hostility, we should avoid it and take measures to protect ourselves if we can do so. 

Nevertheless, it is often the case that we discover the hostility only after we have accepted the 
invitation or conversely when those with bad intent are already in our living room, so to speak.  In those 
moments, we recognize our call is to include not only men of every race and nation, not only weak and 
vulnerable, but indeed the blasphemers, heretics, apostates, impenitent, and all those who should love 
God but instead hate Him.  In those moments we should show the same patience the Lord exhibited with 
those who crucified Him, the same patience St. Stephen showed to St. Paul, the same patience St. Monica 
showed her son, St. Augustine of Hippo.  Hostility in the face of hostility is never inclusive.  St. Peter 
Canisius, whose feast we celebrated at the end of last month, said, such medicine does not cure the 
heretic, but makes him incurable.  No, it is patience that is inclusive, the best way to demonstrate the 
charity Jesus has towards all sinners—including, of course, ourselves—and the only hope that such 
sinners will one day repent, just as we ourselves, the beneficiary of God’s charity, have repented and now 
welcome Jesus into our homes. 


